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Subsection (g) already addresses trees that are sheared or maintained as hedges. However, there are stand-alone Leyland cypresses in Medina that exceed 30 inches in diameter and function as individual trees rather than hedge plantings. These larger specimens can provide meaningful canopy, screening, and ecological value, and may warrant consideration outside of the hedge category. Clarifying this distinction would help ensure that mature, stand-alone Leyland cypresses are evaluated appropriately rather than being grouped with hedges.
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Trees identified on the King County Weed of Concern or Class C weed list, while not regulated, are known to be problematic and should also be added to the non-significant tree list. This includes species such as English holly, horse chestnut, Norway maple, European mountain ash, and black locust. All of these species are non-native, are known to naturalize and compete with native trees, and should be discouraged from planting.

https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dnrp/nature-recreation/environment-ecology-conservation/noxious-weeds/identification-control/noxious-weeds-list
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This specifically relates to the following code section and implies the City may allow removal of a healthy “non-significant” right-of-way tree:

16.52.200 – City Tree Removals

D. Removal of a city tree located within an open or closed city right-of-way may be allowed for the following:

Any tree having less than a ten-inch diameter breast height size; and any trees not included on the “City of Medina Suitable Tree Species List” for the right-of-way having less than a 36-inch diameter breast height size.

Because these trees fall below the size threshold or are not included on the City’s suitable species list, they may be considered non-significant and therefore eligible for removal at the City’s discretion, even when the tree is otherwise healthy, non-hazardous, and not a nuisance. 

Is this distinction necessary?
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Expand this list to include additional non-native conifer species that are well-suited to the Pacific Northwest and capable of reaching large stature. This could include conifer species such as deodar cedar, Atlas cedar, Lebanese cedar, giant sequoia, coast redwood, dawn redwood, European larch, and ponderosa pine, all of which grow well in the regional climate and are capable of reaching at least 50 inches in diameter under appropriate conditions.
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Exclude small trees from the list 4. Developers tend to favor the first three species, as they are inexpensive and readily available.

Mountain hemlock is a very slow-growing tree with a relatively small canopy.

Dwarf Hinoki cypress is also slow-growing and develops a small canopy.

Vine maple is more of a small, shrubby tree and does not provide substantial canopy cover.

Red alder is a short-lived native and a pioneering species that converts atmospheric nitrogen into plant-available nitrogen in soils. It is common, relatively weak-wooded, and is not typically available in a code-compliant planting size.

Western hazelnut is more accurately characterized as a large shrub than a tree. Also not typically available in code compliant size.
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Exclude the following small trees from the list 5. 

Vine maple is more of a small, shrubby tree and does not provide substantial canopy cover.

Red alder

Western hazelnut
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Flowering plum is notoriously difficult to manage under power lines. It readily produces vertical sucker growth along branches and responds aggressively with additional suckering when pruned. It is also a relatively short-lived species that is prone to disease and has relatively weak wood.


