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SUMMARY:

The California State Transportation Agency (CalSTA) developed the Climate Action Plan for
Transportation Infrastructure (CAPTI) to direct billions of state discretionary transportation
dollars towards investments to aggressively combat and adapt to climate change while
supporting public health, safety, and equity. The plan builds on executive orders signed by
Governor Gavin Newsom in 2019 and 2020 targeted at reducing greenhouse gas emissions in
transportation — which account for more than 40 percent of all emissions — to reach the
state’s ambitious climate goals.

State transportation funds — including revenue collected under Senate Bill (SB) 1, the Road
Repair and Accountability Act of 2017, must be used solely on transportation. As outlined in
SB 1, California will continue the “fix-it-first” approach to maintaining the state’s highways,
roads, and bridges. Under the new strategy adopted, where feasible and within existing
funding program structures, the state will invest discretionary transportation funds in
sustainable infrastructure projects that align with its climate, health, and social equity goals.

To steer those investments, the plan has 10 guiding principles:

1. Building toward an integrated, statewide rail and transit network

2. Investing in networks of safe and accessible bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure

3. Advancing investments in light-, medium- and heavy-duty zero-emission vehicle
infrastructure

4. Strengthening the commitment to social and racial equity by reducing public health and
economic harms and maximizing community benefits

5. Making safety improvements to reduce fatalities and severe injuries of all users toward
zero

6. Assessing physical climate risk for transportation infrastructure projects



7. Promoting projects that do not substantially increase passenger vehicle travel

8. Promoting compact infill development while protecting residents and businesses from
displacement

9. Developing a zero-emission freight transportation system

10. Protecting natural and working lands.

CAPTI was developed through collaboration with many different state agencies along with
extensive outreach and engagement with hundreds of stakeholders during the past 18
months. The final plan is available here.

San Joaquin Valley Regional Planning Agencies Policy Council has submitted a letter to San
Joaquin Valley State legislative members (see enclosed letters for Madera Region
representatives) expressing support of addressing climate change with success requiring
creative, flexible, and pragmatic solutions to account for the unique opportunities and
challenges that face each region. As identified in detail of the letter, the following
suggestions include:

1. Allow flexibility in State funding programs to address all modes.
2. Support additional strategies that reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
3. Support the will of the voters to complete projects and maximize investments.

FISCAL IMPACT:
No fiscal impact to the approved 2021-22 Overall Work Program and Budget.


https://calsta.ca.gov/subject-areas/climate-action-plan

