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Deane’s Children’s Park Site Plan
Purpose

1. Provide input on public art opportunities that align with the 
preferred design theme and could be integrated into Phase I 
Improvements of Deane’s Children’s Park.



Project Background



Formation
Deane’s Children’s Park Site Plan

ISLAND CREST PARK
Existing Park Boundary

BIKE SKILLS AREA
Existing Boundary

SITE PLAN LIMITS
Scope of Work

LEGEND

• Park built in 1962

• City acquired park in 1968

• Park renamed in 1985 in honor of Lola & Phil Deane

• Mercer Island Preschool Association (MIPA) 
partnered with City in 2005 for playground 
renovation.



Project Background
Deane’s Children’s Park Site Plan

PROS Plan
• Conditions assessment revealed play equipment 

near end of its useful life

• 1 of 5 playgrounds identified for replacement 

2022 Parks Levy

• Continued funding for replacement of 15 play 
structures, forest management, and Parks O&M

• Deane’s Children’s Park prioritized for early 
replacement due to: 

o Age and condition

o Site opportunities for universally accessible play



Early Site Assessment
Deane’s Children’s Park Site Plan

Play Equipment
• Near end of its useful life

• Equipment not accessible, lacks diverse 
& inclusive opportunities

Park Amenities
• Structures near end of their useful life

• Furnishings not accessible, in disrepair

Site Circulation
• Play areas spread out, lack wayfinding
• Trails /paths not accessible, not defined
• Accessible parking stalls non-compliant



Phase I Community Engagement



Engagement - Initial Input
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Overview:
• Conducted April – May 2025
• One online survey: 102 responses

• One open house: 20 participants

• Two community event booths
• Four Elementary school visits

Key Takeaways:
• Strong support for inclusive & accessible play 
• Active & diverse play features preferred

o Swings, climbers, spinners & ziplines top choices

• Treehouse Adventure & Fairtyale Kingdom top 
two themes

• Preserve park’s wooded character

West Mercer Elementary School Visit



Preliminary Design Concepts







Phase II Community Engagement



Engagement - Design Concepts
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Overview:
• Conducted July – August 2025
• One online survey: 72 responses

• Four community event booths
o Summer Celebration, Music in the Park, National 

Night Out, Pride in the Park

Key Takeaways:
• Broad support for Woodsy Wonders
• Integrate Kenton’s Dragon in refined design

• Support for imaginative play

• Climbing and sliding most popular play in larger 
structures

Pride in the Park Community Event Booth



Public Art Integration - Opportunities



Sculptural Elements – Entryways & Pass Throughs
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Integrated Media
Deane’s Children’s Park Site Plan



Functional Site Elements
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Directional Elements
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Discussion



Deane’s Children’s Park Site Plan
Purpose

1. Provide input on public art opportunities that align with the 
preferred design theme and could be integrated into Phase I 
Improvements of Deane’s Children’s Park.



Next Steps



1. Compile input on preferred public art opportunities for Phase I Improvements.

• Further evaluate options during 30% design effort, beginning 2026

2. Present the preferred plan, play equipment features, and public art input to the 
Parks and Recreation Commission at the November 6, 2025, Regular Meeting.

3. Return to Arts Council during 30% design with updated options for review.

Next Steps



Thank You!
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