
APPENDIX E: 
NFIP REGULATIONS 

This Appendix contains the text of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) for the National Flood Insurance 
Program: 44 CFR Parts 59, 60, 65, and 70. 

TITLE 44-EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
AND ASSISTANCE 

CHAPTER I-FEDERAL EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY, DEPARTMENT 
OF HOMELAND SECURITY 

PART 59--GENERAL PROVISIONS - Table of 
Contents 

Subpart A-General 
Sec. 
59.1 Definitions. 
59.2 Description of program. 
59.3 Emergency program. 
59.4 References. 

Subpart B-Eligibility Requirements 
Sec. 
59.21 Purpose of subpart. 
59.22 Prerequisites for the sale of flood insurance. 
59.23 Priorities for the sale of flood insurance under 
the regular program. 
59.24 Suspension of community eligibility. 
Authority: 42 U.S.C. 4001 et seq.; Reorganization 
Plan No. 3 of 1978, 43 FR 41943, 3 CFR, 1978 
Comp., p. 329; E.O. 12127 of Mar. 31, 1979, 44 FR 
19367, 3 CFR, 1979 Comp., p. 376. 

Subpart A--General 

§ 59.1 Definitions. 

As used in this subchapter-
"Act" means the statutes authorizing the National 
Flood Insurance Program that are incorporated in 42 
u.s.c. 4001-4128. 
"Actuarial rates"--see "risk premium rates". 
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"Administrator" means the Federal Insurance 
Administrator. 
"Agency" means the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, Washington DC. 
"Alluvial fan flooding" means flooding occurring on 
the surface of an alluvial fan or similar landform 
which originates at the apex and is characterized by 
high-velocity flows; active processes of erosion, 
sediment transport, and deposition; and, 
unpredictable flow paths. "Apex" means a point on 
an alluvial fan or similar landform below which the 
flow path of the major stream that formed the fan 
becomes unpredictable and alluvial fan flooding can 
occur. 
"Applicant" means a community which indicates a 
desire to participate in the Program. 
"Appurtenant structure" means a structure which is 
on the same parcel of property as the principal 
structure to be insured and the use of which is 
incidental to the use of the principal structure. 
"Area of future-conditions flood hazard" means the 
land area that would be inundated by the 1 percent­
annual-chance (100-year) flood based on future­
conditions hydrology. 
"Area of shallow flooding" means a designated AO, 
AH, AR/AO, AR/AH, or VO zone on a community's 
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) with a 1 percent 
or greater annual chance of flooding to an average 
depth of 1 to 3 feet where a clearly defined channel 
does not exist, where the path of flooding is 
unpredictable, and where velocity flow may be 
evident. Such flooding is characterized by ponding or 
sheet flow. 
"Area of special flood-related erosion hazard" is the 
land within a community which is most likely to be 
subject to severe flood-related erosion losses. The 
area may be designated as Zone E on the Flood 
Hazard Boundary Map (FHBM). After the detailed 
evaluation of the special flood-related erosion hazard 
area in preparation for publication of the FIRM, Zone 
E may be further refined. 
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flood, be elevated on a permanent foundation such 
that the lowest floor of the manufactured home is 
elevated to or above the base flood elevation and be 
securely anchored to an adequately anchored 
foundation system to resist floatation collapse and 
lateral movement. 
(7) Require within any AO zone on the community's 
FIRM that all new construction and substantial 
improvements of residential structures have the 
lowest floor (including basement) elevated above the 
highest adjacent grade at least as high as the depth 
number specified in feet on the community's FIRM 
( at least two feet if no depth number is specified); 
(8) Require within any AO zone on the community's 
FIRM that all new construction and substantial 
improvements of nonresidential structures 
(i) have the lowest floor (including basement) 
elevated above the highest adjacent grade at least as 
high as the depth number specified in feet on the 
community's FIRM (at least two feet if no depth 
number is specified), or 
(ii) together with attendant utility and sanitary 
facilities be completely floodproofed to that level to 
meet the floodproofing standard specified in Sec. 
60.3( C )(3)(ii); 
(9) Require within any A99 zones on a community's 
FIRM the standards of paragraphs (a)(l) through 
(a)(4)(i) and (b)(5) through (b)(9) of this section; 
(10) Require until a regulatory floodway is 
designated, that no new construction, substantial 
improvements, or other development (including fill) 
shall be permitted within Zones Al-30 and AE on the 
community's FIRM, unless it is demonstrated that the 
cumulative effect of the proposed development, when 
combined with all other existing and anticipated 
development, will not increase the water surface 
elevation of the base flood more than one foot at any 
point within the community. 
(11) Require within Zones AH and AO, adequate 
drainage paths around structures on slopes, to guide 
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floodwaters around and away from proposed 
structures. 
(12) Require that manufactured homes to be placed or 
substantially improved on sites in an existing 
manufactured home park or subdivision within Zones 
A-1-30, AH, and AE on the community's FIRM that 
are not subject to the provisions of paragraph (c)(6) 
of this section be elevated so that either 
(i) The lowest floor of the manufactured home is at or 
above the base flood elevation, or 
(ii) The manufactured home chassis is supported by 
reinforced piers or other foundation elements of at 
least equivalent strength that are no less than 36 
inches in height above grade and be securely 
anchored to an adequately anchored foundation 
system to resist floatation, collapse, and lateral 
movement. 
(13) Notwithstanding any other provisions of Sec. 
60.3, a community may approve certain development 
in Zones Al-30, AE, and AH, on the community's 
FIRM which increase the water surface elevation of 
the base flood by more than one foot, provided that 
the community first applies for a conditional FIRM 
revision, fulfills the requirements for such a revision 
as established under the provisions of Sec. 65.12, and 
receives the approval of the Administrator. 
(14) Require that recreational vehicles placed on sites 
within Zones Al-30, AH, and AE on the community's 
FIRM either 
(i) Be on the site for fewer than 180 consecutive 
days, 
(ii) Be fully licensed and ready for highway use, or 
(iii) Meet the permit requirements of paragraph (b)(l) 
of this section and the elevation and anchoring 
requirements for '"manufactured homes" m 
paragraph (c)(6) of this section. 
A recreational vehicle is ready for highway use if it is 
on its wheels or jacking system, is attached to the site 
only by quick disconnect type utilities and security 
devices, and has no permanently attached additions. 
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collapse, displacement, or other structural damage 
due to the effects of wind and water loads acting 
simultaneously on all building components (structural 
and non-structural). Water loading values used shall 
be those associated with the base flood. Wind loading 
values used shall be those required by applicable 
State or local building standards. Such enclosed space 
shall be useable solely for parking of vehicles, 
building access, or storage. 
( 6) Prohibit the use of fill for structural support of 
buildings within Zones Vl-30, VE, and V on the 
community's FIRM; 
(7) Prohibit man-made alteration of sand dunes and 
mangrove stands within Zones Vl-30, VE, and Von 
the community's FIRM which would increase 
potential flood damage. 
(8) Require that manufactured homes placed or 
substantially improved within Zones Vl-30, V, and 
VE on the community's FIRM on sites 
(i) Outside of a manufactured home park or 
subdivision, 
(ii) In a new manufactured home park or subdivision, 
(iii) In an expansion to an existing manufactured 
home park or subdivision, or 
(iv) In an existing manufactured home park or 
subdivision on which a manufactured home has 
incurred '' substantial damage" as the result of a 
flood, meet the standards of paragraphs (e)(2) 
through (7) of this section and that manufactured 
homes placed or substantially improved on other sites 
in an existing manufactured home park or subdivision 
within Zones VI-30, V, and VE on the community's 
FIRM meet the requirements of paragraph (c)(12) of 
this section. 
(9) Require that recreational vehicles placed on sites 
within Zones Vl-30, V, and VE on the community's 
FIRM either 
(i) Be on the site for fewer than 180 consecutive 
days, 
(ii) Be fully licensed and ready for highway use, or 
(iii) Meet the requirements in paragraphs (b)(l) and 
(e) (2) through (7) of this section. 
A recreational vehicle is ready for highway use if it is 
on its wheels or jacking system, is attached to the site 
only by quick disconnect type utilities and security 
devices, and has no permanently attached additions. 
(f) When the Administrator has provided a notice of 
final base flood elevations within Zones Al-30 or AE 
on the community's FIRM, and, if appropriate, has 
designated AH zones, AO zones, A99 zones, and A 
zones on the community's FIRM, and has identified 
flood protection restoration areas by designating 
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Zones AR, AR/Al-30, AR/AE, AR/AH, AR/AO, or 
ARI A, the community shall: 
(1) Meet the requirements of paragraphs (c)(l) 
through (14) and (d)(l) through (4) of this section. 
(2) Adopt the official map or legal description of 
those areas within Zones AR, AR/Al-30, AR/AE, 
ARI AH, ARI A, or AR/ AO that are designated 
developed areas as defined in Sec.59.1 in accordance 
with the eligibility procedures under Sec.65.14. 
(3) For all new construction of structures in areas 
within Zone AR that are designated as developed 
areas and in other areas within Zone AR where the 
AR flood depth is 5 feet or less: 
(i) Determine the lower of either the AR base flood 
elevation or the elevation that is 3 feet above highest 
adjacent grade; and 
(ii) Using this elevation, require the standards of 
paragraphs (c)(l) through (14) of this section. 
(4) For all new construction of structures in those 
areas within Zone AR that are not designated as 
developed areas where the AR flood depth is greater 
than 5 feet: 
(i) Determine the AR base flood elevation; and 
(ii) Using that elevation require the standards of 
paragraphs (c)(l) through (14) of this section. 
( 5) For all new construction of structures in areas 
within Zone AR/Al-30, AR/AE, AR/AH, AR/AO, 
and AR/A: 
(i) Determine the applicable elevation for Zone AR 
from paragraphs (a)(3) and (4) of this section; 
(ii) Determine the base flood elevation or flood depth 
for the underlying Al-30, AE, AH, AO and A Zone; 
and (iii) Using the higher elevation from paragraphs 
(a)(5)(i) and (ii) of this section require the standards 
of paragraphs (c)(l) through (14) of this section. 
( 6) For all substantial improvements to existing 
construction within Zones AR/Al-30, AR/AE, 
AR/AH, AR/AO, and AR/A: 
(i) Determine the Al-30 or AE, AH, AO, or A Zone 
base flood elevation; and 
(ii) Using this elevation apply the requirements of 
paragraphs (c)(l) through (14) of this section. 
(7) Notify the permit applicant that the area has been 
designated as an AR, AR/Al-30, AR/AE, AR/AH, 
AR/AO, or AR/A Zone and whether the structure will 
be elevated or protected to or above the AR base 
flood elevation. 
[41 FR 46975, Oct. 26, 1976] 
Editorial Note: For Federal Register citations 
affecting Sec. 60.3, see the List of CFR Sections 
Affected, which appears in the Finding Aids section 
of the printed volume and on GPO Access. 
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