




Dear Members of the Selection Committee, 

I am applying for appointment to the Madeira Beach Planning Commission. As a resident, 
property owner, and retired U.S. Army Major, I bring practical experience in redevelopment, 
permitting, and disaster response directly relevant to the challenges facing our community. 

I am currently awaiting a permit to repair a flood-impacted property in Madeira Beach and have 
firsthand experience navigating permitting processes, grants, floodplain requirements, and post-
storm recovery constraints. This has given me a clear understanding of how local planning and 
zoning decisions impact residents, housing recovery, and long-term resilience. 

My background includes 22 years of military service in planning, operations, and interagency 
coordination, including disaster response. I have experience evaluating complex issues, 
balancing competing priorities, and supporting informed, fact-based decision-making. 

I also serve as Commander of the Madeira Beach Veterans of Foreign Wars, where I support 
local community engagement and leadership efforts. 

If selected, I would focus on balanced decision-making that supports public safety, responsible 
development, property rights, and preservation of the community character of Madeira Beach. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Respectfully, 
Erik W. Lewis 
619-993-4627 

 



ERIK W. LEWIS 
Madeira Beach, FL 
erik.lewis1@protonmail.com | 619-993-4627 | www.linkedin.com/in/erik-lewis 

 

SUMMARY 
Madeira Beach resident, property owner, and retired U.S. Army Major with over 20 years of 
experience in residential property operations, redevelopment, and regulatory coordination. 
Currently rebuilding a flood-impacted property with direct experience in permitting, zoning, and 
floodplain requirements. Brings a practical, ground-level perspective on balancing public safety, 
responsible development, and long-term community resilience. 

 

CORE QUALIFICATIONS 
• Residential Development & Redevelopment  
• Permitting, Zoning & Floodplain Regulations  
• Coastal Resilience & Risk Management  
• Environmental Compliance & Regulatory Coordination  
• Disaster Response & Recovery Operations  
• Public Policy & Community Decision-Making  

 

RELEVANT EXPERIENCE 
Residential Property Owner / Operator 
Erik & Khon Properties | Madeira Beach, FL & Georgia | ~2005–Present 

• Own and manage residential properties, including coastal housing subject to flood risk 
and redevelopment constraints  

• Direct experience with Madeira Beach permitting, zoning, and post-hurricane rebuilding 
requirements  

• Currently leading rebuilding efforts, providing firsthand insight into housing recovery 
and regulatory timelines  

• Evaluate improvements with focus on durability, safety, cost, and long-term livability  

Environmental Compliance & Regulatory Coordination 

• Supported compliance with federal environmental and safety regulations  



• Coordinated with the United States Environmental Protection Agency and aligned with 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration standards  

• Applied regulatory requirements in operational and field environments  

U.S. Army, Retired Major | 2000–2022 

• 22 years of service in planning, operations, and interagency coordination  
• Participated in disaster response and consequence management supporting emergency 

operations  
• Experienced in evaluating complex issues and coordinating across local, state, and 

federal stakeholders  

 

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP 
Commander, Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW), Madeira Beach | 2026–Present 

• Lead local post operations and community engagement efforts  
• Support veteran services and coordinate with community stakeholders  

 

EDUCATION 
M.S., Homeland Security – San Diego State University 
B.A., History – UCLA 
Graduate, Dwight D. Eisenhower School for National Security and Resource Strategy 
A.A., Business Marketing – Orange Coast College 

 

ADDITIONAL 
U.S. Army Veteran (Retired Major) 
20+ years residential property management and renovation experience 

 


