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Purpose

1. Does the preferred plan reflect the types of play identified through community 
input? Are there any gaps or adjustments needed? 

2. Does the plan provide a thoughtful balance between formal play, active 
elements, and open spaces that support informal play?

3. Does the plan provide clear, inclusive access for a range of ages and abilities, 
including pathways, surfacing, and play elements?

4. Are the park’s character, themes, and signature elements appropriately 
incorporated?

The purpose of this presentation is to update the Parks & Recreation Commission on 
the development of the preferred Site Plan for Deane’s Children’s Park and discuss 
the following:



Background



Site Context
• Park built in 1962

• City acquired park in 1968

• Park renamed in 1985 in honor of Lola & Phil Deane

ISLAND CREST PARK
Existing Park Boundary

BIKE SKILLS AREA
Existing Boundary

SITE PLAN LIMITS
Scope of Work

LEGEND



Early Site Assessment
Play Equipment

• Near end of its useful life

• Equipment not accessible, lacks diverse & 
inclusive opportunities

Park Amenities

• Structures near end of their useful life

• Furnishings not accessible, in disrepair

Site Circulation

• Play areas spread out, lack wayfinding

• Trails /paths not accessible, not defined

• Accessible parking stalls non-compliant



Preliminary Design Concepts - Recap



Community Engagement Summary
Overview:
• Conducted July – August 2025

• One online survey: 72 responses

• Four community event booths

o Summer Celebration, Music in the Park, National 
Night Out, Pride in the Park

Key Takeaways:
• Broad support for Woodsy Wonders
• Integrate Kenton’s Dragon in refined design

• Support for imaginative play

• Climbing and sliding most popular play in larger 
structures, followed by balancing and tunnels

Pride in the Park Community Event Booth



Play Equipment – Look & Feel

Top-Rated Overall 2nd Choice – Online Survey 2nd Choice – Event Voting



Preferred Design Concept



Public Art Integration - Opportunities



Public Art Integration
Arts Council Meeting

• Discussed 1% for Art funding and public art opportunities 
in Phase 1 and future phases

• Explored sculptural, graphic, and functional art using 
natural, treehouse-inspired materials

• Recommendations will be included in Site Plan report

• Support for student involvement to shape theme and 
final designs



Inclusive Design Principles













Preferred Site Plan



• Builds on “Woodsy Wonders” concept

• Showcases the site’s natural woodland 
character with treehouse-inspired play

• Integrates select “Quest” elements — 
restroom and picnic shelter 

• Adds a sensory bridge/pathway 
connecting to Kenton’s Dragon

Summary

Legend

Preferred Site Plan



Accessible Routes
• Slopes meet standard ADA 

accessibility requirements

Adaptive Routes
• Slopes exceed standard ADA 

grades but meet trails and 
playspace accessibility 
requirements

Accessible Parking

Accessible & Adaptive Circulation







Park Amenities



Play Components



Critter Corner
Overview

• Park entry play area for ages 2 - 5

• Forest critter themed, on the 
way to the Dragon’s den

• Adaptive climbers for play, 
exploration, and quiet time

• Small-scale introduction to the 
park with clear sightlines









Discovery Path
Overview

• Link play elements for ages 2 - 5

• Offers mix of active and passive 
experiences

• Small-scale interventions to 
minimize tree impacts

• Thoughtfully placed within 
canopy gaps











Overview

• Play elements integrated along 
forested trails

• Small-scale features with big 
impact for all ages

• Minimal surfacing to protect 
trees

• Designed for inclusive, varied 
play experiences

Discovery Path Extended | Forest Surprises



Intermediate Structures
Overview

• Central play zone structures for 
wide range of ages and abilities

• Connects to Discovery Path and 
nearby amenities

• Hub for imaginative, sensory-
rich, and parallel play

• Offers smaller-scale challenges 
with height and perceived risk









Various Components
Overview

• Supplementary play elements 
guided by public feedback

• Includes swings, spinners, and 
rockers with adaptive features

• Supports individual and parallel 
play experiences

• Enhances overall play value and 
diversity











5 – 12+ Structure
Overview

• Large treehouse-inspired 
adventure for ages 5 – 12+

• Combines height with 
unstructured play experiences

• Multiple levels of interaction for 
different comfort levels 

• Prominent visual feature acts as 
a landmark







Parking Lot Improvements











Preliminary Phasing



Phase 1



Phase 2



Phase 3



Phase 4



Extra Opportunities



Discussion



Discussion
1. Does the preferred plan reflect the types of play identified through community 

input? Are there any gaps or adjustments needed? 

2. Does the plan provide a thoughtful balance between formal play, active 
elements, and open spaces that support informal play?

3. Does the plan provide clear, inclusive access for a range of ages and abilities, 
including pathways, surfacing, and play elements?

4. Are the park’s character, themes, and signature elements appropriately 
incorporated?



Next Steps



1. Refine the preferred plan and return to the PRC for further direction in January 
2026 (tentative).

2. Present final site plan and report for review at the February 5, 2026, Regular 
Meeting. 

• Commission will be asked to provide a recommendation to City Council for 
adoption of the Site Plan.

Next Steps



Thank You!
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