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SECTION 2. COUNCIL ORGANIZATION 
 
2.1 Swearing-In.  Councilmembers shall be sworn in by the City Clerk. 
 
2.2 Election of Mayor and Deputy Mayor. The Council shall elect a Mayor and Deputy Mayor 

for a term of two years from among themselves. The City Clerk shall conduct the elections 
for Mayor and Deputy Mayor at the first Council meeting of each even-numbered year as 
follows: 

A. Any Councilmember may nominate a candidate; no second is needed. 
B. Nominations are closed by a motion, second and 2/3 vote of Council. 
C. If only one (1) nomination is made, it is appropriate to make a motion and obtain 

a second to instruct the City Clerk to cast a unanimous ballot for that nomination.  
Approval is by majority vote of Councilmembers present. 

D. If more than one (1) nomination is made, an open election is conducted by roll call 
vote. 

E. To be elected, the nominee needs a majority vote of the Council. 
F. Elections will continue until a Mayor and Deputy Mayor are elected by a majority 

vote of the Council. 
G. The City Clerk shall declare the nominee receiving the majority vote as the new 

Mayor. The new Mayor shall declare the nominee receiving the majority vote as 
the new Deputy Mayor. The Clerk shall swear the individuals into office.  

 
2.3 Duties of Officers.   

A. Mayor. The Mayor serves as the Presiding Officer and acts as chair at all meetings 
of the Council. The Mayor may participate in all deliberations of the Council in the 
same manner as any other member and is expected to vote in all proceedings, 
unless a conflict of interest exists. The Mayor does not possess any power of veto. 
The Mayor is assigned as the ceremonial representative at public events and 
functions. The Mayor is vested with the authority to initiate and execute 
proclamations.  

 
B. Deputy Mayor. The Deputy Mayor serves as the Presiding Officer in the absence 

of the Mayor and assumes ceremonial representative responsibilities when 
needed. If both the Mayor and Deputy Mayor are absent, the Mayor will appoint 
another Councilmember as acting Mayor. If the Mayor fails to appoint an acting 
Mayor, the Councilmembers present shall elect one of its members to serve as 
Presiding Officer until the return of the Mayor or Deputy Mayor.  

 
C. Presiding Officer. The Presiding Officer shall:  

1. Preserve order and decorum in the Council Chambers; 
2. Observe and enforce these Rules; 
3. Call the meeting to order; 
4. Keep the meeting to its order of business; 
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5. Recognize Councilmembers in the order in which they request the floor.
The Presiding Officer, as a Councilmember, shall have only those rights,
and shall be governed in all matters and issues by the same rules and
restrictions as other Councilmembers;

6. In consultation with the Deputy Mayor, appoint Councilmembers to serve
as liaisons to advisory boards and commissions and to serve on standing
Council committees, ad hoc committees, local committees, and certain
regional committees (Sound Cities Association makes appointments to
King County and other regional committees; only one Mercer Island
Councilmember can apply for each of these committees);

7. Appoint citizens to serve on advisory boards and commissions (with
affirmation from the Council); and

8. Impose Councilmember sanctions for violation of these Rules consistent
with Section 11 of these Rules.

2.4 Filling a Council Vacancy. If a vacancy occurs in the office of Councilmember, the Council 
will follow the procedures outlined in RCW 42.12.070 and Appendix C to these Rules (The 
Process to Fill a Mercer Island City Council Vacancy). In order to fill the vacancy until an 
election is held, the Council will widely distribute and publish a notice of the vacancy, the 
procedure by which the vacancy will be filled, and an application form.  
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	A. Open Public Meeting Act. All Council meetings shall comply with the requirements of the Open Meetings Act (chapter 42.30 RCW). All regular meetings and special meetings of the Council shall be open to the public.
	B. Meeting Cancelation. Any Council meeting may be canceled by a majority vote or consensus of the Council. The Mayor or City Manager may cancel a Council meeting for lack of agenda items, adverse weather conditions, or due to an emergency.
	D. Councilmember Seating. At the dais, the Mayor shall sit in Chair #4, the center seat at the dais, the Deputy Mayor shall sit to the Mayor’s right or left, in Chair #3 or #5. The Mayor will determine the seats of the remaining Councilmembers.
	E. City Clerk and Minutes. The City Clerk (or authorized designee) shall attend all regular and special Council meetings and keep an account of all proceedings of the Council (minutes) in accordance with the statutory requirements RCW 35.23.151 and RC...
	F. Council Chambers Code of Conduct. The City Hall Council Chambers Code of Conduct is attached as Appendix B to these Rules, which outlines acceptable behavior while in the Council Chambers.
	A. Regular Meetings. The Council's regular meetings will be held the first and third Tuesdays of each month in the City Hall Council Chambers (9611 SE 36th Street, Mercer Island). Regular meetings will begin at 7:00 p.m. If any Tuesday on which a meet...
	B. Special Meetings. A special meeting is any Council meeting other than a regular Council meeting. Notice shall be given at least 24 hours in advance specifying the date, time, and place of the meeting and the business to be transacted.  A special Co...
	C. Emergency Meetings. An emergency meeting is a special Council meeting called without 24-hour notice. An emergency meeting may only be called as a result of an emergency involving injury or damage to persons or property or the likelihood of such inj...
	D. Executive (Closed) Sessions. An executive session is a portion of a Council meeting that is closed except to the Council, City Manager, City Attorney and staff members and/or consultants authorized by the City Manager. The public is restricted from...
	E. Planning Sessions. Each year the Council shall hold an annual planning session (2- or 3-day retreat) during the first quarter of the year. During this planning session, the Council will agree upon City Council Goals for the next two years. The Coun...
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	The Mercer Island City Council welcomes the public to Council meetings and dedicates time at these meetings to hear from the public on agenda items and other issues of concern.
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	 Any person who makes personal, impertinent, or slanderous remarks, or who becomes boisterous, threatening, or personally abusive while addressing the Council, may be requested to leave the meeting.
	 The Council cannot accept comments on any campaign-related matters (elections for individual offices or ballot propositions) except under specific circumstances where consideration of a ballot measure is on the Council agenda. RCW 42.17A.555.
	General Rules:
	 Please silence cell phones, computers, tablets, and cameras while in the Council Chambers.
	 Please limit conversations in the audience seating area. You may be asked to step into the lobby to continue a conversation.
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