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Ryan Osada

From: Steve Burns

Sent: Friday, July 7, 2023 8:41 AM

To: Council

Subject: Gas-Powered Leaf Blower Brief 

Attachments: Gas-Powered Leaf Blower Brief - Open House and Survey Results.docx; Leaf Blower Written 

Comments.pdf; Leaf Blower Open House Comment Cards.pdf; Seattle Resolution Leaf Blowers.pdf; 

Kirkland Resolution Leaf Blower.pdf

Mayor and Councilmembers – 

 

I wanted to provide you with the Gas-Powered Leaf Blower Brief that will be covered during City Business at the 

Monday, July 10, 2023, Medina Council Mee&ng. 

 

I have included copies of the comment cards from the open house, ci&zen comments received by staff, and the 

resolu&ons passed by Sea+le and Kirkland. 

 

This informa&on will be included in the Council Packet. 

 

If you have any ques&ons or comments, please let me know. 

 

Steve 

 

Stephen R. Burns 
City Manager - City of Medina 
501 Evergreen Point Road 

Medina, WA 98039 

Office (425) 233-6412 

Cell (206) 510-7942 

sburns@medina-wa.gov 

 

 

**  WARNING - NOT FOR PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION  ** 
This electronic message, and/or its attachments, contain information, which may be privileged and confidential.  The information is intended for the exclusive use 
of the individual(s) or entity named above.  If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any secondary dissemination, disclosure, copying, distribution, or 
use of this information is prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately. 
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CITY OF MEDINA 
501 EVERGREEN POINT ROAD | PO BOX 144 | MEDINA WA 98039-0144 

TELEPHONE 425-233-6400 | www.medina-wa.gov 
 

 Date: July 3, 2023 
 

To:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 

From:  Stephen R. Burns, City Manager 
 

Subject: Gas-Powered Leaf Blower  
 

 
The Medina City Council provided City Staff with direction to provide residents 
with educational material regarding the hazards of gas-powered leaf blowers 
while soliciting feedback from residents about possible restrictions on gas-
powered leaf blowers.  This brief is an update to the Council regarding this topic. 
 

CITY STAFF ACTIONS 
 
Education 
In March 2023, City Staff created an education page on Engage Medina to 
provide information to residents about the hazards of gas-powered leaf blowers.  
The page is located at https://engagemedina.com/gas-powered-leaf-blowers. 
 
Open House 
The City hosted an Open House on Thursday, May 11, 2023, to solicit feedback 
from residents and professional landscapers about possible restrictions for gas-
powered leaf blowers.  Over 15 people showed up and spoke to staff about their 
concerns.  Most filled out comment cards which are included at the end of this 
brief. 
 
Written Feedback/Input 
During this process, City staff received several written recommendations and 
comments from residents and businesses.  These have been included in this 
report. 
 
Survey 
A citywide survey was sent out in June to solicit additional feedback from 
residents regarding gas-powered leaf blowers.  The survey was sent out both 
electronically and through the United States Postal Service. 
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With sincere appreciation to Councilmember Gokul for her help in putting 
together the survey, the questions that were asked include: 
 

1. Gas-powered leaf blowers cause both noise and air pollution. What aspect of 
leaf blowers most concerns you? 

a. Noise 
b. Pollution 
c. Nothing 
d. Other, please specify. 

2. If you had to select a gas-powered or electric leaf blower, what would you pick? 
a. Gas-Powered 
b. Electric 
c. None 

3. Medina Municipal Code reads that “professional yard maintenance and 
landscaping may take place only between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on 
weekdays. On Saturdays, professional yard maintenance and landscaping may 
occur between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. No such work is allowed on Sundays or 
legal holidays.” 
 
Do you find the code to be effective? 

a. Yes 
b. No 
c. If no, why? 

  
4. Would you favor further restrictions on hours of operation for leaf blowers? 

a. Yes 
b. No 
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Gas-Powered Leaf Blowers Survey Results 
 

231 mailed in postcards received. 
1. Gas-powered leaf blowers cause both noise and air pollution. What aspect of 

leaf blowers most concerns you? 
Noise Pollution Nothing Other 
122 70 67 Length of time they blow. 

Frequency. 
Health hazard. 
What professional landscapers 
rely on. 
Blows away debris – Not picked up 
and removed. 
Hours and duration. 

2. If you had to select a gas-powered or electric leaf blower, what would you pick? 

Gas-Powered Electric None 

54 142 17 
 

3. Medina Municipal Code reads that “professional yard maintenance and 
landscaping may take place only between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on 
weekdays. On Saturdays, professional yard maintenance and landscaping may 
occur between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. No such work is allowed on Sundays or 
legal holidays.” 
 
Do you find the code to be effective? 

Yes No If no, why? 
127 81 Yard work and construction takes place 7 

days a week. 
Should be no noise on Saturdays. 
Yard work on holidays. 
Work is done on Sundays.  
Could we amend to only allow quiet work 
before 8 AM? 
People don’t follow the code. 
Code should also apply to homeowners. 
Too much noise. 
Why can’t professional yard works use a 
brush or rake? 
Too much noise. 
Minimize hours of use. 
Not enforced. 
People don’t know about it. 
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No enforcement mechanism other than 
calling the police. 
7 AM is too early. 
Never on Sunday. 
Window is too long. 
Commercial should be limited to 
weekdays. 
Too early for gas blowers. 
No Sundays is remnant on the past. 
Some work longer. 
Golf course maintenance begins at 6 AM. 
No enforcement. 
People violate it. 
Could shorten hours. 
Needs enforcement on weekends. 
Ignored by landscapers. 

 
4. Would you favor further restrictions on hours of operation for leaf blowers? 

Yes No 
104 96 

Additional comments: 
 Please enforce decibel code. 
 Favor banning leaf blowers. 
 There should be no noise on Saturdays. 
 Sunday ban harms Medina residents. 
 Impacts climate change. 
 Ban on Saturdays too. 
 Limit noise 9:00 am to 5 pm six days a week. 
 Wait a couple of years for electric to improve – not yet as capable as gas. 
 Add weed whacker. 
 Change code from 7 AM to 8 AM. 
 Any work with noisy machines should be between 9 AM and 5 PM, not on 

weekends. 
 Sundays are noisy with homeowners using gas blowers. 
 Only favor restriction on hours if against the homeowners, not the contractors. 
 There should be strict enforcement 8 AM – 5 PM except Sun and holidays. 
 Gas-powered for landscapers and electric for homeowners. 
 Ban blowing into the street. 
 Isn’t it a hardship for landscapers to require them to buy new equipment? 
 Yard crews keep our neighborhoods beautiful. We should not make their jobs 

harder. 
 7:00 am is too early. 8:00 am is more tolerable. 
 Medina homeowners should have the right to work on their yards on Sunday. 
 Focus attention on other matters. 
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 End hours during the week by 6 PM. 
 Maintenance professionals need gas blowers.  

NOTE:  Council can review each individual survey response at City Hall, if requested.   
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COUNCIL OPTIONS 
 

There are several options for Council to consider on gas-powered leaf blowers.  
Below are a few options to consider: 
 
Option 1: Council could not act and wait until either King County or the State of 
Washington pass legislation banning gas-powered leaf blowers. 
 
Option 2: Council could refer to the Planning Commission by providing specific 
guidance to review and provide recommendations regarding gas-powered leaf 
blowers. 
 
Option 3: Council could direct staff to prepare a resolution like other jurisdictions 
which could include the following items: 
 

o Recommend or require Medina City Public Works to replace gas-powered 
leaf blowers with electric or battery operated within a time period or when 
phasing out old equipment.  

o Encourage residents and businesses to voluntarily replace gas-powered 
equipment with electric or battery operated. 

 
Option 4: Council could reduce the hours of leaf blower use through updating the 
code. 
 
Option 5: Council could pass an ordinance to ban gas-powered leaf blowers. 
 
 

      
 
Existing Medina Code Sections 
 
As a reference, the current MMC language regarding landscaping hours for 
professional and residential use. 
 
8.06.160. - Work hours for commercial construction and development 
activities and professional yard maintenance and landscaping. 
 
A.  General. Commercial construction and development activities and 

professional yard maintenance and landscaping may take place only 
between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on weekdays. On Saturdays, commercial 
construction and development activities may occur between 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m. and professional yard maintenance and landscaping may occur 
between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. No such work is allowed on Sundays or 
legal holidays set forth in RCW 1.16.050(1). 
 

8.06.140. - Exemptions—Sounds exempt during daylight hours. 
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The following sounds are exempt from this chapter between 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 
p.m. on weekdays, and between 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. on weekends, unless 
different hours are specified: 
 
A. Sounds created by bells, chimes, or carillons not operating for more than five 

minutes during any one-hour time frame; 
B. Sounds created by blasting, provided their operations are between 8:00 a.m. 

and 4:30 p.m. on weekdays, and between 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. on 
Saturday. 

C. Sounds originating from lawful pickets, marches, parades, rallies, and other 
similar public events. 

D. Sounds created by powered equipment when used by a resident or by the 
Overlake Golf and Country Club for the temporary or periodic maintenance 
or repair of their property or its appurtenances, including lawnmowers, leaf 
blowers, powered hand tools, and snow-removal equipment, provided such 
use is between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on weekdays and between 9:00 a.m. 
and 7:00 p.m. on weekends. 

E. Sounds originating from the required testing of emergency equipment such 
as generators. 

 

Attachments: 

1. Open House Comment Cards 
2. Written feedback, input, and comments 
3. Gas-powered Leaf Blower Resolutions from the City of Seattle and the City of 

Kirkland 
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RESOLUTION R-5585

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO IMPLEMENT AN ELECTRIC LEAF
BLOWER INITIATIVE TO TRANSITION THE CITY'S GAS-POWERED
HAND-HELD AND BACKPACK LEAF BLOWERS TO ELECTRIC,
ADMINISTER FINANCIAL INCENTIVES TO SUPPORT PRIVATE SECTOR
AND RESIDENT EQUIPMENT CONVERSION, AND EXPLORE
LEGISLATION TO PROHIBIT USE OF GAS-POWERED LEAF BLOWERS IN
THE CITY OF KIRKLAND BY DECEMBER 31, 2025.

WHEREAS, the Kirkland City Council has prioritized preserving
the environment by adopting the 2023-2024 Council Sustainable
Environment goal to "Protect our natural environment through
sustainable goals and practices to meet the needs of community
members for a healthy environment and clean energy without
compromising the needs of future generations"; and

WHEREAS, on December 8,2020 the Council adopted Resolution
R-5457 approving Kirkiand's Sustainabiiity Master Plan which establishes
environmental goals for the City and 200 actions including SG-1.10, "the
City will explore [the] reduction of or elimination of gas-powered
landscaping equipment in City operations"; and

WHEREAS, on February 21,2023 the Council adopted Resolution
R-5578, adopting the 2023-2024 City Work Program, including a work
plan item to "prioritize and continue to fund Sustainabiiity Master Plan
actions to further equity, energy efficiency, public health, and a clean
energy economy that promotes a sustainable and resilient environment
to further the Sustainable Environment goal"; and

WHEREAS, since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic in
2020, the City has received a high volume of noise complaints about
leaf blowers, and responding to these complaints was a key factor
prompting exploration of this initiative; and

WHEREAS, the Council included $500,000 in American Rescue
Plan Act Funds in the adopted 2023-2024 budget to support
transitioning the City's equipment to all electric leaf blowers and
incentives for private sector and resident conversion; and

WHEREAS, initial research shows that current electric leaf blower
models produce similar noise levels to gas powered leaf blowers, but
that electric motors have more potential to reduce noise pollution and
electric leaf blower technology is anticipated to improve in the coming
years; and

WHEREAS, research also shows gas-powered equipment has
negative health impacts on operators and negative environmental
impacts from extracting natural resources and burning fossil fuels that
contribute to climate change; and
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WHEREAS, this Initiative would impact landscaping businesses
who are often small operations owned by culturally diverse members of
the community and who are also disproportionately exposed to
emissions at a higher rate than other community members; and

WHEREAS, providing financial incentives to support Kirkland
businesses through the transition will be important to maximizing the
benefit of offering an electric landscaping service to Kirkland clients and
reduce any associated burdens, especially on small businesses; and

WHEREAS, similar financial incentives may be strategic to
encourage adoption of electric equipment among Kirkland residents and
support community members that may be experiencing economic
constraints in making the transition; and

WHEREAS, research also shows an environmental trade-off by
converting to electric equipment, where the mining, extraction,
production, and recycling processes for batteries also causes significant
environmental harm; and

WHEREAS, acknowledging this complexity, policymakers around
the country are still choosing to act to reduce emissions, and potentially
noise pollution, in their communities and protect health and safety of
users by sunsetting gas-powered equipment including in Washington
D.C., California, Multnomah County, Seattle, and other cities in the
Puget Sound region; and

WHEREAS, the Washington State Legislature has considered
legislation in the past to incentivize purchase of electric equipment
through financial incentives and although the bills presented did not
pass out of the legislature, Kirkland's legislative delegation has
expressed that future action is likely; and

WHEREAS, the Electric Leaf Blower Initiative positions Kirkland
to be proactive and effective in anticipation of potential future State
decisions to sunset gas-powered equipment, in addition to reducing
emissions in Kirkland and protecting health of users; and

WHEREAS, the City's Parks and Community Services and Public
Works Departments have already purchased and use a combined total
of 18 electric leaf blowers and actively consider electric options when
the nearly 70 gas-powered leaf blowers in the fleet reach the end of
their useful life; and

WHEREAS, in early 2023 the City Manager met with staff from
the City's Parks and Community Services and Public Works Departments
and hosted a focus group with Kirkland landscaping businesses to learn
What impacts a transition to ail electric equipment would have and how
to work together to make this initiative a success; and

WHEREAS, City staff met with staff from the Kirkland
Congressional delegation to discuss opportunities for funding and
partnerships and there was expressed support for the initiative and
interest in identifying collaboration opportunities in the future; and
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WHEREAS/ staff gathered key insights from the stakeholder
engagement and incorporated the opportunities and key challenges into
the proposed Electric Leaf Blower Initiative three-phased approach,
including key milestones set forth in this Resoiution.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City Council of the City
of Kirkland as follows:

Section 1. The City Manager is hereby authorized and directed
to implement an electric leaf blower initiative that would achieve the
following goais:

a. Sunset the use of gas-powered hand-held and backpack leaf
blowers in Kirkiand by a target date of December 31, 2025

b. Reduce negative health impacts caused by emissions from gas-
powered leaf blowers

c. Ensure a responsive transition to electric leaf blowers that
reduces the burden and maximizes the potential benefit to
Kirkland landscaping businesses and residents

d. Be proactive in anticipation of potential State decisions to sunset
gas-powered equipment

e. Develop mechanisms to effectively improve enforcement of
existing city noise regulations (KMC 11.84A.070 and KZC 115.95)
on all uses of gas- and electric-powered landscaping equipment
to provide relief to residents prior to conversion or technological
improvements

Section 2. The initiative shall develop strategies to address
challenges identified throughout initial stakeholder engagement,
including, but not iimited to, the following:

a. Electric equipment is heavier than gas-powered equipment and
with extended use, may create an ergonomics concern for users

b. Limited availability of powerful, commercial-grade electric
equipment currently available on the market.

c. The potential Impact of less powerful equipment on length of
operations and service levels and the potential increase in costs
to businesses and customers.

d. Ethical disposal process for functioning gas-powered equipment.
e. Ensuring sufficient charging infrastructure and exploration of

alternative energy sources to charge equipment.
f. Noise pollution produced by electric leaf blowers.
g. Batter related challenges such as high acquisition cost for the

quantity needed per day, concerns around the disposal/recyciing
process, less reliability in cold temperatures, and need for mobile
recharging options that do not rely on gas-powered generators.

h. Consideration of expanding the scope of the initiative or identify
opportunities for future initiatives to address other gas-powered
landscaping equipment or gas-powered equipment more
broadly, should stakeholder and regional engagement and other
learnings suggest opportunity for pragmatic scope expansion.

i. Effectiveness and equity concerns with enforcement of a
potential ordinance sunsetting gas-powered equipment,
including enforcement plan options for future Council
consideration.

j. Minimize potential disruption to equipment replacement cycles
for businesses and the City.
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R-5585

Providing financial incentives to support of the transition of
landscaping operations.
Providing financial incentives, especially for low- and moderate-
income residents, to support the transition of household
equipment.
Explore potential regional collaboration for the transition.
Consider supporting County or State-wide action to transition to
electric leaf blowers as part of the City of Kirkland legislative
agenda.
Evaluate any potential City budget implications that may result
from changing service levels by using electric equipment.

Section 3. The City Manager is further authorized and directed
to deploy a three-phased approach with key target milestones to
accomplish the Initiative's goals. The City Manager may propose
changes to these milestones based on new information, learnings, and
opportunities:

a. 2023: City pilots, evaluates, develops, and begins implementing
a transition plan for the City's equipment; engages federal and
state officials in support of the initiative; and initiates outreach
to regional partners and key stakeholders in the community
including, but not limited to, the Lake Washington Institute for
Technology Horticulture Program, Quiet Clean Kirkland, the
Washington State Nursery and Landscaping Association, and
the Lake Washington School District; and deploys any Council
approved improved enforcement of noise regulations to provide
immediate relief to residents.

b. 2024: City implements financial incentive programs to support
private sector and resident transition to electric equipment;
continues City transition and stakeholder engagement; and
deploys an educational and information campaign for Kirkland
residential households and businesses.

c. 2025: Propose an ordinance for Council consideration sunsetting
hand-held and backpack gas-powered equipment city-wide while
continuing City, business, and resident transitions.

Passed by majority vote of the Kirkland City Council in open
meeting this 18th day of April, 2023.

Signed in authentication thereof this 18th day of April, 2023.

Penny Swe^Ji^ayor

Attest:

gjbMu

(athi )^ders(^. City Clerk
















