
Human Relations and Equity Commission – Novels + Neighbors Book Club 

 

Upcoming meetings 

August 11 – Good People 

Zorah Sharaf could do no wrong. Zorah Sharaf brought shame upon her 

family. What’s the truth? Depends on who you ask. 

 

The Sharaf family is the picture of success. Prosperous, rich, happy. They 

came to this country as refugees with nothing more than the clothes on 

their backs. And now, after years of hard work, they live in the most 

exclusive neighborhood, their growing family attending the most prestigious 

schools. Zorah, the eldest daughter, is the apple of her father’s eye. 

 

When an unthinkable tragedy strikes, everyone is left reeling. There is talk 

that behind closed doors the Sharafs’ happy household was anything but. Did the Sharaf family 

achieve the American dream? Or was the image of the model immigrant family just a façade? 

 

Like a literary game of ping-pong, Good People compels the reader to reconsider what might 

have happened even on the previous page. It’s a riveting, provocative story of family—sisters, 

brothers, mothers, fathers, and the communities that claim us as family in difficult times. 

 

October 13 – Holly Jolly Diwali by Sonya Lalli 

Twenty-nine-year-old Niki Randhawa has always made practical decisions. 

Despite her love for music and art, she became an analyst for the stability. 

She's always stuck close to home, in case her family needed her. And 

she's always dated guys that seem good on paper, rather than the ones 

who give her butterflies. When she's laid off, Niki realizes that practical 

hasn't exactly paid off for her. So for the first time ever, she throws caution 

to the wind and books a last-minute flight for her friend Diya’s wedding. 

 

Niki arrives in India just in time to celebrate Diwali, the festival of lights, 

where she meets London musician Sameer Mukherji. Maybe it's the 

splendor of Mumbai or the magic of the holiday season, but Niki is 

immediately drawn to Sam. At the wedding, the champagne flows and their flirtatious banter 

makes it clear that the attraction is mutual. 

 

When Niki and Sam join Diya, her husband and their friends on a group honeymoon, their 

connection grows deeper. Free-spirited Sam helps Niki get in touch with her passionate and 

creative side, and with her Indian roots. When she gets a new job offer back home, Niki must 

decide what she wants out of the next chapter of her life—to cling to the straight and narrow like 

always, or to take a leap of faith and live the kind of bold life the old Niki never would have 

dreamed of. 



 

November 12 – ONLINE ONLY – Our Missing Hearts by Celeste Ng 

Twelve-year-old Bird Gardner lives a quiet existence with his loving father, a 

former linguist who now shelves books in a university library. His mother, 

Margaret, a Chinese American poet, left without a trace when he was nine 

years old. He doesn’t know what happened to her—only that her books have 

been banned—and he resents that she cared more about her work than 

about him. 

 

Then one day Bird receives a mysterious letter containing only a cryptic 

drawing, and soon he is pulled into a quest to find her. His journey will take 

him back to the many folktales she poured into his head as a child, through 

the ranks of an underground network of heroic librarians, and finally to New 

York City, where he will learn the truth about what happened to his mother 

and what the future holds for them both. 

 

Our Missing Hearts is an old story made new, of the ways supposedly civilized communities can 

ignore the most searing injustice. It’s about the lessons and legacies we pass on to our children and 

the power of art to create change. 

 

December 8 – Love You A Latke by Amanda Elliot 

Snow is falling, holiday lights are twinkling, and Abby Cohen 

is pissed. For one thing, her most annoying customer, Seth, has 

been coming into her café every morning with his sunshiny attitude, 

determined to break down her carefully constructed emotional walls. 

And, as the only Jew on the tourism board of her Vermont town, 

Abby's been charged with planning their fledgling Hanukkah festival. 

Unfortunately, the local vendors don’t understand that the story of 

Hanukkah cannot be told with light-up plastic figures from the Nativity 

scene, even if the Three Wise Men wear yarmulkes. 

 

Desperate for support, Abby puts out a call for help online and 

discovers she was wrong about being the only Jew within a hundred 

miles. There's one other: Seth. 

 

As it turns out, Seth’s parents have been badgering him to bring a 

Nice Jewish Girlfriend home to New York City for Hanukkah, and if 

Abby can survive his incessant, irritatingly handsome smiles, he’ll 

introduce her to all the vendors she needs to make the festival a success. But over latkes, 

doughnuts, and winter adventures in Manhattan, Abby begins to realize that her fake boyfriend and 

his family might just be igniting a flame in her own guarded heart. 


