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Section 2. ~\.II laws or part.s of laws in confliet hcrc•with <1n· 
hereby repealed. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect imml·<liat.ely upon it.s be
coming a law. 

Became a law without. the Governor's appron,1. 

Filed in Ol'fim• Secretary of t-\1.ut,~ ,TntH' l :l, l.!1-W. 

CHAPTER 25992--(:'\o. 9ll6) 

HOUSE BILL KO. 840 

A:-S ACT to Abolish the Prcse.ut Municipal Government of the Town 
of llladcira Beach, l<'lorirla, and to Create and Organize a :.\ln
nicipalit? to be Known and Designated as the Town of Madeira 
Beach, Florida, and to Define Its 1'crritorial Houndaries and to 
Provide for Its Government, Jnrisdict.ion, Powers, Privileges, 
Franehise and Immunities and Confirni ItH Tit.le to .All Town 
Property, Validating .All Qrdinan~es Heretofore Passed uud Pre
~cribing the General Powers t.o be ExcrcisPd bt Said 'l'own; to 
Provide for a Referendum Election to be Held to Dcterrnine 
\Vheth(•r This Act Shall Take Effect, and to Repeal All Laws and 
Parts of Laws in Conflict Herewith. 

Be It Ena-ctcd by the Lcgis/.uh,re of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. 'J'hc present Town of Madeira B~ach, Florida, as or
ganized 1mrlcr the provisions of Chapter 165, F'lorida Statutes, 
19H, be ,rnd the same is hereby 11bolished. 

The inhabitants of the Town of lVfodeira Beach, .1''Jorida, within 
the boun<la_rics hereinafter designated, (>r within snch boundaricH 
as may hereaft.cr be established, shall continue to be a body politic 
and corporate under the name "'l'O\VX OP :M:ADEIR.'\ BEACH, 
FLORIDA," and as such shall have perpetual succession, ma~• use 
a common seal, may contract and be contracted with, and may 
sue aud be sued and be implcaded in all courts of t.hi~ state and iu 
all lllatters whatsoever. · 

Section 2. The boundaries of the Town of 11aclcira Bead1 shall 
be as follows: 
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That area lying in Sections 9, 10 and 15, Township 31 South 

Range 15 East, Pinellas County, F'lorida, and more panicn\arl); 
described as follows: 

From the intersecbon of the centerline of Coun1y Hi::;liway 
Xo. 208 ancl the street centerline l,!'twcc11 Blo,•lrn l a1,.\ ~ ~f 
LOKE PAL:Vl BEACH as recorded in Plat Boc,k 19, Pa"'r 9,1 
Records of Pinellas County, Florida, said street now rbiiin·~ 
known as 155th Avenue, as a point of beginning, run in ; 
Southwesterly direction along said cent.erli11e of 15:ith .A\·enue 
to an intersection with the waters of the Gulf of ~foxico; theuce 
to a Southeasterly dinction alonl-( said waters of the Gulf of 
Mexico to an .intersection \\'it h an e.ll t.ensio11 of the South 
Boundary line of Lot 14, Block 25, :.\litchf.1]'$ Beach, ns re
corded in Plat Book 3, Page 5-1, Records of Pinellas County, 
Florida; thence in a Nonhcastcrl~· dirMt.ion along snid tionth 
line of Lot 14 to an intersect.ion with the We,t right-of-way 
line of State Highway No. 233· to the most \Yesterl~· l!0rner of 
Lot 1 of. Gl:LF SHORES HARBOR, a subdiYision recorded in 
Plat Book 2:l, Page. 51, Records of Piuellas County, Florida; 
thence in a Kortheastel'ly direction along the North line or 
said Lot 1 and the Extension thereof to n.n intersection with 
the channel in Bom1 Ciegn Bay between the SEC())J]) .\IJDI
'l'ION 'l'O GULF SHORES, a~ recorded in Plat Book 21, Page 
32, Records of Pim•llns Couuty, 1''loridu, und t.hc aforesaid· 
GULl<~ SHORES 1L,'1.RBOR; tlnii,ce in :in Easterly dircc1ion 
along said channel and the continuation ther<•11f bet.ween the 
aforesaid l\1itchell's Beach and the ISL,\~D ES'l'A TES Sl'R
DIVISIOK to the main government channel in Boca C:ie~a 
Bay; thence in a Northwesterly direction follo1..-ing said gcn·
crnment channel to an intersection with afon$aid ccn t.crline 
of 155th Avenue extended ~ortl1eastward, thence in a South
westward direction along said centerline of 155th Avenue and 
said centerline extension to the point of be,:rinning. 

Section 3. SliCCESSION OF RIGHTS AXD LTABILIT!ES. 

'l'he ;!'own of ::\ladcira Beach sl1all succeed to, own, posst•ss and 
bold all property, real, personal or mixed, heretofore o,,ned, pos
sessed or held by the. said Town; ancl sh<1ll huw. c:,,:,,rei~,, vc1d 
enjoy all the rights, immunities, powers, bcnelib, privilt>g-rs uncl 
franchises now possessed, ownctl or l1cld by it, or that can be con-
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fe1·red by law upon municipal corporations und,.•r the laws of the 
State of Florida; and the rights, immunities, powers and Jlrivilcgcs 
Jicreby conferred arc, and shall he, held to be conferred with like 
legal effect as though conferred ,\'ith like leg-al effect as though 
each right, immunity, power and privilege and the mode of exer
cise thereof was specifically enumerat.erl, set forth and drfined in 
this Charter; nnd sai(i Town ~hall be snhject to all the duties ancl 
obligations now pertaining t.o, or incumbent 1111011, said 'l'cnn1 us 
a corporation. 

Section 4. GE~ERi1L PO'WERS. 

\\7ithout denial or disparagement of other powers now hdd or 
that may hereafter be held or that 1uay hereafter be giYen to the 
Town under the Constitution or Laws of the State of Florida, the 
'l'own of ~fadeira Beach shall have powe1·: 

(a) ~\11 the powers given to such eorporations and t.he officers 
thereof nud(n· the Gcn,•1·al Laws of this State in ;,xi~tarn!,~ or that 
may hereafter be passed, not incousist.ent with the provisions of 
t.his Charter. 

Also the power to purchase, lease, receive and hold properly, 
1·cal and personal and mixed, within the said Town, ancl muy sell, 
lease or otherwise dispose of the same for the benefit of the Town 
and may purchase, lease, receive ancl hold property, real and per
sonal, beyond the limits of the Town to be used for the burial of 
the dNld, for the erection of water works, for the establishment of 
poorhouses, pest. houses and houses of detention and correction, 
for public parks and promenades, recreation parks and pavilions, 
municipal hospitals, golf courses, air ports and building incident 
thereto. 

The 'I'own shall also have the power and authority to acquire, 
own, hold, build, construct and operate such garbage disposal 
t•quipment or garbage disposal plants as may to the governing au
thorities seem advisable and best and suitable to the best interests 
and protection of the 'l'own. 

The Town shall also have the power and authority to establish 
and impose by Ordinance a eha.rge or fee for the service of gar
bage collection rend(ired by the 'fown of Madeira Beach. 

li} adcl.itio1i to the acquisition and ownership of real estate and 
personal property above provided for, the 'l'own is authorfaed to 
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own and operate said property, for such other public purpose- , 
the Board of Commissioners and l\Iayor-Commissioncr may· a:e: 
ne~essary and pr0J>er, and may sell, lease, or otherwise dis.pose of 
said property for the benefit _of the TO\\'n to the sa1ne extent that 
naturnl persons nlay do, provided that before said Town ~hall lease 
any real property owned b,y the 'l'own for a tr.rm exccieding t~n 
yeu1·s, such proposed lease for a term of more than t.cu ycat·~·shall 
be submitted to a vote of those persons who are freeholders of 
property situated within the Town limits and are othcrwisrs quali
fied to vote at tow1~ electious, at an clcctiou to be called by the 
Board of Commissiont:rs of sai<l Town, and a majority uf the votes 
east shall be ii1 favor tht:rcof, except as hereinafter pro,·id,)d for. 

~-\.lso the power to fix a valuation upon the propet•ty within its 
limits both real and personal, for the purpose of taxation, inde. 
pendeut of such valuation as may be fi:ted by the St.ate. 

To ma.kc a special assessment upon property bc1iefitP<l for the 
purpose of building sidewalks, ,,cawalls, whnrYcs anci pi,,rs, and 
constructing ,;ewers, and grading, paving and cur bin~ streets, side
·walks, and promenades, and to subject itself to a bond indebted
ness for the purpose of building sidewalks, seawalJs, wharves and 
piers, and constructing sewers, and grading, paving and curbing 
stre~ts, for watci· works, securing protect.ion from fire, or for such 
other public municipal improvements as the Mayor-Commissioner 
and Board of Commissioners shall decide upon, pro;-ided that be
fore any bonded indebtedness shall be incurred, the Board of 
Commissio11ers shalJ submit the same to a vote of those persons who 
are freeholders of property situated within the limits of the Town 
and are otherwise qualified to · vote at 'l'own elections, and a ma
jority of th11 votes cast shall be in favor thereof, and provided 
further that said bond indebtedness shall never exceed fifteen per 
cent of the assessed value of the real and personal property within 
the corporate limits. 

'l'hat said Town shall have and use a common sral and change 
it at pleasure, .and said munieipnlily shall also have the power, by 
ordinance, to ·require the owner or agent of vacant lofs or other 
property in the 'l'own of Madeira Beach to clean the same of weeds 
and remove therefrom any stagnant pools of water and other 
matter injurious to the public health, and to prescribe the penalty 
for the violation thereof and in case such owners or their agent 

' 
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fail to comply with the rcquirmncnts of said ordinance, to have 
work done and to assess the cost thereof and constitute th<! same 
a lien a!!ainst such property, and enforce the collec:tion thereof in 
the_ same manner as taxes are _collected that may be due upon such 
property. 

(l.J) By ordi11ance or otherwise, to define, prevent or abate 
nuisances; to restrain and punish gaml.Jling or oth<'r disorderly 
conduct; to prevent running at larg!j of cattle, hor,;cs, dogs, cats, 
fowl, sheep, hogs and goats in the streets of the 'fown or within 
the town Jim its; to pro Yi de for the purchasing or establishing of 
water works, elec:tric or other lightiJJg plants, and all the other 
plants nccess.iry for the 'J'own and to provide for the regulation 
thereof; to regulate the st;eed at which bicycles, automobiles or 
of.her vchic.les may be ridden, driveu or propelled through the 
streets of the Town; to regulate the ~peed at which st.re et or other 
railwa,· cars, locomotives or motors shall run in tl1e To"·n limits; 
to lit,<•nse prh·ileges, lmsi11esscs, occupations, and prof,~,;sions <•ar
ried on and engaged in within the Town limits and the amounts 
of sudt taxes shall uot be dependent upon the general state reve
nue law; to establish quarantine and health regulations for the 
Town of Madeira Bcueh not inconsist.tmt with the• ru!Ps and regula
tions of tl1e State Board of Health; to organize and provide a :fire 
department and to regulate the same so as to protect the 'l'own 
from fire; to establish fire limits and to prescribe the character and 
mode of r.onstruction of buildings to be erected or repaired th<ircin 
and the materials to he used in the construction und repair thercc,f; 
t.o provide for and authorize Town planning and zoning and to 
regulate and control the ag-eucics therefor; to establish hospitals, 
.and, in conjunction with the l3oard of County Commissioners, to 
rstablish rnks and regulations respecting the poor, indigent, infirm 
and insane, and· to provide for their support aud lo fix. the con
ditions upon which said persous coming into said 'l'own shall be 
allowed to remain, and in conjunction with the Board of Conuty 
Comruissjoners, to build bridges leading from the Town of l\Iacleira 
Bcacl, across any body of water to the other shore thereof, within 
the County of Pinellas, and in conjunction wit.h the Hoa.rd of 
County Commissioners, to make payment for said bridges and 
Inaintcnance thereof, the cost of construction ancl maiutl'nance to 
be such as may be agreed upon between said Board c,f Commis
si\lners and Board of Count.y Comlllissioners; to provide for the 
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punishment of persons who may at any time <lil-iuru the p,,ucc of 
the Town or violate any of its ordinances or an)· of the rules and 
regulations _of the s_aid Board of. Commissioners_; to fix and regu
late, from tune to hme, the salaries of the appomtcd or hired em
ploye<is of the Town, except, as herein provided ; to p1:ovide. erect 
11011.st.ruct and maiutain a Town sewerage syst<-m and to c,impcl 
property owner~ or occup1111t.s t.o c•onucct. with 'l'owu ,;'"''''", nud 
to do and regulate any other matter or thin!! that may tend lo pro
mote the peace, health, prosperity, morals and general welfare of 
the Town and shall have the right and power of eminent domain 
for the purpose of condemning private property for the purpose of: 
opening any street,. alley, sidewalk or promenade, in said Town, 
or· for constructing any sewer, or for parks, municipal docks for 
any public purpose. 

Section 5. FORM OF GOV.gR:l\~1E::--:T. 

(a) The government and eorporate authority of said Town shall 
be vested ia a Board of Conunissioners which shall <'onsist of five 
(5) mc111bers, oue of whoni shall Le l\layor-C<>lumissionc,r ,w,1 said 
Town Commission shall constitute the governing bo(ly and shall 
be vested with all legislative and administrative powers and au. 
thority of t,he Town and shall have and e:xereise all powers con
ferred upon the Town except as herein other,dsc pro,·ided. 

(b) 'l'he Town Commi~sion shall have power and authority to 
remove any member of the 'l'own Commi~siou for incompetency, 
corruption, misconduct, malfeasance in office or for other good 
iu1d sufficient causes after <lue notice to ~aid member U!l(l au op
portunity to be heard in his defense. 

(c) 'fhe Town Commission may determine its Oll'n rnJ.,s of 
procedure, may punish its own member~ for misconduct., and mu~· 
compel attendance of members. The major.ity of all members of tl1e 
Town Commission shall constitute a quorum to do busines~. A smaller 
number may adjourn from time to time. The Town Commission shall 
hold regular meeting at such time and place as may be prescribed by 
ordinance or resolution. Speci;1l meetings mar be called by the l\layor• 
Con1missioners, when in the opinion of the l1lajority of tlu: co!ll
mission such special meeting is 11ecessary. All mectiug-s of tlie Town 
Commissiun shall be open to the JJnblie. 
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SECTJOK 6. ELECTIVE OFPICERS. 

(a) A ;_\ofayor-Commis.sioner and four Commissioners shall con
st.itnte the Board of Commissioners of the 'l'own of Madcria Beach 
and shall be elected by the q1.1alified tilcetorate of such 'l'own in I.he 
manner hereinafter pl'ovicled; proYided, however, the ::lfayor and all 
'!'own Connciltuen holding office at the t.imc this Ad b~(iomes dfcc
r.ive shall continue to hold office until their present respeetiYe term,; 
expire, unless such office be vacated by death, resignation or remo,:al 
under. paragraph ''b" Section 5 of this .\ct. Tu the <!,·c•ut o[ a 
vacancy, such vacancy will be filled by appointment umil tlie next 
Elect.ion Day. All other officers ·of the 'l'own shall be appoint.(•d by 
the Town Commission. 'l'he present I\Iayor shall be termed '' }layo1·-
Commissioner·" and shall be a memb(•r of the Board of C\,mmissione1·s 
with powe1· to vote. 

QUALIFIOA'l'i:O:'.'l .A.ND 'l'EXUHE OF OFFICE CH<' ELEC'l'JVE 
OFFICERS. 

( b) All elective officers of the Town shall be qualified electors 
and freeholders of said Town as provided for hl•rei11aftcr in this 
Chn1·ter -and in addition thereto shall" be a residt\nt of the Town of 
)Iadeira Beach. The term of office of all elective officers shall be for 
a term of two years from the date of their election to s11d1 office. 

VAC,\NCY 

( c) If a vacancy shall occur in the office of 'l'own Commissioner 
or !lfayor-Commissioncr and the uuexpired term of such vacancy 
shall be for a period of less than 8ix months, said Yacancy shall be 
filled by the majority of the remaining rnembers of said 'l',,wu Com
mission, but iu the event that the unexpired term of the Yac,tted 
office is for more than sb;: months, the Commission ;;hall cu.ll au 
election within thirty (30) days from the date such v,waney occurs, 
to fill the office of the unexpired terrn. 

· SECTION 7. SA.LARil~S OF CO!.\L'l'IISSlONERS 

'fhc )fayor-Commissioncr of the Town of :.\Iadcira Beach, l<'lorida, 
may be paid a salary for his serviecs, which s11lary shall not exct·cd 
the sum of $1.00 per year, payable in equal ll!Ollthly i11stallmcnis. 
The other commissioners of $!lid Tovrn may be paid a salary for t.hcil' 

1321 



CHAPTER 25992 LA \VS OF FLORIDA 
----··•·------

services as such conunissionen1, which s,1lary shall not, eiu•.ecd the suui 
of $1.00 each per year, payable· in equal ,monthly intallments. 

SEC'f!0:-..' 8. ELECTIONS 

(a). a\11 elcdiuu shall be held in tlit 'l'owu ot Mad,•ira B(,aeh nn 
the .First 'l'ue!!day in ~lay of ,iach )'(•,u- for the dc(•.t.iou ot C<J1n
rniHsiouers whose terms ha\·e ei,;pired or the :.\Iuyor-Commis,imier 
whose term has expir~d <1s the case mal be. 'l'he Commisi;ioners, in
eludiug the ;\layor-Co111u1issioucr, cb!1()d at such ck•ct i,111 n, here
tofore provided. shall each SHYtl for a term of two years uul,,ss hi, 
office be vacat.ed by death, resignation or 1·emoval ·under paragmph 
"h '', S<,ction 5, of this Act. All candidates offering: tht•mselves lo 
the electors for election under the provisions of this Chart(•r to the 
office of .:IIayor-CommiHsioner shall so announce und the ballot shall 
be ~o arranged that sc1>arate and distinct Yates shall he east for .:lfayor
Commissioncr in all elections of tlie 'l'own of :\Iad~ira Beach wliere 
a l\iaror-Comm1ssioncr is to be ckctcd. 

(b) The Board of Commissioners of the Town of .:lladeira Beach 
shall by ordinaucc, prescribe the m,rnncr of holding both g1•1wral .tnd 
special elections uot incon,;ist.cnt with the provisions here,>[; and shall 
provide rogisn·ation books for' the qualifiBd dectors o[ said '!'own, 
and said Board of Commissioners shall also hy ordiuancc prod,lc such 
polling place or places as they may deem c:qwdic•nt.. The Conuuis
sion~rs shall he a canvassing board for all clcctio11s held umh•r tl1is 
Charter aad as such Board shall m,ict on th(: ,v educsday following 
every General Election, and on the day following any and ~very other 
election held under this Charter for the purpose of ,·imYn~siug 1rnd 
declaring the results ot: said elections and they on said da~•s of 
Jlleeting sliall declare the results of s11id elections. 

()iialificatio,is of electors 

.(c) All persons over the age of twenty-one years who ha,·c 
registered i11 the municipal election Register, as shall have been 
prescribed by ordi1111ncc, shall be qualified electors of the 'l'own of 
Madeira Beach, in any elect.ion to be held for the selection of offic,•rs 
of i,aid Town, or in otherwise adlllinist.ering the affairs of said '!'own. 
Any person not qui11ificd, according to the proYisions as ,;tet .ont. in 
t.his section shall nut be q11alified 01· entitled to Yote in any elect.ion 
wh1~rc officHs of t.lrn Town of :\Iadl'ira Bl'ach :.11·c tll be~ d,•et.,•d, ,n· 
any other matter or thing rel11t.ive to th,i cundud. or a,lrninist.ml ion 
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of the affairs of the Town of 11:Iadeira BeM.h, are to be seitled or 
determined, including the issuance of Bonds. 

' 

( d) · The provisions of the general Jaws of the State· of · Florida 
pertaining to state aud municipal elections relating to the qualifi
cation of electors, r(,g·istrations, transfer of elect.om from on,, district 

. to another, manner of voting-, dutic,; of election officers; canYa:;sing 
of returns, and all other particulars in respect to the management r,f 
elections, except as otherwise provided in this Charter and the 
ordinances adopted l1ercuuclcr pertaining to elections, shall su far 
as the sarne may be appiicabltJ, govern all Town elections. 

SECTJO~ 9. Dl:TIJ<~S 01'' TO\,.,-:\' OPFICERS. 

(a) Mayor-Commissioner: The duties of the }fayor-Commissioner 
shall be to see that all ordinances of the Town are faith fully enforced. 
He shall be chairman of the Board of Commissioners and shall preside 
at all meetings and shall haYe the right to vote at said meetings. Ile 
shall have general supcryision over all town oJficers except, the Board 
of Commissioners, and may examine into tl1c condition of their offices 
and the books, records and papers therein and the manner of con
ducting their official business. He shall report. to the Bo11rd of Com
missioners -all violations or neglect of dt1ty, or a11y misfeasance, 
malfeasance or non-feasancc in office, or other improper conduct on 
the part of any town official tliat may come to his knowledg-c. 

(b.) Vicc-)1ayor: A Yice-)layor shall be appoinkd by the Colli
missioners at their first regular meeting of the Commissioners after 
this Charter shall become effective and his duties shall be to preside 
over the meetings of the Commissioners in the aLsencc of the }fayor
Commission,ff, and in general, during the absence or iuahilit>- of the 
)fayor-Commissioncr, to act, or during a Yacancy in the office of tho 
1layor-Commissioner, he shall do and perform those iwts and things 
provided in this Charter to be clone by the Mayor-Commissioner. 

( c) Town Clerk: '!'he 'l'own Clerk shall lie appointed by the 
Board of Commissioners of the Town of Madeira Beach a11d he shall 
hold office at the pleasure of said Board. Re shall att as Clerk of 
the Board of. Commissioners and shall also aet, as Clerk of the 
>1Iunfoipal Court. He shall g·ive such bond as the Board of Com
missioners shall fix, and shall perform all the duties imposed upon 
the Ckrk by the Board of Commissioners not incousistent wi1 h the 
proYision8 of this Charter, and shall receive such sula1·y um! fcc>s 
therefor as may be provided by ordinance of the Town. 
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{ J) .Police Dcpal'tlllent : A Chief of Poliec and such policemen a. 
the· Town Commissiou deems uecessary shall be appoint(•d by th 

1 

Board of Commissioners of the Town of Madeira Beach, aod the; 
shall hold office at the pleasure of the Board. It shall be the dut v 0·r 
the Chief of Police with advice and instructions of' the Board of 
Gommissioncrs to prc~erve ord<•1·, to pre,·cnt violation of the terms 
and provisious of the Tow11 0 nli11a11c,is of the To,n1 of :llaudrn 
Be11eh, to enforce sud1 ordinances, and t.o pedorm such other duties 
~s ruay be prescribed by orders of the Board of Commis,;ionH~, not 
i1wo11.~isteut with this Charter. The Chh•f of Poliee or an.,· poliecman 
of the Town of i\fadeira Beach may anest without warrant, any person 
\'lolating any of the on1i11an1:cs of said Town. con11nitted i11 th,i 
Jiresencc of such officer, und, ll'hcu knowledge of the violation of 
any ordinance shall come to said Chief of Polic.e, or said pol icemen, 
not committed in his or their presence, he shall at onc:c mak,i affidm•it 
before the ;,\1unicipal Judge or clerk against the person charg,,d with 
such violation, whcre11po11 the said :lfuniuipal ,fudg·e or the 'l'own 
Clerk shall issue a wa1-rant for the arrest. of such person or pcr~ons. 

(c) :IIunicipnl Judge: There shall be appointed by the Town 
Oommbsion a l\1unicip11l Judge who sha.ll hold offit•~ at the p[,,abu1·e 
of the 'l'o\\'.ll Conunission and shall rceein, such cowpensution as lllfi)' 

be determined by the Board of Commissioners. The :llay(>r-Commis
.~ioner or any Commissioner may be appointed as ~uch :IJ:u11icipal 
Judge. 

(f) 'l'he l\Iunicipal Judge shall have power 10 try ull cases in
volving Yiolations of the Town Charter and ordinances, and for such 
violations to impose 1mch penalties or fi11es as may be prc5crib,·d by 
ordinance, ·and shall have power to try cases upon affida,·it filed b~· 
the complaining witn~ss. The i\'lunicipal J\1dgc shall huve the 1·i!(ht to 
administer oaths, and shall ha vc the power t.o issu,• warrant~ fo1· 
r,rrest upon proper information or affidavits, and 10 iss1H• sum11lllll$ 
to compel the attendance of witnesses, and in 1.he t•vcnt. 11u~- witness 
so summoned shall fail to appear and al.tend the Court, said ,fodge 
may compel his attendance by attachment for contempt. ..:\11 summons 
to witnesseG shall be attested by th<' Clerk of the llinnicipal Coi1rt, 
and may be served by any police officf1-. 

(g) 'l'he ;\funicipal Judge shall have the exclusiYc power to impose 
flues for the breach of any '!'own Ordinance, and ~hall hHw the ex
ciusivc power to grunt pardons, releases, suspensions of judg1nents or 
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s(mtences, and to estreat and reinstate bonds, aud to r,·mit fines of 
persons convicted, and shall have the right to grant parnlc to per~ons 
confined in the Town jail 01· stockade. 

Contempt of cou.rt 

(h) 'l'he ,Judge o.r the ::',fuuicipul Conl't ~hall Im,·~. !he pow1·1· to 
punish any person for any contempt. committed in the presence of the 
Court, but in no case shall such punishment exceed the imposition of 
a fine of fifty ($50.00) dollars or imprisonment in the Town jail or 
stockade for a period not exceeding fifteen ( 15) clays, or both such 
fine and imprisonment. 

Rules of co11,rt 

(i) The Municipal Judge is hereby authorized and em1,owcr,~d to 
promulgate rules and regulations for the governn1ent of such, ~Junic
ipai Court, to fix the time at which said Court shall con,·erie, nnd to 
prescribe the sessions at which all persons within 1he ,iuriRdi<·tion of 
said .Com·t shall have their cases set for tria I. , 

Costs of cou.rt 

(j) 'l'he cost.s of all pro;;ecutious in said Court shall be nuidc up 
by the Municipal ,Tudgc and set forth as a rule or regulation of ,;;aid 
:\funicipal Court, and approved by Town Commissioners. 

D·isposi/.1'.on of fines, etc. 

(k) All monies collected by the Clerk of the Municipal Court shall 
be deposited with the proper finance officer designated by the Town 
Council. 

Papers rccordBd 

(]) l\'o papers or instruments once filed in the :;,\Iunieipal Court. 
shall be taken therefrom by any attorney or other person, except by 
permission of the }funicipal .Judge, and upon giving a receipt to 
assure the return of such papers and instruments. 

Tl'ial without j1i1·y 

(m) Trials in }.fuuicipal Cou1·t shall be without jury. 

A.ppeals 

(n) Appeals shall be to the Circuit Court in and for Pin<'llas 
County, State of I<'lorida, from all final judgments ancl senr.ences of 
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the_ ll1 unicipal Coul"t. S~ch appeals shall be takeu o!J!y up01, appli. 
cation of the party convicted, and under the restr1ct1ons imposed b ·_ 
the g·eneral law of the State of Florida in such cases made a ~ · 
provided. 

11 

( o) s\Jt,,rna lc ,J ndge : 'l'hc Bo11 nl •:f Cmn nli~sio1><•1·s .<ha! I also 
lmve 1he pow,'r to appou1t an alteruatc Judge who shall pc1·form th 
duties of the municipal judge in !:asc of l1is absence from the 'I'ow: 
or inabilitr to act in case of illness or disqualification, aud he shall 
recei\'c such cornpcmati<ln as nHly be fixed hy the Board of 
Commissioners. 

SECTIO.'.\ HI. APPOl:\""TMEKT 01:' 0FI<'lCER8 l>i GE~ERAL 

(a) The Town Commission shall appoint a Pire Chief a11d assis
tants, subject to the approYal of the Volunteer Fire Department, 80 
long as the F'ire Department is manned by volunteers. 

(b) Th<! '!'own Commission shall appoint n 'l'own Ckrk, Ta:1: 
Collector·, Tax ,\ssm;sor, City Attorney, Building Inspector, E!cctrieal · 
fllspr.•ctor, Sanitary Officer, and Board of Equalization and Adjust
ment., n.nd all such officers and cmployel's llecessar~· in its opinion 
to carry out-the functions and dnt.it>11 of the '!'own of Illa.dcirn Beach 
imposed unckr this Charter and the Ordinances of the Town and 
also appoint such board and commissions as may be deemed ucces~ary 
and fix the duties and compensation to be paid to such officers and 
employees, proYidcd, howeYer, that the cornp(•nsation paid any such · 
offil~er or ,•mployee will not exceed nny limitations spccifkally set 
forth in this Charter. Nothing· herein cont,1incd shall prewnt one 
employee or officer holding: more than one office. 

SECTION 11. OilDlKA:;.;CES 

(a) 'l'hc Roard of Commissioners of the To\\·n of l\Iadeira Beach 
shall have the power to make ordinances a.nd establish for the govern
ment of said Town, such ordinances in writing uot in0onsiste11t with 
the Charter, Constitution and Laws of the State of l·'lorida, or the 
United States, as they may deem necessary. Said onlino.ne,is to be 
passed and become effective as hereinafter provided for. 

(b) Xo ordinance shall be passed until it has been read in open 
council mcl'ting three times. At least one (1) week shall elapse bctwc@ 
!-he first and second readings. Notice of the proposed ortlinm:ce shall 
be given by publishing the title of the ordinance by posting at the 

1326 



LAVvS OF FLORIDA CHA~TER 25992 

,loor of the Town Hall and at one other public place in the Town or 
by publishing the title in a newspaper of general circulation published 
in Pinellas County, l<,lorida, in one issue thereof, after its first and 
at lea!it three ( 3) days prior to the seeond reading of the proposed 
ordinance; At least 011c week shall elapse b('twccn the secmi'd and 
thirJ readings unless two-thirds of the Conunissioners prcsc11t al. the 
second rcadiHg shall demn it expedient t.o dispense with this ser.ond 
reading. Emcrg·cncy ordinances may, by a ,·ate of two-thirds of tlw 
members prr8cnt at a mc~ting, be passed by dispcnsiBg with the .fol'l\

going. rule, and s1ich emergency onlilla11cc may be read three t.i111cs 
and put on its final passag·e at oue mcPting. After an ordinauce has 
been pass1!d on third reading, it shall be suhmittc,l to 1 h,) :!\Iuyor
Commissioner,. if )1c is capable of serYice and, if nM., to the \'ice• 
:i.\Iay.or, for bis appr<n·al. If he shall a.ppl'o'i'e, he shall sign the same 
a.nd return it to tht• Board of Commissioners at or bdorc it.s next. 
regular mci,tiug. If the '.liayor.Commissioner shall ,Jisappi·m·t>, he 
shall return tlui ordinance with his object.ions in writing to 1he 
Board of Commissioners at or before its 11,ixt rcgula.r meeting, at 
which mel'ting the Board of Commissioners shall cuwr into t.hc con
sidcra.1ion of the proposed ordinanee and the objections tlwret.o, if. 
any, made 'by the :.\fay.or-Commissioner or Vi<!e-11.ayor and if at said 
meeting the.ordinance shall be approYed by a ma,iority of the Com
missioners, the ordinance shall become a law, the :llayor-Commis• 
sioncr's 01· the Vice-lllaycir's veto, us the c,1.~c may be, to 1hc ,·ontrar~· 
notwithstanding. Any ordinance whieh slu1ll uot be ni1 urn<)d lo t.lie 
Board of Commissioners with the written veto of t.l1c )fayor-Commis
sioncr or t.lw Vice-Mayor at or befor~ the next regular meeting of 
the Board of Commissioners, shall become a law as effectively a~ 
though approved by the .i\layor-Commissioucr or the Vice-:\Iayor. 

(c) An ordinance when appro,·rd, or when it sbatl lian: bt>curn~ 
a law by not being vctor:d as hcreinabovr: prei,cribcd, shall become 
effectiYe twenty (20) days from the da.te of its approval or l,ccoming 
a law without such approval. Emergency ordinances passed as 
provided in Paragraph A of this section shall beconl() effective 
immediatelr. 

(cl) 'l'he ordaining clause of cYery ordinance shall be us follows: 
Be it ordained by the Board of Commissioners of the Town of 

tfadeira Beach, l<~lorida. 
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(c) All ordinances heretofore passed by the •rown Commissioners 
of the '!'own of Madeira Beach, not inconsistent with I.his Charter 
and the general laws of the State of Florida, shall be and rcm,1 in iu 
full force. 

(f) The l3otfrd of Commissicmcr~ shall ha\'C tlH' j)O\\'C'l' to pas:; 
any and all ordinances not inco11sist.r11t wir.h the prn\'isions of this 
Act. 

SECTIOX 12. l\ULLAGE 

The Town of Ilfadeira Beach shall haYe the right to raise by tax,,, 
such amounts as may be uecessary for carrying on the goYCl'llnH~nt of 
said Town not to exceed ten mills on the dollar, on the fair ca~h valu« 
of all the property in said Town (real property), and out o{ the 
funds so raised the Commissioners shall have the right llll(l authorit ,. 
to expend an amount not in exeess of two mills on the dollar of ail 
the taxable property in said Town for the. pm·po~e of µ·iviug publieir~
to the advantages, facilities and r<!sourccs of said 'l'own. ln additiou 
to the right to kvy a rax of ten mills on the dollar us h,,rein pt·oyi,!t,d, 
said Town shall have the right to le\·y such additional taxes as may 
be necessary to pay the interest on the outstanding bonds of said 
Town, and such additional bonds as said Tow11 may from time t.o 
time issue in itccorda.nce with law, and also to provide a sinking fund 
for t.hc redemption of said bonds when the same mature. It shall he 
the duty of the Board of Commissioners at their n,i:xt meeting after 
being notified of the amount of the sum total of the ta::rnblt' property 
in the Town of :.\'.Iadeira Beach, to ascertain tl1c amount, of money 
needed for each department, which said cstimi1tc shall be submitted 
to the Mayor-Commissioner of the Town, and he shall have the right 
to increase or diminish the appropriation for any department. The 
l\1ayor-Commissioner shall then return said estimate to the Boarrl of 
Commissioners and the Board of Commissioners shall not ha\·e the 
right to change any item in said estimate of the i\1ayor-Commissioncr 
except by a two-thirds vote of the entire Board. 'rhe Board shall thcu 
make a levy in accordance with such estimates, and no part of the 
money raised by taxation shall be diverted from the object for which 
it was raised. 

SECTION 13. ASSESSMENT ROLL 

It shall be the duty of the Assessor of 'l'uxe~, imrnediat.dy after 
t.he as~essment of the. property o[ the '.rown has been corrected uiul 
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the innount to be raist'd for the va1·ious pllrposcs lwrci'11bcfo1·c UH'll·· 
t.ioned has been determined, t.o calculate and carry' out. the se,·era l 
amounts of said taxes in separate columns proYidcd for that purpose 
in the assessment. roll, setting down opposite t.he several S\1111S set 
down as th~ Yalrni.tion of real property, the respective snms assessed 
for wx,,s ther,•1)11 in dollars and cents, n,icctin[.\" nil fradio11al. part.s 
of a cent. He shall also udd up all columns of the as,t'ssm,•nt und tax<'s 
.tontaincd in the assessment roll and make thereon such rccapitulatory 
tables as may i,c rcqnired by the Board of' Commissioners a11d he shall 
then attach to said assessment roll, the following affidavit, to-wit.: 

STATE 01'' FLORIDA 

COU)JTY 01<' Pl;\"ELLAS 

To,v!\' OJ<' )lADEIHA BEACH 

Personally appeared before me ............................................................................................. , 
Assessor of 'l'axcs for the Town of l\Iadeira. Beach, who being duly 
sworn, says the foregoing assessment roll contains a true st.ate und 
description of all real property in the Town of )fadcirn Beach, subject 
to taxation or liable to he assessed therein, and that. the ,·alnution 
so far as were made by him were just. and eorrect. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this .................. day of .................................... , 
A. D. 19 ............ : ..... , and shall have the same completed by the first of 
,Tune, of each and every year, at which time tho Board of Com
missioners shall examine the assCS$mcnt roll,. and, if found to Lw 
t'orrect, shall so certify thereon, which certificate shall be signed by 
the )'.layor-Commissioner and said Board of Cornmissioncrs, and the 
Board of Commissioners then shall direct the Collector of Taxes 1 r, 
proceed, on the first day of June in each year, to collect, said I.axe~, 
or as soon thereafter as said assessment roll shall be completed. 

SECTION 14. '1'.A.X COLLECTIO::--r . 

The Board of Commissioners shall direct the Collector t.o collect 
said taxes by attaching to the as~cssment roll, the following· wa.rl'ant, 
to wit: 

"To .................................................................. , Collector of tbe Town c,f ~[udcira 
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Beach, You are hereby commanded to collect from each of the per. . 
and corporations ·na~cd in. the .appended roll, and of the ownei-:

0
:: 

the r~al est~te described the1·em, the taxes set. down in said roll 
opJ!os1te the1~ Il!Lmes and to the sev(iral 1nu:cels of land therein de
s.:nbed, and in case any person or corporation upon which anv , , . 

. i l · 11 . I .. "'" is m1pose, s m rdnse or n,·~ ~c,. to pity the sumc•, yon a1·1: to eoll,·ct 
the same by law and sale of the goods and chattels so assesse,.l mid 
all sum so _collected you are to deposit in the town d~pository at' such 
time as may be required by t.hc ordina11ces of said Town. AnJ you 
arc further required to. make all collections on or b,·forc th~ 1st <la,· 
of D11ce.mber, next. • 

Given under our hand and seal of 01e 'l'owu, this .................................. day 

of, .................................................................. : ................ , h. D. 19 ............... . 

<Hn•••••••••• .. •••••••• .... ••UO•••••• .... ••••• .... ••• .. ••••• .... •••••••••••••••••"'"'""""•<•••••O"""'"''••••o,u,.,, 

Chairman of the Board of Commissioners 

Attest: ......................................................................................... : ( Town Seal) 
'l'own Clerk. 

SECTION 15. 'l'AXES DUE 

All tuxes shall be due and payable on the fir~l day o[ October of 
each year. All taxes paid in full for the t,urrmn rear, dul'ing the 
month of October shall be s1{bject to a discount of four ( 4%} per l,ent; 
such payments made during the month o[ Nol'embcr after tl11•~· shall 
have become due in October, shall be subject. to a discoirnt. nf llm·~ 
( 3%) per cent; and such taxes bei11g paid during the mouth of 
December, after they shall become due, shall I.Jc subject to a discouut 
of two (2%) per cent; and all taxes paid during tht> month or 
,January after they shall fall due for that year, shull b,, ~nl>jed to a 
discouut of one (1 % ) per ecut. All t.axcH payable after th,, 11101nh of 
l<"ubruury during the year in which they become due shall be e11titkd 
to no discount. All taices remaining unpaid on April ht shall be 
delinquent and shall bear interest at the rate of ten (10';/:) per crnl 
per annum for the first yca·r, and ten (10%) vcr cent pe1· annum for 
any subsequent years, und such interest, shall be added to the tax,•s 
collected. 

SECTION 16. E~I<'0RCE~IE'.'<T OF TAXES 
Taxes and assessments 011 real estate shall b(1 and remu111 a lieu 

on the property assessed superior to 1Lll other liens or daims, e:<('.cpt 
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State v.nd County taxes, .and municipal imp1·01·cment. lit'llS, an<l of 
equal dignity therewith, until the same shall be paid. Such liens may 
be e.nforced as other liens. All unpaid taxes and assessmeut.s may be 
collected by suits in courts at law or iii equity. 

'l'he co~1s of all suits aud · pn1c\eedi11gs fnl' Ll1t.· ,•ollN,tion of unpaid 
taxe8 and ass,•ssnwnts, i11cluding a reasonable a1·.tor11L,y 's fo,! or 
solitdtor 's fee which shall be paid to the attorney or 5olieitor repre
senting the Tr,wn, as his compensation in such suit, shall hn rN,oYer,,ii 
anu colleeted by such suits. 

SBCTIOl\' 17. TAX CERTIFICATES 

Jf the taxes on all real estate shall not be paid before the 1st day 
of _l\.pril next, aft.er the tax-roll shall haYe come into the hauds of the 
Collector, he shall, as 80011 thereafter as possible, make from the 
ass.essment roll a separate copy of any assessment thereon remaining 
unpaid, using a special tax certificate the form of whid1 shall he 
provided by resolution, showing the assessment of any lot, parcel 
or tt'act of land therein described a.nd t.he amount of t11xes due 
thereon, and that. the lien thereby created is a first, lieu upon thr, 
property se.t fo1·th therein,superio1· to all other lh!ns, ,1xcept State and 
County taxes and municipal improwment liens, ancl that ~ueh lien 
bears interest at the rate of (10%) per t\Cnt per a111111m for the 
first y,!ar and (10%) per cent per annqm for any suhs,•q11ent years 
until paid. 

\Vben the Collcctot• shall have completed the preparation of the 
tax certificates, he shall make a r~cord or tl!e same in a suitable book 
provided for that purpose which shall show t.he number and dule of 
the tax certificate, the amount of the tax and II de~cription of the 
property, and v. space shall be pro,·ided to enter the name of 1.hc 
purchaser of the certificate in the cYcnt the Board of Cornmi~sioners 
should sell the same, as hereinafter proYidcd, and such recc,rcl or 
certified copies thereof, either in whole or in part, shall be entitled 
to record in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, Pinellas 
Count?, Plorida. 

\\Then the Co!Jector shall have complt:tcd the preparatiou of the 
t.ax c~rtificatcs and the record thereon he shall so report, in wi'iting, 
to the Board of Commissioners ,vho shall, at any time thereafter if 

' they so desire, direct the Collector to deliYcr the afo1·esaid tax cer-
tificates to the Town Attorney or solicitor fot· c,olleetion, which 
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c,irlificd copies of tax certificates shall be primu facie cvidenc f 
. the eontents of the assessment roll and the levies 1nude th,\rco~ ? 
all suits_ to enforce the payment of the lien for such taxes ns min 

"d t'f" · - ay appear upon sa1 tax cer 1 icates. 

'l'he Town Attorney or solicitor shall search or ca use to b,~ searched 
the jiublic records of Pinellas County and of the 'UniteJ States District 
Court to ascertain the names of all pcn;ons owning or having any 
interest or lien in said land and in the suits brought for the enforc;. 
ment of said lien for taxes, he shall make all persons appetiring upon 
said records to be owners or intereskd in said real estate, or ha,·ing 
a lieu thereon, parties defendant, and whenever service is sought to 
be had in such snit upon any defendant by publicatiou the notice 
shall contain a description of the land upon which the tax lien is 
clain1cd. 

The names of any persons other than the owHers of said 1·eal estate 
may, at the discretion of the Town .Attorney or S,)licitor, Le omitted 
from the list of defendants, but no pci·sons huving au interest in said 
property or holding a lien thereon apparer1t from said records and not 
brought into Cou1·t as a defenda11t, shall be, until so broug·ht into 
Court. us a defendant, deprived of his inter<ist thcr,·in. Till' interest 
or all pP.rsons not ar,parent upon ~aid public record~ shall b~ fore
closed by snch suits without thl'il' being narned <ti' scl'l'ed us 
defendants. 

· Upon the collection of all moneys due the City ufkr the sarn<' shall 
have been J)laced in the hands of the 'fown Attorney 01· ~olicit.or, 
application shun be made, first, to payment of Court Costs, i11ducling 
clerk's, sheriff's, master's and advertising fees; second, the amount. 
due the Town for taxes and interest, and last, tlte 11ttorncy 's or 
solicitor's fees for services in connection '"ith the 1.:ollection of such 
taxes. 

SEC'rI0K 18. SALE OF '!'.AX CER'rIF'lCA TES 

As a supplemental alternative, or additional method of realizing 
revenue from delinquent tax assessments, the Board of Comrnissioncrs 
may sell; for cash at public sale, its tax liens as evid\'nccd by the tax 
certificates J1ereinbefore provided for, and the purchaser or p111·chascrs 
of such tax certificates or tax liens shall huve all the rights and 
remedies in law or equity of the Town rc~pec!ting such linis, proYich,tl, 
howcYer, that any suit, either in law or equit~·, brou~·ht to foruclo~c 
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the lien or to coiled the indebtedness thllreundc1·, iu the ewut of ·~ueh 
sale by the Town, shall be brought in the na1i1e of the Town for the 
benefit of the holder and owner of such tax lieu as evidenc,\d by su<,h 
tax certificate. 

In the event of such sale the Clerk or Collector of said Town shall 
record the name of the purcha~er of suuh tax lien or c:ertifiua te, in 
the record book provideJ for that purpose. l II the •'Vl'llt of suk, hy 
the Town, the purchaser, or his successors, legal reprcs<mtatiYes or 
assigns, shall have the right to bring any ~nit at law or in equitr for 
the enforcement of same at any time within tw1:nty years from the 
date of such sale by the Town. Provided, howc\"Cl', that no suit fihall be 
bi·ought until after the expiration of one year from the date of the 
sale of said certificates by the Town. Each tax certificate, when so 
sold by the 'l'own, shall haYc thereon the assignment from the Town to 
the purchaser bearing the date of such sale and shall be signed by 
the :Mayor-Commissioner. attested by tlw Town Clerk and th<" corpo
rate seal of the Town affixed thereto, and such c:ertifi,·ate shall then 
become 11 negotiable evidence of indebtedness without r<!Murse. 
against the 'l'own, except in case assessrncnt on which such ccrtificatl' 
is based is an in,·alid assessment, proYided for suel, purpose no such 
assessment shHll be held invalid by any court of comp<:tent jurisdi<,
tion, unll,ss· and until the Town .ol' '.lladeira Beach has Leen rnade a 
party of defendant to the cause of a,.:tion in which Yalidity is attat,kild, 
and may be 1·eassig111~d, sold, hypothccaiecl, and otherwbe negotiated 
as any negotiable instrument., and in the eycnt r.hti •!Jlll'diase1· or his 
h,!?'.al rcpresent.ati\'es or assigns sh11ll so Jesir~ he may acel'])t partial 
payment of same or collect ihe iut.er~st thereon without in auy way 
affecting the validity of the l.ien for ihe balaiice due thereon. 

Such tax certificate or a certificate from the T0\\"11 Clerk or Col
lector setting forth such sale and assignment and the property sub
ject to lien t.l1t'reunder shall be entitled to record ia the office of 
the Clerk of the Circuit. Court in Pinellas Countr, Florida, and in 
such event thCJ cost of such recording shall be an a<l<litionlll lieu 
a~·ainst the r,roperty embraced in such certificate. Such tax cer
tificate shall at all times, be redeemable at the office of the Town 
Clerk or Collector upon t}1e paymN1t of the principal and interest 
accrued thereon, plus a cancellation charge of Fifty Cents (50¢) 
payabh! to Attorney of the Town of 1fadeira Beach, for each c,an
cellation, any ti~c prior to the· actual institution of legal proceed
ii,gs for coJ!t,etion or foreclosu:re of same aud upon ~uch redemption 
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the Town CIHk or Collector shall enter upon the proper rec d · 
the payment of such tax certificate and shall issue a proper rec ~r · 
or recordable. release showing the payment thereof which · 5~

1PJ · 
be delivered to the person or persons paying t.he tax C(Jl'tificate.a · 

The Town Clerk or Collector shall then notify the purchaser 0 
owuer of xtll'h tax <:ertifieatc llJl.J>l'ilring- of record i,1 hi~ ol'fi,•c·thn~ 
the s:iruc has been paid and upon the surrender of the tax ccrtifi.. 
cate, so redeemed, the same shall be properly caucelled and the 
proceeds derived therefrom paid O\"CI' to t.he person ~UlTt'nrlrrin,,. 
such tax crtiticate. Any tax c.ertilica1.c so t·c<li•cmed 8hall innne~ 
diately eease to bear interest regardless of by whom ow11ed or 
held. Gpon the institution of any ~uit in law 01· 1:qtlity, the party 
so instituting same as herein pro'vided for, shall file written notice 
thereof with the Town Clerk or Collector, \1·110 shall make the 
prop,,r eutry llwreon on his record~ anrl Hhall allow 110 re.ltnnption 
of the tax certificates iuvolnd in s11d1 suit through th~ ot't'ice of the 
Town Clerk i1r Collector. 

Sel!tion 19. V ALIDA'fION 

That all tax. levies and assessments, heretofore made by the 'l'own 
of l\ladcira Beach are hereby declared t.o be legal and valid in all 
respects and any and all unpaid or llelinqucnt ussessmenls for taxes 
due the Town of l\fodeira Beach shall be sub,i<.'ct to the provisious 
of this Act. 

Section 20. TO\\'N ::V[AY l'URCH.ASE 

'l'hat the Town of Madeira Beach may not hecome the purchaser 
at any foreclosure sale brought in the na!lle of said Town for its 
use and benefit to enforce the collection 01· foreclosure of any ta:s: 
lien ur lien for any municipal improvcmcuts, and no bid shall be 
lower than the current. lien and 1.hc 'l'own shall provide 1iublic 
auction for said property and bceome owner of said property if no 
bid is l!lade in an amount greater thau that of the lieu and costs. 

In the eveut the Town becomes the purchaser and owner of any 
real estate under such proceedings, the Board of Commissioners 
may, at any time, sell the same · at public sale for cash to any 
person or persons ,1•homsoever, provided the same shall not be sold 
for less than paid therefor by the '!'own, and then only upon con
sent of four-fifths o( the '!'own Council. 
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Section 21. TAX EXE:111:P'l'IO:NS 

All property exempt under ·thCl Constitution and Laws of the 
State of Florida from county taxation is hcrd1y i·xempt from tax
ation by the Town of Madeira Beach. 

8ection 22. EHRONBOUS ASSBSS~fl~NT 

The Board of Eqcalization, at public meeting-, is ('111powerc<l to 
provide for the correction of any defect in the assessment. 

Section 23. STRI<~E'l'S AND SIDEWALKS 

The Board of Commissioners shall have the power 10 order the 
laying of sidewalks along the p)lb)i~ strceti; or on any promenade 
or puqlic thoroughfare of the Town aJJd to prescribe the \\·idth 
thereof and the materials to be Us(,d, aud al'ter thirty <lays' i1ot.k(• 
to the abutting p1·operty owners aud upon the failure nf sud1 prop
erty owner8, withiu such time, to la~-- any sud1 sidewalk, so or
dered, shall have the power to caus,• irn,•h sidewalks to li,· lai,l and 
shall assess one-half the cost 1111d ~xpe11se c,f tlw same against SU('.h 
abutti11g property, ,1·hid1 asscssmeut shaJl C!Onstitut.e a li,111 a!,(ainst 
s,wh property of eqnai dignity with tax certificat<-s ,mrl 1.mfor(:e. 
able in tlic manner provided for the PHforeerncnt of the• lien of tax 
certificates, provided that snch certificates sh11ll lie p.iyahlc aud 
the collection t.hereof enforceable in not less than one year from 
the issue of any such certific11t.e~, and the other oue-half tlrn coijt 
und expense of the laying of sueh sidewalk shalt be paid by the 
Town out of the general fund. 

Sect.ion 2·1. LOCAL IIIIPH.OVEME'.\'TS A:'.\D SPECJAL A8-
Sl~SS:11E:\T!l'S. 

(a) 'l'hc lloai-d of Commis~io1wrs ~hall lia,·e the power to estaL
lish grades and drnins on ail public streets and thoroughfares of 
the Town aud shall have the power to pave, rcpa,•e, curb, open, 
construct., lay out, repair or otherwise improve any street, alley; 
park or other public highway or any part thereof, and to lay out, 
construct, alter, repair or improve sewers, bulkheads, seawalls and 
all other n(~cessary public improvcmeuts within the Town limits 
of the Town of lfadcira Beach. BLilkheads, seawalls, retuiuing wails 
and other necessary structures in the corn;truction, maintenance 
or protection of streets lying in the vicinity of, or along, or near, 
or abutting on, IJ1e ,vaterfrout mny be constructed upon public or 
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private property where such bulkheads, seawalls, retainino• wall· 

d h t . . " ' s an ot er necessary struc ures m connection therewith arc neces-
sary to hold, protect or retain the streets or public propertv of 11 
Town of J\faderia Beach. · ie 

(b) The Board of ~-omm(ssioncrs sha!I have th<' pn,1·,·r 1o asx,•.ss 
not mon: ih:rn 1.wo-thirits of t.he tsost o[ any of the improv,,1ncnts 
authorized in this section against the property especially bene
fited thcreLy, and the remaining <:ost shall be pai,I by I.hr Town 
from the gr.nerul fund. 'l'hi.~ assessment shall be mad~ huhstantiulh· 
in the manner liereinal:ter provided, to wit: · 

I~l'I'IAL l>ROCEEDIXG 

1. 'fhe initial proceeding for a local improvement whith is to 
be specially assessed against benefited property owuers shall IH\ 

the passage, at 1 he regular or special meeting of 1-he Town Council 
of a resolution ordering such loc11l impro,·emcnt to he made under 
this se<:1ion, stating the nature of the propostid improvement, desig
nating the. locat.ion of 1;he improvement, what part or portion of 
the expense thereof is to he paid for by speciul assessment, the 
manner in whid1 said assessment shall be made, when said assess
ments are to be paid, what part, if au,•, shall he app,wtioned to 
be paid from the 11·eneral improvf\ment fund of t.he Town, and said 
resolution shall also designate the lands upon whid1 the specdal 
assessment shall be levied. 

RESOLU'l'IOX 

2. The resolution may give any short and eouvcnient designa
tion to each improvement ordered thereby, and the pl'operty against 
which assessments are to be made, for the cost of such improve
ment, shall be designated as a district followed by a letter or 
number of anything to distinguish it from other districts, after 
which it shall be sufficient to refer to such improvement and proJl· 
et·ty by such designation in all proeeedings and asse8sm011ts except' 
as hereinafter provided. · 

PLANS AND SPEClli'ICA'l'IONS 

3. Immediately after tJ1e passage of said resolutio11, the Town 
Clerk shall prepare and file in his office plans and spccifieations of 
each improvement ordered thereby und estimates of the cost there
of. There shall be included in the e~timates of the cost ·of snch im-
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proveni.cnts the cost thereof and all incident.al expense to lie 
assessed against property ben~Ilted 1 hen,by. Sueh plalls, spccili

. cations and estimates shall be opeu to the inspection of the public. 

PUBLICATION AND N'O'l'ICE OF HESOLt:TlON 

4. · The Town Clerk upon the filing b~• him of s111.~!t plaus, spt•eifi
catioJ1s and ,•st.imatcs, shall publish onL,o in a daily lll' wc,c•ld.r 
newspaper published in t.he County of Pindlas. and c1f ~·cn,iral cir
(\ulation in ·the '!'own of Madeira Beach, a notice stati11~ that at a 
llH!Cting of the 'l'own Conunission on a certain day and hoar J10! 

earlier than ten (10). days from the date of such pnblicntiou, the 
'l'own Commission will hear the objections of all intt'rcsted persons 
to the confirmation of said resolution. Said notice shall state in 
brief and {!'eneral terms a description of the proposed improve
ment with .the location thereof and shall also state that plans, sp<'<'i

fieations and estimates or cost thereof are 011 file iii the office of the 
Town Clerk. 

CONI-'IRMATIO~ 

5. At the time named in said notice, ot· to whieh !ill adjonrn
ment may be taken, the Town Commission shall recei\"e any ob
;jections of interested persons and may then and theri\aft.er repeal 
or confirm said resolution with such amtmdments, if any, as may 
be described by the Town Commission and which do not. change in 
any way the location or the irnprovemeat of improvements. 

6. Gpon the confirmation of said resolution oNlering- such im
provemcuts or any of them, the Board of Commissiouers shall cause 
the Town Clerk to advertise for sealed bids for the doing of the 
work ordered, which said advertisement shall 1.Je puhlishell in a 
daily or weekly newspaper published in the County of Pinellas 
and of general circulation in the Town of Madeira Beach om:e a 
week for two consecutive weeks prior to the d,i.tc desig,nalcd for 
the receipt of such sealed bids. 

7. t;pon the receipt of the bids, the Board of Commissioners 
shall examine tl1e same and shall award contract or contracts for 
such improvements to the lowest and best bidder, prodded, bow
e,·cr, nothing herein contained shall prevent, the Board of Com
missioners from rejecting any and all bids received and to rcad
Y<.>rtisc in the manner herein provided for original call for bids. 

1337 



CHAPTER 25992 LA \VS OF FLOllID.-\ 

S. Upon con111letion of any of the impt•ovpmen1s s<i nrckre<l as 
heretofore provided, the Board of Uommissioncrs shall, at its 1,ext 
regular meeting, proceed to assess the cost of sneh improvement or 
improvelllents against the property specially benefited thereby, 
which assessment shall be accomplished by resolution duly passed 
and adopt-cd by n majority of the Board of Commissioners and 
whieh re.solution shall s1:t for.th the nature of the improvement., tlie 
description of the prop11rty to be assessed, the uamcs of the <iwncrs 
of such property and the amounts to be assessed against the rc
spect.i re properties therein listed, it lieiug spceiffoally provided that 
in making the assessment, not more than two-third8 of the total 
cost thereof· shall be assessed against property espeeiall y benefited 
thereby, the remainder to he it,;surned and paid for by the 'l'owu of 
1Iaderia Beadi from the public impron,ment fund. 

9. Immediately following the passage and 11doption of the reso
lution making such as~flssmcnt, the Board of Commis,ion(•rs gJrnll 
publish once in a daily or weekly newspaper published in the 
County of Pinellas and of general circulation in the 'l'own of 
'.\Iadcria Beach, a notice stating that the Town Cow1nission on a 
certain day and hour not earlier than fiye (5) days from the date 
of such publication, will meet and hear the objections of all inter
ested persons to the confirmation of said rcsolntion. Said notice 
shall state in brief and general terms the description of the im
provements, the location the1·cof, the own(,rs, the proJ>erty to he 
assessed and the amounts to be assessed against eaeh property so 
descri b(•d. 

10. At the time named in said notice or t.o which an ,1djourn
mcnt may be taken, the Town Commissio11 shall recc,1ve any ob
jection of interested persons and may then or thereafter repeal or 
confirm said resolution with such alllcndmcnts, if any, as may be 
desired by the Commis~ion. Upon confirmation of said resolution, 
whether in its original form or as amended, said resolution shall be 
in full force and effect. 

Section 25. CERTIFIC11. 'l'ES OF INDEBTEDKBSS 

The Board of Commissioners, as soon as said assi~ssmcut is nrnde 
shall issue certificates of indebtedness for the amount so assessed 
against the abutting property and separate certificates shall be 
issued against each tract of land assessed containing a description 
of the land und the amount ·of the 11ssessu1ent, together with the 
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general nature of the improvements for which the assessment is 
made and.the date thereof, which assessment when made shall con
stitute and become a lien against said property prior to all other 
liens, except taxes and those for construction or repair to sidewalk1-1 
and sewliragc, with which liens they shall have equal dig11ity up011 
tl1,• rC'al l'state so assessed. 

The said certificates shall be made payable to bearer iu equal 
annual installments of not exceeding ten installments, to be de
termined by the Board of Commissioners, and shall bPar interest. to 
be fixed by the Board of Commissioners at a rate not greater than 
eight (8%) per cent per annum, payable ammally from the date 
of issuance of such certificates, and the paywent of said certific,ates 
and annual interest may· be guaranteed by the 'l'•>wn of :.iadeira 
Beach, and in case of the non-payment of tbe annual interest or 
principal at maturity by the property owner, the same shall be re
deemed by the Town at the option of the holder of said c,crt ificates, 
but such redemption by the Town shall not discharge the lien of 
the assessments against the abutting property. Said c<irtificates 
shall be in such form as is prescribed by U1e lloard of Co1mnis
sioners, and if the Board of Commissiouers shall so elect, the annual 
payments of interest and principal may be represented by coupons 
in form prescribed b'.)' the Board of Commissioners, said coupons to 
be attached to such certificates and the Town Clerk or Collector 
shall keep a record book in form to be prescribed by the Board, 
in which shall be entered a record of all certificates and coupons 
heretofore or hereafter issued for public improvements of the char
acter herein provided for, and on which shall be noted all pay
ments or cancellations of such certificates or coupons. 

The certificates, when issued, shall be tur11ed over to the Tow1' 
depositorr, which, when ordered to do so by resolution of the 
Board, may sell or dispose of the same in such manner as may 
be provided for by sai<l resolution in payment· for said work or 
improvements or for cash, as may be provided by said resolution. 
ProYided, however, that the owner of t.he property abutting any 
sidewalk or street, or any other improvement hcreinbefore pro
vided for, shall have the option to pay the entire amount of said 
assessment in cash upon notice of his intention so to do lit any 
time before the actual sale or other disposal by the Board of Com-
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missio11ers of such certifieales and whenever, auy such certific;ites 
. er.any coupons attached t.hcrcto, slrnl! b(! prese11ted t.o the Town Clm·k 

<H' Collector with request t.bat the same be done, the sam,• shall 
be cancelled of record by the Town Clerk or Collector. 

:i;cction 2G. SPECIAL A$SBSSl\lK\"T BOXDS 

.After any asses~mcnt.s as hen•in pro\'id(,d for ha\'e lweu inatlc 
and certificates of· indebtedness issued as herein pnwidc<l for, and 
before the said eertifiea_tes have been sold or dispos,~d of, the Board 
of Commissioners ruay order all or any part of the ccrtifieates ~o 
issued to be left on deposit with the Town depository alH-l may is
sue coupon bonds bearing- interest payable semi-annually at a ra:e 
of not mor(' than six ( 6%) per cent in such form and denominations 
as may be prescribed by the Board of Commissioners to an amount 
not greater thim the amoum. of the principal of 1hL· ecrlificates 
so left on deposit., and may gm,ra11tce the payment of the priueipal 
und interest of said bonds, and said boncjs may be made to mature 
at a tim,· 11ot longer limn one year afrnr the maturity of the last 
installmcut un such certificates, and said bonds shall be mad,• ;·,ar
able at the office of the Tow11 depository, aud said c:ertifieates shall 
be IH\ld bJ; said Town depository to meet the paymeut of said bonds 
and interest ut maturity, and as soon as funds lwn\ b,,en rcali~ecl 
from the collection of such ncrtificatcs and placed iu a separatu 
fund, as hereiu provided, to an amount suffir.ieuL to rl'dccm one 
or more of the said bonds and when so redeemed shall heeom« null 
and void and shall not be rebsued, mid all bonds ~o issued shall 
be registered with the said depository aud paynwnl thereof slrnll 
he co11sidcrcd as having been made upon S()tting aside II dcpo,;il by 
the Town depository to the credit of the registered holder thereof 
of an amount sufficic11t t.o pay the priBcipal anu. :iccumnlnted in
terest 011 s8id bonds at the time of sueh deposit. 

Kot less tban thirty (30) days before the annual intcres1 pay
ing· period on said bonds, when so issued, the Board of Cmnmis
sioners shall ascertain l1ow much money has been accumulated in 
_said trust fund and shall, by drawing lot.s or in such other mtrnm•r 
as they may determine, ascertain ,vhich bonds shall be retired 
with the fund so accumulated, and upon the said l,onds lieing so 
ascertained the registered holder thereof shall be notified that his 
said bonds will be paid at t.he next int.crest pa~·ing period and 
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notice shall have. been considered given by depositing by the 'l'own 
depository of a lcttei: ad vising him of the facts in the post office 
at 11adeira Beach addressed to the post office address given by 
sueh registered holder at the time of the registry of him of his 
said bonds, and at the said iuterest. paying period, as hrrPinbefore 
provided, the sum of money sufficient 1,o retire his said hond or 
bonds and accumulated interest shall he set aside and deposited 
to his crcdi_t as herein provided for, and the same shall be taken am1 
held in all· thing·s as a pa~•menL and cancellation of sueh bond, 
\\;hcther the same be then surrendered or not. Bonds HO issued shall 
not be taken into consideration .in computillg or determining the 
limit of bonded ipclcbtcdncss to which the said 'I'own is 1,uthorized 
to subject itself u11der this Charter. 

~cdion 27. E:\'J<'OHCI:\'G l:IIPROVE;\JE:--.:'J' LlEi\S 

In all cases mentioned in this Act where the '!'own of .Madeira 
Bl'ach has acquired or may hereafter ac,quirc liens for improve
ments such liens 01· auy of them may he enforced in the .following 
manner by the Town or in the name of 1.hc Town by the holder 
thereof; first, by II bill in equity, second, by a suit at law. 

The bill in cquitt or t.be declaration at. law shi'\11 state briefly 
and sufficiently the facts constituting the lien, the amount thereof 
and the description of the property on whic'.h said lieu has been 
acquil·ed and shall contain a prayer that the owner shall be com
pelled to pay the amount of said lien, or, in default thereof, that 
said property shall be sold to satisfy the same. But the judgment or 
decree obtained in said suit shall not be enforced against, or b(i a 
lien upon any other property than that against which the assess
ment was made; that in the decree or judgment, us the case may 
be, f9r the enforcement and collection of the amount for which said 
lien was given, decree or judgment shall also be renderrd for a 
reasonable attorney's fee, together with the costs of the p1·oceeding~, 
which attorney's fee and costs shall also become a lien 1tpon said 
land and shall be collected at the time and in the manner pro
vided for the collection of the· amount for which the lien was 
originally gi"en. 

Section 28. PER!t'ECTI~G SJ<.,RVICE 

In the proceedings provided for in the prccedin:; s,~etion tlic 
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<>Wmff or owners of the land, if they can be a~ccrtaincd, shall he 
parties dcfondant. If the owner or owners cannot be a,cm·tained 
after diligent inquiry, the proceedings shall be against the propertv 
on which the lien is claimed without mentioning any party d~
fendant. In sud1 case service shall be had by a notic~ of the 
i11.«titn1 ion of snid suit for the cnforccml'nt of such lien by "n ad
ver1iH,•1111•11t i11 a rn~wsp:qwr p11hlisl11•<l in 11,n 'l"<,wu or l\ladeil•a 
Beach, and i11 case there is no l'lCWspapi,r in Macleirn ll,·a~h, then 
such notice may be publis11ed in any newspaJ)er published iu 
l'incllas Connt.y, Florida,' 1111<1 having grncral cirenlati(n1 in the 
'l'own of ~Iatleira Bc!ad1, l<'lorida; and provided, J'urt.her, that. be
fore such sen-ice shall be had the complainant or plaintiff, as the 
case may b~, his agent, or attorney, shall make affidavit and file 
with the bill in chancery or the declaration at Jaw setting forth the 
fact that the owner or owners of snch pro}'1erty are unknown to 
him. In all proc«cdiugs to enforce said 1ie11s or any of them, saV<! 
iu \!asl'~ where the owner or owners cannot be ascel't.ai11ed, scn·icc 
shall be made on the parties defendant in the same manner as i:; 
J)l'ovitled by law for ~crvice in other cases. Ju S\ll'h prncet•dings 
appeals and writs of error,111ay be taken to th(• proper appellat,1 
courts as in other cases. 

Sect.ion 29 'l'AX RE\'EKUE BONDS 

Upon the affirmative vote of four-fifths of tht! membership of 
tbc Board of Commissioners of said Town, the Town is hel'eby au
th01·izcd, at any time to borrow money to the ex lent of one-half 
of the amount of the taxes levied in any one year, and to is~ne as 
evidence of indebtedness for the money borrowed, revenue l1onds 
which shall be signetl by the }Iayor-Cornmi~sioner of the Town and 
atte~ted bv the Town Clerk under the seal of said Tc,wn, and shnll 
not be o(.less denomination than One Hunched Dollars ($100.00) 
each. Said bonds shall be issued separately against auy or all of thu 
funds for which taxes are assessed and wlrnn is~ued ag·aiust m,y 
fund the amount realized from the, Joan of the said bonds shall be 
carried and credited to the fnnd agai11st ,,·hich said bonds were 
ii;sued. Said bonds shall be issued in serial nmnbers beginnini:r with 
the n11Jnber one (1) as a~ainst each separate fund and the holder of 
such bonds shall have a first lien upon the uncollected taxes to the 
extent of the amount. borrowed and as against eaeh fund for which 
~aid bonds were iss1ied and as the tuxc6 aJ·e collected tbe bonds 
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shall be paid iu the order in which tll~y were issued out of the 
funds against \\·hich said bonds were negotiated, N°o revenue bonds 
~hall be_ issued for a longer time th.an twelve (12) months and 
shall bear such interest as the. Board of Conunissioners may fix. 

Section 30. PUBLIC L\[PROVEl\IE:XTS 

Total Cust Defrayecl by '!'own 

The Board o.f Commissioners of the Town of Madeira Beach shall 
have the power to c_onstruct, repair, maintai11 and improve the 
streets, nlleys. parks, promenades, bulkheads, groins, seaw111ls, side
walks, aud all public highways and thoroughfares in said Town; 
and the cost of improving the said streets,. alleys, parks, µrome
nadc8, seawalls, bulkheads, groins or other· public highways aud 
thoroug·hfarcs of said 1'own may be paid entirely by the 'l'own out 
of. current funds, or from the proceeds deri\·ed from the ~ale of 
bonds issued for that purpose and not. assessed against especially 
benefited property, provided sud1 improvements and the payment 
of the cost thereof out of the current fund or furnls clt•rivcd from 
the sale of bonds, shall be authorized by a majority of the electors 
of said Town at an 1,Jcction t.o be ealled for said purpose by the 
Board of Commissiouc·rs, and only these elect.ors who are frce
hold~rs as herein provided shall be qualified. to ,·ote at si1id d,•etion; 
aud if it is proposed to pay for said improv<'.lllt>nts out. of t.be sale 
of bontls the same may be submitteJ to the elcttor~ togl'lh1•r with 
the bonding proposition. 

Scctiou 31. UOXDS 

PO\VRR TO ISSUE BO~DS 
LIMITATION" 

RATIF 1CA'l'ION 

ADVER'l'ISE11ENT 01:<' ISSUE 
TYPE OF BOKDS 
EXECCTION 01<' BONDS 

(a) Town of Madeira Beach shall have the power to issue and 
sell bonds for municipal improvements of every nature aud kind, 
nnd to carry out any of the authorized powers or 'purposes of ihe 
Town, 11ot to exceed in amount ten (10%) per cent of the assessed 
v,llne of all property subject to taxation within the corporate 
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limits of the 'l'own; provided, however, that bond~ for street 
sewer, sidewalk and other public improvements, which are paid 
from SJ)eciul assessments, to the amount for which the 'l'own shall 
hold lfons for uncollected special assessments, shull not be subject 
to such limitation of amount, nor be c,,rnsidered when computing 
t.he ai1101mt of bonds that may bP issued 11ml1.>J' tliis st'\:t.iou; and 
provided further, that no bonds shull be issued or S<Jld until the 
same• shall have been approved by a majoriry ol' th,, frci:holdcrs 
who are qualified electors residing in the Town of :.\Iadeira·lleach 
Florida, properly registered for vot.ing i11 such an election, sbali 
actually participate, such election to be held in sneh manner as 
may be prodded by the 'l'own Commission, 11nd no bonds shall be· 
issued until such issue shall be advertised once a week for four 
consec11tive weeks prior to snch election, and no bonds shall be 
sold until such sal" has been advertised not less than two we!'lrn. 

Such bonds shall be negotiable coupon bonds. in such de11omina
tions as prescribed by resolution, and ·shall bc:ar int<>rest not ex
ceeding siit (6%) prr cent per annum, payable se11ii-annually, both 
principal and intt,rcsl. to be payable in legal temlt!r of the United 
States a~ such place or places us the Town Commission may elect; 
and said bond!; shall not he sold for lc•s,; than niuety-lhe (!lii%) 
per cent of par. 

Suell bonds shall be sig·ned by the Mayor, ntte:;ted by the Town 
Clerk and sealed with the seal c,f the Town. The interest coupons 
thereto attached shall be signed by the Town Ch!rk whuse signa
ture may be iu facsimile. Any of such bc,nds, may, by resolution 
of the 'l'own Commission, be registered as to number under such· 
terms and conditions and at such place or places, within or without 
the 'J'own of Ilfadeira Beach, as the Town Commission in sud1 reso
lution determine. 

The foregoing paragraphs of t:his sectic,n shall nut refer to the 
refunding bonds which are issued exclusively for the pu1·posc of 
refunding bonds or interest already existing against ,aid Town of 
Madeira Beach. 

HEFU~Dl.NG BONDS 

(b) Whenever, for the purpose of extending the time of JJay
ment of any bouded iudebtcdness, which from its limit of taxation 
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the '!'own may be unable to pay at maturity, or whenever it ap
pears to the 'fown Commission to be for the hest interest of the 
'l'own · to refund any such bonded indcbteducss the 'l'ow1, Co1\1-
misi,;ion, by ordinance introduced and passed at an~- rc;gular meet
ing, is hereby authorized and given full powe1· to compromise, eom
po1iml, rl'fund aud settl<J any bo11,1",l iJHl<-lit~<1111:~s lawfully 111:Hle 
and undertaken by the 'l'own by authority of law, and for this pm·
pose and without submitting the snmc for ratifkutiou by the quali
fied electors us hcrcinbefore provided. Provid,•d, howe\·cr, that Ho 

bonded indebtedness of said Town shail be so e0rnprornised, re
fonded or extended unless sueh indebtedness slu,11 be dctcnniur,1 
to he an existing- valid and IJinciing· ohlig,nion of ~aid Town. The 
resolution of the Town Commission authorizing the issue of ~aid 
negotiable coupon bonds shall state the amount of bonded indebt
edness to be compromised, refunded or extended, lh<! aggregate 
amount of bonds to bti issued therefor, their numb,0 r and dcnorni
uation, the date of mM.urity and 1he r;ite of iulcrest they shall 
hear, and the place of riayment of priueipa1 and intc1·est. 

TAX FOR, P.AYlllEKT OF BONDS 
SI?\'KTN,G 1'~UKD 

( c) '!'he 'l'own Commission is further authorized and <'m pcnYcred 
to le,·y a sufficient tax upon all n!al proper!.~• withiu th,i corporu1e 
limits of the 'fown each year to pay annual interest and t.o pay 
not less than two per centum annually on the principal of said 
general and refunding bonds, besides all exr,ensl'S of assessing· and 
collecting the same, whid1 said amount of principal so raised by 
taxation, and the interest aecruing thereon, \\·hen collected shall 
be and remail1 a sinking fund to pay said bonds; and the same, 
together with interest thereon sl1111l l>e iin-csted by the To1\·11 Com
mission in uegotiablc interest bearing honds of the United States 
Government, or Class "AAA" Bomh listed on the Xcw York Stock 
Exchange, or shall be deposited iu the depositories where said bonds 
are pa;rable, which said deposits in said institutions shall b,1 se
cured by negotiable inlen1st bearing bonds o•f the t'uilcd States 
GoYernmcnt, Surety CornpaIJy Bonds, or Class "AAA'' Bc,nrb listed 
011 the ~ew York Stock l:!;xchangc, for the full arnonut of sueh 
deposits, or shall be used to retire bonds of the sam(, iHsuc J'or 
which the said sinking fund is provitled, and 110 othel'; anti when 
such levy shall have been made the. same shall coutinue in force 
ttntil the whole amount of principal nnd interest shall ha\·c been 
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fully paid; provided, nothing herein shall authorize the taking 
up of bonds heretofore issued or evidence of indebtedness created 
and issuing new bonds in lieu thereof before the maturity of anv 
such bonds or evidence of indebtedness, unless such ne·w bona:~ 
shall bear a less rate of interest than the bonds or eviden<:c of in
debtedness taken np, or unlc~~ the maturit.y of ~aid boud~ he 
cxl:cndcd. 

SEP.AR.A'fE l'l'EMS IX PROPOSED ·ISSCE 

(d) In case the total or aggregate proposed i,;suc of bonds is 
composed of two or more it.ems fol' distinct and separate purposes, 
ad vcrtisernent of said proposed issue shall state separately the 
it~ms and several purposes for which the said bonds arc to be 
issued; and the ballots med at the election· to determine i~sue 
of said bonds shall hiwe printed rherenpon the ~c,·c•ral separate 
items and purposes in such a manner as to permit t'he Yot.cr thereof 
to cast his vote for or against each or auy of the it.l)nts therein 
enumerated. Funds derived from the sale of bom1~ shall be used 
for no other purpose than that for whid1 the same ,,·as Yot.ed. 

BOXD-FU}..'DS l\'O'l' TO BE DIVERTED 

That any excess which may remain from the proc:ccds of the 
sale of said bonds after the aceomplishment of t-hc purpos(1 for 
which the same was issued as aforesaid, sliall be added to and 
become a part of the sinking fun,J .or interest fund for the retire
ment of said bonds. 

(e) All obligations and all indebtedness by the sale of bouds 
or otherwise heretofore legally incurred by the Town Government 
of the 'l.'own of Madeira Beach shall be assessed as a valid existing 
indebtedness against the '!'own created by this Charter; and all 
laws heretofore passed by the Legislature of Plorida, authorizing 
the issue and sale o.f bonds, or for an? purpose whatsoc,·er, not 
inconsistent with this Charter, shall be and remain in foll force 
and effect, and be applicable and binding upon tbe municipal gov
ernment of the Town of Madeira Beach, in the same manner and 
to the same effect that the same were applicable to said Town of 
Madeira Beach. 

NO COMMISSIOX FOR SALE OP 'l'O\VX BOKDS 
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(f) No Commission or brokerage shall be paid, either directly 
or indirectly, for the sale of bonds or. other eviclenec of indebted
ness of the Town. 

SNition ;J~. PHESgN'l' SINKI:\'G FUXD 

The proYisions of Section 31 relating to Sinking Funds shall be 
applicable to the sinking fund or funds now existing for the pay
ment of outstanding' bond obligations of the Town of )'focleira 
Beach. 

Section 33. :MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIOKS 
SUBDIVISION AND PLA.'l'S 

The owner or owners of any real property lying within the cor
porate limits of said Town, and the agent or agc11ts of su~.h owner 
or owners, desiring to subdivid() the same into lots and blocks and 
lay out the same, .one or more streets, alleys, or parks, slmll be 
required to submit to the Board of Corumissio11ers of said 'l'own 
such proposed plat or _plats for their ap1:iroval. 

If the proposed plat or plats in their original or amended form 
be approved by resolution of the Board of Commissioners, it shall 
be the duty of the l\1ayor-Commissioner to endorse upon the same, 
or a copy thereof, the approval of said To,'t"n, and it shall be the 
duty of the 'I'own Clerk to attach thereto the seal of the 'l'own at
tested by the '!'own Clerk. Xo plats subdh•idi11g lands within the 
corporate limits of said Town shall he entitled to record i11 the 
office of the County Clerk of Pinellas County, ltlorida, without 
w1·itten approval so endorsed thereon. Provided that. in case there 
is a llen or encumbrance on the lands cover<•d by said map or plat 
tho same shall not. be accepted unless accompanied by a reltmse 
from the person or pe1·sons holding the same as to the streets, alleys 
and parkways designated on said plat. 

Section 34. SUI'l'S AGAJ!\'ST THE TO'\YX 

(a) No suit shall be filed against the Town of :IIadeira Beath 
unless 1111d until a written notice of the nature and charaeter of 
the claim which may be the basis of such suit shall fi.rst be served 
upon the ;\layor-Commissioner of tbc '.!'own of Madefru Beach or one 
of the other Commissioners, and this "Titten notice must h(, served 
thirty (30) days before the institution of nny snit. 
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(b) No suit shall be institutc<l or maintained ag·ain~t 1.he 'l'own 
of Madeira Beach, Florida, for damages arising out of uu~· personal 
injury unless written notiee of sneh clai111 or injury is within 
sixty ( 60) days from the chitc of receil·ing the alleged injnrr. gi l'en 
to the llfayor-Commi~~ioner of _th~ 'l'ow11 nf :\[a,ll'i1·a. 1;,-:i .. l, of th,· 
ttlll'l~ifitin.tiu11s a~ t.o lh( 1 lilll(' a11d plat~<.· uf ~:1id alll 1•11•d i11,inry. 

Sc~ction 85. OATH OF OFFICE 

All officers of the 'l'ow1t of :.\fo<leiru Beach, lH'i'or•~ entP:·i11µ: upou 
the duties of their offices, shall take and suh~eriL,! to a1~ oath to 
faithfully perform the duties of their offices iind l he Cons,itu1io11 
and Law~ of the State of Florida and of the l.'niu•,:l States of 
America.· 

Sect.ion 36. '!'he Commissioners of the 'l'ow11 r.,r )Iacleira Beach 
shall haYe and exercise all powe1·s conferrc>d by G,•n~rnl Law, 
upou municipal offic,Prs, not iiwonsi.•tent ll'ith the t1•r1H~ nf thi, 
Charter. 

Section 37. The Board of Cornmissio11c1·s of the Town of :\Ia. 
deria Beach shall not employ nor contra.t\1. with any member of. 
said Board of Commissioners or of the Clerk of the Town of :\Ia
deira Beach nor with any son or daughter or husband or wife of 
said so11 or daughter of any member of t.he Board of Commis
sioners of the Town of )Iadcira Beach or of the Clerk th•:rcof. 

Section 38. 'fhc Cl.!stody of the publie record~ c,f the '1'0"·11 of 
J\faderin Beaeh shall be in the keeping of the 'ro"·u Clerk of said 
'Io_wn, a.nd he shall be responsible for their safety. 

Section 39. '!'hat the title, rights and ownership c,f J11·op<>r1~-, 1m
collectcd taxes, due~, claims, judgments, <leerees a11d choses in uc
tion, held or owned by the Town of Jfacleira Beach :;hall puss to and 
be vested in the municipal corpornt.ion organi,.cd under this Act, 
to succeed the municipality a~olished. 

Section 40. 'l'he Board of Commi,;sio11cr1; shall ha n c•xcll:sivc 
power to make all public imprO\'em,mts and expenditures nat.hor
ized by Ordinances, .but all work or se1·vices contraet.ed fo:-, (,ailing 
f01' the expenditnre of F'ive 1-Iuudrcd ($500.00) Dollars or more, 
shall be let to the lowest and best bidder, the Co~nrnissiouerR having
the right and power, however, to reject any or all hirls, uncl to JJP!'

form the work advertised for, through t.he public works or o1 her 
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,1ppropriatc d,!partmenL or de11artmcnts of the Town, pro,·ided the 
cost of said work or S1.'.rviccs thns pnformcd shall not exceed the 
price therefor named by the lowest and best bidder in this bid, 
in the event that bids have been received. If no bids have been 

. rrceiYcd, the Commissionerfi in that C\'ent are authorized to per
form the nccpssary work iu rnakiug- and co11,pi('t.i11µ; sai,l public. 
irnprov,•nwnt.s on the besr terms po~sibl1•, all(\ a.!. the lriw,.,st. eos1.s 
through the public works d~partment or olhcr appr,.,priati, depart
ment of the• ·Town of :.Vladeiru Bea<,h. 

l::icrtion 41. · All vublic notiees rl'quircd t.o be 1mblishPd by 1he 
provisions of this Charter or any ortlinanee adopted hereunder, 
may be published in any daily or weekly uewspapcr pnhlishccl in 

. the County <>f Pinellas and baYing a general eirculution in the 
Town of Madeira B,1aeh. 

Section 42. All ordinances of the Town of l\fod,.-ira Beach in 
force aud effect at the time thi~ Aci becomes effectiYe wl1ieh are 
uot inconsistent with the provisions of this Charter l,e and the 
same arc hereby ratified, validated and ecinfirrrwd. 

Section •13. All laws or parts of laws in conflict wi1J1 the pro
visions of this Act be and the same arc liere\Jy tcpcalcd. 

Section 44. In the event any section, portion or proYisiou of this 
Act shall be held to be un(1onstitutio11al or inoperative, it shall in 
no wise affect the remainil1g valid portions hereof. 

Se<•tiou 45. This Act shall not hceomci effcet.ive until and unless 
t.he same be ratified by a majority of tlic c1ualified <!ieetors of the 
Town of i\Iadcira Be.aeh voting in an election called and held for 
the purpose of l'atification or rejection hereof, in t.hc ma1m<•r pro
YideJ by law for the calliug and holding of spcdal cl;•ct.i(ll1s in saicl 
1'own. In the event of the ratificar.io11 of this Act, the ~arne shall 
become effective immediately upon the official cletct·minat.ion of 
said ra1ifi<:ation. The submission of other measures for approval 
or rejection at the same special election in which this Act is sub
mitted fur rat.iii.cation or rejection, shall in no way be considered 
to inYalida1e or render void tl1e spe,iial electi.on i11 which the rati
fication or rejection of this Act is submitted. 

Became a law without the Gove1·nor's approval. 

}'iled in Office Sccretarr of State June 13, 1949. 
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CHAl''l'BR 25f>H:!-(Ko. 9D'i) 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1:1~0 

AN AC'!' Expressly Authorizing and Empowering the Town of 
Madeira Beach, Florida, by R€solutiou or Ordinance of the 'l'c,wn 
Commission or Other Governing Body. to Determine, Fix, P1·e~cril,<' 
ant.l J~st.ahlisli frorn 'l'ime t.o 'l'ir111!, th,, l<'is<:al Y car or t:iaid Town; 
Repealing A II Laws or Parts of Law~ in Conflict Ht)rcwith; and 
Requiring the Submission of This .Act to the Electorate of the 
Town of )ll!deira Beach, l•'lorida, for Its .-\.ppro\"al or Hejcetion, 
and Subject to Said :Appro\"al, Providing for the Effective Date 
of This Act. 

Be It Enacted by tli6 Legi~laiU;re of the Slate of Plori,da.: 

Section 1. That ihe 'l'owu of llladeira Beach, acli11g- by and 
through its Town Commission or other governing body, Le, antl it is 
l1ercby expressly authoriz~d a.nd empowered by resol utiou or ordin
nnce, from time to time, to determine, fix, prcserihe ancl t!S1 ,ililish the 
fiscal year of said town, anr! in so d_oing- it shaiJ determine when said 
fiscal year shall begin and end. 

Section 2. That all laws or pans of. Jaws in c:011ilict Ji.,n·with he 
and the same are hereby repealed. 

Section 3. This .A.et shall uot become effoetivc until and 1.mlcsti 
I.he same be ratified by a majority of t-lic qualified cle,•tor;; of the 
'l'owr, of :\1adeira Beach voting in an election called and held for _tltc 
purpose of ratification or rejection hereof in the manner proYide<l 
by Jaw for the calling and holding of special elections in said town. 
In the event of the ratifieation of this .Act the same shnll br.eome 
effective immediately upon the official dcterruina.tion of said ratifi
cation. The submission of other measures for approYal or re,ie~tion 
at the same special election in which this Aet is snhmittetl for r1.ni
ficat:io11 or reject.ion shrill in no way be consitlercd to inYalir.latc or 
render Yoid the special election in which t.hc ratificatio11 ,,1· rcj,)c•tion 
of this Act is submitted. 

Section 4. Subject to the limitations anci r.ontlitions as to the 
effecth·eness and effective date of this Act as contained in Sc~tion ,1 
hereof, this Act shall l1ecomc a law immediately upon its pass:-1ge nud 
approval by the Governor, or upon its becoming a la II" wit:hou1 such 

. approval. 
Became a law wit-hout the Governor's appro,·al. 
I<'ilcd in Office Sec1·etar.r of State ,June 13, 19411. 
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