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6.

A VARIANCE

APPLICATION

Action Requested: (Continued) (Check the appropriate section and attach response on separate

sheets)

Request is hereby made for permission to erect m alter [ convert [J oruse [] a

EMC K'D/)r\ly ok __porlsehy bd. Ctvwanicodins

Contrary to the requirements of Section() of the Zoning Ordinance

of the Zoning Ordinance

of the Zoning Ordinance

The following questions must be answered fully on a separate sheet of paper:

A. Clearly explain the variance desired and how the proposed building and/or use is contrary to the
Zoning Ordinance.

B. Explain the special conditions and circumstances that exist which are peculiar to the land,
structure or building involved and which are not applicable to other lands, structures or buildings
in the same district. (Note: Your district includes all areas of the City sharing a zoning
designation with your property. If your zoning classification were B-1 (Local Business) your
district would include all City lands zoned B-1.)

C. Explain why the literal interpretation of the provisions of this ordinance deprives you of rights
commonly enjoyed by others in the same zoning district.

D. Did the special conditions and/or circumstances result from your actions?

E. Can you use the property in a manner permitted by the Ordinance if a variance is not granted? Is
this the minimum variance you need to use the property in the way you want?

F. Will granting the variance change the essential character of the area?

TEMPORARY PERMIT
Applicant is requesting a Temporary Use [0 and/or a Temporary Structure [

Describe in detail the proposed use or structure and the length of time requested.

INTERPRETATION OF ORDINANCE LANGUAGE IN SECTION
Describe in detail the nature of the requested interpretation.

PUBLIC UTILITY BUILDING
Describe in detail the proposed use or structure.

[0 OTHER ACTION

Describe in detail action requested.

CASE HISTORY
Have you been denied a permit for a building, sign or use on this property? Yes [ JNo [
Has there been any previous appeal involving these premises? Yes [] No [

(If yes, provide character and disposition of previous appeals.)

Rev. 12/20/2022




5/1/25, 2:55 PM

https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQKADNINjg3ZjcOLTQxM...ntRUptzTqwB803j4e08ZAAELDtCLAAABEgAQAKohXLgWsfNPgLITMMGKpiQ%3D Page 10of 2




A. Clearly explain the variance desired and how the proposed building
and/or use is contrary to the Zoning Ordinance.

| am requesting a variance to install and operate an Electronic Message Center (EMC)
sign on my gas station property to display real-time fuel prices, promotions, and public
service announcements. The proposed EMC would be integrated into the existing
freestanding sign and would comply with brightness, timing, and message duration
standards. However, the current Zoning Ordinance prohibits or restricts EMC signs in this
zoning district, making the proposed use non-compliant without a variance.

B. Explain the special conditions and circumstances that exist which are
peculiar to the land, structure or building involved and which are not
applicable to other lands, structures or buildings in the same district.

The gas station is located on a heavily trafficked roadway where rapid and clear
communication with motorists is essential for business operations. Unlike other
properties in the same zoning district, a gas station relies on the ability to update pricing
and safety information in real time. The EMC sign would allow safe, remote updates while
preserving the visual footprint of the existing sign.

C. Explain why the literal interpretation of the provisions of this ordinance
deprives you of rights commonly enjoyed by others in the same zoning
district.

The ordinance’s strict prohibition on EMC signs deprives this business of modern, industry-
standard marketing and informational tools commonly used by other businesses both
inside and outside this district. Several competitors within nearby zoning designations
have EMC signs, giving them a clear advantage in visibility and customer communication.
Literal interpretation of the ordinance prevents me from offering similar services and
flexibility, placing an undue burden on my business.




D. Did the special conditions and/or circumstances resutlt from your
actions?

No, the special circumstances did not result from any actions on my part. The conditions
are a result of the zoning code’s broad application without recognizing the unique
operational needs of service-based businesses such as gas stations, which require
frequent price changes and public communication.

E. Canyou use the property in a manner permitted by the Ordinance ifa
variance is not granted? Is this the minimum variance you need to use the
property in the way you want?

While I can continue operating as a gas station, doing so without an EMC sign significantly
hinders my ability to communicate with customersin a timely and effective manner. It
affects pricing visibility and marketing competitiveness. This is the minimum variance
needed, as the EMC sign will be integrated into the existing structure, adhere to time,
brightness, and animation restrictions, and not increase the physical dimensions of
current signage.

F. Will granting the variance change the essential character of the area?

No, granting the variance will not change the essential character of the area. The sign will
be compatible with surrounding commercial uses, and its design will be professional and
respectful of community standards. EMC signs are now a common feature in commercial
corridors, and the sign will comply with all operationat limits to prevent light pollution or
visual clutter. It will serve a practical and informative role without disrupting the aesthetics
or functionality of the neugL1borhood
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