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Seahawks need Thursday night win over Cowboys seorts > &1
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WINNER OF 11 PULITZER PRIZES
$2.00 INDEPENDENT AND LOCALLY OWNED FOR MORE THAN 127 YEARS

State board OKs building code
designed to curb gas appliances

By ISABELLA BREDA efficiency of heat pumpsin order earlier this year after a federal Rather than outright requiring
Seattle Times staff reporter toinstall gas in new commercial  court overturned Berkeley, Cali-  electric heat pumps, it would .

It will soon become nearly and residential buildings. The fornia’sban on gasinnewbuild-  make it more cumbersome and
impossible to install fossil-fueled new requirements could go ings and opponents filed similar  expensive for builders to meet
appliances to heat new homes into effect as soon asMarch 15,  challenges in Washington. energy efficiency targets without
and businesses in Washington. ~ barring any additional legal This week the state Building installing heat pumps.

Under building code amend-  challenges. Code Council approved a - The codes will require new
ments adopted Tuesday, builders =~ Washington pressed pauseon  watered-down version of its homes and buildings to meet
would need to matchtheenergy  its original heat pump mandate  original heat pump mandate. See‘> HEAT PUMPS, A6

Giving sockeyes a lift

CEDAR RIVER | Tribal and state workers are testing a new method to
help salmon reach their hatchery: trucking them past Lake Washington.
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Israel, Hamas
agree 1o deal
that extends
Gaza truce

LAST MINUTE | Qatar
announces Thursday
morning agreement.

By WAFAA SHURAFA, JACK JEFFERY
AND MELANIE LIDMAN
The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Israel and Hamas on
Thursday agreed to extend a temporary
truce by another day minutes before it was
set to expire, said Qatar, which has been
mediating between the two sides.

Negotiations on extending it came down
to the wire, with last-minute disagree-
ments over the hostages to be freed by
Hamas in exchange for another day of a
haltin fighting.

The Qatari Foreign Ministry said the
truce was being extended under the same
terms as in the past, under which Hamas
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< H e at p um ps The Washington state the governor’s office said. “The Council has merely  industry — their business of the U.S. District Court in
Energy Strategy, published ~ “The council did a good job ‘gamed’ the energy efficien-  modelis under threat right Eastern Washington said he
by the state Commerce working to comply withthe  cy crediting tables toim- now as we electrify every- did not want to delay an
Department, recommended  court’s decision. It stilltakes ~ posea defactobanonheat- thing,” said Jonny Kocher,a  update to statewide building
the same total energy perfor-  that buildings, which the necessary steps to im- ing appliances fueled by manager of Rocky Mountain  codes and cause a “chilling
mance as those built with account for 23% of the prove energy efficiencyand ~ natural gas or propane,” Institute’s Carbon Free effect” on other agencies
electric heat pumps while state’s emissions, shift decarbonize one of ourmost ~ Gregory Johnson, a senior Buildings program who trying to address climate
allowing builders flexibility ~ from fossil fuels to electric emissions intensive sectors.”  electrical engineer for Avis-  helped draft the amend- change.
to choose appliances. Basical- appliances, with a focus on While the council believes  ta, wrote to the Building ment. “... Thisiskind of a The state Building Code
ly, if builders choose gas the new amendment meets  Code Council. saber-rattling approach.” Council has 15 members
appliances, they will need to State lawmakers adopted  the letter of the law, gas Similarly, the Building Afederal judge in July appointed by the governor’s
make up the efficiencylosses  atarget of slashing energy utilities that filed previous Industry Association of denied arequest from the office.
elsewhere in the construc- consumption in new con- legal challenges, such as Washington, which chal- gas industry to ditch the new The council updates all
struction by 70% by 2031. Cascade Natural Gas, North-  lenged the earlier version of  state building code require- building codes every three
Heat pumps today can put  And by 2050, buildings west Natural, Avista and the codes, says the latest ments that called for the years.
out three to four times as should not be producing trade associations, argue may not comply with the installation of heat pumps in
much energyintheformof  greenhouse gas emissions. the new rule is impossible to ~ federal Energy Policy and new construction. Isabella Breda: 206-652-6536 or
heat as the amount of energy “We're encouraged by this  comply with and violates Conservation Act. In a ruling from the bench, ibreda@seattletimes.com; on
they consume in electricity. ~ news,” a spokesperson for federal preemption rules. “] appreciate thatthe gas  Chief Judge Stanley Bastian e S o
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Heat and disease are
estimated to kill
about half of the
returning sockeye to
Lake Washington.
Another 30% to 50%
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of the diseased fish
die in the river before
spawning. Less than

Ballard Locks Fish Ladder
The tadder contains 21
weirs that fish can jump
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all the avenues to grow the
program from four ponds for
trucked fish to 50 ponds, to
build this run back to sus-
tainable or harvestable lev-
els as fast as possible so the
tribes and sport fishers can
get back on the water.

To the co-managers, and
community, the rescue effort
is personal.

Frank Urabeck, a lifelong
Seattleite and sport fisher-
man, has long advocated for
these experimental efforts to
save the sockeye. He fought
for the construction of SPU’s
hatchery. He advocated for
the trucking experiment.
Now he’s advocating for a
future with sockeye for his
grandkids.

“How many years I got left
—Idon’t know,” Urabeck
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