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May 2, 2024 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of the United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

The Madera County Transportation Commission (MCTC) supports the County of 
Madera's application to the United States Department of Transportation's (USDOT) 
Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant Opportunity for the Madera State Route 41 
South Expressway Project. If approved, the funding will enable Caltrans and its 
partners to implement a significant project and promote smart and sustainable 
growth goals in the region. 

The project aims to enhance approximately 4.5 miles of SR 41, which is essential to 
modernizing the existing rural highway and delivering safe and efficient traffic 
operations for the region. The County is requesting $20 million in funding. 

The Madera State Route (SR) 41 South Expressway Project is located north of the 
Fresno-Madera County border in one of the fastest-growing communities in the San 
Joaquin Valley and Madera County. It is a critical commute corridor between rural 
eastern Madera County and employment centers in urban valley communities. 
Furthermore, it provides access to several remote and disadvantaged communities 
leading into the Sierra Nevada. Improved multimodal access is critical to ensuring 
reliable transportation for our most marginalized communities to job locations, 
healthcare, and other services. 

This project is a key part of Madera County's long-range Regional Transportation 
Plan and Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS). The Madera County 
RTP/SCS is a community driven planning document meant to guide Madera County 
towards a more sustainable future by providing all of those who live, work, or visit 
Madera County safe, accessible, and reliable transportation options. The Madera SR 
41 South Expressway Project is able to address many goals outlined in the RTP/SCS 
by delivering an array of transportation strategies able to address the regions 
multimodal needs. Additionally, this project will advance the goals outlined by 
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Madera County's Active Transportation Plan and Zero-Emission Vehicle Readiness 
and Implementation Plan. 

The project addresses climate risks through reduced Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT), 
improved air quality, promotion of non-motorized transportation options, and 
innovative stormwater management practices. It enhances traffic management 
capabilities with advanced Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) infrastructure, 
paving the way for future autonomous vehicle integration. The project also 
promotes zero-emission vehicles by installing signage directing travelers to Electric 
Vehicle (EV) Charging Stations along SR 41 and ensures resiliency against wildfires 
by establishing a reliable evacuation route for residents during large-scale wildfire 
events, a critical need given recent wildfire occurrences in the region. 

This project is vital to the residents of Madera County and essential infrastructure 
that will benefit far beyond the region. The Madera County Transportation 
Commission strongly supports the Madera 41 South Expressway project. We 
appreciate your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia Taylor, Executive Director 
Madera County Transportation Commission 


