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‘Beetion 2. . All laws or parts of laws in confliet berewith are
hereby repealed. .

‘Seetion 3. This aet shall take effect immediately wpon its be-
coming a law.

Became a law without the Governor’s approval.

Filed in Office Secretary of Stute June 13, 1844,

CHAPTER 25992-~(No. 996)
HOUSE: BILL NO. 840

AN ACT to Abolish the Present Municipal Government of ithie Town
of Madeira Beach, Florida, and to Create and Organize a Mu-
nieipality to be Known and Designated as the Town of Madeira
Beach, Florida, and to Define Tts Territorial Boundaries and fo
Provide for Its Government, Jurisdiction, Powers, Privileges,
Franchise and Immuaities and Confirm Its Tile to All Town
Property, Validating All Ordinances Ileretofore PPassed and Pre-
scribing the General Powers to be Exercised by Said Town; to
Provide for a Referendum XElection to be Held to Determine
‘Whether This Act Shall Take Effect, and to Repeal All Laws and
Parts of Laws in Conflict Herewith,

Be It Enacted by the Legisluture of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The present Town of Muadeira Beach, Florida, as or-
ganized under the provisions of Chapter 165, Florida Statutes,
1841, be and the same is hereby abolished.

The inhabitants of the Town of Mudeira Beach, Florida, within
the boundaries hereinafter designated, or within sueh boundaries
as may hereafter be established, shall continue to be a body politic
tnd corporate under the name “TOWN OF MADEIRA BEACL,
FLORIDA,” and as such shall have perpetual succession, may use
4 common seal, may contract and be contracted with, and may
sue¢ and be sued and be impleaded in all eourts of this state and in
all matters whatsoever, '

Section 2. The boundaries of the Town of Madeira Beach shall
be as follows:
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That area lying in Sections 9, 10 and 13, Township 31 South,
Range 15 East, Pinellas County, Florida, and more parurnldrly
described as iollous

From the intersection of the centerline of County Highw

No, 208 and the street centerline between Blocks 1 oung v of
LONE PALM BEACH as recorded in Plat Bock 19, Page 94,
Records of Pinellas County, Florida, said sireet nosy b(l]nr\'
known as 1556th Avenue, as a point of beginning, run ip g
Southwesterly direction along smd_c.emerhm of 136th Avenye
to an interseetion with the waters of the Gulf of Mexico: thence
to a Southeasterly dircetion alonyg sald waters of ihe Gulf of
Mexice to an .intersection with an extension of the South
‘Boundary line of Lot 14, Block 25, Mitebell's Beach, as re-
corded in Plat Book 3, Page &%, Records of Pinelias County,
Florida; thence in a Northeasterly direction along said South
line of Lot 14 to an interscction with the West right-of-way
line of State Highway No. 233 to the most Westerly corner of

Lot 1 of GULF SHORES HARBOR, a subdivision reecorded in
Plat Book 23, Page 51, Records of Piuellas County, Florida;
thence in a Northeasterly direction along the North line of
said Lot 1 and the Extension thereof to an intersection with
the channe! in Boea Ciega Bay between the SECOND ADDI-
TION TO GULF SHORES, as recorded in PMlat Boole 21, Page
32, Records of Pinellas Couuty, Florida, and the aforesaid’
GULF SHORES HARBOR; theunce in an Easterly direetion
along said channe]l and the continuwation thercof between the
aforesaid Mitehell’s Beach and the ISLANTD ESTATES SUB-
DIVISION to the main government channel in Boea Ciega
Bay; thence in a Northwesterly direction following said gov-
ernment channel to an intersection with aforesaid centerline
of 155th Avenue extended Northeastward, thenee in a South-
westward direction along said cenlerline of 155ih Avenue and
said centerline extension to the point of beginning,

Section 3. SUCCESSION OF RIGHTS AND LIABILITIES.

The Town of Madeira Beach shall suceeed to, own, posscss and
bold all praperty, real, personal or mixed, hmctnfoze owned, pos-
sessed or held by the said Town; and shall bhave, exercise aad
enjoy all the rights, immunities, powcls benelits, privileges and
franchises now possessed, owned or held by it, or that can be con-
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ferred by Jaw upon municipal eorporations under the laws of the
State of Florida ; and the rights, immunities, powers and privileges.
hereby conferred are, and shall be, held to be conferred with like
- legal effect as though conferred with like legal effect as though
edch right, immunity, power and privilege and the mode of exer-
cise thereof was specifically enumerated, set forth and defined in
‘this Charter; and said Town shall be subject to all the duties and
obligations now pertaining to, or incumbent upon, sald Town as
4 corporation.

Seetion 4. GENERAL POWERS.

Without denial or disparagement of other powers now held or
that may hereafter be held or thai may hercafter be given to the
Town under the Coustitution or Laws of the State of Ilorida, the
Town of Madeira Beach shall have power:

(2) All the powers given to such corporations and the officers
ther¢of under the General Laws of this State in existance or that
may hercafter be passed, not iuconsistent with the provisions of
this Charter.

Also the power to purchase, lease, receive and hold property,
real and personal and mixed, within the said Town, and muy sell,
lease or otherwise dispose of the same for the benefit of the Town
and may purchase, lease, receive and hold property, real and per-
sonal, beyond the limits of the Town to be used for the burial of
the dead, for the erection of water works, for the establishinent of
poorhouses, pest houses and bouses of detention and correction,
for publie parks and promenades, recreation parks and pavilions,
municipal hospitals, golf courses, air ports and building incident
- thereto, '

The Town shall also have the power and authority to acquire,
own, hold, build, construct and operate such garbage disposal
equipment or garbage disposal plants as may to the governing: au-
thorities scern advisable and best and suitable to the best interests
and protection of the Town.

The Town shall also have the power and authoriiy to establish
and impose by Ordinance a charge or fee for the service of gar-
bage collection rendered by the Town of Madeira Beach.

In addition to the acquisition and ownership of real estate and
personal property above provided for, the Town is authorized to
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own and operate said property, for such other public I’)IITIJOSQS-QS
the Board of Commissioners and Mayor-Commissioner may ge e(m
necessary and proper, and may sell, lease, or otherwise digpose of
said property for the benefit of the Town 1o the same extent that
natural persons may do, provided that before said Town ghal leatse
any reul property owned by the Town for a term exceeding U;n
years, such proposed lease for a term of more than ten ."L‘iu's-slm-ll
be submitted to a vote of those persons whe arc frecholders of
_property situated within the Town limits and are otherwises quali-
fied to vote at town clections, at an election to be called by {he
Board of Commissioners of said Town, and & majoriy of the votes
cast shall be in favor thereof, exeept as hereinafier provided for,

Also the power to fix a valuation upon ihe property within its
limits both real and personal, for the purpose of taxation, inde-
pendeiit of such valuation as may be fixed by 1the State.

To make a special assessment upon property benefited for the
purpose of building sidewalks, seawalls, wharves and piers, and
consiructing sewers, and grading, paving and curbing streets, side-
walks, and promenades, and to subjeet itself to a bond indebted-
ness for the purpose of building sidewalks, seawalls; wharves and
piers, and constructing sewers, and grading, paving and curbing
streets, for water works, securing proteetion from fire, or for such
other public municipal improvements as the Mayor-Commissioner
ind Board of Commissioners shall decide upon, provided that be-
fore any bonded indebtedness shall be incurred, the Board of
Commissioners siall submit the same to a vote of those persons who
are freeholders of property siluated within the limits of the Town
and are otherwise qualified to vote at Town elections, and a ma-
jority of tbe votes cast shall be in favor thereof, and provided
further that said bond indebtedness shall never exceed fifteen per
cent of the assessed value of the real and personal property within
the corporate limits.

"That said Town shall have and use a common scal und change
it at pleasure, and said munieipality shall also have the power, by
ordinance, to -require the owner or agent of vacant lots or other
property in the Town of Madeira Beach to clean the same of weeds
and remove therefrom any stagnant pools of water and other
matter injurious to the public health, and to preseribe the penalty
for the violation thereof, and in case such owners or their agent
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fail to camply with the requirements of said ordinance, to have
work done and to assess the cost thercof and counstitute the same
& lien against such property, and cenforce the collection thereof in
the same manner as taxes are collected that may be due upon such
property. '

(b) By ordinance or otherwise, to define, prevent or abate
nuoisances; Lo restrain and punish gambling or other disorderly
gonduct; to prevent running at large of cattle, horses, dogs, eats,
fowl, sheep, hogs and goats in the streets of the Town or within
the town limits; to- provide for the purchasing or establishing of
“water works, electrie or other lighting plants, and all the other
plants necessary for the Town and to provide for the regulation
thereof; to regulate the speed at which bieyeles, automobiles or
other wvehieles muy be ridden, driven or propelled through the
streets of the Town, to regulate the speed at which street or other
railway cars, locomotives or motors shall run in the Town limits;
to license privileges, businesses, occupations, and professions car-
ried on and cngaged in within the Town limits and the amounts
of such taxes shall not be dependent upon the general state reve-
nue law; to establish quarantine and health regulations for the
Town of Madeira Beach not inconsistent with the rules and regula-
tions of the State Board of Health; to organjze and provide a fire
department and to regulate the same so as to protect the Town
from fire; to establish fire limils and to preseribe the character and
mode of construction of buildings to be erected or repaired thercin
and the materials to be used in the construction and repair thercof;
to provide for and authorize Town planning and zoning and to
regulate and control the agencics. thercfor; to establish hospitals,
and, in conjunction with the Board of County Commissioners, to
establish rules and regulations respeciing the poor, indigent, infirm
and insane, and to provide for their support and lo fix the con-
ditions upon which said persons coming into said Town shall be
allowed to remain, and in conjunection with the Board of County
Commissioners, to build bridges leading from the Town of Madeira
Beach across any body of water to the other shore thereof, within
the County of Pinellas, and in conjunction with the PFoard of
County Commissioners, to make payment for said bridges and
“maintenance thereof, the cost of construction and maintenance to
be such as may be agreed upon beiween said Board of Commis-
sioners and Board of County Commissioners; to provide for the
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punishment of persons who may at any time disturl the pesce of
the Town or violate any of its ordinances or any of the rules ang
regulations of the said Board of Commissioners; to fix ang regu-
late, from time to time, the salaries of the appointed or hired op,-
ployees of the Town, except, as herein provided; to provide, erect,
construet and majutain a Town sewerage system and to compol
property owners or occupants to conneet with Towu sewer, and
to do and regulate any other matter or thing that may tend 1o Pro-
mote the peace, health, prosperity, morals and general welfare of
-the Town and shal]l have the right and power of eminent domain
for the purpose of condemning private property for the purpose of
opening any street, alley, sidewalk or promenade, in said Town,
or for constructing any sewer, or for parks, munieipal docks for
any public purpose.

Seetion 5. FORM OF GOVERNMENT.

" {a) The government and corporate authority of said Town shall
be vested 1 a Board of Commissioners which shall consist of five
(5) members, one of whom shall be Mayor-Commissioner and said
Town Commission shall constitute the governming body and shall
be vested with all legislative and administrative powers and au-
thority of the Town and shall have and exercise all powers con-
ferred upon the Town except as herein otherwise provided.

(b) . The Town Commission shall have power and authority 1o
remove any member of the Town Commission for incompeteney,
cofruption, misconduel, malfeasance in office or for other good
and sufficient causes after due notice to sald member and su op-
portunity to be heard in his defense.

(¢) The Town Commission may determine its own rules of
procedure, may punish-its own wembers for misconduct, and may
- eompel attendance of members. The majority of all members of the
‘Town Commission shall constitute a guorum to do business. A smaller
number may adjourn from time to time. The Town Comunission shall
hold regular mecting at such time and place as may be preseribed by
ordinance or resolution. Special meelings may be called by the Mayor-
Commissioners, when in the opinion of the majority of the com-
mission such speeial meeting is necessary. All meetings of the Town
Commission shall be open to the public.
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' SECTION 6. ELECTIVE OFFICERS.

(a) A Mayor-Commissioner and four Commissioners shall con-
stitute-the Board of Commissioners of the Town of Maderia Beach
and shall be elected by the qualified clectorate of such Town in the
manner hereinafter provided; provided, however, the Mayor and all
Town Councilmen holding office at the time this Act becomes weffce-
“tive shall continue to hold office until their present respective terims
expire, unless such office be vacated by death, resignation or removal
under . paragraph *‘b’’ Section 5 of this Met. In the event of a
vacancey, such vacancy will be filled by appointment until the next
Election Day. AN other officers of the Town shall be appointed by
the Town Commission. The present Mayor shall be termed *“Mayor-
- Commissioner®’ and shall be & member of the Board of Commissioners
with power to vote.

QUALIFI(‘A’I‘IO\I AND TE\UF{I“ OoF OFFI( E OF ELECTIVE
OFFICERS.

(b) All elective officers of the Town shall be qualified clectors
and freeholders of said Town as provided for hereinafter in this
Charter .and in addition thereto shall be a resident of the Town of
- Madeira Beach, The term of office of all elective officers shall be for
a term of two years from the date of their eleetion to such office.

VACANCY

(e) 1If a vacaney shall occur in the office of Town Commissioner
or Mayor-Commissioner and the unexpired term of sueh vacaney
shall be for a period of less than six months, said vacancy shall be
filled by ‘the majority of the remaining members of said Town Cowm-
mission, but in the cvent that the unexpired term of the vacated
office is for more than six months, the Commission shail call an
election within thirty (30) days from the daie such vacancy oceurs,
to fill the office of the nuexpired term.

"SECTION 7. SALARIES OF' COMMISSIONERS

The Mayor-Commissioner of the Town of Madeira Beach, Florida,
may be puid a salary for his services, which salary shall not mucd
the sum of $1.00 per year, pay able 1 equal monthly installments.
The other commissioners of said Town may be paid a salary for their
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serviees as such commissioneys, whickh salary shall not execed he sum
of $1.00 each per year, payable in equal -monthly intallments,

SECTION 8. ELECTIONS

(a) . An electian shall be held in'the Town of Madeira Beach op
the First Tuesday in May of each yeur for the eleetion of (.
missioners whose terms have expired or the Mayor-Commissigyey
whose term has expired as the case may be. The Commissioners, iy.
eluding the Mayor-Commissioner, eleeted at such eleetion as hepe.
tofore provided. shall each serve for a term of two years wnless his
office be vacated by 'death, resignation or removal under paragraph
‘b’ Section 5, of this Act. All candidates offering themselves {o
the clectors for election under the provisions of this Charter to the
office of Mayor-Commissioner shall so announce and the ballot shyll
be so arranged that separate and distinet votes shall be cast for Mayor-
Commissioner in all elections of the Town of Madeira Beach where
a Mayor-Commissioner is to be clected.

{b) The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Madeira Beach
shall by ordinauce, prescribe the wanner of holding both general and
special elections not inconsistent with the provisions hereof ; and shall
provide registration books for the qualified electors of said Town,
and said Board of Commissioners shall also by ordiuance provide such
polling place or places as they may deem expedient. The Commis-
sioners shall be a canvassing board for all elections bield under this
Charter and as such Board shall meet on the Wednesday following
every General Election, and on the day following any and every other
election ‘held under this Charter for the purpose of canvassing and
declaring the results of said elections and they on said days of
_meeting shall declare the results of said elections.

Qualifications of electors

{e¢y All persons over the age of twenty-one years who have
registered in the mumicipal election Register, as shall have been
preseribed by eordinanece, shall be qualified electors of the Town of
Madcira Beach, in any election to be held for the selection of officers
of said Town, or in otherwise administering the affairs of said Town,
Any person not qualified, according to the provisions as set .out in
this seetion shall not be qualified or entitled to vote in any eleetion
where officers of the Town of Madeira Beach dre to be elected, or
any other matter or thing relative to the conduact or administraiion
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of the affairs of the Town of Mudeira Beach, are to be settled or
determined, including the issuance of Bonds.

(d} 'The provisions of the gewmeral laws of the State of Florida
pertaining to state and munieipal elections relating to the qualifi-
eation of clectors, registrations, transfer of eclectors from one district
to another, manner of voting, duties of election officers, canvassing
of returns, and all other particulars in respect to the management of
elections, except as otherwise provided in this Charter and the
ordinances adopted bhercunder pertaining to eclections, shall so far
as the same may be applicable, govern all Town cleetions.

SECTION 9. DUTIES OF TOWN OFFICERS.

(a) Mayor-Commissioner: The duties of the Mayor-Coramissioner
'shall be to see that all ordinances of the Town are faithiully enforced.
He shall be chairman of the Board of Commissioners and shall preside
at all meetings and shall have the right to vote at said meetings, e
shall have general supervision over all town officers except, the Board
of Commissioners, and may examine into the condition of their offices
and the books, records and papers therein and the manner of con-
ducting their official business. He shall report to the Board of Com-
missioners -all violations or mneglect of duly, or any misfeasance,
malfeasance or non-feasance in office, or other improper conduet on-
the part of any town official that may come to his knowledge.

(b} Viee-Mayor: A Vice-Mayor shall be appointed by the Com-
missioners at their first regular meeting of the Commissioners after
this Charter shall become effective and hLis duties shall be to preside
over the meetings of the Commissioners in the absence of the Mayor-
Commissioner, and in general, during the absence or inability of the
Mayor-Commissioner, to act, or during a vacancy in the office of the
Mayor-Commissioner, he shall do and perform those acts and things
provided in this Charter to be done by the Mayor-Commissioner.

(e) Town Clerk: The Town Clerk shall be appointed by the
‘Board of Comimissioners of the Town of Madeira Beach and he shall
hold office at the pleasure of said Board. He shall act as Clerk of
the Board of Commissioners and shall also act as Clerk of the
Municipal Court. He shall give such bond as the 1Board of Com-
missioners shall fix, and shall perform all the duties imposed upon
the Clerk by the Board of Commissioners not incousistent with the
provisions of thiz Charter, and shall receive sueh sulary and fees
therefor as may be provided by ordinance of the Town.
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(d) Police Department : A Chief of Police and such policemen »¢
the Town Comuiission deems necessary shall be appointed by the
Board of Commissioners of the Town of Madeira Beach, ang the,
shall hold office at the pleasure of the Board. It shall be the duty ¢f
the Chief of Police with advice and instructions of the Boaré 0['
Commissioners to preserve order, o prevent violation of the termg
and provisions of the Town Ordinances’ of the Town of Madeirg
Beaeh, 10 enforee such ordinances, and to perform such other duties
#5 may be preseribed by orders of the Board of Commissioners, ot
inconsistent with this Charter. The Chief of Police or any policemyn
of the Town of Madeira Beach may arrest without warrant, a'ny Lerson
violating any of the ordinances of said Town, eonmmittéd in the
presence of such officer, und, when knowledge of the violation of
any ordinance shall come to said Chief of Police, or said policemen,
not committed in his or their presence, he shall at once make atfidavit
before the Municipal Judge or elerk against the person charged with
such violation, whereupon the said Municipal Judge or the Tuwn
Clerk shall issue a warrant for the arrest of such persou or persons.

(e) Dlunieipal Judge: There shall be appointed by the Town
Commission a Municipal Judge who shall hold office at the pleasure
of the Town Commission and shall receive such compensstion us may
be determined by the Board of Commissioners. The Mayor-Comuiis-
sioner or any Commissioner may be appointed as sueh Muniecipal
Judge,

(£) The Municipal Judge shall have power to try all cases in-
-volving violations of the Town Charter and ordinances, and for such
violations to impose such penalties or fines as may be preseribed by
ordinance, and shall have power to try cases upan affidavit filed by
the complaining witness. The Municipal Judge shall have the right to
administer oaths, and shall have the power to issue warrants fov
arrest upon proper information or affidavits, and 1o jssue summons
to compel the attendance of witnesses, and in the event any witness
so summoned shall fail to appear and attend the Court, said Judge
may compel his attendance by attachment for contempt. All summons
to witnesses shall be attested by the Clerk of the Municipal Court,
and may be served by any police officer.

() The Municipal Judge shall have the exclusive power to npose
fines for the breach of any Town Ordinance, and shall have the ex-
ciusive power to grant pardons, releases, suspensions of judgments or
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sentences, and to estreat and reinstate Londs, and to remit fines of
persons convieted, and shall have the right to grant parole to persons
confined in the Town jail or stockade.

Contempt of court

(h)} The Judge of the Municipal Court shiull have the power to
punish any person for any contempt committed in the presence of the
Court, but in no case shall such punishment exceed the imposition of
a fine of fifty ($50.00) dollars or imprisonment in the Town jail or
stockade for a period wvot exceeding fifteen (15) days, or both snch
fine and imprisonment. '

Rules of court

(i} The Municipal Judge is hereby authorized and empowered to
promulgate rules and regulations for the government of such Munije-
ipal Court, to fix the time at which said Court shall convene, and to
preseribe the sessions at which all persons within the jurisdiction of
said Court shall have their cases set for trial. '

Costs of court

(j) The costs of all proseccutions in said Court shall be made up
by the Municipal Judge and set forth as a rule or regulation of said
Municipal Court, and approved by Town Commissioners.

Digposition of fines, efc.

(k) All monies collected by the Clerk of the Municipal Court shall
be deposited with the proper finance officer designated by the Town
Couneil. '

Papers recorded

(1) No papers or instruments once filed in the Municipal Court
shull be taken therefrom by any attorney or other person, cxeept by
 permission of the Municipal Judge, and upon giving a receipt to
~ assure the return of such papers and mstruments.

Trial withou! jury |

(m) Trials in Muunieipal Court shall be without jury.

Appeals

(n) Appeals shall be to the Circuit Court in and for Pinellas
County, State of Florida, from all final judgments and sentences of
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the Municipal Court. Such appeals shall be taken ouly UpoL appy
eation of the party convicted, and under the restrictions imposed b.}; ;
the general law of the State of Florida in sueh easeg made a’nd-
provided. .

(o) Alternate Judge: The Board of Commissioners . shy) also
have the power Lo appoint an alternate judge who shall perform the
duties of the municipal judge in case of his absence from the Town
or inubility to act in case of illness or disqualification, and he shgl]
receive such compensation as may be fixed by the Board of
Commissioners, '

- SECTION 10. APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS IN GENERAT,

{(a) The Town Commission shall appoiht a Fire Chief and assiﬁ_
tants, subjeet to the approval of the Volunteer Fire Department, so
long as the Fire Department is manned by volunteers.

(b) The Town Commission shall appoint a Toewn (Clerk, Tax
Colleetor, Tax Assessor, City Attorney, Building Iuspeetor, Flectrieal”
Inspecior, Sanitary Officer, and Board of Equalization and Adjust-
ment, and all such oflicers and employees necessary it its opinion
to earry out-the functions and duties of the Town of Madeiry Beach
imposed under this Charter and the Ordinances of the Town and
also appoint such board and commissions as may be deemed necessary
and fix the duties and compensation to be paid to such officers und
employecs, provided, however, that the compensation paid any such
officer or employee will not exceed any limitations specifically set
forth in this Charter. Nothing herein contained shall prevent one
employee or officer holding wmore than oue office,

SECTION 11. ORDINANCES

(a) The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Madeiru Beach
shall have the power to make ordinances and establish for the govemn-
ment of said Town, such ordinances in writing not incongistent with
the Charter, Constitution and Laws of the State of orida, or the
United States, as they may deem neecessary. Said ordinances to be
pussed and become effective as hereinafter provided for.

(b) No ordinance shall be passed until it has been rvead in open
couneil mecting three times. At least one (1) week shall elapse between

the first and second readings. Notice of the proposed ordinunce shall
be given by publishing the title of the ordinance by pusting at the
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door of the Town Hall and at one other publie place in the Town or
by publishing the title in a newspaper of general circulation published
in Pinellas County, Florida, in one issue thereof, after its first and
at least three (3) days prior to the second reading of the proposed
ordinance. At least one week shall elapse between the sceond and
third readings unless two-thirds of the Commissioners present at the
second reading shall deem it expedient to dispense with this second
reading. Emergency ordinances may, by a vote of two-thirds of the
members-present at a meeting, be passed by dispensing with the fore-
going. rule, and such emergency ordinance may be read three times
and put on its final passage at one meeting. After an ordinance has
been passed on third reading, it shall be submitted to the Mayor-
Commissioner, if he is capable of service and, if not, to the Viee-
Mayor, for his approval. If he shall approve, he shall sign tie same
and return it to the Board of Commiissioners at or before s next
regular meeting. Jf the Mayor-Commissioner shall disapprove, he
shall return the ordinance  with his objections in writing to the
Roard of Commissioners at or before its next regular meeting, at
which meeting the Board of Commissioners shall enter into the con-
sideration of the propesed ordinance and the objections thereto, if
any, made by the Mayor-Commissioner or Vice-Mayor aud if at said
meeting the.ordinance shall be approved by a majority of the Cowm-
missioners, the ordinance shall beeome a law, the Mayor-Commnis.
sioner's or the Viee-Mayor’s veto, as the ease may be, 1o the contrary
notwithstanding. Any ordinance whiceh shall not be returned to the
Board of Commissioners with the writien veto of the Mavor-Commis-
sioner or the Vice-Mayor at or before the next regular meetimg of
the Board of Commissioners, shall become a Jaw as effectively as
though approved by the Mayor-Commissioner or the Viee-Mayor,

{¢). An ordinance when approved, or when i1t shall huve becomne
‘4 law by not being vetoed as hereinabove preseribed, shall become
effective twenty (20) days from the date of its appreval or becoming
a law without sueh approval. Emergency ordinances passed as
provided in Paragraph A of this section shall become effective
immediately. -

(d) 'The ordaining clause of every ordinance shall be us follows:
Be it ordained by the Board of Commissioners of the Town of
WMadeira Beach, Florida.
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(e) All ordinances heretofore passed by the Town Commissioneyy
of the Town of Madejra Beach, not inconsistent with this Chariey
and the gencral Jaws of the State of Florida, shall be and remain §y
full force.

(f) The Board of Commissioners shall have the po“m to Pass
any and all ordinances not inconsistent with the provisions of thig
Act.

SECTION 12. MILLAGE

The Town of Madeira Beach shall have the vight to raise by taxes
such amounts as may be necessary for carrying on the gevernment of
said 'l‘mm not to exceed ten mills on the dollar, on the fair cash value
of all the property in said Town (real proputy), aud out ot the
funds so raised the Commissioners shall have the right and antbority
to expend an amount not in excess of two mills on the dollar of 4l
the taxable property in said Town for the purpose of giving publiciry
to the advantages, facilities and resources of said Town. In addition
to the right 1o levy a rax of ten mills on the dollar as herein provided,
said Town shall have the right to levy such additional taxes as may
be necessary to pay the interest on the outstanding bonds of said
Town, and such additional bonds as said Town may from tire to
time issue in accordance with law, and also 1o provide a sinking fund
for the redenmiption of said bonds when the same mature. It shall be
the duty of the Board of Commissioners at thelr next meeting after
being notified of the amount of the sum total of the taxable property
in the Town of Madeira Beach, to ascertain the amouni of money
needed for each department, which said estimute shall be submitted
to the Mayor-Commissioner of the Town, and he shall have the right
to inerease or diminish the appropriation for any department. The .
Mayor-Commissioner shall then return said estimate o the Board of
Commissioners and the Board of Commissioners shall not have the
right to change any item in said estimate of the Mayor-Commissioner
except by a two-thirds vote of the entire Board, The Board sball then
make a levy in accordance with such estimates, and no part of the
money raised by taxation shall be diverted from the objeet Lor which
it was raised.

SECTION 13. ASSESSMENT ROLL

It shall be the duty of the Asscssor of Taxes, impediately after
the assessment of the property ol the Town has been corrected and
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the #mount to be raised for the various purposes hm(-mbuuw e
tioned has been determined, to calculate and carry out the several
- amounts of said taxes in separate columns provided for that purpose
in the assessment roll, setting down opposite the several sums set
down as the valudtion of real property, the respective sums assessed
fur taxes thereon in dollars and cents, rejecting all fractional paris
of a cent. 1le shall also add up all columns of the assessinent and taxes
contained in the assessment roll and make thereon such recapitulatory
tables as may be required by the Boavd of Commissioners and he shall
then attach to said assessment roll, the following affidavit, to-wit:

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF PINELLAS
TOWN OF MADEIRA BEACH

Personally appeared DefoTe M@ .o s
Assessor of Taxes for the Town of Madeira Beach, who being duly
sworn, siys the foregoing assessment roll contains a true state and
description of all real property in the Town of Madeira Beach, subject
to taxation or liable to be assessed therein, and that the valuation
g0 far as were made by himm were just and correet.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this ... . day of .. —
A, D, 19..... ey @Bd shall have the same completed b\' the mat uf
June, of each and every year, at which time the Board of Com-
missioners shall examine the assessment roll, and, if found to be
correct, shall so certify thereon, which ccltlfmnte shall be signed by
the Mayor-Commissioner and said Board of Commissioners, and ihe
Board of Commissioners then shall direct the Collector of Taxes to
proceed, on the first day of June in cach year, to collect, said taxes
or as soon thercafter as said assessment roll shall be completed.

SECTION 14. TAX COLLECTION

The Board of Commissioners shall direct the Colleetor to collect
said taxes by atlaching to the assessment roll, the following warrant,
to wit:

AR R - ., Colleetor of the Town of Mudeira
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Beach : You are hereby commuanded to collect from each of {he Persong
and corporations named in the appended roll, and of the owneys of
the real estate described therein, the taxes set down in said poy
opposite their names and to the several parcels of land therein de-
seribed, and in case any person or corporation upon which iny ta'\;
is mposed shall refuse or negleer to pay the smne, you e 1 f:rUllvc‘l
the same by law and sale of the goods and chattels so assessed, mu{
all sum so colleeted you are to deposit in the town depository at suel
time as may be required by the ordinances of sald Town. And you
are further required to make all eolleetions on or before the st day
of December, next. v

Given under our hand and seal of the Town, this .. dav

1} ST ' S , A D19,

..............................................................

Attest: o w {Town Seal}

SECTION 15. TAXES DUE .

All taxes shall be due and pavable on the first day of October of
cach year. All taxes paid in full for the c¢urrent vear, during the
month of October shall be subject to a discount of four (445) per cent;
such puyments made during the month of November after they shall
have become due in October, shall be subjeet to a discount of three
(3%) per cent; and such taxes being paid during the mouth of
December, after they shall become due, shall be subject to a discount
of two (2% ) per cent; and all taxes paid durivg the month of
January after they shall fall due for that year, shall be subject to a
discount of one {1%) per cent. All taxes payable atfter the month of
February during the year in which they become due shall be entitled
io no discount. All taxes remaining unpaid on April 1st shall be
delinquent and shall bear interest at the rate of ten (10%) per cent
per anpuin for the first year, and ten (109%) per eent per annum for
any subsequent years, and such interest shall be added to the taxes
collected.

SECTION l16. ENFORCEMENT OF TAXES

Taxes and assessments on real estate shall be and remain a lien
on the property assessed superior to all other liens or claims, exeept
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State and County taxes, and wunicipal improvement liens, und of
equal dignity therewith, until the same shall be paid. Such liens may
be enforced as other liens, All unpaid taxes and assessments may he
colleeted by suits in courts at law or in equity.

The costs of all suits and proceedings for the collection of unpaid
taxes and assessments, including a veasonable attorney’s fee or
solteitor’s fee which shall be paid to the attorney or solicitor repre-
senting the Town, as his compensation in such suit, shall be recovered:
and colleeled by sueh suits.

SECTION 17. TAX CERTIFICATES

1f the taxes on all real estate shall not be paid befure the 1st day
of April nexst, after the tax-roll shall have come into the hands of the
Collector, he shall, as soon theveafter as possible, make from the
assessment roll a separate copy of uny assessment thercon remaining
unpaid, using a special tax certificate the form -of which shall be
provided by resolution, showing the assessment of any lot, parcel
or tract of land iherein deseribed and the amount of taxes due
thereon, and that the lien thereby created is a first lien upon the
property sel forth thereinsuperior to all other liens, except State and
County taxes and wunicipal improvement liens, and that such lien
bears interest at the rate of (106z) per cent per annum for the
first year and (10%) per cent per annugm for any subsequent years
until paid,

When the Collector shall have completed the preparation of the
tax certificates, he shall make a record of the same in a switable bouk
provided for that purpose which shall show the number and date of
the 1ax certificate, the amount of the tax and a description of the
property, and a space shall be provided to enter the name of the
purchaser of the certificate in the event the Board of Commissioners
should sell the same, as hereinalter provided, and sueh record or
certified copies thereof, either in whole or in part, shall be entitled
to record in the office of the Clerk of the Cirenit Court, Pinellas
County, Florida. '

When the Collector shail have completed the preparation of the
tax certificates and the record thercon he shall so report, in writing,
to the Bourd of Commissioners who shall, at any time thereaitex, if
they so desire, direct the Collector to deliver the aforesaid iax cer-
tificates to the Town Attorney or solicitor for collection, which
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certified copies of tax certificates shall be prima facie é\'ideaace P
the contents of the assessment roll and the levies mnde thereon (i)
all suits to enforce the payment of the lien for such tuxes 4s m 2
appear upon said tax certificates. ' =T A

The Town Attorney or solicitor shall search or cause to be searehed
the publie records of Pinellas County and of the United Sturey District
Court to ascertain the names of all persons owning or having any
interest or lien in said land and in the suits brought for the enforce.
ment of said lien for taxcs, he shall make all persons appearving upon
said records to be owners or interested in said real estate, or having
a lien thercon, parties defendant, and whenever serviee is sought to
be had in such suit upon any defendant by publication the notice
shall contain a deseription of the land upon which the tax lien is
claimed, ' '

The names of any peréons other than the owners ol said reul estate
may, at the diseretion of the Town Attorney or Solicitor, Le omitied
from the list of defendants, but no persons having an interest in said
property. or holding a lien thereon apparent from said records and not
brought into Court as a defendant, shall be, until so broueht into
Court. as a defendant, deprived of his interest therein, The interest
of all persons not apparent upon said publie records shall be fore-
ciosed by such suits without. their being named or served as
defendants.

"Upon the collection of all moneys due the City after the sume shall
have been placed in the hands of the Town Attorney or solicitor,
application shall be made, first, to payment of Court Costs, including
clerk’s, sheriff’s, master’s and advertising fees; second, the amount
due the Town for taxes and interest, and last, thie atlorney’s or
solicitor’s fees for services in comnection with the collection of such
taxes,

SECTION 13, SALE OF TAX CERTIFICATLES

As a supplemental alternative, or additivnal method of reulizing
revenue from delinquent tax assessments, the Board of Comumissioners
may sell, for cash at public sale, its tax liens as evidenced by the tax
certificates hereinbefore provided for, and the purehaser or purchasers
of such tax certificates or tax liens shall have ull the rights and
remedies in law or equity of the Town respecting such liens, provided,
however, that any suit, either in law or equity, brought to foreelose
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‘the lien or to colleet the indebtedness thereunder, in the event of such’
sale by the Town, shall be brought in the name of the Town for the
benefit of the holder and owner of such tax lien as evideneed by such
tax certificate,

In the event of such sale the Clerk or Collector of said Town shall
record the name of the purchaser of such tax lien or certificate, in
the record book provided for thut purpose. Tn the rvent of sale by
the Town, the purchaser, or his suceessors, legal representatives or
assigns, shall have the right to bring any suit at law or in equity for
the euforcement of same at any time within twenty years frowm the
date of snch sale by the Town. Provided, however, that no suit shall ‘be
brought until after the expirvation of one year from the date of the
sale of said certificates by the "Town. Each tax certificate, when so
sold by the Town, shall have thereon the assignment from the Town to
the purchaser bearing the date of such sale and shall be signed by
the Mayor-Commuissioner. attested by the Town Clerk und the corpo-
rate seal of the Town affixed thereto, and such certifivate shall then
become -a negotiable evidence ol indebtedness without recourse
against the Town, except in case assessment on which such certificate
is based is an Invalid assessment ; provided for such purpose no such
assessment shall be held invalid by any court of vompetent jurisdic-
tion, unless and until the Town of Madeira Beach has been made a
party of defendant to the cause of action in which validity is attacked,
and may be reassigned, sold, hvpothecated, and otherwise negotiated
as any negotiable instrumeat, and in the event the purchaser or Jus
legal representatives or assigns shall so desire he may aecept partial
payment of same or collect ihe interest thercon without in auy way
affecting the validity of the ljen for the balance due tlhereon.

Such tax certificate or a certificate from the Town Clerk or Col-
lector setting forth such sale and assignment and the property sub-
jeet to lien thereunder shall be entitled to record in the office of
the Clerk of the Cireuit Court in Pinellas County, Floridy, and in
such eveut the cost of suech recording shall be an additional lien
apainst the property embraced in such ceértificate. Such tax cer-
tificate shall at all times, be redeemable at the office of the Town
Clerk or Collector upon the payment of the prinecipal and interest
acerued thereon, plus a cancellation charge of Fifty Cents (50¢)
pavable to Attorney of the Town of Madeira Beach, for each can-
cellation, any timge prior to the actual institution of legal proceed-
ings for collection or foreclosure of same and upon such redemption
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the Town Clerk or Collector shall enter upon the proper recorq
the payment of such tax certificate and shall issue a proper reeeipt’
or recordable release showing the payment thercof which .shzi)ll.
be delivered to the person or persons paying the tax certificate

The Town Clerk or Collector shall then notify the purchaser op
owner of xuch tax certificate appearing of record in his office that
the same has been paid and upon the surrender of the tax eertifi
cate, so redeemed; the same shall be properly cancelled and the
proceeds derived therefrom paid over to the person surrendering
such tax ertificate. Any tax cerfificate so redeemed shall immcrj
diately cease to bear interest regardless of by whom owied or
“held. Upon the institntion of any suit i Jaw or equity, the party
‘80 instituting same as herein provided for, shall file written notice
thereof with the Town Clerk or Collector, who shall make the
proper entry thereon on his records and shall allow no redemption
of the tax certificutes tnvolved in such swit through the office of the
Towan Clerk or Collector..

Section 19. VALIDATION

That all tax levies and assessments, heretofore made by the Town
of Madeira Beach are hereby declared to be legal and valid in all
respects and any and all unpaid or delinquent assessments for taxes
due the Town of Madeira Beach shall be subjeet to the provisions
of this Act.

Section 20. TOWN MAY PURCHASE

That the Town of Madeira Beach may not hecome the purchaser
at any foreclosure sale brought in the name of said Town for its
use and benefit to enforce the collection or foreclosure of any tax
lien or lien for any municipal improvements, and no bid shall be
lower than the curvent lien and the Town shall provide publie
auction for said property and become owner of said property if no
bid is made in an amount greater thau that of the lien and costs.

In the event the Town becomes the purchaser and owner o_f any
real estate under such procecdings, the Board of Commissioners
may, at any time, sell the samc at public sale for cash to any
person or persons whomsoever, provided the same shall not be sold
for less than paid therefor by the Town, and then only upon con-
sent of four-fifths of the Town Council,
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. Seetion 21. TAX EXEMPTIONS

All property exempt under -the Constitution and Laws of the
State of Florida from county taxation is hereby exempt from tax-
ation by the Town of Madeira Beach.

Seetion 22, KRRONEOQUS ASSESSMENT

The Board of Equalization, at public meeting, is empowered to
provide for the correction of any defect in the assessment.

Section 23. STREETS AND SIDEWALKS

The IBoard of Commissioners shall have the power 10 order the
laying of sidewalks along the public streels or on any promenade
or public thoroughfare of the Town and to preseribe the width
thereof and the materials to be uséd, aud after thirty days' notice
to the abutting property owners and upon the failure of such prop-
erty owners, within sueh time, to lay any such sidewalk, so or-
dered, shall have the power to cause such sidewalks to be laid and
shall assess one-half the cost and expense of the same against such
abutting property, which assessment shull constitute a lien agalnst
such property of equal dignity with tax certificates and enforce-
able in thie manner provided for the enforeement of the ten of tax
certificates, provided that such certificates shall be payable aud
tie collection thereof enforceable m not less than one year from
the 1ssue of any such certificates, and the other ounc-hall the cost
and expense of the laying of sueh sidewalk shall be paid by the
Town out of the general fund.

Seetion 24, LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS AND SPECIAL AS.
SESSMENTS,

~{a) The Board of Commissioners shall have the power to estab-
lish grades and drains on all public streets and thoroughfaves of
the Town and shall h.ne the power to pave, repave, curb, open,
construct, lay out, repair or otherwise improve any strect, alley,
park or other pubhc highway or any part thereof, and to lay out,
construet, alter, repair or improve sewers, bulkheads, seawalls and
all other necessary public 1mprovemeuts within the Town limits
of the Town of Madeira Beach. Bulkheads, seawalls, retabiing walls
and other neceessary structures in the construction, maintenance
. of protection of streets lying in the vicinity of, or along, or near,
or abutting on, the waterfront may be constructed upon pablie or
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private property where sueh bulkheads, seawalls, retaining wallg
and other necessary struetures in connection therewith areﬁ ne:;eg
sary to hold, proteet or retain the streets or publie property oflth(_; :
Town of Maderia Beach. ) '

(b) The Bourd of Commissioners shall have the power 1o assesy
not smore than two-thirds of the cost of uny of the i111p1'<sx'1f1|19111;;
authorized in this section against the property especially bepe.
fited thereby, and the remaining cost shall be paid by tho Town
from the general fund. This assessment shall be made substantialiv
in the munner hereinafter provided, to wit: )

INITIAL PROCEEDING

1. The initial proceeding for a local improvement whielh is to
be specially assessed against benefited property owners shall be
“the passage, at the regular or speeial meeéting of the Town Couneil
of a resolution ordering such loeal improvement to be made under
this section, stating the nature of the proposed improvement, desio-
nating the. location of fthe improvement, what part or ;iortion Ef
the expense thereof is to be paid for by special assessment, the
manner i which said assessment shall be made, when suid assess-
ments are to be paid, what part, if any, shall be apportioned to
be paid from the general improvement fund of the Town, and said
resolution shall also designate the lands upon which the special
assessment shall be levied. i :

RESOLUTION

2. The resolution may give any short und convenient designa-
tion to each improvement ordered thereby, and the property against
which assessments are to be made, for the cost of such improve-
ment, shall be designated as a district followed by a letter or
number of anything to distinguish it from other districts, after
which it shall be sufficient to refer to such improvement and prop-
erty by such designation In all proceedings and assessments except
as hereinafter provided.

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS

3. Immediately after the passage of said resolution, the Town
Clerk shall prepare and file in his office pluns and specifications of
each improvement ordered thercby and estimates of the cost there-
of. There shall be included in the estimates of the cost of such im-

1336



LAWS OF FLORIDA ~ CHAPTER 25992

provements the. cost thereof and all incidental expense to be
agsessed against property benefited thereby. Such plans, specifi-
~cations and estimates shall be open to the inspection of the public.

PUBLICATION AND NOTICE OF RESOLUTION

4. The Town Clerk upon the filing by him of suelr plans, specifi-
cations and estimates, shall publish onee in a duily or weekly
newspaper published in the County of Pinellas and of general eir-
culation 1 the Town of Madeira Beach, a notice stating that af a
meeting of the Town Commission on a certain day and hour not
ecarlier thun ten (10).days from the date of sueh publication, the
Town Commission will hear the objéctions of all interested persons
to the confirmation of said resolution. Said notice shall state in
brief and general terms a deseription of the proposed improve-
ment with the location thereof and shall also state that plans, speci-
fications and estimates or cost thereof are on file in the office of the
Town Clerk. '

CONFIRMATION

5. At the time named in said notice, or to which an adjourn-
ment may be taken, the Town Commission shall receive any ob-
jections of interested persons and may then and thereafter repeal
or confirm said resolution with such amendments, if any, as may
be described by the Town Commission and which do not change in
any way the location or the improvement of improvements.

6. -Upon the confirmation of said resolutton ordering such im-
provements or any of them, the Board of Commissioners shall cause
the Town Clerk to advertise for sealed bids for the doing of the
work ordered, which said advertisement shall be published in a
daily or weckly newspaper published in the County of Pinellas
and of general eirculation in the Town of Madeira Beusch once a
week for two eonsecutive weeks prior to the date destgniated for
the w(,elpt of such sealed bids.

7. Upen the receipt of the bids, the Board of Comimissioners
shall examine the same and shall award contraet or contraets for
such improvements to the lowest and best bidder, provided, how-
ever, nothing herein contained shall prevent the Board of Com-
missioners from rejecting any and all bids received and to read-
vertise in the manner herein provided for original call for bids.
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8, Upon completion of any of t]n, improvements so ordered ug
heretofore provided, the Board of Commissioners slmll, at its next
regular meeting, proceed to assess the cost of such improvement or
improventents agdmst the property specially benefited thereby,
which assessment shall be accomplished by resolution duly passed
and adopted by a majority of the Board of Commissioners and
which resolution shall set forth the nature of the improvement, the
deseription of the property to be assessed, the names of the owners
of such property and the amounts to be assessed against the re.
spective properties therein listed, it being specifically provided 1hat
mn making the assessment, not more than two-thirds of the total
cost thercof shall be assessed against property especially bhenefited
thereby, the remainder to be assumed and paid for by the Town of
Maderia Beach from the public improvement fund.

9. Immediately following the passage and adoption of the reso-
lution making such assessment, the Board of Commissioners shall
publish once in a daily or weekly newspaper published in the

County of Pinellas and of general eirculation in the Town of
" Maderia Beach, a notice stating that the Town Commission on a
certain day and hour not earlier than five (5) days from the date
of such publication, will meet and hear the objections of all inter-
ested persons to the confirmation of said resolntion. Said notice
shall state in brief and general terms the deseription of the im-
provements, the location thercof, the owners, the property to he
assessed and the amounts to be assessed against each property so
deseribed.

10. At the time named in said notice or to which an adjourn-
ment may be taken, the Town Commission shall receive any ob-
jection of interested persons and may then or thercafter repeal or
- confirm said resolution with suech amendments, if any, as may he
desiréd by the Commission. Upon confirmation of said resolution,
whether in its original form or as amended, said resolution shall be
im full force and effect.

Scetion 25. CERTIFICATES OF INDEBTEDNESS

The Board of Commissioners, as soon as said assessment is made
shall issue certificates of indebtedness for the amount so assessed
against the abutting property aud separate certificates shall be

issued against each tract of land assessed containing a deseription
of the land and the amount of the assessment, together with the
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general nature of the improvements for which the assessment is
made and the date thereof, which assessment when made shall con-
stitute and become a lien against said property prior to all other
liens, except taxes and those for construction or repair to sidewalks
and sewerage, with which liens they shall have equal dignity upon
the real estate so nssessed. :

The said certificates shall be made payable to bearer in equal
annual initallments of not exceeding ten installments, 1o be de-
termined by the Board of Commissioners, and shall bear interest to
be fixed by the Board of Commissionérs at a rate not greater than
eight (8%) per cent per annum, payable annnally from the date
of issuance of such certificates, and the payment of said certificates
and annual interest may be guaraniced by the Town of Madeira
Beach, and in case of the non-payment of the annual interest or
principal at maturity by the property owner, the same shall be re-
deemed by the Town at the option of the holder of said certificates,
but such redemption by the Town shall not discharge the lien of
the assessruents against the abutting property. Said certificates
shall be in such form as is prescribed by the Board of Commis-
sioners, and if the Board of Commissioners shall so elect, the annual
payments of interest and principal may be represented by coupons
in form preseribed by the Board of Commissioners, said coupous to
be attached to such certificates and the Town Clerk or Collector
ghall keep a record book in form to be preseribed by the Board,
in which shall be entered a record of all certificates and coupons
heretofore or hereafter issued for public improvements of the char-
acter herein provided for, and on which shall be noted all pay-
ments or cancellations of such certificates or coupons. '

Thc certificates, when issued, shall be turned over to the Town
depository, which, when ordered to do so by resolution of the
Board, may sell or dispose of the same in such manner as may
be provided for by said resolution in puyment for said work or
improvements or for cash, as may be provided by said resolution.
Provided, however, that the owner of the property abutting any
sidewalk or street, or any other improvement hercinbefore pro-
vided for, shall have the option to puy the entire amount of said
assessment in cash upon notice of his intention so to do at any
time before the actual sale or other disposal by the Board of Com-
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nissioners of such certificaies und wlienever, auy such ‘uertiﬁcates
.cr.any coupons attached thereto, shall be presented 10 the Towp Clark
or Colleetor with request that the same be done, the same shall
be cancelled of record by the Town Clerk or Collector.

Section 26. SPECIAL ASSESSMENT BONDS

_ After any assessments as herein provided for have beey mide
and certificates of -indebtedness issued as herein provided for, apg
before the said certificates have been sold or disposed of, the Board
of Commissioners may order all or any part of the certificates s
issued to be left on deposit with the Town depository and mav is.
~sue coupon bonds bearing interest payable semi-annually at a raie
of not more than six (6%) per cent in such form and denominations
as may he prescribed by the Board of Commissioners to an amount
not greater than the amount of the principal of the certificates
so left on deposit, and may guaraniee the payment of the priucipal
and interest of said bonds, and said bonds may be made to mature
at a time not longer than one year after the maturity of the last
installment on such certificates, and said bonds shall be made pay-
able at the office of the Town depository, and said certificates shall
be held by said Town depository to mect the payment of said bonds
and interest at maturity, and as soon as funds have been realized
from the collection of such certificates and placed in a separate
fund, as herein provided, to an amount sufficient to redeem one
or more of the said bonds and when so redecmed shall become nuil
and void and shall not be reissued, and all bonds so issued shall
be registéred with the said depository and payment theveof shall
be considered as having been made upon setting aside a deposit by
the Town depository to the credit of the registered holder thereof
of an amount sufficient to pay the principal and acenmulated in-
terest on said bonds at the time of such deposit.

Not less tban thirty (30) days before the annual interest pay-
ing period on said bonds, when so issued, the Board of Commis-
sioners shall ascertain how much money has been accumulated in
said trust fund and shall, by drawing lots or in such other manner
as they may determine, aseertain which bonds shall be retirved
with: the fund so accumulated, and upon the said bonds being so
ascertained the registered holder thereof shall be notified that his
said bonds will be paid at the uext interest paying period and
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notice shall have been considered given by depositing by ihe Town
depository of a letter advising him of the facts in the post offiee
~at Madeira Beach addressed to the post office address given by
such registered holder at the time of the registry of him of his
said bonds, and at the said interest paying period, as hereinbefore
provided, the sum of money sufficient to retire his said bond or
bonds and accumulated interest shall be set aside and -deposited
to his credit as herein provided for, and the same shall be taken und
held in all things as a payment and eancellation of such bLond,
whether the sume he then surrendered or not. Bonds so issued shall
not be taken into consideration in computing or determining the
- Iimit of bonded indebtedness to which the said Town is authorized
to subject itself under this Charter.

Section 27. ENFORCING [MPROVEMENT LIENS

In all cases mentioned in this Aet where the Town of AMadeira
Beach has acquired or may hereafter acquire liens for improve-
ments such ltens or any of them may bhe enforced in the following
manner by the Town or in the name of the Town by the holder
thereof ; first, by a bill in equity, second, by a suit at law,

The bill in equity or the declaration at law shall state briefly
and sufficiently the facts constituting the lHen, the amount thereofl
and the descriptiou of the property on which said lien has been
acquired and shall contain a prayer that the owner shall be com.
pelled to pay the amount of said lien, or, in default thereof, that
said property shall be sold to satis{y the same. But the judgment or
decree obtained in said suit shall not be enforced against, or be a
lien upon any other property than that against which the assess-
ment was made; that in the decree or judgment, as the case may
be, for the enforcement and collection of the amount for which said
lien was given, decree or judgment shall also be rendered for a
reasonable attorney’s fec, together with the costs of the proceedings,
which attorney’s fee and costs shall also become a len upon said
land and shall be collected at the time and in the manner pro-
vided for the collection of the amount for which the lien was
originally given. ' ‘

Section 28. PERWECTING SERVICE
In the proceedings provid'ed for in the preceding section the

1341



CHAPTER 399" I,.'ms OF I-LOR]DA

owner or owners of the land, if they can be ascertained, sha)j y,
parties defendant. 1f the owner or owners cannot be ascortaineg
after diligent mqunv, the proceediugs shall be against the property
on which the lien is claimed without mentioning any party de.
fendant, In such case service shall be had by a notice of e
institution of said suit for the enforcement of such lien by un aq.
vertisement in a newspaper published in the Town of Madeiyy
Beaeh, and n case there is no newspuper in Madeira Beacl, they
such notice may be publisted in any newspaper published iy
Pinellas County, Florida, and having general cireulation in the
Town of Madeira Beach, Florida; and provided, further, that be.
fore such service shall be had the complamant or plaintiff, as the
case may be, his agent or attorney, shall make affidavit and file
with the bill in chancery or the declaration at law setting forth the
faet that the owner or owners of such property are unknown tp
him. In all proceedings to enforee said liens or any of them, suve
in cases where the owner or owners eannot be ascertained, serviee
shall be wade on the parties defendant in the same manner asg is
provided by law for service in other cases. In such procecdings
appeals and writs of error.may be taken to the proper appellats
courts as in other cases.

Section 20 TAX REVENUE BONDS

Upon the affirmative vote of four-fifths of the membership of
the Board of Commissioners of said Town, the Town is hereby au-
thorized, at any time to borrow money to the extent of one-half
of the amount of the taxes levied in any oune year, and to issue as
evidenee of indebtedness for the money borrowed, revenue bonds
which shall be signed by the Mayor-Commissioper of the Town and
attested by the Town Clerk under the scal of said Town, and shall
not be of less denomination than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00)
each. Said bonds shall be issued separately against auy or all of 1he
funds for which taxes are assessed and when issued against any
fund the amount realized from the loan of the said bonds shall be
carricd and credited to the fund against which said bonds were
issued. Said bonds shall be issued in serial numbers beginning with
the number one (1) as against each separate fund and the holder of
such bonds shall have a first lien upon the uncollected taxes to the
extent of the amount borrowed and as against each fund for which
~ said bonds were issued and as the taxes are collected the bonds
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shall be paid in the order in which they were issued - out of the
funds against which said bonds werc negotiated.. No revenue bonds
shall be issued for a longer time than twelve (12) months and
shall hear quoh interest as the Board of Commissioners may fix.

Eaectmn 30, PUB]J(J IMPROVEME\TS
Total Cost Defrayed by Town

The Board of Comimissioners of the Town of Madeira Beach shall
have the power to consiruet, repair, maintain and improve the
streets, alleys, parks, promenades, bulkheads, groins, seawalls, side-
walks, and all public highways and thoroughfares in said Town;
and. the cost of lmproving the said streets, alleys, parks, prome-
nades, seawalls, bulkheads, groins or other public highways and
thoroughfares of said Town may be paid entirely by the Town out
of eurrent funds, or from the proceceds derived from the sale of
bonds issued for that purpose and not assessed against especially
benefited property, provided such improvements and the paymcnt
of the cost thereof out of the current fund or funds derived from
the sale of bonds, shall be authorized by a majority of the electors
of said Town at an election to be called for said purpose by the
Board of Commissioners, and only these electors who are free-
holders as herein provided shall be qualified to vote at said election;;
and if it is proposed to pay for said improvements out of the sale
of bonds the same may be submitted to the electors together with
ihe bonding proposition.

Section 31. BONDS

POWER TO 183UE BOXNDS
LIMITATION
RATIFICATION
ADVERTISEMENT OF ISSUE
TYPE OF BONDS
EXECUTION OF BONDS

(2) Town of Madeira Beach shall have the power to issue and
sell bonds for munieipal improvements of every nuture and kind,
and to carry out any of the authorized powers or 'purposes of the
Town, not to exceed in amount ten (1095) per cent of the assessed
vialue of all property subjeet to taxation within the corporate
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limits of the Town; provided, however, that bonds for Street,
sewer, sidewalk and other public improvements, whieh are pai(i
from special assessments, to the amount for which the Town shap
hold liens for uncollected special assessments, shall not be subjeet
to such limitation of amount, nor.be considered when computing
the wmount of bonds that may be issued under lis seetion; and
provided further, that no bonds shall be issued or sold until the
same shall have been approved by a majority of the frecholders
wlho are qualified electors residing in the Town of Z\Iudﬁira'lieach,
Florida, properly registered for voting in such an election, shall
actually participate, such election to be held i sueh muanner ag
may be provided by the Town Commission, and no bonds shall be-
issned until such issue shall be advertised once a week for four
consecotive weeks prior to such eleetion, and no bonds shall be
sold until such sale has been advertised not less than two weeks.

“Such bonds shall be negotiuble coupon bonds, in such denomina.
tions as preseribed by resolution, and -shall bear interest not ex-
ceeding six (6%) per cent per annum, payable semi-annually, bhoth
principal and interest to be payvable in lega) tender of the United
States at such place or places ag the Town Commission may eleet;
and szid bonds shall not be sold for less than ninety-five (95%)
per cent of par, o

Sueh bonds shall be signed by the Mayor, attested by the Town
Clerk and sealed with the seal of the Town. The interest coupons
thereto attached shall be signed by the Town Clerk whose signa-
ture may be in faesimile. Any of such bonds, may, by resolution
of the Town Commission, be registered 4s to number under such
terms and conditions and at such place or places, within or without
the Town of Madeira Beach, as the Town Commission in such reso-
lution determine,

The foregoing paragraphs-of this section shall not refer to the
refunding bonds which are issued exelusively for the purpose of
refunding bonds or interest already existing aguinst said Town of
Madeira Beach.

REFUNDING BONDS

(b) Whenever, for the purpose of extending the time of pay-
ment of any bonded indebtedness, which from its limit ol taxation
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the Town may be unable to pay at maturity, or whenever it ap-
pears to the Town Commission to be for the best interest of the
Town  to refund any such bonded indebteducss the Tow:, Com-
mission, by ordinance introduced and passed at any regular meet-
ing, is hereby authorized and given fnll power to compromise, com-
pound, refund and seitle any bonded indebtedness lawlully made
and undertaken by the Town by authority of law, and for tlus pur-
pose and without submitting the same for ratification by the quali-
fied electors as hercéinbefore provided. Provided, however, that no
bonded indebtedness of said Town shull be so eompromised, re-
fiinded or extended unless such indebtedness shall be determined
to be an existing valid and bLinding obligation of said Town. The
resolution of the Town Commission authorizing the issue of said
negotiable conupon bonds shall state the amount of bonded indebt-
edness to. be compromised, refunded or extended, the aggregate
amount of bonds to be issued therefor, their number and denonn-
nation, the date of maturity and the rate of interest they shall
bear, and the place of payment of prineipal and interest.

TAX FOR PAYMENT OF BONDS

SINKING FUND

(¢) The Town Commission is further authorized and empowered
lo levy a sufficient tax upon all real property within the corporate
limits of the Town cach yvear to pay anpual interest and to pay
not less than two per cemtum annuvally on tie principal of said
general and refunding bonds, besides all expenses of agsessing and
¢ollecting the same, which said amount of  principal so raised by
“taxation, and the interest aceruing thereon, when colleeted shall
be and remairni a sinking fund to pay said bouds; and the same,
together with interest thereon shall be invested by the Town Com-
mission in negotiable interest bearing bonds of the United States
Government, or Class “AAA” Bonds histed on the New York Stock
Exchange, or shall be deposited in the depositories where said bonds
are payable, which said deposits in said institutions shall be se-
cured by negotiable interest beuring bonds of the United States
Government, Surcty Company Bonds, or Class “AAA” Bonds listed
on the New York Stock Exchange, for the full amonut of such
deposits, or shall be used to retire bonds of the same issuc for
which the said sinking fund is provided, and no other; and when
such levy shall have been made the same shall continue in force
until the whole amount of principal and interest shall have been
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fully paid; provided, nothing herein shall authorize the taking
up of bonds heretofore issued or evidence of indebiedness ereateq
and issuing new bounds in lieu thereof before the maturity of any
such bonds or evidence of indebtedness, unless such new bondq
shall bear a less rate of interest than the bonds or evidence of in.
debtedness taken up, or unless the malurity ol said bouds he
extended. : '

SEPARATE ITEMS IN PROPOSED ISSUE

(@} In case the total or aggregate proposed issue of honds is
composed of two or more items for distinet and sepavate purposes,
advertisement of said proposed issue shall state sepurately the
items and several purpeses for which the said bonds are to be
issued; and the ballots used at the eleclion 1o determine issue
of said bonds shall have printed thereupon the several separate
items and purposes in such a manner as to permit the voter thereof
to cast his vote for or against cuch or any of the iems therein
enumerated. Funds derived from the sale of bonds shall be used
~ for no other purpose than that for which the saume was voted,

BOND .FUNDS NOT TO BE DIVERTED

That any excess which may remain from the proceeds of the
sale of suid bonds after the accomplishment of the purpose for
which the same was issued as aforesaid, shall be added to and
become a part of the sinking fund or interest fund for the retire
ment of said bonds.

(e) Al obligations and all indebtedness by the sale of bouds
or otherwise heretofore legally incurred by the Town Government
of the Town of Mudeira Beach shall be assessed as a valid existing
indebtedness ugainst the Town created by this Charter; and all
laws heretofore passed by the Legislature of Florida, authorizing
the issue and sale of bonds, or for any purpose whatsoever, not
inconsistent with this Charter, shall be and remain in full foree
and cffect, and be applicable and binding upon the municipal gov-
‘ernment of the Town of Madeira Beach, in the same manner and
to the same effect that the same were applu,able 1o said Town of
Madeira Beach.

NO COMMISSION FOR SALE OF TOWN BONDS
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(f) No Commission or brokerage shall be paid, either direetly
or indirectly, for the sale of bonds or. other evidenee of indebted-
ness of the Town.

Section 32. PR VESENT bI\I&.I\'G U ND.

The provisions of Section 31 relating to Sinking Funds :hall bo
applicable to the sinking fund or funds now existing for the pay-
ment of mntst'{ndmg bond obligations of the Town of '\Iadend.
Beach.

Seetion 33, MISCELLANEOU S PROVISIONS
SUBDIVISION AND PLATS

The owner or owners of any real property lying within the cor-
porate limits of said Town, and the agent or agents of such owper
- or owners, desiring to. subdivide the same into lots and blocks and
lay out the same, one or more streets, alleys, or parks, shall be
reguired to submit io the Board of Commissioners of said Town
such proposed plat or plats for their approval.

If the proposed plat or. plats in their original or amended form
be approved by resolution of the Board of Commissioners, it shall
be the duty of the Mayor-Commissioner to endorse upon the same,
or a copy thercof, the approval of said Town, and it shall be the
duty of the Town Clerk to attuch thereto the seal of the Town at-
tested by the Town Clerk. No plats subdividing lands within the
corporale limits of said Town shall be entitled to record in the
office. of the County Clerle of Pinellas County, Florida, without
written approval so endorsed thereon. Provided thal in case there
is a lien or cncumbrance on the lands covered by said map or plat
the same shall not. be accepted unless accompanied by a release
from the person or persons holding the same as to the strects, alleys
and parkways designated on said plat.

Section 34. SUITS AGAINST THE TOWN

{a) No suit shall be filed aguainst the Town of Madeira Beach
unless and until & written nolice of the nature and character of
the claim which may be the basis of sueh snit shall first be served
upon the Mayor-Commissioner of the Town of Madeira Beach or one
of the other Commissioners, and this written notice must be served
thirty (80} days before the institution of any suit.
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(1) No suit shall be instituted or maintained against the Towp
of Madeira Beach, Florida, for damages arising out of any persanal
injury unless written notice of suel claim or Injury is within
sixty (60) days from the date of receiving the alleged injury, siven
to the Mayor-Commissioner of the Town of Madeiri Beach of the
speeilieations as to the time and place of suid alleged injary,

Scetion 35, QATH OF OFFICE

All officers of the Town of Madeira Beach, before entering upon
the dutics of their offices, shall take and subseribe to ar oath to
faithfully perform the duties of their offices and the Constitution
and Laws of the State of Florida and of the United States of
~America,’ |

Seetion 36. The Commissioners of the Town of Madeira Beach
shall have and excreise all powers conferred by General Taaw,
upon municipal officers, not ineconsistent with the terms of this
Charter. ‘ -

Section 37. The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Ma.
deria Beach shall not employ nor contraei with any member of
said Board of Commissioners or of the Clerk of the Town of Ma-
deira Beach nor with any son or daughier or husband or wife of
said son or daughter of any member of the Board of Commis-
sioners of the Town of Madeira Beach or of the Clerk thercof.

Secfion 38. The custody of the publie records of the Town f)f
Maderia Beach shall be in the keeping of the Town Clerk of said
Town, and be shall be responsible for their safety.

Seetion 39. That the title, rights and ownership of property, no-
collected taxes, dues, claims, judgments, decrees and choses in ac-
tion, held or owned by the Town of Madeira Beach shall pass to and
be vested in the municipal corporation organized under this Act,
to succeed the municipality abolished.

Section 40. The Board of Commissioners shall have exclusive
power io make all public improvements and expenditures am.h_or-
ized by Ordinances, but all work or services contracted for, calling
for the expenditure of Five Hundred ($300.00) Dollurs or inore,
shall be let to the lowest and best bidder, the Commissioners having
the right and power, however, to reject any or all bids, and to pe¥-
form the work advertised for, through the public works or other
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appropriate deparinient or departments of the Town, provided the
cost of said work or services thus performed shall not execeed the
price therefor named by the lowest and best bidder in this bid,
in the event that bids have been received. If no bids have been
. received, the Commissioners in ithat cvent are authorized to per-
Surm the neeessary work in makiug and cowpleting saiid public
improvements on. the best terms possible, and at the lowest cosws
through the public works department or other appropriate depart-
ment of the Town of Madeira Beach,

seetion 4100 All publie notices required to be published by the
provisions of 1his Charter or any ordinance adopted hereunder,
may be published in any daily or weekly newspaper puhlishui i
_the County of Pinellas aud having a géneral ('umlallon in the
Town of Madeira Beach.

Section 42. All ordinaunces of the Town of Madeira Beach in
force and cffect at the time this Aci becomes effective whieh ave
not inconsistent with the provigions of this Charter be and the
same are hereby ratified, validated and confirmed.

Section 43, All laws or parts of laws in conflict with the pro-
visions of this Act be and the same are hereby rvepealed.

Section 44. In the event any section, portion or provision-of this
Act shall be held to be unconstitutional or inoperative, it shall in
‘1o wise affect the remaining valid portions hereof,

Section 45. This Aect shall not beeone effeetive until und unless
the same be ratified by & majority of the gualified electors of the
Town of Madeira Beach voting in an election called and held for
the purpose of ratification or rejeciion hercof, in the manner pro-
vided by law for the calling and holding of special clectivns in said
Town, In the event of the ratifieation of this Aet, the same shall
become effective immediately upon the official determination of
suid ratification. The submission of other measures for approval
or rejection at the same special election in which this Act-is sub-
mitted for ratification or rejection, shall in no way be considered
to invalidate or render void the special election in whieli the rati-
fication or rejection of this Act is submitted.

Became a law without the Governor’s approval.
Filed in Office Secretary of State June 13, 1949.
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CHAPTER 25993—(No. 997)
HOUSE BILL NO. 1330

AN ACT prress]y Authorizing .and Ewpowering the Town of
Madeira Beach, Florida, by Resolution or Ordinance of the Town
Commission or Ol.her Gm erning Body, to Determine, Fix, Presceribe
and Iostablish frow Time to Time, the Fiseal Year of Suid Town.
Repealing All Laws or Paris of La\u i Confliet Herewith; and

- Requiring the Submission of This Aet to the Electorate of the
Town of Madeira Beach, Florida, for Tts Approval or Rejection,
and Subject to Said Approxal Prondmg for the Effeetive Date
of This Act.

Be It Enacted by the Legislalure of the Stute of Florida:

Section 1. That the Town of Madeira Beach, acting Ly and
through its Town Commission or other governing hod\ be, and it is
herebv expressly authorized und empowered by Okoiutunl or ordin.
ance, from time to time, to dctermmc, fix, presceribe and establish the
ﬁsca.l vear of said town, and in so doing it shail determine when said
fiscal year sha]l begin and end.

Section 2. That all laws or parts of laws in confliet herewith be
and the samie are hereby repealed. :
~ Seetion 3. This Act shall not beecome effective until and uuless
the same be ratified by a majority of the qualified electors of the
Town of Madeira Beach voting in an election called and held for the
purpose of ratification or rejection hercof in the munner provided
by law for the calling and holding of special elections in said 1own.
In the event of the ratification of this Aet the same shall become
effective immediately upon the official determination of said rotifi-
cation. The submission of other measures lor approv al or rejection
at the same special eleetion in which this Act is submitted for ruti-
fication or rejection shall in no way be considered to invalidate or
render void the special election in which thc ratifieation or rejection

of this Act is submitted. :

Section 4. Subject to the limitations and conditions as 1o the
effecliveness and effective date of this Act as contained in Section 8
hereof, this Act shall heeome a law immediately upon its passage and
approvtltnrtho Govexnor or upon its beeoming a law “uﬂunn such

. approval.
Beeame a law without the Governor’s approval.
Fijed in Office Secretary of State June 13, 1949,
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