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June 3, 2024

Senator Cortese, Chair

Senate Transportation Committee
State Capitol RM 405
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: OPPOSE AB 6
Dear Senator Cortese:

The Self-Help County Coalition (SHCC) member agencies fund California’s transportation
infrastructure by approving a 1/2-cent sales tax by a 2/3 voter margin. There are currently 25
SHCC in California, representing 85 percent of the population or roughly 35 million people.
The SHCC member agencies generate, on average, over $6 billion annually to fund
transportation projects throughout the State, creating tens of thousands of jobs while
delivering multi modal infrastructure projects approved by the voting public.

We are disappointed that after six months of sitting in the Senate, AB 6 has just recently been
amended and scheduled for a hearing. The current amendments do nothing to move the
discussion forward from where the bill was at the start of the year..

As amended AB 6 would transfer a VETO authority to the California Air Resources Board
(CARB) over a regional transportation plan. CARB is not a planning agency and is unfamiliar
with the complexities of transportation planning, management, and development.

Furthermore, we note that there already exists a robust consultative process in place with
CARB, metropolitan planning organization (MPO’s) and regional transportation planning
agencies to develop appropriate transportation plans for our regions throughout the State
allowing each agency to participate and add their particular expertise to the process.

AB 6’s requirement for MPO’s to seek approval from CARB for their technical methodology
is unrealistic and increases the likelihood of major delays, cost increases and bureaucratic
challenges to delivering multi modal infrastructure solutions for Californians.

Again, the current system, which encourages collaboration and partnership with CARB,
MPO’s and local transportation agencies, has proven effective in making progress toward the
states’ emissions reduction goals.

The complexities of transportation planning, management, and development is best left to the
experts at our MPO’s. We ask you to vote NO on AB 6

Keith N. Dunn
Executive Director



