
Population
EDA Annual 

Operating Budget

Area Served 

(City/County)
# of Staff (FTE)

Marshall 13,710 $130,500 City 1.375

Albert Lea/ Freeborn 

County

17,703/ 

30,535 $1,200,000 City/County 2

Fairmont 10,126 $200,000 City 1

Faribault 23,750 $230,000 City

0-The Community and 

Economic Development 

Department provides 

staffing for the EDA.

Hutchinson 13,895 $173,950 City 1.5

New Ulm 13,238 $110,343 City 3

Northfield 20,084 $287,891 City 1.2

North Mankato 13,746 $80,000-$120,000 City 0.5

Owatonna 25,794



St. Peter 11,906 $77,643 City 0.75

Waseca 8,978 $83,069 City 1

Willmar/ Kandiyohi 

County 19,628/ 

42,743 $570,000 Kandiyohi County 3

Worthington/ Nobles 

County

13,247/ 

21,977 $192,693 Nobles County 2



Total Staff Salaries Notes Org Chart (Y/N)

85,000$                              
Chamber/City Partnership. City of Marshall 

contracts with the Chamber to provide EDA.

$150,000

The Albert Lea Economic Development Agency 

(ALEDA) is comprised of the Albert Lea Port 

Authority, Greater Jobs, Inc and Albert Lea 

Business Development Center. Today ALEDA 

serves as the mechanism where the county, city 

and the private sector work together for 

economic development in Albert Lea and 

Freeborn County. Combined operating budget 

(port authority and greater jobs) of 1.2 million. 

Context – we manage several properties and own 

buildings and land.

Executive Director, Assistant 

Executive Director – 

bookkeeping is outsourced. 

No admin assistant at this 

time but position has existed 

in the past at 30-36 

hrs/week 

94,011$                              

Employed by the City of Fairmont. Economic Development 

Coordinator reports to the 

City Administrator

 $0-The Community and 

Economic Development 

Department provides 

staffing for the EDA. 

Approx. $230,000 Operating  (the EDA requests 

the maximum EDA Levy). (The EDA also has a 

separate program budget of $1.12m. This is not 

an annual budget, but funding set aside for 

programming). 

Employs a Community & 

Economic Development 

Director and an Economic 

Development Coordinator

119,000$                            

1 Full-time Director, 1 Part-time EDA Program 

Manager. 

YES. Administratively I 

report directly to the City 

Administrator

137,337$                            

1 Full-time, 4 Part-time. # of staff and salaries 

does not include City Manager, who also acts as 

EDA Executive Director.

YES

90,025$                              

1 FTE – Economic Development Coordinator; 0.1 

FTE – Community Development Director; 0.1 FTE 

– Community Development Specialist. Staff falls 

under Community Development Director. 

(Sources of Revenue – Levy Authority and 

Investments) 

YES

N/A

We do not have an EDA, we have a Port 

Authority. The Port Authority has an annual 

budget of between 80-120K. John, Mike Fisher, 

clerical work

City staff perform the work.  

Commissioners receive a 

meeting stipend.  Less than 

10K per year.

Owatonna Partners for Economic Development



75,583$                              

$77,643 - This a portion of the total departmental 

budget of $184,000.  My office does planning, 

historic preservation, housing and economic 

development.  We also have joined Mankato, 

North Mankato, Eagle Lake, Lake Crystal, Blue 

Earth County and Nicollet County in forming the 

Regional Economic Development Allowance 

which does our joint marketing and promotions.  

Our dues to participate in REDA are included in 

the $77,643 number.                                                              

Our revolving loan fund was capitalized from 

flood and tornado disaster funding.  We got to 

keep the funds as they were repaid by the 

borrower.

We don’t have anything 

formal.  I report to the City 

Administrator directly.  My 

office assistant answers to 

both of us given that part of 

her time is attributed to the 

City Clerk.

$50,090

Staff support is provided for BEST of Waseca 

County, a countywide development organization, 

and for Discover Waseca Tourism.  On the more 

administrative side, staff support is given to help 

implement the community vision project and 

provide the City liaison for the 2020 Census.

Executive Director (City 

Manager) -> Economic 

Development coordinator 

(the full time position)

$230,000

In addition we contract for administrative 

support that provides a full-time person (and a 

part-time person as needed).  Does not include 

Willmar’s Planning & Development Services 

Director.

Kandiyohi County and City of 

Willmar Economic 

Development Commission.

$136,000

A public/Private partnership with majority of 

budget from public entities. Out of the $192,693 

operating budget $124,500 comes from public 

entities as follows: County 30K, City of 

Worthington $64.5K, and Worthington Public 

Utilities $30K. 

Worthington Regional 

Economic Development 

Corporation



Name Title Email

Tara Onken Director tara.onken@marshallmn.org

Phillip Johnson Executive Director phillipjohnson@growalbertlea.com

Linsey Preuss Coordinator lpreuss@fairmont.org

Deanna Kuennen

Community & Economic 

Development Director dkuennen@ci.faribault.mn.us

Miles Seppelt Director mseppelt@ci.hutchinson.mn.us

David Schnobrich Executive Director davids@newulmmn.gov

Nate Carlson Coordinator ncarlson@ci.northfield.mn.us

John Harrenstein

Executive Vice President/City 

Administrator johnharrenstein@northmankato.com

Troy Klecker

Community Development 

Director Troy.Klecker@ci.owatonna.mn.us

mailto:tara.onken@marshallmn.org
mailto:phillipjohnson@growalbertlea.com
mailto:lpreuss@fairmont.org
mailto:dkuennen@ci.faribault.mn.us
mailto:mseppelt@ci.hutchinson.mn.us
mailto:davids@newulmmn.gov
mailto:ncarlson@ci.northfield.mn.us
mailto:johnharrenstein@northmankato.com
mailto:Troy.Klecker@ci.owatonna.mn.us


Russ Wille

Community Development 

Director

russw@saintpetermn.gov/ 

cindym@saintpetermn.gov

Gary Sandholm Coordinator garys@ci.waseca.mn.us

Aaron Backman Executive Director aaron@kandiyohi.com

Abraham Algadi Executive Director invest@worthington-minnesota.com

mailto:russw@saintpetermn.gov/cindym@saintpetermn.gov
mailto:russw@saintpetermn.gov/cindym@saintpetermn.gov
mailto:garys@ci.waseca.mn.us
mailto:aaron@kandiyohi.com
mailto:invest@worthington-minnesota.com


Worthington 13,247

(Nobles County) 21,977

Alexandria 13,592

(Douglas County) -37,575

Marshall 13,710 $130,500 City 1.375 $85,000 

Population

EDA Annual 

Operating Budgets

Area Served 

(City/County) # of Staff (FTE)

Total Staff 

Salaries

New Ulm 13,238 $110,343 City 3 $137,337 

Kandiyohi County 42,743 $570,000 Kandiyohi County 3 $230,000 

Cloquet 11,938 $153,200 City 1 $87,000 

Fergus Falls 13,783 $125,000 City 1.5 $170,114 

$192,693 Nobles County 2 136,000

Brainerd 13,428 $125,000 City 0.5 Unknown

$345,000 County 2 $130,000 

Bemidji 15,366

Red Wing 16,412 $500,608 City 2 $150,000 

Hutchinson 13,895 $173,950 City 1.5 FTE $119,000 



Name

(Title)

Tara Onken

(Director)

David Schnobrich

(Exec. Director)

Aaron Backman

(Exec. Director)

Cassandra Torstenson

(City Administrator)

Dave Hengel

(Exec. Director)

Miles Seppelt

(Director)

Per Capita Notes

$9.52 

$8.34 

$13.34 

Does not include Willmar’s Planning & Development 

Services Director.

$12.83 

Holly Hansen 

(Director)

$9.07 

Non-profit Economic Development group called Greater 

Fergus Falls. The City has signed an economic 

development services agreement with this group and 

will contemplate funding going forward.

$8.77 

A public/Private partnership with majority of budget 

from public entities

$9.18 

Nicole Fernholz 

(Director)

$9.30 

No FT designation, but contract with Brainerd Lakes Area 

Economic Development Corporation to assist with ED 

activities (not included in #).

Abraham Algadi, Exec. 

Director WREDC

Andrew Bremseth 

(Exec. Director)

Part of the salary is paid from the Port Authority Budget.

Dan Rogness (Exec. 

Director)$30.50 

Emailed 3 times - no response.

$12.52 

http://web.alexandriamn.org/directory/directoryemailform.aspx?listingid=212
http://web.alexandriamn.org/directory/directoryemailform.aspx?listingid=212


Email

Tara.onken@marshallmn.org

davids@newulmmn.gov

hhansen@cloquetmn.gov

aaron@kandiyohi.com

nfernholz@alexmn.org

CTorstenson@ci.brainerd.mn.us

invest@worthington-minnesota.com

Andrew.Bremseth@ci.fergus-

falls.mn.us

Dan.Rogness@ci.red-wing.mn.us

mseppelt@ci.hutchinson.mn.us

dhengel@greaterbemidji.com

mailto:Tara.onken@marshallmn.org
mailto:davids@newulmmn.gov
mailto:hhansen@cloquetmn.gov
mailto:aaron@kandiyohi.com
mailto:nfernholz@alexmn.org
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mailto:invest@worthington-minnesota.com
mailto:Andrew.Bremseth@ci.fergus-falls.mn.us
mailto:Andrew.Bremseth@ci.fergus-falls.mn.us
mailto:Dan.Rogness@ci.red-wing.mn.us
mailto:mseppelt@ci.hutchinson.mn.us
mailto:dhengel@greaterbemidji.com

