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Chapter 102 SIGNS1 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 

Sec. 102-1. Purpose. 

The purpose and intent of this chapter is to establish a set of standards for the structural design, fabrication 
and erection, use, maintenance, and alteration of signs, symbols, markings or advertising devices within the city. 
The standards of this chapter are designed to protect and promote the health, safety, and welfare of persons 
within the city by providing regulations which allow and encourage creativity, effectiveness, and flexibility in the 
design and use of such devices while promoting traffic safety and avoiding an environment that encourages visual 
blight. The sign regulations in this section are not intended to censor speech or to regulate viewpoints, but instead 
are intended to regulate the secondary effects of speech and especially insofar as those secondary effects may 
adversely affect aesthetics and traffic and pedestrian safety, and to accomplish the following:  

Encourage the effective use of signs as a means of communications in the city:  

(1) Maintain and enhance the visual and aesthetic environment and thereby the city's ability to attract 
sources of economic development and growth, including enhancing the tourism industry;  

(2) Foster the integration of signage with architectural and landscape designs;  

(3) Preserve, conserve, protect, and enhance the aesthetic quality, historic resources, and scenic beauty of 
the city;  

(4) Lessen the visual clutter that may otherwise be caused by the proliferation, improper placement, 
illumination, animation, excessive height, and excessive size (area) of signs which compete for the 
attention of pedestrian and vehicular traffic;  

(5) Minimize the possible adverse effect of signs on nearby public and private property, specially regulated 
districts and environmentally sensitive resources and habitats:  

(6) Regulate the appearance and design of signs in a manner that promotes and enhances the 
beautification of the city and that compliments the natural surroundings in recognition of this city's 
reliance on its natural surroundings and beautification efforts in retaining economic advantage for its 
resort community, as well as, for its major office and industrial parks, gateways, downtown and 
waterfront areas, and overlay districts;  

 

1Editor's note(s)—Ord. No. 1126, § 1, adopted July 8, 2008, repealed and reenacted chapter 102 in its entirety to 
read as herein set out. Formerly, chapter 102 pertained to similar subject matter, and derived from the Code 
of 1982, §§ 20-1001—20-1020, 20-1022, 20-1023; Ord. No. 947, § 1, adopted July 3, 2001, and Ord. No. 
1111, § 6, adopted May 8, 2007.  

Cross reference(s)—Buildings and building regulations, ch. 14; zoning, ch. 110.  

State law reference(s)—Sign regulations, Florida Statutes § 166.0425; outdoor advertising, Florida Statutes ch. 479.  
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(7) Allow signs that are compatible with their surroundings and aid orientation, while precluding the 
placement of signs that contribute to sign clutter or that conceal or obstruct adjacent land uses or 
signs;  

(8) Improve pedestrian and traffic safety;  

(9) Regulate signs in a manner so as to not interfere with, obstruct the vision of or distract motorists, 
bicyclists or pedestrians;  

(10) Except to the extent expressly preempted by state or federal law, ensure that signs are constructed, 
installed and maintained in a safe and satisfactory manner, and protect the public from unsafe signs;  

(11) Encourage and allow signs that are appropriate to the land use atlas district in which they are located 
and consistent with the category of use and function to which they pertain;  

(12) Curtail the size and number of signs to the minimum reasonably necessary to identify a residential or 
business location and the nature of any such business;  

(13) Establish sign size in relationship to the scale of the lot and building on which the sign is to be placed or 
to which it pertains;  

(14) Preclude signs from conflicting with the principal permitted use of the site and adjoining signs;  

(15) Allow for traffic control devices consistent with national standards and whose purpose is to promote 
highway safety and efficiency by providing for the orderly movement of road users on streets and 
highways, and that notify road users of regulations and provide warning and guidance needed for the 
safe, uniform and efficient operation of all elements of the traffic stream;  

(16) Protect property values by precluding to the maximum extent possible sign types that create a 
nuisance to the occupancy or use of other properties as a result of their size, height, illumination, 
brightness, or movement;  

(17) Protect property values by ensuring that sign types as well as the number of signs, are in harmony with 
buildings, neighborhoods, and conforming signs in the area;  

(18) Streamline the approval process by requiring master signage plans; and  

(19) Enable the fair and consistent enforcement of these sign regulations.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08; Ord. No. 2018-14 , § 1, 12-11-18; Ord. No. 2020-02 , § 1, 3-24-20) 

Sec. 102-2. Applicability; effect. 

A sign may be erected, placed or established, painted, created or maintained in the city only in conformance 
with the standards, procedures and presumptions and other requirements of this chapter.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08) 

Sec. 102-3. Applicability of other code or regulatory requirements. 

(a) Signs or other advertising structures shall be constructed and maintained in strict conformity with the 
current Florida Building Code, subsequent amendments and editions and with minor local changes, which 
has been adopted as the building code of the city.  

(b) The current National Electrical Code, and any subsequent editions and amendments, with minor local 
changes, which has been adopted as the electrical code of the city. Accordingly, all illuminated and/or 
electrically activated signs shall conform to the requirements of the National Electrical Code.  
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(c) In the event any provisions of this chapter are in conflict with other applicable requirements, the more 
restrictive requirements shall apply.  

(d) The following provisions are content neutral, are not based on the text or message on the sign, and do not in 
any way limit the right to substitute a free expression message (including a political message) for any on a 
lawfully erected sign and for the duration that the sign is permitted.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08; Ord. No. 2018-14 , § 1, 12-11-18) 

Sec. 102-4. Administrative responsibility. 

It shall be the responsibility of the city building official, or a designee of the city manager, to administer and 
enforce the supervision of this chapter. Appeals regarding the administration of the sign code may be made to the 
special magistrate within 30 days of the administrative decision for administration of code provision not pertaining 
to the building. The appeal may be made by filing an appeal application with a letter or other written document 
setting forth a description of the alleged error and the applicable provisions of this section or the LDRs pertaining 
to the administrative official's order, action, decision, determination, requirement, or failure to act. The special 
magistrate shall hold a hearing within 30 days of the date of receipt of the written appeal and shall render a 
written decision within 15 days following the close of the hearing. The special magistrates decision shall be final.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08; Ord. No. 2018-14 , § 1, 12-11-18) 

Sec. 102-5. Signs specifically prohibited. 

The following signs are expressly prohibited from use and or display in the city unless otherwise provided by 
this chapter:  

(1) Waterway signs are not allowed in or upon any body of water within the limits of the city except for 
approved regulatory or warning signs. As used herein, the term waterway signs does not include dock 
signs. Dock signs are regulated by section 102-152.  

(2) Abandoned signs.  

(3) Banners including pennants, searchlights, twirling signs, and sidewalk or curb signs. However, one 
banner sign not to exceed three feet by 16 feet and one flutter sign per 50 feet of frontage may be 
displayed for a maximum of 60 days by new businesses (not including a change of ownership) from the 
time a permit is issued for new construction or remodeling until 30 days after a local business tax 
receipt has been issued.  

(4) Snipe sign.  

(5) Temporary signs, constructed of cloth, canvas, cardboard, wallboard, plywood, plastic, metal or other 
material with or without a rigid frame intended to be displayed for short periods of time. This provision 
shall not be construed to prohibit those specific temporary signs authorized elsewhere in this chapter, 
such as sections 102-49(7) and 102-155.  

(6) Flashing or animated signs.  

(7) Window signs when an aggregate sign area covers more than 25 percent of the total window surface 
area.  

(8) Signs on bus shelters and benches.  

(9) Three dimensional objects which are used as signs to include inflatable balloons.  

(10) Portable signs.  
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(11) Off-site signs.  

(12) Billboards.  

(13) Vehicle signs, (i.e. signs on vehicles or vessels or other self propelled objects in which a significant 
purpose for the use of the vehicle or vessel is to display the sign) or portable trailer signs. This provision 
also prohibits vehicle sign, when the vehicle is not "regularly used in the conduct of the business or 
activity," and  

a. Is visible from a street right-of-way within 100 feet of the vehicle, and  

b. Is parked for more than two consecutive business hours or during off business hours within 100 
feet of any street right-of-way.  

(14) Any sign which:  

a. Contains any obscene or pornographic statements, words or pictures.  

b. Employs motion picture projection or has visible moving parts or gives the Illusion of motion.  

c. Emits audible sound, vapor, smoke, odors, particles or gaseous matter  

d. Obstructs, conceals, hides, imitates or otherwise obscures any official traffic or government sign, 
signal or device.  

e. Has unshielded illuminated devices which produce glare or are a hazard or nuisance to motorist 
or occupants of adjacent properties.  

f. Has a lighting or control mechanism, which causes radio, television or other communication 
interference.  

g. Projects over a public street, alley, sidewalk, or other public space, including right-of-way unless 
installed by, or under the direction of a governmental agency and consistent with design 
standards contained herein or in special district or individual development orders.  

h. Is located or constructed in such a manner as to obstruct free and clear vision at an intersection 
or vehicular traffic in general.  

(15) Building murals without a permit or containing any words, or obscene, reflective, moving or lighted 
material.  

(16) Signs painted or attached to seawalls/retaining walls along any water body, public utility poles, or 
trees~  

(17) Computerized signs (other than those erected by government for public and safety notices), with 
animated display, running copy or copy which changes. Signs that display time and temperature only 
may be permitted provided the signs are (a) low profile (do not exceed six feet in height), and (b) have 
not received a variance for sign or message dimensions and (c) the area devoted to the moving copy 
does not exceed one square foot. Additional landscaping and locational standards may apply.  

(18) Air inflatable signs, wind-activated signs, air-dancer signs, sky dancer signs displayed in any exterior 
location, except for non-profit events lasting no longer than 72 hours when such signs are permitted as 
an element of the special events permit and placed so as to avoid distraction of drivers and 
interference with vision triangles.  

(19) Flutter signs except a maximum of one per 50 feet of linear frontage may be displayed for a maximum 
of 60 days by new businesses (not including a change of ownership) from the time a permit is issued for 
new construction or remodeling until 90 days after a local business tax receipt has been issued. Those 
in place and compliant as of the adoption of the ordinance from which this section derives may remain 
until June 11, 2019.  
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(20) Commercial mascots, meaning any person, robot or animal costumed or decorated to function as a 
sign including "sign twirlers," "sign clowns," human sandwich boards," "sign walkers" or "sign holders."  

(21) Three-dimensional objects that are used as signs.  

(22) Lit signs in violation of standards and definitions regarding artificial light sources in Sea Turtle 
Conservation Zone. (For environmental standards regulating activities in the Sea Turtle Conservation 
Zone, see Sec. 110-504).  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08; Ord. No. 1165, § 2, 8-10-10; Ord. No. 2015-04, § 3, 6-9-15; Ord. No. 2018-14 , § 1, 12-
11-18; Ord. No. 2020-02 , § 1, 3-24-20) 

Sec. 102-6. Computation of dimensions. 

(a) Computation of sign area. The area of a sign shall be computed on the basis of the smallest square, circle, 
rectangle, other geometric figure, or combination thereof, that will encompass the extreme limits of the 
writing, representation, emblem, lighting, or other display, together with any material, color, or border trim 
forming an integral part of the background of the display or used to differentiate the sign from the backdrop 
or structure against which it is placed. The computation of a sign area does not include any framework, 
bracing, fence or wall that is reasonably necessary to support the sign.  

(b) Computation of sign height. The height of a freestanding sign shall be computed as the distance from the 
base of the sign at ground level to the top of any portion of the sign structure. In cases where the ground 
level cannot reasonably be determined, sign height shall be derived on the assumption that the elevation of 
the ground at the base of the sign is equal to the average elevation at the front property line of the zone lot.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08) 

Sec. 102-7. Maintenance of signs. 

(a) An abandoned sign is prohibited and shall be removed by the property owner of land upon which such sign is 
found after 15 days written notice by the building official or the city manager's designee. Permanent on-site 
signs applicable to a business undergoing change of ownership or management shall not be deemed 
abandoned unless the property remains vacant for a period of 90 days.  

(b) All signs regulated by this chapter, including their supports, braces, guides and anchors shall be maintained 
to present a neat and clean appearance. Painted areas and sign surfaces shall be kept in good condition. 
Illumination, if provided shall be maintained in safe and working order.  

(c) Weeds and grasses shall be cut and maintained for a distance of ten feet around the sign.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08) 

Sec. 102-8. Signs on right-of-way. 

(a) No sign other than those specifically authorized by subsections 102-49(13)c. and 102-49(15) shall be placed 
within a public right-of-way within the city unless said sign was so installed by, or at the direction of, a 
governmental agency. Any sign in violation of this section shall be subject to immediate removal and 
impounding by the building official or a designee of the city manager.  

(b) The building official may cause any sign which is an immediate peril to persons or property to be removed 
immediately.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08) 



 
 

 
    Created: 2023-11-08 10:35:45 [EST] 
(Supp. No. 29) 

 
Page 6 of 18 

Sec. 102-9. Posting on private property; proximity to electrical wires; preventing ingress and 
egress; illuminated signs. 

(a) No person shall attach a sign of any kind to any private wall, door, gate, fence or other private structure 
except with the written permission of the owner or lessee or his authorized agent. No person shall place a 
sign of any kind on private property without the permission of the owner or lessee or his authorized agent. 
Any sign placed in violation of this subsection may be removed by the property owner, lessee or authorized 
agent.  

(b) No sign shall be erected closer than five feet to any overhead electrical wires.  

(c) No sign shall be installed, erected, or relocated so as to prevent free ingress and egress from any door or fire 
escape from a structure or premises. No sign of any kind shall be attached to or painted on a standpipe or 
fire escape.  

(d) Illuminated signs, including neon signs, shall not produce more than five footcandles of illumination four feet 
from the sign, when measured from the base of such sign.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08; Ord. No. 2018-14 , § 1, 12-11-18) 

Sec. 102-10. Posting on government property; regulation. 

No sign shall be placed upon government property unless so placed by, or at the express direction of, the 
governmental agency. As used herein, government property shall include, but is not limited to, property owned by 
the city, county, state, school district or federal governments or any agency thereof.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08; Ord. No. 2018-14 , § 1, 12-11-18) 

Sec. 102-11. Severability. 

(a) Generally. If any part, section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, phrase, clause, term or word 
of this chapter is declared unconstitutional by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent 
jurisdiction, the declaration of such unconstitutionality shall not affect any other part, section, subsection, 
paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, phrase, clause, term or word of this chapter.  

(b) Severability where less speech results. Without diminishing or limiting in any way the declaration of 
severability set forth in subsection (a), or elsewhere in this chapter, this Code, or any adopting ordinance, if 
any part, section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, phrase, clause, term or word of this 
chapter is declared unconstitutional by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, 
the declaration of such unconstitutionality shall not affect any other part, section, subsection, paragraph, 
subparagraph, sentence, phrase, clause, term or word of this chapter even if such severability would result in 
a situation where there would be less speech, whether by subjecting previously exempt signs to permitting 
or otherwise.  

(c) Severability of provisions pertaining to prohibiting signs. Without diminishing or limiting in any way the 
declaration of severability set forth in subsection (a), or elsewhere in this chapter, this Code, or any adopting 
ordinance, if any part, section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, phrase, clause, term or word 
of this chapter, or any other law is declared unconstitutional by the valid judgment or decree of any court of 
competent jurisdiction, the declaration of such unconstitutionality shall not affect any other part, section, 
subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, phrase, clause, term or word of this chapter that pertains to 
prohibited signs, including specifically those signs and sign types prohibited and not allowed under section 
102-5. Furthermore, if any part, section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, phrase, clause, 
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term or word of section 102-5 is declared unconstitutional by the valid judgment or decree of any court of 
competent jurisdiction, the declaration of such unconstitutionality shall not affect any other part, section, 
subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, phrase, clause, term or word of section 102-5.  

(d) Severability of prohibitions on billboards. If any if any part, section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, 
sentence, phrase, clause, term or word of this chapter, and/or any other Code provision, and/or laws are 
declared invalid or unconstitutional by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, 
the declaration of such unconstitutionality shall not affect the prohibition on billboards as contained in 
subsection 102-5(14), or elsewhere.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 3, 7-8-08) 

Editor's note(s)—Ord. No. 1126, § 3, adopted July 8, 2008, did not specify manner of inclusion; hence, inclusion as 
section 102-11 is at the discretion of the editor.  

Secs. 102-12—102-30. Reserved. 

ARTICLE II. ADMINISTRATION 

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 

Secs. 102-31—102-45. Reserved. 

DIVISION 2. PERMIT 

Sec. 102-46. Required. 

(a) No person shall, upon any private property within the city, paint, erect, demolish, alter, rebuild, enlarge, 
extend, relocate, attach to, suspend from or support by a building or structure, any sign unless a permit for 
such sign has been issued by the building official or unless such sign has specifically been exempted from 
permit requirements.  

(b) No permit shall be required to change the copy or message on signs which are specifically designed for use of 
replaceable copy.  

(c) No person shall erect, construct, maintain, alter, relocate, demolish, repair or paint or do any work upon a 
sign for which a permit has not been obtained.  

(d) Repairs on existing signs of a structural nature shall require a separate permit. Simple nonstructural 
maintenance of a sign shall not require a permit.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08; Ord. No. 2018-14 , § 1, 12-11-18) 

Sec. 102-47. Permitting procedures. 

In order to obtain a permit to erect, remove, demolish, alter or relocate any sign under the provisions of this 
chapter, an applicant shall submit to the building official the following information:  

(1) The name, address and telephone number of the:  



 
 

 
    Created: 2023-11-08 10:35:45 [EST] 
(Supp. No. 29) 

 
Page 8 of 18 

a. Owner and lessee of the sign.  

b. Sign contractor or erector of the sign.  

(2) The legal description and the street address of the property upon which the sign is to be erected.  

(3) Other information as required by the building official including a site plan, elevation drawings of the 
proposed sign and identification of the type and location of all existing signs on the subject parcel.  

(4) A site plan showing the location of the building, structure or lot to which or upon which the sign or 
structure is to be attached or erected.  

(5) Drawings certified by a state registered engineer or a state registered architect of the plans and 
specifications showing methods of construction and attachment to the building or the ground. Plans on 
file with the building official may be used to satisfy the engineering requirements of this section.  

(6) A copy certified by a state registered engineer or a state registered architect of stress diagrams and 
calculations showing that the structure is designed for all required loading.  

(7) All the information required to obtain an electrical permit for illuminated signs.  

(8) Approval by the owner or lessee of the building, structure or land on which a sign is to be erected.  

(9) The building official shall determine to issue or deny said permit within 30 days of the submission of a 
complete application for the permit. The building official may deny a permit only for failure to 
completely comply with this chapter or any other applicable law, rule or regulation. In the event the 
building official falls to act within said 30-day period, the permit shall be deemed granted.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08; Ord. No. 2018-14 , § 1, 12-11-18) 

Sec. 102-48. Permit limitations. 

(a) An application for a permit for any proposed work shall be deemed abandoned six months after the date of 
filing. The building official may grant one or more extensions of time for periods not exceeding 90 days each, 
if the applicant can provide cause for the request of extension.  

(b) Every permit issued shall become invalid if the work authorized by such permit is not commenced within six 
months after its issuance, or if the work authorized by such permit is suspended or abandoned for a period 
of six months after the time the work is commenced; the building official may grant one or more extensions 
of the time limits set forth in this section upon showing of good cause. As used herein, the term good cause 
shall mean verifiable reasons, such as serious illness or incapacity as well as economic circumstances making 
performance practically impossible. The determination as to whether good cause has been established shall 
be in the sole discretion of the building official. Any extensions of these time limits shall be in writing signed 
by the building official.  

(c) Before any permit is issued upon the provisions of this chapter, the applicant shall pay a fee as provided and 
adopted by resolution by the board of commissioners.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08) 

Sec. 102-49. Signs excluded from permitting. 

The following signs are expressly excluded from the provisions of this chapter. No permits shall be required 
for the erection, painting, papering, construction or modification of these excluded signs on private property.  
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(1) Decals affixed to or signs painted on store equipment, fuel pumps or other types of vending equipment 
used for dispensing retail products.  

(2) Decals affixed to or signs painted or affixed to store windows covering less than five percent of the 
total aggregate store window area.  

(3) Building marker, tablets or plaques not exceeding two square feet.  

(4) One residential identification sign, professional name plate or occupational sign for each establishment 
not exceeding two square feet aggregate sign area. This sign shall denote only the name of the 
occupant, the occupant's profession, the street and/or number of the premises.  

(5) Address numbers on residential and commercial buildings.  

(6) Signs wholly within a building not visible from a public right-of-way.  

(7) Temporary signs in residential districts erected on private property for up to 24 hours on the day in 
which a yard sale or garage sale is conducted upon said property so long as said signs do not exceed 
four square feet in sign area which shall be as provided in section 110-559.  

(8) Signs installed by or under the direction of a governmental agency, traffic signs, legal notices, danger 
signs, and temporary emergency signs. Notwithstanding the foregoing, traffic control signs installed by 
nongovernmental entities shall comply with the uniform traffic control code.  

(9) Statutory notice or warning signs, including but not limited to no trespassing, private property and bad 
dog or other animal warning signs permitted in any zoning classification provided that the area of the 
sign does not exceed four square feet. The maximum number of signs shall be four.  

(10) A maximum of two three-foot by five-foot flags may be displayed.  

(11) Signs attached to or painted on motor vehicles. Such signs shall not extend beyond the normal 
configuration of the vehicle, except for thickness of sign and minor variations caused by signs attached 
to curved surfaces. This section shall not be construed to permit vehicle signs as defined in subsection 
102-5(15).  

(12) Up to four directional signs per site provided that each sign does not exceed four square feet in area.  

(13) One two-sided non illuminated sign per parcel during the time when said parcel is offered for sale or 
lease, however if the parcel is located on a corner lot two signs, one for each street frontage are 
allowed subject to the following maximum sign area restrictions:  

a. No sign shall exceed four square feet of aggregate display area per sign face or be more than six 
feet in height.  

b. Signs shall be removed within seven days after the sale or lease transaction is completed.  

c. Signs may be placed on rights-of-way a minimum of three feet from curbs or if applicable, 
sidewalks, provided they do not constitute a hazard or interfere with traffic visibility as 
determined by the building official or the city manager's designee. If a curb or sidewalk does not 
exist, the signs may be placed a minimum of three feet from the edge of the pavement, provided 
they do not constitute a hazard or interfere with traffic visibility.  

(14) Two signs may be erected on a site where building construction or remodeling is in progress. Each sign 
shall be limited to 32 square feet of sign area, provided the signs shall be removed from the site within 
seven days of the completion of the construction. The city manager shall be solely responsible for 
determining if construction is completed.  
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(15) For the period commencing 60 days in advance of any public election to be conducted within the city 
through seven days after the conclusion of said public election, signs may be placed on private 
property, provided that they comply with section 102-194.  

(16) No more than one A-frame (sandwich board) sign, not exceeding 32 inches wide and 48 inches high, 
which shall remain on private property and shall only be displayed when the business is open.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08; Ord. No. 2015-04, § 4, 6-9-15; Ord. No. 2018-14 , § 1, 12-11-18) 

Sec. 102-50. Fees. 

The permit fees shall be as provided in a resolution adopted by the board of commissioners.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08) 

Sec. 102-51. Payment of other charges required. 

No permit provided for in this chapter shall be issued until the applicant has paid in full any outstanding 
charges, fees, interest, fines or penalties owed by the applicant to the city under any section of the Code.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08) 

Secs. 102-52—102-70. Reserved. 

DIVISION 3. NONCONFORMANCES 

Sec. 102-71. Existing signs; conformance, elimination or repair. 

(a) A sign which was legally erected or installed and was in existence as of November 6, 2018, and which was 
constructed in accordance with the ordinances and other applicable laws in effect on the permit date, but 
which by reason of its size, height, location, design, or construction is not in conformance with the 
requirements of this chapter, shall be deemed nonconforming, but grandfathered.  

(b) Except as otherwise stated in this chapter, the owner of any site or other premises on which a sign exists that 
does not conform with the requirements of this chapter and for which there is no current and valid sign 
permit shall be obligated to remove such sign or bring it into conformity with the requirements of this 
chapter on or before May 6, 2019, except for cases where such sign is found to pose a threat to health or 
safety per the Florida Building Code, which sign shall be removed immediately or be subject to code 
compliance action.  

(c) Signs which are grandfathered pursuant to subsection (a) may remain in place and be maintained under the 
provisions of this section, provided that no action is taken which increases the extent of the nonconformity. 
A change in the information on the face of an existing grandfathered nonconforming sign is allowed. 
Grandfathered nonconforming signs shall be eliminated or made to conform with the requirements of this 
chapter when any proposed change, repair, or maintenance would constitute an expense of more than 25 
percent of the original value or replacement value of the sign, whichever is greater.  

(d) A building or site, which is improved or redeveloped at a cost in excess of 50 percent of the assessed value of 
the existing building or site shall require any grandfathered nonconforming sign which is located on or is part 
of such building or site to conform to these regulations.  
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(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08; Ord. No. 2018-14 , § 1, 12-11-18) 

Sec. 102-72. Removal of portable signs. 

Any portable sign located on a public right-of-way, may be removed by the city without notification to the 
owner or other person or persons having control, custody, or obtaining benefit from such sign. Any such sign 
removed under this section shall be stored by the city for a period not to exceed five days, and may be reclaimed 
by such person within such five-day period after paying an administrative fee of $50.00. Any such sign may be 
destroyed by the city if not claimed within five days of its removal by the city.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08) 

Secs. 102-73—102-90. Reserved. 

ARTICLE III. REGULATIONS 

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 

Secs. 102-91—102-105. Reserved. 

DIVISION 2. FOR SPECIFIC ZONING DISTRICT2 

Subdivision I. R-1, Single-Family Residential, R-2, Low Density Residential Districts 

Sec. 102-106. Signs located at subdivision entrances. 

One permanent sign may be located at each entrance of the platted subdivision, provided that all of the 
following requirements are met:  

(1) Such signs shall be so placed only by the homeowner's association for said subdivision or by such other 
authorized representative of the property owners within said subdivision.  

(2) The sign shall not create a physical or visual hazard for pedestrians or motorists entering or leaving the 
subdivision.  

(3) An individual firm, partnership, association, corporation or other legal entity shall be designated as the 
person responsible for the perpetual maintenance of the sign.  

(4) The sign shall not exceed four feet in height when measured from the grade of the street nearest the 
base of the sign to the top of the sign.  

(5) The sign shall not exceed 20 square feet in aggregate display area unless attached to a wall in which 
case it may have up to 50 square feet in aggregate display area.  

 
2Cross reference(s)—Zoning, ch. 10.  
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(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08) 

Sec. 102-107. Home signs. 

In addition to the signs otherwise permitted by this chapter, one nonlighted flat mounted wall or window 
sign not exceeding two square feet in area shall be permitted on the street front of the principal structure if a local 
business tax receipt has been issued for that structure.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08) 

Secs. 102-108—102-125. Reserved. 

Subdivision II. R-3, Multifamily Residential District 

Sec. 102-126. Entrance signs. 

One wall or ground sign may be located at each entrance of a multifamily residential development, provided 
that all of the following requirements are met:  

(1) Ground signs shall not exceed two square feet in aggregate display area for each dwelling unit up to 
and including 16 units. In no event shall the sign exceed 32 square feet in aggregate display area and 
no single sign face shall exceed 16 square feet. Wall signs may have up to 50 square feet in aggregate 
display area.  

(2) Ground signs shall not exceed six feet in height when measured from the grade of the street nearest to 
the base of the sign to the top of the sign.  

(3) Ground signs shall be set back 15 feet from the right-of-way and ten feet from side yard property lines.  

(4) Signs shall be so placed only by the residents' association for said multifamily development or by such 
other authorized representative of the property owners within said development.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08) 

Sec. 102-127. Tourist dwellings/commercial. 

(a) Pole or ground sign. One ground or pole sign is permitted for each single or multi-occupancy parcel having a 
frontage of 500 feet or less on a public street. Electronic reader boards shall not be placed upon ground or 
pole signs. For parcels with a public street frontage in excess of 500 feet, one additional ground or pole sign 
shall be permitted. Additional signs will be spaced at least 300 feet from the other.  

(b) Area. The maximum allowable area for any sign regardless of occupancy shall not exceed 100 square feet of 
aggregate display area. No single face shall exceed 50 square feet.  

(c) Height. The height of signs shall be as follows:  

(1) Pole signs shall not exceed 15 feet in height.  

(2) Ground signs shall not exceed six feet in height when measured from the grade of the street nearest to 
the base of the sign to the top of the sign.  

(d) Setbacks. Pole signs and ground signs shall be setback a minimum of 15 feet from the right-of-way line and 
30 feet from the intersection of right-of-way lines.  
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(e) Clearance. Pole signs shall maintain a minimum ground clearance of eight feet, measured from the grade at 
the base of the sign to the bottom of the sign face.  

(f) Building signs. Building signs may be permitted, provided they do not exceed the maximum area permitted in 
sections 102-191 through 102-192. These signs include: integral roof, wall, marquees, canopy, awnings, 
electronic reader boards, and mansard signs.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08; Ord. No. 1165, § 3, 8-10-10; Ord. No. 2018-14 , § 1, 12-11-18) 

Secs. 102-128—102-145. Reserved. 

Subdivision III. Commercial Districts3 

Sec. 102-146. Pole signs or ground signs-general requirements. 

One ground or pole sign is permitted for each single or multi-occupancy parcel having frontage of 500 feet or 
less on a public street. If the lot has public street frontage in excess of 500 feet, one additional ground or pole sign 
shall be permitted. Electronic reader boards shall not be placed upon ground or pole signs. Additional signs will be 
spaced at least 300 feet from the other sign.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08; Ord. No. 1165, § 4, 8-10-10; Ord. No. 2018-14 , § 1, 12-11-18; Ord. No. 2020-02 , § 1, 3-
24-20) 

Sec. 102-147. Pole signs or ground signs—Area. 

(a) The maximum allowable sign area for each ground or pole sign for a single occupancy parcel shall not exceed 
12 square feet of aggregate display area plus one square foot of additional display area for each lineal foot of 
public street frontage of over 12 feet or 100 square feet of aggregate display area, whichever is less. No 
single face shall exceed 50 square feet.  

(b) The maximum allowable sign area for each ground or pole sign for multioccupancy parcels shall not exceed 
12 square feet of aggregate display area plus one square foot of additional display area for each lineal foot of 
public street frontage over 12 feet, along the street the sign faces, or 200 square feet of aggregate display 
area (including building signs) whichever is less. No single face shall exceed 100 square feet in aggregate sign 
area.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08; Ord. No. 2018-14 , § 1, 12-11-18; Ord. No. 2020-02 , § 1, 3-24-20) 

Editor's note(s)—Ord. No. 2020-02 , § 1, adopted March 24, 2020, amended § 102-147 and in so doing changed the 
title of said section from "Sign—Area" to "Pole signs or ground signs—Area," as set out herein.  

Sec. 102-148. Sign—Height. 

(a) Pole signs shall not exceed 25 feet in height.  

(b) Ground signs shall not exceed eight feet in height when measured from the grade of the street nearest the 
base of the sign to the top of the sign.  

 
3Cross reference(s)—Businesses, ch. 18.  
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(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08) 

Editor's note(s)—Ord. No. 2018-14 , § 1, adopted Dec. 11, 2018, amended § 102-148 and in so doing changed the 
title of said section from "Same—Height" to "Sign—Height," as set out herein.  

Sec. 102-149. Sign—Setbacks. 

(a) Pole signs shall be set back a minimum of ten feet from the right-of-way line and 30 feet from the 
intersection of right-of-way lines.  

(b) Ground signs shall be set back a minimum of 15 feet from right-of-way lines and 30 feet from the 
intersection of right-of-way lines.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08) 

Editor's note(s)—Ord. No. 2018-14 , § 1, adopted Dec. 11, 2018, amended § 102-149 and in so doing changed the 
title of said section from "Same—Setbacks" to "Sign—Setbacks," as set out herein.  

Sec. 102-150. Sign—Clearance. 

Pole signs shall maintain a minimum ground clearance of eight feet, measured from the grade at the base of 
the sign to the bottom of the sign face.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08) 

Editor's note(s)—At the direction of the city, § 102-150 is being amended to change the title of said section from 
"Same—Clearance" to "Sign—Clearance," as set out herein.  

Sec. 102-151. Revolving signs. 

A revolving sign may only be used when the revolving sign replaces two or more ground or pole signs which 
would otherwise be permitted on the parcel. Revolving signs shall have an aggregate display area not to exceed 
100 square feet and no single face shall exceed 50 square feet. Revolving signs will maintain the same height, 
setback and clearance requirements for pole signs.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08) 

Sec. 102-152. Dock signs. 

Dock signs will be permitted on or adjacent to all commercial docks under the following conditions:  

(1) The use of the dock must comply with an approved principal permitted use.  

(2) The maximum allowable signage on a single dock will be limited to 16 square feet in total area.  

(3) The total height of all signs, including the support posts, will be limited to ten feet from grade.  

(4) All signs shall comply with section 102-47 regarding permitting procedures.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08) 

Sec. 102-153. Flags. 

Flags shall be considered as part of the computation of the allowable area for pole, ground or revolving signs.  
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(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08) 

Sec. 102-154. Building signs. 

The building signs may be permitted, provided the cumulative area does not exceed the maximum area 
permitted in sections 102-191 through 102-192. These signs include integral roof, wall, marquees, canopy, 
awnings, electronic reader board, and mansard signs.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08; Ord. No. 1165, § 5, 8-10-10; Ord. No. 2018-14 , § 1, 12-11-18) 

Sec. 102-155. Temporary signs. 

Temporary signs may be erected in a public park or other public property, or on private property by the 
sponsor of a special event approved by the board of commissioners. Such signs shall not be erected in excess of 30 
days prior to each event and must be removed within two calendar days after conclusion of the event. Those 
individuals or entities sponsoring a special event and requesting signs must make written request to the city 
manager detailing the type of sign requested, location, duration of display and other information requested.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08; Ord. No. 2018-14 , § 1, 12-11-18) 

Sec. 102-156. Reserved. 

Editor's note(s)—Ord. No. 2018-14 , § 1, adopted Dec. 11, 2018, repealed former § 102-156 which pertained to 
temporary exemptions and derived from Ord. No. 2013-11, § 1, adopted Jan. 21, 2014; Ord. No. 2015-04, § 5, 
adopted June 9, 2015.  

Secs. 102-157—102-190. Reserved. 

DIVISION 3. TYPE OF SIGN 

Sec. 102-191. Electronic reader boards, wall, marquees, canopy, awnings and mansard signs. 

Electronic reader boards, wall, marquees, canopy, awnings and mansard signs shall be allowed for each 
establishment in all but residential zoning districts, provided that the regulations specified in section 102 71 and 
the following requirements are met:  

(1) A sign located on a wall, marquee, canopy or awning shall be affixed flat to the surface and shall not 
extend beyond the limits of the wall, marquee, canopy, or awning, except as provided in this section.  

(2) Awning signs shall not be illuminated externally. An electronic reader board shall not be illuminated 
during the hours the business is closed.  

(3) No marquee, electronic reader board, canopy or awning shall overhang public rights-of-way.  

(4) One electronic reader board, wall or mansard sign shall be permitted for each single occupancy having 
frontage on a public street. Corner parcels, or double frontage parcels, shall be allowed one sign per 
street frontage, but such sign shall not be combined for the purpose of placing the combined area on 
any one wall.  

(5) One electronic reader board, wall or mansard sign shall be permitted for each establishment in a 
multiple occupancy parcel. Establishments located at a corner shall be allowed one wall or mansard 



 
 

 
    Created: 2023-11-08 10:35:46 [EST] 
(Supp. No. 29) 

 
Page 16 of 18 

sign for each side of the establishment but shall not combine such signs for the purposes of placing the 
combined area on any one wall.  

(6) Each single occupant shall be allowed 12 square feet minimum aggregate signage. The maximum 
allowable display area for each wall or mansard sign shall not exceed 20 percent of the establishment's 
linear street frontage facing a public street or parking lot combined area of all wall, marquee, canopy, 
awning, mansard, and integral roof signs shall be 12 square feet plus one square foot of additional sign 
area for every one linear foot of frontage over 12 linear feet, up to 100 square feet, with up to a 
maximum of 50 square feet of aggregate per sign area. The maximum allowable display area for an 
electronic reader board shall not exceed one square foot of aggregate sign area.  

(7) One wall or mansard sign not exceeding 16 square feet shall be permitted per occupancy for 
identification of occupant within delivery areas.  

(8) Electronic reader board, wall, or mansard signs may not project beyond the roofline or sidewalls of any 
establishment to which the wall or mansard sign is attached; nor may the electronic reader board, wall 
or mansard sign project more than 12 inches from the face of the building or extend above the eave 
line of the building or extend into the public right-of-way.  

(9) Projecting signs may be substituted for the permanent wall or mansard signs, provided that the 
aggregate display area does not exceed 50 square feet. Projecting signs shall not extend from the face 
of the building wall more than four feet projecting signs shall not be located so that they extend above 
the roofline of the building. The supporting hardware of a projecting sign shall not be visible from the 
street or sidewalk. Projecting signs which extend over any pedestrian way shall be elevated with a 
minimum of eight feet above such pedestrian way. Projecting signs shall not be erected closer than ten 
feet from an interior lot line or an adjacent establishment. Electronic reader boards shall not be 
permitted as a projecting sign.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08; Ord. No. 1165, § 6, 8-10-10; Ord. No. 2018-14 , § 1, 12-11-18; Ord. No. 2020-02 , § 1, 3-
24-20) 

Editor's note(s)—Ord. No. 2018-14 , § 1, adopted Dec. 11, 2018, amended § 102-191 and in so doing changed the 
title of said section from "Electronic reader boards, animated, wall, marquees, canopy, awnings and mansard 
signs" to "Electronic reader boards, wall, marquees, canopy, awnings and mansard signs," as set out herein.  

Sec. 102-192. Integral roof signs. 

Integral roof signs shall be limited to one per establishment where the total combined area of all wall, 
marquee, canopy, awning, mansard, and integral roof signs shall not exceed 12 square feet plus one square foot of 
additional sign area for every one linear foot of frontage over 12 linear feet up to a maximum of 100 square feet. 
All roof signs shall be designed and/or engineered by a state registered architect or engineer who shall certify to 
the city that the sign, as erected or modified, complies with all applicable building codes.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08; Ord. No. 2018-14 , § 1, 12-11-18) 

Sec. 102-193. Signs while property is marketed for sale or lease. 

In addition to the signs otherwise permitted by this chapter, one sign on each street frontage for each realty 
company representing property therein may be placed upon multifamily, office or commercial structures or 
residential parcels comprising not less than ten dwelling units or lots while said property is marketed for sale or 
lease. These signs are subject to the following restrictions:  

(1) No sign shall exceed 32 square feet in total area.  
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(2) No sign shall be erected for longer than one year, subject to application for renewal.  

(3) The sign shall not impede safe traffic operation.  

(4) No sign shall exceed eight feet in height.  

(5) The sign shall be located a minimum of 12 feet away from the curb or edge of the pavement where no 
sidewalk exists and a minimum of ten feet beyond the sidewalk away from the road where a sidewalk 
exists.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08; Ord. No. 1135, § 1, 9-23-08; Ord. No. 2018-14 , § 1, 12-11-18) 

Sec. 102-194. Signs during election periods. 

(a) In addition to those otherwise allowed by this chapter, up to four signs may be erected on any private 
property commencing 60 days prior to any public election which will be held within the city through seven 
days after said public election, with no permit fee requirement. Such signs are allowed on private property, 
provided that:  

(1) Signs do not exceed four square feet in area each.  

(2) The property on which the sign is located has the permission or authorization of the owner or renter of 
the real property.  

(3) Signs are to be removed within seven days after the date of the election.  

(b) Larger signs, in addition to those otherwise allowed by this chapter may be erected on private property 
commencing 60 days prior to any public election which will be held within the city through seven days after 
said public election, with no permit fee required, provided that:  

(1) Each applicant may install no more than four larger signs in the city and no more than one per lot. No 
sign shall exceed 32 square feet in area. A double-sided sign shall be considered one sign with each 
side displaying a maximum of 16 square feet in area.  

(3) The applicant properly maintains his or her signs.  

(4) A sign erected pursuant to this section shall be placed on no more than four 4×4 pieces of wood 
secured in the ground and the bottom of the sign face shall be no more than four feet above the grade 
level adjacent.  

(c) The foregoing provisions do not limit the right to substitute a free expression message (including a political, 
commercial or non-commercial message) for any message that may otherwise appear on a lawfully erected 
sign.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08; Ord. No. 2018-14 , § 1, 12-11-18) 

Sec. 102-195. Beach/bay signs. 

Signs intended for viewing from the Gulf beach, Gulf waters or Boca Ciega Bay are limited to 20 square feet 
in area.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08) 
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Sec. 102-196. Substitution clause. 

The regulations set forth in this chapter shall be interpreted such that non-commercial or free expression 
copy may be substituted for commercial copy wherever copy or lettering appears on the sign.  

(Ord. No. 1126, § 1, 7-8-08; Ord. No. 2018-14 , § 1, 12-11-18) 
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