
Care of Psychiatric Patient Algorithm 

 

 
Psychiatric Complaint, suicidal/homicidal ideation, suicide attempt, 

and/or self-harming behaviors 

asQ Suicide Screen performed during triage by 

nursing staff 

Acute positive screen Non-Acute positive screen Negative Screen 

Brief Suicide Safety 

Assessment completed by 

provider 

Brief Suicide Safety Assessment 

completed by provider to 

determine imminent risk of suicide 

and need for further evaluation 

Columbia Suicide Severity Scale 

by nursing staff 

1:1 Observation/monitoring every 30 min 

Environmental Patient Safety Checklist 

Perform search of patient belongings 

Transfer patient to acute inpatient 

psychiatric facility 

YES NO 

Complete Discharge Safety Plan with 

patient prior to discharge 

Discharge patient with discharge 

instructions, outpatient follow-up & 

resources 

Screening complete. No 

intervention is necessary. Continue 

with MSE and nursing assessment. 

All patients should have: 

 MSE to determine an EMC and any medical condition(s) contributing to 

presenting complaints 

 Nursing assessment to determine any medical condition(s) contributing to 

presenting complaints 

Observation/monitoring per order 

Environmental Patient Safety Checklist 

Perform search of patient belongings 


