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Progress Report

11/25
Last City Council 

Meeting

TODAY 12/9 
City Council

Meeting

Review Code Updates 

11/20 
Development Services 
Committee Meeting

12/25 City Council Meeting: 
• Schedule
• Updated Draft Code and Gap Analysis
• Public Engagement Memo
• Updated Graphics

12/5
Planning Commission

Meeting

Schedule Update

Public Engagement Planning

Graphics Update

TODAY 12/9 City Council Meeting: 
• Progress Report
• Schedule Overview
• Public Engagement Discussion
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Middle Housing Engagement Discussion

• Resolution 444 provides the framework for engaging 
Medina residents on middle housing with:
• Goals;
• Objectives;
• Activities; and
• Protocols. 

• We are seeking City Council’s and Planning Commission’s 
guidance on the specifics of enacting Resolution 444

• Wide range of options for community engagement 
included within Public Engagement Plan Memo



Middle Housing Website POP

Purpose: provide materials for the public 
to learn more about middle housing and 
the status of the updates.

Outcome: Medina residents know what is 
happening with Middle Housing, feel 
informed about the process, and 
understand where they can get more 
information and ask questions.

Plan: Update the website with the following:
• Updated language on middle housing legislation 

(HB 1110 and HB 2321) and ADU legislation (HB 
1337) and how the two intersect

• Graphics of housing types and configurations 
• Graphics showing comparison of before & after
• Link to the eventual survey 
• Mix graphics with text for more visually appealing 

formatting without compromising context
• Provide an FAQ section
• Timeline and status update section
• Signup form for email updates on middle housing



Draft Website Materials

What is middle housing?
The term "Middle Housing" includes various residential options ranging in scale between traditional single-
family homes and large apartment complexes. It aims to enhance housing diversity while preserving the 
overall character and aesthetic of communities.



Draft Website Materials

What are the different types of middle housing?
Some of the most common middle housing types include:

1. Duplex – two attached dwelling units located in one building.
2. Triplex – three attached dwelling units located in one building.
3. Fourplex – four attached dwelling units located in one building.
4. Fiveplex – five attached dwelling units located in one building.
5. Sixplex – six attached dwelling units located in one building.
6. Townhouses – three or more attached single-family dwelling 

units that extend from foundation to roof and that have a yard 
or public way on not less than two sides.

7. Stacked Flats – residential units in a residential building of no 
more than three stories in which each floor is a separate unit.

8. Courtyard Apartments – attached residential units arranged on 
two or three sides of a yard or court. 

9. Cottage Housing – detached residential units on a lot with a 
common open space.



Draft Website Materials

HB 1110
Allows middle housing in areas 

traditionally dedicated to single-
family detached housing

HB 1337
Allows up to two accessory 

dwelling units (ADUs) if 
regulations met

Why is middle housing Important?
Washington State has passed several housing bills that require communities, including Medina, to 
accommodate middle housing in their development regulations. The most substantial are:

Incorporating middle housing into existing neighborhoods is an important strategy to increase housing 
options and availability in Medina and across the state. 



Draft Website Materials

(cont.) Why is middle housing Important?

Because housing needs change over the course of our 
lives, middle housing can benefit everyone in our 
community. Middle housing serves housing needs not 
met by single-family homes or large-scale multifamily 
developments, making housing more attainable for:

A diversity of lifestyles
• Different needs
• Diversity of professions
• Different phases of life

A variety of household types
• Young families
• Single households
• First-time homebuyers
• Older adults
• Multigenerational households



Draft Website Materials

What Will Middle Housing Look Like for Medina?
Since Medina is a Tier 3 city, it is required under the Growth 
Management Act to provide up to two units per lot. These 
two units may take on several configurations:

1. Two Accessory Dwelling Units (Attached or 
Detached) alongside a single-family home

2. Stacked Flats
3. Duplex
4. Cottage Housing
5. Courtyard Apartments

All units must still comply with development standards set 
for individual lots, meaning that ADUs and Middle Housing 
must comply with the existing height, setbacks, and lot 
coverage requirements.

Example: 16,000-SF lot in R-16 zone (25% Maximum Structural Coverage)



Draft Website Materials

Stay Engaged! 
We would like your input on development features that reflect the local context of the Medina community in 
order to meet state requirements and create policies and regulations that facilitate quality design in middle 
housing.

Link to the community survey
Your insights and feedback are essential in shaping the future of housing in our city. Please join us to share 
your thoughts and learn more about this important project.

January 9th, 2025 | Wednesday
6:00 – 8:00 pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
8398 NE 12th St
Medina, WA 98039

January 15th, 2025 | Wednesday
6:00 – 8:00 pm
Medina City Hall Council Chambers
501 Evergreen Point Rd
Medina, WA 98039

You can also submit your comments online. (Button)

Subscribe to Medina’s email notifications to get updates on middle housing. 



Draft Website Materials

FAQs (Draft)
What is middle housing?

The term "Middle Housing" includes various residential options ranging in scale between traditional single-family 
homes and large apartment complexes. Middle housing types are often designed to look like single-family homes.

Why is Medina developing middle housing regulations?

Medina is required to allow middle housing under the state’s HB 1110, which aims to address the statewide 
housing shortage.

What is the deadline for the City to adopt the required middle housing policies into Medina’s code?

Middle housing regulations must be adopted by June 30th, 2025, allowing certain middle housing options in 
residential neighborhoods.



Draft Website Materials

FAQs (Draft)
Will the city build middle housing?

The City of Medina is not responsible for building middle housing. Residents and developers will be allowed to 
build middle housing on their private property.

How will middle housing regulations impact single-family homes?

Single-family homes will remain an allowable use in residential neighborhoods. Middle housing regulations are 
intended to offer additional housing options.

How will middle housing impact the character of neighborhoods in Medina?

While middle housing utilizes the same scale and aesthetic as single-family homes, middle housing development 
may increase the density of neighborhoods in Medina over time as more property owners choose to build two 
units per lot.



Draft Website Materials

FAQs (Draft)
How will the city regulate middle housing development?

Middle housing must comply with development standards set for individual lots, meaning that it must comply 
with the existing heights, setbacks, and lot coverage requirements identical to those for single-family homes. 

Is middle housing the same as affordable housing?

Middle housing does not necessarily imply a focus on affordability. Middle housing informs housing size and 
number of units, and not the cost to rent or own.

If my existing single-family home takes up most of the allowable structural coverage, can I build an ADU on 
my lot?

ADUs must still comply with are subject to the normal development regulations that apply to single-family 
homes, such as lot coverage, setbacks, and maximum impervious surface area, etc., which may preclude ADUs 
on a lot.



Example Webpage Content: Yarrow Point
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Community Forums POP

Purpose: provide an opportunity for 
Medina residents to learn more about the 
Middle Housing Project and requirements 
from the state, talk directly to City staff 
and consultants, and ask questions they 
have about the changes.

Outcome: Medina residents know what is 
happening with Middle Housing, feel 
informed about the process, and 
understand where they can get more 
information and ask questions.

Plan: Start with a presentation on Middle Housing, 
then open the floor for questions. Remain on-site for 
more individual questions.

• One community forum has been scheduled as follows:
Date: Thursday, January 9, 2025 
Time: 6 – 8 pm
Location: St Thomas Episcopal Church

• An additional community forum is proposed as follows:
Date: Wednesday, January 15, 2025 
Time: 6 – 8 pm 
Location:  Medina City Hall Council Chambers
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Community Forums – Postcard Mailers (Draft)

(front) (back)



Peer-to-Peer Engagement POP

Purpose: Provide materials for the 
planning commission and community 
members to be able to speak with friends, 
neighbors, and community members not 
often represented or heard from in public 
engagement opportunities.

Outcome: Medina residents know what is 
happening with Middle Housing, feel 
informed about the process, and 
understand where they can get more 
information and ask questions.

Plan: Develop the following materials:
• FAQ sheet

 What is happening
 How it is happening
 What to do if they have concerns

• Flyer to post around the community
 General information with visuals
 Dates of Forums
 Link to website and survey
 Post at parks and popular locations

• A one-page summary of the project to share with 
friends and family



Next Steps

Community Engagement (informational materials, community forums, etc.)

Editing and Tailoring Draft Code Update 

TODAY 12/9
City Council Meeting

• Develop and finalize website materials and postcard mailers
• Select a date for the second Community Forum event in January
• Review engagement materials at the next City Council meeting

• Develop flyers, one-page project summary, and boards for in-person engagement
• Develop graphics to reflect parking regulations

1/31
Draft to Commerce



Thank you.
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