AB 3826

BUSINESS OF THE CITY COUNCIL December 15,2003
CITY OF MERCER ISLAND, WA Regular Business

VETERANS RECOGNITION PROJECT- Proposed Council Action:
FINAL DESIGN AND FUNDING

Approve recommended recognition verbiage, and
APPROPRIATION appropriate funds from the Municipal Arts Trust
Fund.

DEPARTMENT OF Park and Recreation, (Peter Mayer, Director)
COUNCIL LIAISON Sven Goldmanis
EXHIBITS 1. AB 3797: Veterans Memorial Project.

2. Letter to M Residents from Susan Landon (Ml Arts Council
Chair) re: Veterans Recognition Project.

APPROVED BY CITY MANAGER w ,
2 -//-03
Y w /

AMOUNT OF EXPENDITURE 5 70,000

AMOUNT BUDGETED $ 50,000

APPROPRIATION REQUIRED $ 20,000
SUMMARY

Background

At its regular meeting on November 3, 2003, the City Council heard a presentation by Susan Landon, Chair
of the Mercer Island Arts Council, regarding the process utilized to recommend a final design to serve as a
Veteran's recognition structure (Exhibit 1). The City Council authorized the Mercer Island Arts Council to
move forward with the proposed structure as detailed in Exhibit 1 and directed the Arts Council to conduct a
public meeting to seek feedback on the appropriate recognition verbiage to include in its interior.

Subsequent Arts Council Action

in responding to the City Council's request, Arts Council Chair, Susan Landon prepared a letter (Exhibit 2)
inviting all interested veterans to attend the December 10, 2003 Arts Council meeting to exercise one
additional opportunity to provide input on the verbiage that would be designed into the interior of the
pergola. The letter was distributed to all individuals who signed the petition (Exhibit 1, pages 36-37)
requesting the veterans project be delayed and requesting greater public input. The letter was also
included in the Veterans of Foreign War November 28, 2003 newsletter. The Mercer Island Reporter
published the official public notice announcing and stating the purpose of the December 10, 2003 meeting.
In addition, the MI Reporter published Arts Council Chair Landon's letter.

On Wednesday, December 10, 2003, the Arts Council conducted its regular meeting. Nine of the eleven
Arts Council Members were in attendance. Council Member Jahncke and a Mercer Island Reporter staff

Page 1



member were in the audience. No veterans from the previous working committees or project petitioners
were in attendance. In addition, no public comments were received regarding the proposed verbiage.

Arts Councilmember Phil King opened the discussion with a presentation detailing the recognition verbiage
used in other veteran memorial/recognition projects across the nation. He noted the use of a similar theme
of honoring those who served in the Armed Services. The meeting was then opened for public comment
and Councilmember Jahncke expressed concern for the currently proposed language of “Honoring the
Service of Qur Veterans™ as being too general in nature. He recommended it be more specific and
narrower in focus. In responding to Mr. Jahncke's recommendation, several Arts Council members
conveyed their intention was to not diminish those that gave the ultimate sacrifice of their life but to rather
honor all individuals, like Councilmember Jahncke, who served in the U.S. Armed Services. Arts Council
members conveyed a strong desire to provide the Mercer Island community a place to visit and remember
those who served in the military. This theme was consistent with previous public comment and preferences
from veterans as to what they desired in a veterans recognition project.

Arts Council Member Massoudi expressed that the ultimate verbiage was not about what he or the other
Arts Council Members personally wanted or preferred, but that the ultimate inscription and design was
about what the veterans in the community have expressed as being desirabie. The matter was put to a vote
and Arts Council Member Massoudi moved to maintain the verbiage as “Honoring the Service of Qur
Veterans™ with the logos of the U.S. Armed Services inscribed with it. The vote was unanimous, 9-0, in
favor of the motion.

BUDGET

Based upon priority setting conducted at its retreat in 2001, the Mercer Island City Council later
appropriated $50,000 from the Beautification Fund towards the Veterans Memorial. The budget includes
the art commission, tax, and plaque. The art commission includes design, materials, labor, site preparation,
transportation and installation costs of the art piece.

Description

Original
Budget

Revised
Budget

Consuiting & Design (spent 2001 — 2002) $7,500 $7,500
Art Commission $36,280 | $54,375
Sales Tax @ 8.8% $3,198 $4,785
Site Restoration $2,500 $2,500
Artist Plaque (artist's name and date art piece is dedicated) $200 $200
Advertising & Supplies {(ads in newspapers on public meetings) $327 $340

Spentin 2001 — 2002 Biennium

$7,500

Dedication Ceremon o $300
TOTAL e $50,000 $70,000

$7.500

Budget Rolled over to 2003 — 2004 Biennjum
Appropriation Required from Arts Trust Fund

$42,500

$42,500
$20,000

Council is asked to appropriate funding from the Municipal Arts Trust Fund for the completion of this project,
as no fund appropriation occurred at the November 3, 2003 City Council Meeting.
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RECOMMENDATION

Arts Council Chair

MOVE TO:  Appropriate $20,000 from the Municipal Arts Trust Fund for the Veteran’s Recognition
Project, approve the recommended verbiage to be placed inside the Veteran’s Memorial
structure and direct the City Manager to enter into a contract with artist/general contractor,
Richard Frombach to create a site specific ptece of art, as depicted in Exhibit 2, to serve as a
Veterans Recognition Project at Mercerdale Park for $59,160 (art commission and sales tax).
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: AB 3797
BUSINESS OF THE CITY COUNCIL November 3, 2003
CITY OF MERCER ISLAND, WA Regular Business

VETERAN'S MEMORIAL PRQJECT Proposed Council Action:
Amend the Mercerdale Revised Master Plan;

Authorize additional funding for the Veleran's
Memorial from the Municipal Arts Fund; Accept
program design and enter into a contract with artist
for Veleran's Memaorial Project.

DEPARTMENT OF Park and Recreation, {Peter M. Mayer/Jennifer Berner; Susan
Landon, Arts Cauncil Chair)
COUNCIL LIAISON Sven Goldmanis
EXHIBITS 1. Summary of Acquisition of Public Art Procedure
2. Summary of Public Meetings
3. Artwork Prospectus - First Open Compelition Process
4. Open Competition #1 Selection - Susan Black and Associate's

Design
5. Artwork Prospectus - Second Open Competition Process
6. Open Competilion #2 Selection - Derek Young's Design
7. Limited Compelition Process - Richard Frombach's Design
8. Raphael Architects Project Analysis
9. Veterans Letters of Support for Richard Frombach's Design
10. Pelition Submitted by Glen Sparrow

APPROVED BY CITY MANAGER AWtz f .%IW: Cocto Connan. v f25f03

AMOUNT OF EXPENDITURE 3 70,000
AMOUNT BUDGETED $ 50,000
APPROPRIATION REQUIRED $ 20,000

SUMMARY

At its retreat in 2001, the Mercer Island City Council created a memorial project to acknowledge the
significant contributions veterans have made to maintain the quality of life we in the United Stales enjoy.

The Veleran's Memorial Project was initially discussed and defined at the regular meeting of the City
Council on June 18, 2001 (AB 3585} along with the project components already included in the Mercerdale
Park Master Plan. To assist in the initial scoping of the project, staff engaged Terry Reckord, of MaclLeod
Reckord Landscape Archilects, who presented a range of memorial possibilities through photlo images for
Council feedback. Council directed thal the Landscape Architect develop conceplual designs for a
Veteran's Memorial in Mercerdale Park.
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gathering of veterans at the VFW Hal ctober 30, 2001. Individuals in attendance provided feedback
and exchanged many ideas with no @nsensus, except most felt that the memornial be placed in a
visible iocation within Mercerdale Park{ Bexcompatible with other uses of the park, and create a sense of
place.

A total of six preliminary design con ere crafted by the Landscape Architect, and presented ata
c

pd because the City Council felt that this memorial would take the
Mercer Island Arts Council was enlisted to oversee the process

Because of the diversity of the opiniong
form of a sculpture or other piece of ag
utilizing the Public Art Acquisition Progkag

gflhe Arts Council, another public meeting was held on Apni 24,
b background and history on the project, discuss a vanety of
nd provide an opportunity for open discussion, questions and
yemerged from the two public meetings (Exhibit 2).

With the project now under the purview
2001. The meeting's agenda was to ¢
memornial ideas and design considerafse
comments. Some common design theg

Open Competition Process #1 — Novgniber 2001 — November 2002

The Arts Council appointed a Progranidling Commiiltee to develop the parameters and artistic concept
that would guide the artist solicitation gjgesss. The members of the Program Wnting Committee included
the Public Art Chair, the landscape aré@iegt, a Parks & Recreation staff member, an interested citizen and
aveteran. [n addition to determining {@Bipkeject parameters, the Commiltee selected the concrete plaza
area in Mercerdale Park as the site thaesaild be most enhanced by additional artwork.

Al its reguiar meeting of April 1, 2002, kg €ity Council was updated on the logistics and design

considerations of the Veteran's Memo ject by the Chair of the Arts Council's Public Art Committee
and City staff. The City Council direct ff, Arts Council and the Veteran's Memorial Program Committee
to complete the art acquisition progrand utlined. In addition, the Council amended the program to

formally address the budget allocation #$86,000 for acquisition and installation.

Accordingly, the Arts Council utilized a#€gen Competition method to soficit artist proposals and select the
WesksProspectus, i.e. “Call for Artists”, (Exhibit 3) is distributed to all
34 interested artists are invited to submit a proposal. There were
ts. The Artist Selection Panel, which consisted of a City
ssion Member, Mercer istand citizen, Arts Council Member, City

15 artists that responded to the Call fos
Council Member, local artist, Design C#
staff, and 4 Veterans, convened on Sej|
Associates for their proposed project (
approval. Atits regular meeting on Nog&RiBer 13, 2002, the Arts Council considered the recommendation
advanced by the Artist Seleclion Panek Tie veterans that were in attendance that evening expressed
concern that the piece did nol create a §érse of place that they desired. As a result, the Arts Councit
rejected the Artist Selection Panel's reg@@@rendation.

Open Competition Process #2 — NovamBer 2002 — April 2003

At the November 13, 2002 Arts Councikiegting modifications were made to the Artwork Prospectus
(Exhibit 5) and the decision was made {g«4€»advertise the project, again using the Open Competition
process. On March 12, 2003, the Artisi#i8aection Panel, consisting of the same individuals as in the first
pane!, reconvened and reviewed 20 arfisistproposals, narrowing the field to five. At its March 27, 2003
meeting, the Panel selected the Veteras Asch by Derek Young (Exhibil 6). The recommendation for
approval was advanced at the April 9, 288, regular meeting of the Arts Council and was subsequently
rejected because of aesthelic and design a@ncerns.
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Limited Competition Process #3 — April 2003 — Present

At the April 9, 2003 Arts Coundil meeting a new Selection Panel was selected consisting of 3 Aris Council
Members, Susan Landon, Judy Leithe and Beth Brennen. A pledge was made to incorporate the essence
of what the veterans desired in creating a Veterans Memorial Project. Rather than developing a new
Artwork Prospectus, the Arts Council decided to use the same prospectus that was used in the second
Open Competition process. The Selection Panel also pledged to keep the Veterans informed of what was
going on with the project and that they would check-in with the Veterans once a design scheme was
determined.

A Limited Competition process was used, allowing the Committee to solicit a particular type of arlist to
submit a proposal based on the project parameters and concept. The Committee reviewed a variety of
artistic works and issued the Artist Prospectus (used in the second selection process) to serve as a guide
for submissions by interested artists. Five different arlists were invited to submit proposals, and four
submissions were received. None of the four design proposals complied with the stated budget
requirements and thus, reflected a need for additional funding in order to meet the desired scope and
design stipulations. The Committee met and selected the design advanced by Richard Frombach,
consisting of a meta! pergota (Exhibit 7). Richard Frombach is a metal artist and also a General Contractor.

Richard Frombach's proposal is for the construction of a pergota, angled to reflect and compliment the
existing architecture of Mercerdale plaza. On top of the central poriion of the pergola is a domed structure
which will give visual loft. Within the “hatband” of the structure facing the slairs and fountain will be the
words “Honoring the service of our Veterans™. On the opposing side, facing the grass will be 5 symbo!s that
represent the armed services. In this way, the core of the pergola will create a hallowed meeting space.

At its meeting on August 13, 2003 the Arls Council received and accepted the recommendation to
commission Richard Frombach as the adist for the Veteran's Memorial Project. The initial budget for the
project was established at $50.000 (AB 3645) with $7,500 expended to date for preliminary design work.
The remaining balance of $42,000 was carried over to the 2003 — 2004 biennium and is currently available
for the project. An additional $20,000 in funding allocation is necessary in order to complete the project.
The Arts Council recommends the $20,000 appropriation be made from the Municipal Arts Trust Fund (1%
for Arts) to fund the balance of the project.

After the August 13, 2003 Arts Councit Meeting some members of the Arts Council shared design concerns
with the Frombach design and the degree to which the latest design process engaged and secured the
support of local veterans. As a result, the proposal was not advanced to the City Coundil for approval until
these issues could be more fully discussed. The Arls Council addressed these concerns at their Octaber 8,
2003 rmeeting resulting in the design being slightly modified to address height and structural concems. In
addition, a performance facility design critique was conducted by Raphael Architects (Exhibit 8), letters of
support for the project from Veterans and the past Arts Council Public Art Chair (Exhibit 9) were submitted
and veteran, Frank Mandarano, provided testimony in support of the project to the Arts Coundil.

At the October 13, 2003 City Councit meeting Glen Spamrow submitted a petition (Exhibit 10) signed by
veterans and other citizens asking the City Council to delay any action on the proposed design because of
concerns associated with the appropriateness of the proposed design as a memorial honoring veterans.

Mercerdale Park Revised Master Plan

The Mercerdale Park Master Plan, first adopted in 1983, was most recenlly revised in February 2000 to
include a new Chifdren’s Play Area location (originally located al currenl native garden sile). wetland garden and
expanded skate park and eliminated plans for a BMX bike course (originally located at site of now current expanded
skate park), informal amphitheatre & formal garden along SE 32™ street. Subsequent drainage analysis
conducted as parl of the play area installation and skate park expansion eliminated the wetland garden
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feature as being too costly and other igetlieds of drainage improvements were pursued. The Revised
Master Pian includes the following elege

a) Children’s Play Area (completég

b) Expanded Skate Park {comple{&d)

¢} New drainage systems (complgledp

d) Imigation & landscaping improvérients {(completed)

e) Pathway resurfacing (75% cordplete)

f) Native garden (complete)

g) Mercerdale Plaza improvementis §ssheduled 2004)

h) Bicentennial Park plaza improvémgnts (scheduled 2004)

Should the City Council concur with théggommendation that the proposed Veleran's Memorial Project be
located in the Mercerdale Park Plaza, $iafl«ecommends that the City Council amend the Mercerdale Park
Revised Master Plan (February 7, 20 &include the addition of the Memarial.

BUDGET

Based upon priority setting conducted @Bl retreat in 2001, the Mercer Island City Council later
appropriated $50,000 from the Beauti n Fund towards the Veteran’s Memorial. The budget includes
the art commission, tax, and plaque. commission includes design, materials, labor, site preparation,
transportation and installation costs of eBTt piece.

Descrlptmn Original  Revised

Budget Budget

Consulting & Design (spent 2 2002) $7,500 $7,500
Art Commission $36,280 | $54,375
Sales Tax @ 8.8% $3,198 $4,785
Site Restoration $2,500 $2,500
Artist Plaque (artist's name anghddte art piece is dedicated) $200 $200
Advertising & Supplies (ads itie_,@papers on public meetings) $327 $340
Dedication Ceremon i $300
$50,000 70,000

Spent in 2001 - 2002 Bienniljﬂ- $7,5001 $7,500
Budget Rolled over to 2003 i $42,500 | $42,500

Appropriation Required from Arts Trust Fund . $20,000
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RECOMMENDATION

Parks & Recreation Director

MOVE TO: 1) Amend the Mercerdale Park Revised Master Plan to reflect the addition of the Veteran's
Memorial Project.

Arts Council Chair
MOVE TO:  2) Appropriate $20,000 from the Municipal Arts Trust Fund for the Veteran's Memorial
Project.

3) Direct the City Manager to enter into a contract with artist/general contractor, Richard
Frombach to create a sile specific piece of art, as depicted in Exhibit 7, to serve as a
Veteran's Memonial at Mercerdale Park for $59,160 (art commission and sales tax).

ALTERNATIVE:

Do not approve Veteran's Memonal Project. Provide staff and/or Arts Council with new
direction or instructions.
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MFepcer Island Arts Council
A<quisition of Public Art

Phase I - Program for Acguisition of Art in Public Places
s Program Writing Comifiitice for med
e Consist of MIAC me@iBgy, professional designer, interested citizen, staff member,
others chosen from Ciy §lected officials and city staff
¢ Determine the choiceyef election (Open Competition, Limited Competition,
Direct Selection), sitw@project description, description of public benefit,
budget/funding, and dkwiprk time schedule.
« Program Approval to M &%ts Council
¢ City Council Approval §fgplogram
e Upon City Council a%mal, the Program Writing Committee is dismissed,
having completed thefr agsignment.
» Artwork Prospectus andweguests for proposals
» MIAC staff and the Chigigof the Program Committee draw up Artwork Prospectus
o Staff distribute requesis fbr proposals to artists through direct mailings and public
notices

Phase II - Artist Selectipn Process
e Artist Selection Panel f§wnied
¢ 6 members chosen byrthe MIAC Chair and staff and recommended to the MIAC
for approval — consis§gf&n artist, Mercer Island citizen with special interest in
project, MIAC membgg:@erves as chair), Design Commission member, lay
citizen of public, MI €y Council Member, City staff advisor
» Presented to City Coune# for approval
« Artwork Proposal Revigw dnd Selection
¢ The Artist Selection Bxngd) (ASP) reviews each artist’s proposal and uses the
Artist Selection Che Form in the review process. (See attached form)
o The Approval Process — #ig ASP Chair reports findings to the MIAC as follows
¢ The ASP selects artist’s agtwork
o  MIAC will review the 489’5 findings and approve the Panel’s ascending
recommiendation or ackacgordingly on their descending recommendation.
e Upon MIAC approval,présent selection to City Council for authorization to enter
into contract
e Artist informed of sclegtian

Phase III - Implementation
* Contract
¢ Upon completion of the cantract, the ASP is dismissed, having completed their
responsibilities
* Accomplishment of the Axéwork
e Presentation of the Artwonk

TP ARKSUBemenArts Council\Artis
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Summary of Public Meetings Held Regarding the Veterans

Through Arts Council meetings, public meetings, and City Council meetings veterans
and citizens provided input as to the design concept for the Veterans Memorial project.

In an effort to involve the veterans and citizens in developing a design concept for the
Veterans Memoaorial, two public meetings were held to specifically gather their input. The
first meeting was held at the Veteran’s of Foreign Wars (VFW) Hall on Tuesday, October
30, 2001 and the second meeting was held at the Conununity Center at Mercer View on
Wednesday, April 24, 2002.

To open up a dialogue with the audience Terry Reckord, Macl.eod Reckord Landscape
Architects, asked the question “should the Veterans Memorial be a place or a thing?”
There were many ideas generated in both meetings however, the idea that all seemed to
agree on was that the Veterans Memorial should be a place and not a thing.

Additionally, some common design themes emerged among the veterans and citizens as
to what the veterans’ memorial should represent. Listed below is a summary of those
suggestions gathered from both public meetings.

» Located at Mercerdale Park

Less obscure and in a more visible location

Compatibility with other uses

Flag(s), flagpole, flag as focal point

All 5 services at base of flagpole in the plaza at Mercerdale

Use Mercerdale plaza, plaque & military emblems of the 5 services
s A feature with veterans associated with it, i.e. Band Shell

SAPARKS_NEWARTS_COUNCIL\WeteransMemorial\PublicMeetingsSummary.doc
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City of Mér Island Veterans Memorial
| Public Art Project

The City of MercerIsland is segRg an artist or design team te create and install an outdoor,
sita-specific woik to honor the vfasans of the U.S. armed forces. The work imust enhance the
site in Mercerdale Park, as wel#astserve as a reminder to visitors of the sacrifices that
veterans of all wars have made.

The objective of the work is to agkspwledge the si'gniﬂcant contributions veterans have made
to maintaining the quality of lifewe i the United States enjoy.

Atits retreat in 2001, the Merc l‘é‘nd City Council voted to create a memorial to honor
veterans. Becausetheyfelt th

(17 4y memorial would in essence take the form of a sculpture or
other piece of the art, the Merce ind Arts Council was enlisted to oversee the process in

the same way that other public gei$selected.

The plaza area in Mercerdale as choosen because itis visible from both the park and
ihe sireet. it could be incorponte@i@the use of the plaza, as well as serving as a constant
reminder of how much we owe véiegans.

Ideas the Program Commiittetwiould like to see incorporated are listed below:

. The piece should draw peeple toit. It should be touchable and thoughtful, hopeful
and optimistic.

. Itcan incorporate utility, sueki as seating.

. It should include an areasghigre a wreath canbe placed.

. Thevista from the plaza @:agld be keptin mind. Enhancing the view of the green
area and the native gardgmegould add to the piece, butitis desirable that the
skateboard park not be egpfasized.

- Itmust enhance public evgat, such as music concerts (the bands play on the plaza
under atent), the summegeghival that uses the park, the winter tree-lighting
ceremony, and other ceréi@dimies honoring groups orindividuals that often take place

in the plaza. AB 3797
Exhibit 3
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The committee does not want to see the following elements:

No tanks. No guns. No statues of people.

No celebration of war, but hononing those who served.

A*whati is this?” memorial stuck in a comer.

No names of veterans, because Mercer Island is a ‘uans:ent commumty and |twould
be impossible to find all veterans.

These are some of the design directions the committee thought might work well, as
well as some park elements to keep in mind:

The work should reflect the Northwest heritage and “landscape” so natural materials
such as rocks and granite are preferable to metals such as steel and bronze.

It should add some height to the plaza area.

An archway into the park might be interesting.

Words such as “honor, life, sacrifice, country” can be incorporated, perhaps in a way
similar to the “arched doorways” art that leads into one entrance of the Seattle
Center (near the Space Needle).

Additional considerations:

There should be some reference to the U.S. flag. However, there is a flagpole with a
flag at the nearby Bicentennial Park, which is in view of Mercerdale Park. Avoiding
the look of “too many flags” while still having a flag at the memonal is a problem to be
solved.

There is currently a work of art in the plaza area, a water feature called “Sizzling
Water.” This work will remain; the new art must work well with the existing art.

There are also some raised grassy areas that echo the look of “Sizzling Water”.
These are not part of “Sizzling Water” and rieed not remain, but the cost of removal
would have to be included in the budget. They can also be incorporated into the
design.

nghtlng can be :ncluded butisnota req mrement

The Plaza at Mercerdale Park is a cement area and is approximately 80" x 80'. The entire
area can be considered for this work. See the drawing at the end of this Call. Additional
photographs are on the City of Mercer Island Web site at ci.mercer-island wa.us. Click on
RFQ's & Bids from the left tool bar.

Current resume.

Up to ten slides of recent work with particular emphasis on works comparable to the
design concept. (FPlease label all slides with your name, title of work, and date.
{Slides will be returned to you.)

An explanatory slide sheet o include your name, titles of works, medium,
dimensions, date, ownership and location.

Preliminary design sketches.

A description of the work to include design concept, materials to be used, AB 3797
constructionfinstallation method; maintenance requirements; draft budget. gxnibit 3

No other materials will be presented to the Artist Selection Panel. Page 9
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1LI[§°J“‘O

The competition is open tmartlsts or artrstldemgn teams who have worked in media

suitable to permenent out@‘aﬁnstallatlons The artist or team w:II be selected on the basis of

the following criteria: -

. Responds to the pr@pciobjectwes and demonstrates sensntnnty tothe publlc _

benefit.
. Satisfies consudera@ﬂsfegardmg theft, vandalism, weather, excessive

maintenance, safety]
. Submits written cong
and expresses con

liability.
585 and sketches that are compatlble with this prospectus
i&tedt train of thought.

Entries Due:
Artist Selection Panel Revigw:

Recommendation to Arts Céwrgil:

Contract to City Council;
Commission Announced:
Installation Completed:
Tenative Dedication:

September 13, 2002
September 16 - 20, 2002
October 9, 2002

October 21, 2002
October22, 2002

May 5 -9, 2003 _

May 26, 2003 (Memorial Day)

The selected artist will be agailed a commission of $36,280 pius tax. The commission
covers design, materials, lal§@rzsite preparation, transportation and instaliation of the art

piece.

City Council Representativer
Local Artist:

Design Commission:
Interested Citizen:

Veterans:

Art Council:
City Staff:

Sven Goldmanis

Ingrid Lahti

George Wittman

Jim Trombold

E. Jay Thompson, World War |
Jerry Gribble, Korean War
Frank Mandarano, Vietnam War
Mike Cero, Persian Gulf War
Amanda Clark

Diane Mortenson

AB 3797
Exhibit 3
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Veterans Memorial Art Project
Mercer Island Arts Council
8236 SE 24th Street

Mercer Island, WA 98040

The Mercer Island Arts Council will exercise all reasonable care with all materials submitted and
neither the Council nor the City of Mercer Island will be liable for the loss or damage of any
material submitted for this competition. The Mercer Island Arts Council reserves the right to
reject any or all entries, '

Applicants are encouraged to visit the site at Mercerdale Park, 78th SE & SE 32nd. Call .
206-236-3545 for directions. The-installation of artwork will be coordinated with the City.

View of plaza from grass area - facing NE with vic
of Sizzling Water.

Drawing of Metcerdale
Plaza
o]
Q
Aotsed Plantey- st Trees ¢ Sty — Tni".r"'
Exhibit 3
T/Parks/TBemer/ArtsC Page 11istVenteransMemorial2 PM7
AB 3826
Exhibit 1

Page 14



Mercer Island Page |
Burgess i September 13, 2002

Veleran Memorial Art Project - €
Jay Rood with SB Associates andié

STAR
Origins

The proposed artwork for ¢ Veterans Memorial Art Project comes from one of most
enduring and powerful natigiad gymbols - the STAR. The STAR (five pointed) has been,
from the very origins of oup eguntry a chosen symbol for its identity and for honoring
those individuals and states #iiag form and support it. This is true for the American Flag,
for U.S. military insignia, aj , and identification, as well as for personal, family and
community expressions of §§pgert and remembrance during wartime (such as the Blue
Star icon displayed during W"9#l). Our search for a reference symbol that: 1) would
honor veterans without celeBeatfiig war; 2) would reflect the individual veteran as well as
the combined service of alf v&ierans; 3) would be enhancing and “attractive” yet be
thoughtful and memorable; @@ 4) be enduring while respectful of the sacrifices that

come from duty and service, #z80s to the STAR.

J— e D et i n A e e S =r P

g S AN T

In progr:zés design of the STAR.
AB 3797
Exhibit 4
Page 12
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City of Mercer Island Veterans
Recognition Project

The City of Mercer istand is seeking an artist or design team to create and instail an outdoor,
site-specific, architectural landscaped and integrated work to honor the veterans of the U.S.
armed forces. The work must create a sense of place and enhance the site in Mercerdale
Park, as well as serve as a reminder to visitors of the sacrifices that veterans of all wars have
made.

The objecﬁve of the work is to acknowledge the significant contributions veterans have made
to maintaining the quality of life we in the United States enjoy.

At its retreat in 2001, the Mercer.sland City Council voted to create a memorial to honor
veterans. The Mercer Island Arts Council was enlisted to oversee the process in the same
way that other public art is selected.

The plaza area in Mercerdale Park was choosen because it is visible from both the park and
the street. It could be incorported in the use of the plaza, as well as serving as a constant
reminder of how much we owe veterans.

ldeas the Program Committee wouid like to see incorporated are listed below:

. The work should draw people toit. it should be touchable and thoughtfui hopeful
and optimistic.

. it can incorporate utility, such as seatmg as well as having a consideration for out-
door performance space.

. It should include an area where a wreath can beplaced _

. The vista from the plaza shouid be kept in mind. Enhancmg the view of the green

area and the native garden would add to the piece, but it is desirable that the
skateboard park not be emphasized.

. It must enhance public events, such as music concents, the summer festival that uses
the park, the winter tree-lighting ceremony, and other ceremaonies honoring groups or
individuals that often take ptace in the plaza.
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The committee does not want iieffollowing elements:

. Tanks, guns or statues ofigedple.

. " A celebration of war. Rath&ége recognition project is to honor those who served.

. A *what Is this?" recognitiof@@ject stuck in a comer.

. Names of veterans. Itwo B very difficult to ensure that the names of all
Mercer Island veterans wefedeluded.”

These are some of the design diséctions the committee thought might work well, as .
well as some park elements l.okéi.:p in mind:

. The work shouid reflect the¥ethwest heritage and “landscape” so natural matenials
such as rocks and granite a@@referable to metals such as steel and bronze.

. It should add some height e plaza area.

. An archway into the park rigghibe interesting.

. Words such as *honor, hfeﬁaﬁaﬁce country” can be lncorporated perhapsin away
similar to the “arched doorggys” art that leads into one entrance of the Seattle
Center (near the Space Nezdls).

Additional considerations:

. There should be some refegerge to the U.S. flag. However, thereis a ﬂagpole with a

flag at the nearby Bicente ark, which is in view of Mercerdale Park. Avoiding
the look of “too many flags™wile still having a flag at the site is a probiem to be
solved. :

. There is currently a work offarin the plaza area, a water feature called *Sizzling

Water.” This work will remgii; e new art must work well with the existing art.
There are also some raisegegs sy areas that echo the look of “Sizzling Water”.
These are not part of “Sizzlgieg¥Vater” and need not remain, but the cost of removai
would have to be included e budgst. They can aiso be incorporated lnto the
design.

nghtlng can be inciuded, BRAIS

ot a requirement.

4 At area and is approximately 80" x 80'. The entire
area can be considered for this worlk ‘B&e the drawing at the end of this Call. Additional
photographs are on the City of Merceri$land Web site at ci.mercer-island.wa.us. Clickon
RFQ's & Bids from the left tool bar.

Current resume.

Up to ten slides of recent wewk with particuiar emphasis on works comparable to the
design concept. (Please Bdt ali slides with your name, title of work, and date.
(Slides will be retumed to y@its}

An explanatory slide sheeffi@ faclude your name, tities of works, medium,
dimensions, date, owners§ig &nd location.

Preliminary design sketchgs,

A description of the work @ inglude design concept, materials to be used,

constructionfinstaltation m&Bgd; maintenance requirements; draft budget. EBh g'f;gg
Xniol
No other matenals will be present®d & the Artist Selection Panel. Page 14
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The _céhpetition is open to any artists or ai’ﬁsﬂdesign teams who have worked in media
suitable to permenent outdoor instaltations. The artist or team will be selected on the basis of
the following criteria; '

o Responds to the project objectives and demonstrates sensitivity to the public
beneft.

. Satisfies considerations regarding theft, vandalism, weather, excessive
maintenance, safety and liabiity.

. Submits written concepts and sketches that are compatible with this prospectus

and expresses consistent train of thought.

Entries Due: ' ' February 28, 2003
Artist Selection Panel Review: March 10-14, 2003
Recommendation to Arts Council: April 19, 2003

City Council Approval; April 21, 2003
Commission Announced: Apiil 22, 2003
Installation Compieted: November 3-7, 2003
Tenative Dedication: \ November 11, 2003

The selected artist will be awarded a commission of $36,280 plus tax. The commission
covars design, materials, tabor, site preparation, transportation and installation of the art
piece.

City Council Representative: Sven Goldmanis

Local Adtist: Ingrid Lahti

Design Commission: George Wittman

Interested Citizen: Jim Tromboid

Veterans: E. Jay Thompson , World War |l

Jerry Gribble, Korean War
Frank Mandarano, Vietnam War
Mike Cero, Persian Guif War

Art Council: Doug Giant
City Staff; Diane Montenson
AB 3797
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A}

Veterans Recognition Art Projec
Mercer Island Arts Council

8236 SE 24th Street
Merceristand, WA 98040

The Mercer Island Arts Council will esgrdise all reasonable care with all materials submitted and
neither the Council nor the City of Meagy Island will be liable for the loss or damage of any
material submitted for this competition. $he Mercer Island Arts Council reserves the right to
reject any or all entries. .

Appiicants are encouraged to visit §e gite at Mercerdale Park, 78th SE & SE 32nd. Call
206-236-3545 for directions. The i&ﬂation of artwork will be coordinated with the City.
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FROMBACH
METALS

CUSTOM:

Trellises Gales Railings
Oniginal metaf Art for Home, Garden,

and Commercial Applications
Richard Frombach 206-463-9403
About Richard Frombach
Spiecializing in functional art, FROMBACH METALS offers
de3ign and construction of original metal art for home,
fasden and commercial applications. Providing "Art that
geks," Richard Frombach's projects include custom
exgerior and interior furniture, merchandising materials
anl displays, as well as decorative safety, design, and
Eonndary elements. Richard Frombach, is a certified
welder and metal worker whose projects have included
prgeision construction and maintenance of K2 Ski
Cogporation presses, King County Fire truck tankers, the
gogstruction of the Kingdome, the 7th and Pine Bell
TFelephone building, the Boeing Hydrofoil project and as
prgiect foreman for steam boiler systems for the Alaska
#is@ing industry. He is a principle in BRoco, a licensed
geReral contracting firm established in 1979, which
egrs design and construction services to commercial,
vedtdential and municipal clients.
€lignts:
« ¥ashon Airport District, Vashon
. g%fon Market Place Thriftway, Vashon
« 3B Properties LLC, Vashon
« &iigg County Water District #19
« ¥§i§ County Parks Department, Vashon
« Yadhon Cemetery District, Vashon
«‘3adk Garfinkle, Piedmont CA
« B¥& Nursery & Garden, Vashon
« Feqe Value, Vashon
« Yaghon Pharmacy
« Feigy Hulbert, Alki, West Seattle
« Yaghon Chamber of Commerce
GENERAL CONTRACTORS
DESIGN  *  BULD
7420 SW Maury Park Road

Vashon, WA 98060
SHOP 463-2739
WA License BROC**211D02
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FROMBACH
METALS

cusToM:

Troflises Gatos Railings

Original motal Art for Home, Garden,

and Commercial Appfications
Richard Frombach 206-463-9403

GENERAL CONTRACTORS
DESIGN ' 8UILD

BROCO

7420 SW Maury Park Read
Vashon, WA SB060

SHOP 463-2793

WA License BROC"211D2

VETERANS RECOGNITION PERGOLA AT MERCERDALE

Descriptive Statement

My concept is designed to create a sense of place at the plaza of Mercerdale Park,
enhancing its use and visual appeal from all angles of the park. [n this way, the
plaza itself wlll be a reminder of the citizens' wishes to recognize their Veterans in a
central gathering space.

This proposal is for the construction of a pergola, angled to reflect and compliment
the existing architecture of the plaza.

COn top of the central portion of the pergola is a domed structure which will give
visual loft. Within the "hatband” of the structure facing the stairs and fountain wlll
be the words "Honoring the service of our Veterans.” On the opposing side, facing
the grass will be 5 symbais that represent the armed services. In this way, the core
of the pergola will create a hallowed space.

Included in the design are unobtrusive hooks to be used for attachments of sound
reflective cloth to the central area and adjacent wings that will serve as a backdrop
and transform the pergola into a performance structure facing the fawn.

Structure

The structure is to be constructed of primed and painted (deep graphite color) steel.
Designed to create a backdrop to the plaza and focal polnt from the street, the
plaza or the lawn area, the pergola configuration invites meandering toward the
central portion where the viewer will be reminded of its purpose to honor the
Veterans. The central portlon gives a performance area of approximately 22 x 12
feet with additional area to be gathered from the side wings.

Installation

The legs will be anchored to the site from internal brace plates by threaded rods to
a steel/concrete anchorage, Final engineering of this will be done upon acceptance
of the project.

AB 3797
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FROMBACH
METALS

CUSTOM:

Trelises Galos Railings

Criginal metal Art for Home, Garden,

and Commercial Applications
Richard Frombach 206-463-8403
VETERANS RECOGNITION PERGOLA AT MERCERDALE
8
$ Includes materials, labor, site prep, transportation and installation
cost. The cost of the final engineering Is included in this amount and
wlil be done on acceptance of proposal. All welding will be done by
certified welders.
41,275 Design and drafting of the project
$ 1,260 Lettering within the “hatband” of the structure - “Honoring the service
of our Veterans®
$ 2460 The 5 logos that represent the armed services
$ ) TOTAL
TAX ON TOTAL PROJECT
%55 ] TOTAL PROJECY BUDGET
PASMENT
50 ‘-:_‘TE:__:.» at time of contract, 25% due when two cuter wings are set.
Fin@@ament due when dome and final work is completed.
GENERAL CONTRACTORS
DESIGN ' BULLD
7420 SW Maury Park Road

Vashon, WA 98060
SHOP 463-2793
WA License BROC""211D2
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Cast Bronze, 2D Graphics

Diameter

12 Inches- $400.00
18 - $690,00

24 Inches- $1136,00

30 Inches- $2090,00
36 Inches- 0,00
40 Inches- $3690.00
48 Inches- $5990.00

Al Prices Include
FREE Shippingl
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Raphael Architects

95 Elm Street Hartford CT 06106

Dear Susan:

It was a pleasure seeing you and Pat at your bome Sunday. Thank you. I was also happy to see and discuss with
you, the proposed design for the ‘Performance Facility' that wili be built in the Park, 1 thought it might be helpful to
you to note some of the thoughts we talked about

[ have had the rewarding opportunity to coatribute to several performance facilitics here in Connecticut. These
include the 'Pavilion’ in Bushnell Park. The ‘Pavilion® is a 75 x 40' multi purpose theater , dance, music and
presentation venue which is situated on the side of a vast open park meadow that is utilized for audience scating of
several thousand people. This meadow forms the lawn in the back of our beautiful Victorian State Capitol building
designed by Architect Richard Upjohn. { was also Architect for a smaller facility in Putnam , CT that is 32' x 22",
Probably the most valuable contribution I can provide you in your endeavor would be my observations of the
success (or short comings ) of these structures. I will note below some of the major areas | have learned to be
sensitive to and discuss them briefly in terms of your design:

Function: ! urge you to make every design decision based on use and function. There is no substitute. If the facility
does not work well it will be disliked no matter how beautiful.

Beauty Your structure will be a handsome addition to the Park. [ like the simplicity and the classic style of it
(although 1 would describe the design as modem!). Beauty and more importantly ‘appropriateness” is actually a need
and function of the facility. By the way, | think a scale model of the proposed design would be valuable to many
people to help them visualize the design. Color and finish wise, there are rust and forest greens that may be natural
looking colors in the Park setting. At the same time, and given the playful 'erector set’ component design, you could
look at primary colors (although this would be more of a risk). In terms of Plan, I prefer that you keep the structure
simple and therefore 1 might prefer the 'straight’ plan as opposed to the plan with the diagonal lines. I find the
design to be appropriate for the Park sctting in its classic simplicity, symmetry and scale.

Dimension I must tell you that 600 square feet is a typical minimum by most standards. Your proposed floor plate of
22 x 12" may be appropriate for 2 rows of 8 performers plus a drummer. (maximum). Given that the "Stage' floor is
on grade, there is flexible room here by simply extending the available space out beyond the front or back of the
actual stage area, The ‘wings’ on each end will allow for expansion although the use is limited by the columns of
the structure, which are close to each other. With a 9 foot clearance, | foot and 17 foot total height, there is some
ability to erect a temporary platform within the Plan of the Facility for some needed site line improvement.

The floor area of the stage should be a direct result of the use. The existing design reflects todays stated 'Program’;
but remember it does not allow for (lexibility in the future.. You will not be providing a space for most dancer
groups or an orchestra or a 'Big Band' performance. (for example 25 -30 performers). We know that the use may
change in the future. The itony here is that, the more successful the structure is, the more uses will appear in the
future wanting to utilize the structure.

Site Lines | am sorry to be a nudge on this one (and [ know there are other important considerations) but please be
sure everyone understands that a stage on the level of the audience is [umiting site lines in teims of audience depth.
People cannot see over other audience members who are standing or even seated in typical lawn furniture tn front of
them. I would raise the stage platform. [ you are sure (as stated) that there has not been in the past a raised stage
nor will there be a need in the future then you are quite right in providing for the performance space to be on grade.
While site lines are limited, you do get the advantage of flexibility, cost savings and simplicity. As stated above you
can erect a temporary platform (of limited height) should the need arise.

Tel 860.560.9191 Fa1860.560.9192 c-mzil joel.rapheal@sheglobal.net
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Page 2

allow for performances in the rain (obviously). Your fabric roof, if well
fegians to confidently set up during the day (when it is raining or
i the sky clears. It also insures that valuable instruments are not

threatening to rain) for a later perfornil _
damaged in a sudden downpour. This¢fgalls you can operate when the weather is threatening. This will vastly
zgithe weather is 50/50.

Stage Roof The roof over the stage d¥siid

jfulrthe performers. this may enhance the beauty and the practicality of the

. I have pever experienced summer light in the porth and West Side of
a time zone so [ cannot respond to replE®4f daylight at 9pm. I am thinking more of light for aesthetic effect and
again, flexibility of use.

Backdrop The backdrop will also be tiggafiric like that on the overhead. The legs of the pergola are designed to
have hidden rings for toggles to connediibgsail material.. This will allow for where the necessary equipment, trash,
backup materials, props, instruments, dyffiles will be. If any drama is contemplated, the backdrop gives you a
backstage, a stage left and right. If you s &multiple performing groups, they have a place 10 be while waiting unti]
their turn.

Electric Power Speakers use a lot of pagar. So does stage lighting if installed in the future, Should the anticipated
use change in the future, cxpanded elediiaghpower could be extended to the facility.

Equipment Interface This is for the sta fiiagers of the performers to access whatever power or speaker or
lighting you have. Known as ‘Union C tors', there are two prevailing types. This requires enclosed space.

Stage Surface If you don't anticipate dajpge fhen you may be OK. Dancers need a resilient floor.

o will help, [ believe you have space for speaker towers in front of the
performers which is critical. If you nee@&#@y on natural acoustics then I suggest an acoustic consultant as we had
here .in Hartford. Our Pavilion was fitf@sth acoustic panels in the ceiling that disburse sound waves. Because
you are not relying on acoustic transmigfioof sound you do not have this need.

Acousticg The use of electronic amplifi§a

Storage Think about safety equipment @ emiporary snow fencing (used to keep the audience 10 or 20 feet from the
performers).

Toilets Can be portable units when needyd. Believe it or not, when our {acility in Hartford became very popular for
big name perfonmers, we had to respondite @¥mands of some of the big shots and provide some of the comforts of
heme.

Security Night lighting? Lighting for thigagudfence to safely disburse at the end of the performance? Telephone or
computer cotinection? Vandalism? Gra @i asic Public Address system? Consider these possibilities. A painted
steel structure is actually a good solutiothas gaini can cover graffiti easily. Can you protect the fabric ceiling?

Lightning Protection [ don't claim to be v egpert here but we always include 2 basic protection system.

In summary, your proposed design will §zagatractive and functional addition to the Park for its intended use as
described. It's a delightful light structur based on a classical theme. I like it. Remember however it is limited
in its scope and will not suit a wide vari uses. Use the list above as a checklist and then feel confident.

IT' 1 can be of further help fet me know.

Joel Raphael
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Message bl 4 Page 1 of 1

Jennifer Berner

From: Michael Cero [mscero@‘ etnet]
Sent:  Wednesday, October 08, 2
To: Susanlandon@aol.com
Subject: Memorial Plaza

Yiew with me the latest submission. The pergola design by Richard
mind when we began the selection process many months ago. The
Wether the water fountain and the raised planter beds. Money is

jean find the funds and commitment to bring the fountain and planter
Ath that of the pergola. After all, it's not just the pergola that will be
iBteran's "Plaza.”

Susan, Thank you for taking the time (B
Frombach satisfies the design criteria §
pergola has the added benefit of bringy
always an issue, | hope your committe
beds to the level of repair commensurd
evaluated. It's the sum of the parts of {ige

Thank you for your commitment and sepvig@in seeing this project through.

Good Luck

Mike Cero

Commander

VFW Post 5760
AB 3797
Exhibit 9
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Page 1 of 1

Jennifer Berner

From: Amanda Clark [amandac3@comcast.net]
Sent: Wednesday, October 08, 2003 6:01 PM
To: Susan Landon

Subject: Veteran's Project

Hello, Susan,

As you know, | was the first chair of the Veteran's Memornial project. The program committee, which included the
current Commander of the VFW Post 5760, Mike Cero, developed the plan for the RFP, which included the
results of various public meetings with local veterans as well as citizens interested in preserving Mercerdale Park.

At the meeting of the committee to chose a piece from those submitted, one was chosen which | felt represented
the goals of the program committee. Unfortunately, not everyone on the committee was present, and some
dissent arose after the fact, A strong dissenting view was that the selection did nol represent a "sense of place."
There was also a desire for something with utilitarian value, such as a band shell, but we did not have the funds
for such a project, nor was such a design offered.

Finally, because of the dissension, the selection was rejected. A new committee was formed, with a new chair
from the Arts Council (| was no longer a member). My understanding is that the design chosen by that committee
likewise was rejected.

I'm not very familiar with the project after that. | do know, though, that a tremendous amount of work and energy
has gone into this project, and that decisions were made after much deliberation. However, just as a personal
opinion | fully support the idea of a band shell and of this design, which | believe will add to the ambience of the
park as well as become a gathering place for Mercer Islanders.

Amanda
AB 3797
Exhibit 9
Page 31
10/18/2003

AB 3826
Exhibit 1
Page 34



Y

Provided ad “he 101.3/
Lovaed | e_(,-hnj

'The Mayor and City Couneﬂ October 6, 2003
City of Mercer Island

a

Many veterans living here gp\F
appropriate place where th
the sovereignty of our natigh
reminder that the price of £

treer Island are interested in a proposal to construct an

fices made by millions of Americans, in the defense of
the freedoms we all enjoy, will be kept as a permanent
JL' in is constant vigilance.

Attached hereto is a petitiongidhed by some resident veterans and relatives of living and
deceased members of our agjiedforces. The petition requests the City Council to delay
any action on the proposed @ for the veteran project sent to the City Council by the
Arts Council. Their proposedidesign is not appropriate for a memorial and in fact the Arts
Council apparently recogniZvtis since they refer to it only as a "remberance”

There are no active or retired.agned services persons serving on the Arts Council. This
may account for their reluct} CEror mablhty to fully appreciate the significance of service
and sacrifices by American&}&22ns in defense of our nation. During the time they have
been working on the projecm}) Veteran input was taken into consideration. Attempts by
some veterans to participatefwege totally rejected by the Arts Council. We believe this to
be regrettable and inexcusa

The purpose of the Arts Coupgilids not as a design agency and the veteran memorial
project should not have beeggasSigned to them in the first place. Rather, a special
committee should have beerydpgointed by the City Council selected for the purpose from
resident individuals of appr§pFigte age, experience, technical expertise and appreciation
for the real intent of such a ggajEet. It is not too late to take such action.

We sincerely hope that the Gigy«ouncil will, during deliberations, carefully consider the
desires and ideas of our veteFanscomimunity.

Respecifully submitted;

T T

G(én T. Sparrow/
2220 - 82™ Avenue SE
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We, The Undersigned VETERANS, SERVICE PERSONNEL BEIMWES,AIIII CONCERNED
GITIZENS Herehy Bespectiully Reguest That The MERCER ISLAND EITY COBNCIL Allow And
Gonsider PUBLIC INFOT At A HEARING On THE Praposed Plans Fer The VETERANS MEMORIAL
Praject Before Final COUNCHL nnnrml And l:nmmencemem 0f Construction Thereon.

AE ABLRESS PHONENUMBER SERVISE CONNECTIEN orc
. Col e 2Ot >z e Wuw 2 Hrr Feo
PN S . fl . 254 - B
R%ssm R TTPE UL
YH e M NIRRT S R
o Sierew 22 ~827TE 232 ~ogys3 csppe I s,

o

Thvcnt Gate Cgt 5" DTGdT Frigng o Foe
27_0 -'232—084‘5’ Cov et d  Fovees
ﬂ%ﬁ574%*iffiu%; z h(hﬂlﬁ‘ﬁQbhénﬂﬁdktjgg
D i bpesobie Cai{ 3‘1‘ @-55232“7?‘/4' Mot - LA 2
Qs Burmeidlen 2805 765 Mhes G2 2% 30a cligp
BarBARS StHWARTZ §Z9ema —2ﬁ1.,4;5 Y

oy Wine—wgynn 0¥ ST LDW‘%— Loh
L OUs 4 M)ﬁfe,ewc,é 3002 76Th AV, &% 20(2305.?1.1 (e Ssa/

F MaeartS FREE A 3700 29U ok e
Bred T Tavis M9 SE750 Fe, 420 pug g,

Sob-2552He, Carizend
Ao Guew i ;)”?i.,lm:ru Auc SE fo VRN
. “ 2 I.; 1/!‘{_.’]‘;_
'._)tl\.'l}ull) \1/!__\.._!. ._, "'._. J_C -fr\ I 4o J\.
P B i/ i A /._.,—“:,-
~ iy befy. R L-, ;- Sorre v L, : ""t’ oy
J?( v}(',\ WJ . woai ¥ ST el Ln . ,\Juﬂa._ (11 4 }
GL1 830 Peate 5. f 132-€5k At
&‘“gaﬁkb ri Br 130 "232-12 f 7z
- O 2x & 321122 < AKX -
Devis A) '5&6{'5’/ n Pebx 740 252-G222 VS AP P RCC
} g I?
witaian F AB 3797
Exhibit 10
Dana 29

AB 3826
Exhibit 1
Page 36



We, The Undersigned VETERANSYSERVICE PERSONNEL, RELATIVES, AND CONCERNED
- CITUENS Bereby Respeciiiiylanucst That The MERCER ISLAND CITY COONCIE Allow And
Consider PUBLIC INPYT ATRSEARING On THE Preposed Pians For The VETERANS MEMORIAL
Project Before Finat COUNCIEARroval And Gommencement 6f Construction Thereon.
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MERCER ISLAND, WA 98040
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November 18, 2003

Dear Mercer Island Resident:

The Mercer Island Arts Council would like to express its appreciation to all the Veterans and
residents of Mercer Island who contributed to the selection process of the Veteran's Recognition
Projecl since its official inception in June 2001. From the initial meeting at the VFW Hall in
Oclober 2001 to the City Council approval of the project November 3 2003, over 30 hours of
public meetings have been held. Hundreds of volunteer hours have been devoted to the
successful selection of a fitting tribute to the contributions to our community by our veterans.
Veterans have been integral to every aspect of this process from the formulation of the project
description by the Program Writing Committee, participation in the Arlist Selection Committees (5
Veterans), and regular attendance at Mercer Island Arts Council meetings where monthly
updales were made.

This has heen a protracted process because the Veterans were very clear that this project should
create "a sense of place” where our community could gather for a variety of reasons and be
reminded of the continuing contributions of those who serve our nation in the ammed forces. For
this reason the site selecled was Mercerdale Park where the community holds conceris and other
public events. Many of the submissions for the project were rejected because they were merely
decorative and not functional.

The domed pergola, designed by Richard Frombach satisfies the many requirements of the
Veteran's requests: its location at the edge of the plaza by the lawn enhances the plaza as a
gathering place; its versatility to be used as a performance space, with canvas overhead and
background protection when needed, gives it a utility and echoes the tradition of commemorative
band shells throughout the US; its domed design is reminiscent of memorial buildings since
classical times. The inscription inside the dome creates a hallowed space within the structure
inspiring contemplation.

As designed, the inside of the "hatband” of the dome facing and visible to the entry to Mercerdale
Park will be inscribed "Honoring the Service of Our Veterans,” and the opposing band facing the
lawn will display medallions of the 5 armed services. In response to a City Council request that
the public have one more opgportunity to give input on the verbiage, The Mercer Island Arts
Council is prepared to devote the majority of its meeting on Wednesday, December 10th 1o public
input on the wording. Because of the great interest the public and our veterans have shown in
this project, all attendees are encouraged to bring their suggestions IN WRITING and will have 3
minutes to make their proposals. In this way we can insure that all will have their opportunity to
contribute.

The Mercer Island Arts Council welcomes all residents to attend this meeting. Again, thank you
to all who have contributed so much time and energy to making this project something of which
we can all be proud.

WM

Susan Landon, Chair
Mercer Island Arts Council
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