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Section 3.19 N-P Natural Preservation and Recreation District 

The above list is a summary of Principal Permitted Uses, Special Land Uses, and Accessory Uses in the district. Uses 
provided with a section reference indicates uses that have specific use standards. Refer to Article 2 for definitions of uses. 

 

  

PREAMBLE 

The purposes of this Zoning District are:  
2. To protect and sustain those lands and water bodies most suitable for public recreational purposes and the 

preservation of natural features.  
3. To provide for the protection, preservation, proper maintenance and use of trees, woodlands and other natural lands 

located in the City of Madison Heights in order to minimize disturbance to them and to prevent damage from erosion 
and siltation, a loss of wildlife and vegetation, and/or from the destruction of the natural habitat.  

4. To protect the woodlands (including trees and other form of vegetation) of this city for their economic support of local 
property values when allowed to remain uncleared and/or unharvested and for their natural beauty, wilderness 
character, or geological, ecological, or historical significances.  

5. To provide for the paramount public concern for these natural resources in the interest of health, safety, and general 
welfare of the residents of this city.  

REQUIRED CONDITIONS 

The following specific standards are hereby established to guide the use and development of woodlands and other natural 
areas designated as N-P in this city, including the spacing of trees, the clearing of shrubs and brush, the density of 
vegetation growth and preservation per acre, forestry, and tree replacement practices. However, since the environmental 
values, soil characteristics, tree growth, and related natural resource parameters will remain unique for each parcel of land 
and for each development application, each site shall be reviewed on an individual basis. Nonetheless, the following criteria 
must be considered and balanced with respect to each proposal under this Ordinance:  
1. Residential living units shall blend into the natural setting of the landscape for the enhancement of sound, orderly 

economic growth, and development and for the protection of property values in this city.  
2. The preservation of woodlands, trees, similar wood vegetation and related natural resources and values shall take 

priority over all forms of development.  
3. The protection and conservation of irreplaceable natural resources from pollution, impairment or destruction shall 

remain the paramount factor.  
4. No proposal shall be denied solely on the basis that some trees are growing on the private or public property under 

consideration. Other factors which demonstrate a public need for woodland preservation must be stated.  
5. The total acreage of woodlands and other natural areas per capita existing in the city shall be considered.  
6. The relationship of streets, highways and other transportation corridors to the natural area shall be considered, along 

with alternatives for new transportation routes and for the location of the proposed development. 

PERMITTED USES SPECIAL LAND USES ACCESSORY USES 

• Child Family Day Care Homes 7.03(7) 
• Essential Public Utility Services 
• Foster Care Family Homes 7.03(14) 
• Government Office 

Building/Courthouse/Public Police and 
Fire Services 

• Public Parks 
• Temporary Buildings and Uses 

7.03(43) 

• Child Group Day Care Homes 
7.03(7) 

• Detached One-Family Dwelling  
7.03(10) 

• Foster Care Group Homes 
7.03(14) 

• Home Occupation, Major 
7.03(18) 

• Public Library, Museum, Art 
Center, Community Center 

• Accessory Buildings, Structures 
and Uses Section 8.03 

• Home Occupation, Major  
7.03(18) 

• Home Occupation, Minor 
7.03(18) 
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DIMENSION REGULATIONS  

Lot Standards  Minimum Setbacks   

Min. Lot Area (sq. ft.) 43,560 sq. ft.  Front Yard (ft.)  25 ft. 

Min. Lot Width (ft.) 150 ft. Side Yard (one) (ft.) 10 ft.  

Max. Lot Coverage 20% Side Yard (total of 2) (ft.) 25 ft. 

Min. Floor Area/Unit  -- Street Sides (ft.) 10 ft. 

Max. Building Height (ft.) 25 ft. Rear Yard (ft.) 50 ft. 

Max. Building Height (stories) --   

Footnotes: Refer to Section 4.02 wherever a footnote is referenced in parentheses after one of the design regulations. 
  


