
NOVELS AND NEIGHBORS BOOK CLUB 2ND TUESDAY OF EVEN MONTHS AT 6 PM 

October 8 

Parable of the Sower by Octavia Butler 

In 2024, with the world descending into madness and anarchy, 

one woman begins a fateful journey toward a better future. 
 

Lauren Olamina and her family live in one of the only safe 

neighborhoods remaining on the outskirts of Los Angeles. 

Behind the walls of their defended enclave, Lauren’s father, a 

preacher, and a handful of other citizens try to salvage what 

remains of a culture that has been destroyed by drugs, disease, 

war, and chronic water shortages. While her father tries to lead 

people on the righteous path, Lauren struggles with 

hyperempathy, a condition that makes her extraordinarily 

sensitive to the pain of others. When fire destroys their 

compound, Lauren’s family is killed and she is forced out into a world that is fraught with 

danger. With a handful of other refugees, Lauren must make her way north to safety, along 

the way conceiving a revolutionary idea that may mean salvation for all mankind. 

 

 

December 10 

Season of Love by Helena Greer 

Miriam Blum has no choice but to face the past she thought she’d left 

behind when she inherits her great-aunt’s Christmas tree farm in this 

witty, glittering, heart-filled romcom. Thanks to her thriving art career, 

Miriam Blum finally has her decoupaged glitter ducks in a row—until 

devastating news forces her to a very unwanted family reunion. Her 

beloved great-aunt Cass has passed and left Miriam part-owner of 

Carrigan’s, her (ironically) Jewish-run Christmas tree farm. 

But Miriam’s plans to sit shiva, avoid her parents, then put Carrigan’s in 

her rearview mirror are spoiled when she learns the business is at risk 

of going under. To have any chance at turning things around, she’ll 

need to work with the farm’s grumpy manager—as long as the 

attraction sparking between them doesn’t set all their trees on fire 

first. Noelle Northwood wants Miriam Blum gone—even if her ingenious ideas and sensitive soul keep 

showing Noelle there’s more to Cass’s niece than meets the eye. But saving Carrigan’s requires trust, 

love, and risking it all—for the chance to make their wildest dreams come true. 

 



February 11 

James by Percival Everett 

A brilliant, action-packed reimagining of The Adventures of Huckleberry 

Finn, both harrowing and ferociously funny, told from the enslaved Jim's 

point of view. 

 

When the enslaved Jim overhears that he is about to be sold to a man in 

New Orleans, separated from his wife and daughter forever, he decides 

to hide on nearby Jackson Island until he can formulate a plan. 

Meanwhile, Huck Finn has faked his own death to escape his violent 

father, recently returned to town. As all readers of American literature 

know, thus begins the dangerous and transcendent journey by raft down 

the Mississippi River toward the elusive and too-often-unreliable promise of the Free States and 

beyond. While many narrative set pieces of The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn remain in place 

(floods and storms, stumbling across both unexpected death and unexpected treasure in the 

myriad stopping points along the river’s banks, encountering the scam artists posing as the 

Duke and Dauphin…), Jim’s agency, intelligence and compassion are shown in a radically new 

light. 

 

April 8 

Evil Eye by Etaf Rum 

The acclaimed New York Times bestselling author of A Woman Is No 

Man returns with a striking exploration of the expectations of Palestinian-

American women, the meaning of a fulfilling life, and the ways our unresolved 

pasts affect our presents. 

 

Raised in a conservative and emotionally volatile Palestinian family in 

Brooklyn, Yara thought she would finally feel free when she married a 

charming entrepreneur who took her to the suburbs. She’s gotten to follow 

her dreams, completing an undergraduate degree in Art and landing a good 

job at the local college. As a traditional wife, she also raises their two school-

aged daughters, takes care of the house, and has dinner ready when her husband gets home. With her 

family balanced with her professional ambitions, Yara knows that her life is infinitely more rewarding 

than her own mother’s. So why doesn’t it feel like enough? After her dream of chaperoning a student 

trip to Europe evaporates and she responds to a colleague’s racist provocation, Yara is put on probation 

at work and must attend mandatory counseling to keep her position. Her mother blames a family curse 

for the trouble she’s facing, and while Yara doesn’t really believe in old superstitions, she still finds 

herself growing increasingly uneasy with her mother’s warning and the possibility of falling victim to the 

same mistakes. Shaken to the core by these indictments of her life, Yara finds her carefully constructed 

world beginning to implode. To save herself, Yara must reckon with the reality that the difficulties of the 

childhood she thought she left behind have very real—and damaging—implications not just on her own 

future but that of her daughters. 


