
Glossary 

Emergency Housing – Temporary indoor accommodations for individuals or families 

who are homeless or at imminent risk of becoming homeless that is intended to address 

the basic health, food, clothing, and personal hygiene needs of individuals or families. 

Emergency housing may or may not require occupants to enter into a lease or an 

occupancy agreement. 

Emergency Shelter – A facility that provides a temporary shelter for individuals or 

families who are currently homeless. Emergency shelter may not require occupants to 

enter into a lease or an occupancy agreement. Emergency shelter facilities may include 

day and warming centers that do not provide overnight accommodations. 

Permanent Supportive Housing – One or more subsidized, leased dwelling units with no 

limit on length of stay that prioritizes people who need comprehensive support services 

to retain tenancy and utilizes admissions practices designed to use lower barriers to 

entry than would be typical for other subsidized or unsubsidized rental housing, 

especially related to rental history, criminal history, and personal behaviors. Permanent 

supportive housing is paired with on-site or off-site voluntary services designed to 

support a person living with a complex and disabling behavioral health or physical 

health condition who was experiencing homelessness or was at imminent risk of 

homelessness prior to moving into housing to retain their housing and be a successful 

tenant in a housing arrangement, improve the resident's health status, and connect the 

resident of the housing with community-based health care, treatment, or employment 

services. Permanent supportive housing is subject to all of the rights and responsibilities 

defined in chapter 59.18 RCW. 

Short Term Rental – A lodging use, that is not a hotel or motel, in which a dwelling unit, 

or portion thereof, that is offered or provided to a guest(s) by a short-term rental 

operator for a fee for fewer than 30 consecutive nights. A dwelling unit, or portion 

thereof, that is used by the same person for 30 or more consecutive nights is not a 

short-term rental. A dwelling unit, or portion thereof, that is operated by an organization 

or government entity that is registered as a charitable organization with the Secretary of 

State, State of Washington, and/or is classified by the Internal Revenue Service as a 

public charity or a private foundation, and provides temporary housing to individuals 

who are being treated for trauma, injury or disease and/or their family members is not a 

short-term rental. 

Special Housing Needs – Housing for populations with specialized requirements, such 

as the physically and mentally disabled, the elderly, people with medial conditions, the 

homeless, victims of domestic violence, foster youth, refugees, and others.  


