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Section 12.03 Signs Not Requiring Permits  

No permit shall be required for signs enumerated as follows by this Section. Such exemptions, however, shall not be 
construed to relieve the owner of the sign from responsibility for its proper location, erection, and maintenance, nor relieve the 
owner from the responsibility of meeting the pertinent regulations of this article:  

1. Temporary Signs. Temporary signage includes yard signs, sandwich board signs, banners, etc. in compliance with the 
dimensional standards of Section 12.07. The following additional regulations shall be applicable to all exterior temporary 
signs:  

A. Generally. Temporary sign(s) may be located only on private property with the owner's permission.  

B. Illumination. Temporary signs shall not be illuminated or feature electronic message boards. 

C. Placement in Public Right-of-Way Prohibited. Signs shall not be placed in the public right-of-way or between the 
public sidewalk and the road. Signs located in the public right-of-way will be removed and discarded.  

D. Method of Display. Signs shall not be attached to any utility pole, street sign, traffic signal pole, street light, 
hydrant, or tree. Signs shall not block visibility at intersections, sidewalks, or driveways.  

E. Prompt Removal of Damaged Signs. Damaged temporary signs shall be removed promptly.  

2. Interior Building Signs. Signs located on the interior of buildings which are not visible from the exterior of the building.  

3. Window signs, wall signs, and painted wall signs not exceeding 4 square feet, in compliance with the dimensional 
standards of Section 12.07. 

4. Any ground sign up to 4 sq. ft. in size and 3 ft. in height adjacent to drive aisles 

5. Decorations commemorating a holiday that are not displayed in a manner that promotes commercial activity. 

6. Signs erected on a City, County, State, or Federal building or land by the authorized public agency. 

7. Any lawful sign in a public or private right-of-way installed by an authorized public agency, including but not limited to, 
street signs and address signs. 

8. Private traffic control signs that conform to the requirements of the Michigan Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices. 

9. Address numbers, being essential for public safety and emergency response, with a numeral height no greater than six 
(6) inches for each dwelling unit and eighteen (18) inches for any other use, including multiple-family buildings. 

Section 12.04 Prohibited Signs 

1. Roof Signs. 

2. Bench Signs.  

3. Pylon Signs. 

4. Revolving Signs. 

5. Advertising Vehicles. Except as specifically permitted elsewhere in this ordinance, no vehicle, or any type of trailer, 
which has attached thereto, or painted or placed thereon, any sign or advertising device (including electronic message 
boards) displaying the name of any business, product or service shall be parked on private property, in any commercial 
or industrial district, between the structure(s) located thereon and any property line abutting any adjacent street, nor shall 
any such vehicles be parked on a public right-of-way, or on public property so as to be visible from a public right-of-way. 
Vehicles engaged in attended loading or unloading activities shall be exempt from this provision. Fleet vehicles' used in 
day-to-day operations/transportation of the company do not count as advertising vehicles. 

6. Searchlights. Except as may be specifically permitted elsewhere in this Ordinance, searchlights are prohibited.  
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3. O-1 Office District:  

Sign Type O-1 Districts 

Awning/ Canopy Signs Maximum Number: One (1) sign per awning/canopy. 

Maximum Area: 15 square feet per sign. Individual signs greater than 15 square feet may be 
permitted by allocating permitted wall signage allowances, below, to the awning/canopy sign. 

Ground Signs Maximum Number: One (1) per street frontage of a lot or development. 

Maximum Height: 8 feet  

Maximum Area: 0.5 square foot per each lineal foot of lot frontage to a maximum of 48 square 
feet in area. 

Minimum Setback: 3 feet from all lot lines. No sign shall be located closer than 30 feet to any 
property line of an adjacent residential district. Increase setback by 0.5 foot for every 0.5 foot of 
height increase above 5 feet (up to a maximum of 8 feet). 

• Monument Signs Maximum Height: 8 feet  

Maximum Area: 48 square feet 

• Decorative Post 
Signs 

Maximum Height: 5 feet 

Maximum Area: 24 square feet 

Projecting Signs Maximum Number: One (1) per public entrance, minimum separation of 20 feet between 
projecting signs on a single façade. 

Maximum Area: 10 square feet per individual sign. 

Wall Signs Maximum Total Sign Area per Façade: 

Street Frontage/Primary Facade: 1.5 square feet of total sign area per lineal feet of building 
street frontage or primary façade length, not to exceed a total of 75 square feet per tenant per 
street-fronting façade or primary façade.  

Buildings/tenants with an individual building street frontage or primary façade length in excess 
of 200 feet or whose primary façade is set back more than 150 feet from the right-of-way line of 
the adjacent street shall be permitted a total wall area bonus of 25% along such 
frontage/façade, not to exceed 125 square feet of total sign area per façade.  

Secondary Façade: 1.5 square feet of sign area per lineal feet of secondary façade length, not 
to exceed 75 square feet. 

Painted Wall Signs: Refer to Section 12.05(7) 

Window Signs Maximum Area: 25% of the window area.  

Temporary Signs Maximum Number: One (1) per street frontage. One (1) per parcel with no street frontage. 

Maximum Height: 4 feet 

Maximum Area: 16 square feet 

Minimum Setback: 2 feet from right of way or any lot line. 

 

  


