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Parks, Recreation & Open Space Plan Update

Parks & Recreation Commission: February 4, 2021
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Survey #1 Highlights

e Designed in coordination with staff and
Park & Recreation Commission

e February — March 2020
e Mailed to 2,500 randomized addresses

e 525 respondents (21% response rate)

e Online survey available to entire
community

e Survey datasets kept separated

Mercer Island Parks, Recreation & Open Space Plan Update

1,763 completed ] e o

City of Mercer Island

Community Survey on Parks and Recreation

Dear Mercer Island Resident:

The City of Mercer Island has begun a community-driven process to update its citywide Parks, Recreation and
Open Space Plan (PROS Plan). We need your help to determine how to prioritize projects and where to focus to
keep our parks and programs thriving. As an initial step in the process, the City is conducting this short, random-
sample survey 1o assess the community's recreation and faclity needs, Additional public engagement will follow,
and final review of the Plan is tentatively targeted for the end of 2020. Your opinions are important to the City.

The survey has 17 questions and will only take a few minutes to complete.

If you prefer to take the survey online, use the unique ID number above to access the survey
at miprosplan.com or with this QR code:

1. When you think about the things that contribute to the quality of life in Mercer Island, would you say
that public parks and recreation opportunities are... ( CHECK ONE OPTION )
O Essential to the quality of Iife here O Usefud, but not important
O important, but not really essential O Not Important at all

City of Mercer Island for meeting your needs for parks,
are.... ( CHECK ONLY ONE BOX IN EACH ROW )
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3. How often do you visit or use Mercer Island Parks & Recreation facilities, parks, or open spaces?
O At least once a week O Afew times over the year
O Two or three times a month O Do not visit facilities / parks / open spaces
O About once a month O Don't know

4. What would you say are the main reasons you visited Mercer Island Parks & Recreation facilities, parks,
or open spaces In the past year? ( CHECK ALL THAT APPLY )

O Adult sports league O Outdoor sport courts

O Beach / waterfront O Playgroun:

O ek O Private event / celebration

O Boating / watersports O Public art viewing

O Class or camp O Relaxation

O Community events / concerts O Public meeting

O Dog walking / exerche O Walking or running

O Family gatherings / pknics O Widife viewing

O Fishing a e

O Fitness O N/A- | did’t go to Mercer Island parks or open spaces
O other:

Survey #1 Highlights

Demographics

* Mail survey skewed slightly
older and households
without children

e Online survey skewed
slightly middle-aged and
with children

65 and
older

* Geographicdistribution

same between both
datasets

Mercer Island Parks, Recreation & Open Space Plan Update

Survey Respondents M.I. Population

Mail
0%
5%
12%
19%
26%

39%

100%

Online-only Combined Full Over 20

1% 0% 25% =

5% 5% 12% 16%
23% 20% 12% 16%
33% 28% 17% 23%
19% 21% 14% 19%

20% 26% 20% 27%
100% 100% 100% 100%
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Survey #1 Highlights

Need Not
Well Met

Have Need
for More

Pedestrian trails 5.1%

Interest in park system Bike trails 12.2%

investments Lighted sport fields 13.7%

Synthetic turf fields Indoor fitness & exercise facilities 11.2%

Lighted sport fields Synthetic turf fields 13.8%

Indoor fitness & exercise Sport fields for soccer, football, lacrosse 4.6%

facilities Picnic shelters / small gathering spaces 5.0%

Bike trails Off-leash dog areas (enclosed dog parks) 5.4%

Boating / watersports facilities 5.8%

Paddle / racquet sport courts (tennis,... 6.1%

0.0% 20.0% 40.0%
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Survey #1 Highlights Have Need eed ot
for More Well Met
Adult classes, such aswaer‘tlsn,ecsrsafts, music, fitness or 7.7%
Interest in recreation Performing arts, such as community theater or 14.3%
opportunities o s e 103%
Boating programs A e
Perform i ng arts Outdoor classes, suoc:ea:tgz:i:gg, environmental or 14.1%
OUtdOOI’ Classes Youth sports prograrr;iea;licamps during school 6.8%
Swimming & water safety Youh acthiies such as iness, music, arts or 8.4%
Educational classes Swimming & water s;r;enzssuch as classes or for 12.2%
e
T aitie, g ormeath 6.8%
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Survey #1 Highlights

Open-ended Responses

* Protect access to nature, trees, and open space for both people and wildlife

e Interestin specific improvements, such as pickleball courts, sports fields, picnic
shelters, and park restrooms

* Restore the Summer Celebration, including the parade and fireworks

e Improve water-oriented opportunities, such as splash pads, lifeguards at
beaches, improvements to docks at Luther Burbank Park, kayak/canoe/SUP
rentals, and creation of sailing/rowing programs

Mercer Island Parks, Recreation & Open Space Plan Update
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Survey #1 Highlights
1 Ce i P&R
Information s . - - Rg
Channels e [ -~ I -
P&R
e (City website
" Eventsigns I I
P&R Guide N% M.I. Weekly 35%
* P&RNewsletter o [N = o [ -+
Flyers at City Fly it Cit;
Let’s Talk l 4% Let’s Talk . 5%
None | 1% MNone I 2%
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%
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Joint Session Take-Aways

e Take advantage of the uniqueness of Mercer Island
(i.e., water-oriented programs & facilities)

¢ No net loss of open space — preserve natural areas
e Invasive species management
e Plan for ongoing maintenance & fiscal sustainability

e Concern about recreation programming becoming
too commercial

e Explore partnerships & opportunities for volunteers

e Accommodate for diverse range of age groups &
abilities (all-inclusive)

Mercer Island Parks, Recreation & Open Space Plan Update
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Discussion Questions

(7

Given what you learned from the first survey W77 758
and in preparation for the next phase of / 7 )
community engagement:

* What areas/topics should we explore
further? Dive into a bit more?

*  What additional information do you need
from the community to start forming a
recommendation on the long-term
strategy for the PROS Plan?

Mercer Island Parks, Recreation & Open Space Plan Update
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Next Steps

* The project team will take the feedback
from this meeting and begin developing
the framework for the March 23 Virtual
Open House.

* A second survey will also be developed as a
companion to the Virtual Open House for
release at the end of March/early April.

» Staff will review plans for the next phase of
community outreach with the Parks and
Recreation Commission at the March 4,
2021 meeting.
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