
NOVELS AND NEIGHBORS BOOK CLUB - 2ND TUESDAY OF EVEN MONTHS AT 6 PM 

 

April 8  

Evil Eye by Etaf Rum  

Raised in a conservative and emotionally volatile Palestinian family in Brooklyn, Yara thought 

she would finally feel free when she married a charming entrepreneur who took her to the 

suburbs. She’s gotten to follow her dreams, completing an undergraduate degree in Art and 

landing a good job at the local college. As a traditional wife, she also raises their two school-

aged daughters, takes care of the house, and has dinner ready when her husband gets home. 

With her family balanced with her professional ambitions, Yara knows that her life is infinitely 

more rewarding than her own mother’s. So why doesn’t it feel like enough? After her dream of 

chaperoning a student trip to Europe evaporates and she responds to a colleague’s racist 

provocation, Yara is put on probation at work and must attend mandatory counseling to keep her position. Her mother 

blames a family curse for the trouble she’s facing, and while Yara doesn’t really believe in old superstitions, she still 

finds herself growing increasingly uneasy with her mother’s warning and the possibility of falling victim to the same 

mistakes. Shaken to the core by these indictments of her life, Yara finds her carefully constructed world beginning to 

implode. To save herself, Yara must reckon with the reality that the difficulties of the childhood she thought she left. 

 

June 10  
Red, White, and Royal Blue by Casey McQuiston 

First Son Alex Claremont-Diaz, with his sister and the Veep's genius granddaughter, are the White 
House Trio, a beautiful millennial marketing strategy for his mother, President Ellen Claremont. 
Then photos of a confrontation with his longtime nemesis Prince Henry at a royal wedding leak to 
the tabloids. The plan for damage control: stage a fake friendship between the First Son and the 
Prince. Alex soon discovers that beneath Henry's Prince Charming veneer, there's a soft-hearted 
eccentric with a dry sense of humor and more than one ghost haunting him. As President 
Claremont kicks off her reelection bid, Alex finds himself hurtling into a relationship with Henry 
that could derail the campaign and upend two nations. 

 

August 12 
The Other Black Girl by Zakiya Dalila Harris 

Twenty-six-year-old editorial assistant Nella Rogers is tired of being the only Black employee at 
Wagner Books. Fed up with the isolation and microaggressions, she's thrilled when Harlem-born 
and bred Hazel starts working in the cubicle beside hers. They've only just started comparing 
natural hair care regimens, though, when a string of uncomfortable events elevates Hazel to 

Office Darling, and Nella is left in the dust. Then the notes begin to appear on Nella's desk: 
LEAVE WAGNER. NOW. 
It's hard to believe Hazel is behind these hostile messages. But as Nella starts to spiral and 
obsess over the sinister forces at play, she soon realizes that there's a lot more at stake 

than just her career. A whip-smart and dynamic thriller and sly social commentary that is perfect for anyone who 
has ever felt manipulated, threatened, or overlooked in the workplace, The Other Black Girl will keep you on the edge 
of your seat until the very last twist. 


