MEDINA, WASHINGTON

Planning Commission

Tuesday January 27, 2026

Subject: Outdoor Lighting Ordinance

Planning Commission Action: Discussion item only. No action.
Staff Contact: Steve Wilcox, Development Services Director

summary

At its meeting on June 23, 2025 the City Council passed new outdoor lighting regulations. The
need for this new Medina Municipal Code Chapter 16.25 comes from Council priorities
established as a result of the recent adoption of the Middle Housing ordinance. Increased density
which can result from Middle Housing will have adverse impacts on the Medina community.
Impacts associated with outdoor lighting is seen as a high priority to address because we have
already had lighting complaints even prior to the new density rules.

MMC 16.25 is adopted as an Interim Official Control which is a process having some similarities
to a moratorium. An Interim Official Control is a process that adopts temporary (6-month)
regulations and allows those temporary regulations to be extended by Council for additional 6-
month periods following a public hearing with each extension. The benefit of an Interim Official
Control is that it allows a City to immediately apply important changes to its Municipal Code while
it studies the particulars that are appropriate of its permanent ordinance.

Amending Medina's Development Code Title 16 requires Planning Commission involvement.
Planning Commission is required to review, approve, and forward to the Council with
recommendation any new development ordinances. Because the outdoor lighting matter was
considered a community priority, Council accepted an Interim Official Control proposal which does
not require Planning Commission involvement. Council has given direction at its June 23, 2025
meeting for Planning Commission to study and process permanent outdoor lighting regulations to
be brought to Council before the expiration of the interim official control on outdoor lighting.
However, due to essentials of code amendment timing, an extension approval by Council of the
Interim Official Control (Ordinance 1050) was necessary and occurred on December 8, 2025,
extending the validity of the Interim Official Control until June 13, 2026.

Mahoney Planning, LLC is under contract with the City of Medina to provide on-call current and
long-range planning support services, and has been tasked with preparing the permanent
Outdoor Lighting Ordinance that will be recommended for adoption to City Council. Kim
Gunderson of Mahoney Planning has prepared and attached a PowerPoint slide deck that will be
presented to Planning Commission at its January 27, 2026 meeting; the slide deck details the
scope of the project, the project's goals, outstanding items to consider with Planning
Commission, and a project schedule that prioritizes the fastest possible adoption of Medina’s
Outdoor Lighting Ordinance. Importantly, this project has been designed with the intention of
efficiently building off of Medina’s Interim Official Control as a template, a work product that has
already been thoughtfully crafted to reflect feedback from City Council and now only needs
refinement to capture remnant direction from City Council. The new ordinance will apply to new
construction and is not retroactive to existing conditions.
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It is intended that over the coming months, Planning Commission will be asked to workshop a
final Outdoor Lighting Ordinance with the Development Services team that frames the City’s
expectation for appropriate outdoor lighting exemptions, applicability of the new ordinance, a
harmony between the built and natural environments, and particulars related to height, color,
shielding, and use for security and protection of property.

Attachment(s)

PowerPoint Slide Deck prepared by Mahoney Planning for presentation at January 27, 2026
Planning Commission meeting

Ordinance No. 1043 Outdoor Lighting
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