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Intersection Update
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Goals for tonight:

• Provide project background 
information​

• Present proposed improvements

• Questions and discussion
PROJECT 
AREA

SE 68TH ST



2021-2022: Island Crest Way Corridor safety study 
completed between SE 68th Street and 90th Avenue 
SE

2023-2024: Recommendations from the safety study 
turned into the following tasks:

● Construct crosswalk improvements at SE 63rd 
Street, SE 62nd Street, and Island Park Elementary 

● Corridor illumination study

● Corridor tree assessment along Island Crest Way

● Intersection feasbility studies at SE 53rd Place and 
SE 68th Street 

● Shared Use Path Pre-Design Report

Project Background





2025-2026

● Design of Shared Use Path Phase 1 
(construction in 2027)

● Design of SE 53rd Place Intersection Safety 
Improvements

● Design of SE 68th Street Intersection Safety 
Improvements

Project Background

Tonight’s 
discussion



Existing Conditions

New reflectorized 
post-sleeves

Repeat lane use signs

ALL-WAY under 
each stop sign



Existing Conditions

• Approximately 57 SF of roadway 
pavement within Open Space. 

• Open Space Zone permitted uses 
include trails and passive recreation

PIONEER 
PARK (NW)



Proposed Improvements – Initial Concept

● Benefits include:

● Reduction in conflict 
points/collisions

● Improved traffic operations

● Other considerations 
include:

● Roadway pavement in Open 
Space. Not a permitted use.

● Tree removal

● Right-of-way and easement 
encroachments

● Cost

PIONEER 
PARK (NW)

PIONEER 
PARK (NE)



Proposed Improvements – Refined Concept



Proposed Improvements – Refined Concept

● Benefits include:

● Shorter, safer pedestrian crossings

● Curbs to separate pedestrians from 
vehicle traffic

● ADA-compliant ramps and paved 
sidewalk to transition to Pioneer Park 
trails

● Other considerations include:

● Sidewalk within Open Space. 
Permitted use.

● No tree removal

● Recommended by 2024 Feasibility 
Study.

PIONEER 
PARK (NW)



● Proceed with design of the refined 
concept

● Continue coordination with OSCT as 
design progresses

● Construction currently not funded and is 
not in 6-year transportation 
improvement program

● Apply for grant funding opportunities to 
proceed with construction in upcoming 
years.

Next Steps



Questions & Discussion



Additional Slides



Open Space Language

• Ordinance No. 24C-15 passed by the City 
Council at its November 4, 2024 meeting

• Permitted Uses:

• Trails

• Passive recreational uses



Restoration Opportunities



Opinion of Probable Project Cost



Tree Assessment

● Tree health assessed on trees located along Island Crest Way between 90th Avenue 
SE and SE 68th Street

● Occurred between June 2023 through January 2024

● Included ~550 small, large, and exceptional trees

● Refer to Island Crest Way Corridor Improvements Let’s Talk page: 
https://letstalk.mercergov.org/island-crest-way-corridor-improvements-analysis-
and-design
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