ORDINANCE NO. 2024-04

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE
TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA
AMENDING THE UNIFIED LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE
SECTION 10-015, DEFINITIONS TO AMEND THE
DEFINITION OF ESSENTIAL SERVICES AND SECTION
20-015, RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS, PERMITTED
USES TO CLARIFY THE SPECIAL EXCEPTION
CATEGORY FOR ESSENTIAL SERVICES, AND TO ADD
DEBRIS MANAGEMENT SITES AS A SEPARATE
ESSENTIAL SERVICE USE, SUBJECT TO SPECIFIC
APPROVAL CRITERIA; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS,
SEVERABILITY, CODIFICATION, AND AN EFFECTIVE
DATE.

WHEREAS, the Town of Loxahatchee Groves, Florida, (“Town”) is a duly constituted
municipality having such power and authority conferred upon it by the Florida Constitution and
Chapter 166, Florida Statutes; and

WHEREAS, Article VIII of the State Constitution and Chapter 166, Florida Statutes,
provide that municipalities shall have the governmental, corporate, and proprietary powers to
enable them to conduct municipal government, perform municipal functions, and render municipal
services, and may exercise any power for municipal purposes, except when expressly prohibited
by law; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council, as the governing body of the Town, pursuant to the
authority vested in it by Chapters 163 and 166, Florida Statutes, is authorized and empowered to
consider changes to its land development regulations; and

WHEREAS, the Town desires to update its definition of Essential Services and clarify the
process by which a debris management site may be permitted; and

WHEREAS, there has been a demonstrated need for such uses due to increasing storm
activity; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council deems approval of this Ordinance to be in the best interest
of the residents and citizens of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE
TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA, THAT:



Section 1. Legislative Findings, Intent and Purpose. The WHEREAS clauses contained
herein are legislatively determined to be true and correct and are incorporated herein and represent
the legislative findings of the Town Council. It is the purpose and intent of this ordinance to
promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the residents of the Town, and to provide
essential services to residents within the Town’s corporate limits.

Section 2. The Town of Loxahatchee Groves hereby amends Section 10-015 “Definitions”
of Article 10 of Part I “Administration and Definitions” of its Unified Land Development Code to
read as follows:

Essential services. The erection, construction, alteration or maintenance by public utilities or
governmental agencies, of underground or overhead sanitary sewer, communication, gas, electrical,
steam or water transmission or distribution systems, and drainage facilities, including poles, wires,
mains, drains, sewers, pipes, conduits, cables, fire alarm boxes, police call boxes, traffic signals,
hydrants, transformer substations and other similar equipment and accessories in connection
therewith, reasonably necessary for the furnishing of adequate service by such public utilities or
municipal or other governmental agencies or for the public health or safety or general welfare.
Essential services may also include debris management services for the purposes of post-disaster

clean up.

Section 3. The Town of Loxahatchee Groves hereby amends Section 20-015 “Residential
Zoning Districts, Permitted Uses” of Article 20 of Part Il “Zoning Districts” of its Unified Land
Development Code to read as follows:

Plots located in the Agricultural Residential (AR) zoning districts may be used for the following
specified uses.

Principal Uses Agricultural Residential (AR)

Single Family Dwelling Permitted

Modular Home or Factory-Built Home | Permitted subject to Section 80-65

Essential Services — Debris | Permitted w/ Special Exception Category B, subject to Section 20-
Management 55

Essential Services — other Permitted w/Special Exception Category A




Principal Uses Agricultural Residential (AR)

Agriculture Permitted

Wireless Communication Facilities Permitted w/Special Exception Category A

Section 4. The Town of Loxahatchee Groves hereby adds Section 20-55 to Article 20 of
Part Il “Zoning Districts” of its Unified Land Development Code to read as follows:

Section 20-55. — Essential Services, Debris Management

(A) Debris management operations pre-approved by the Department of Environmental Protection
may be permitted by Special Exception, Category B subject to the following requirements:

(1) Properties used as a debris management site shall be located south of Collecting Canal
Road.
(2) Vehicular access to a property used for debris management shall be provided from a
lettered road ie. A Road, B Road, C Road etc.
(3) Properties used for the purposes of debris management shall be greater than 10 acres.
(4) A minimum distance separation shall be required between two properties used for the
purposes of debris management.
a. The minimum distance separation shall be one (1) mile, measured in a straight-
line distance, between property lines.
b. The minimum distance separation shall only apply to properties within the
Town limits.

(B) Properties that do not have pre-approval by the Department of Environmental Protection shall
be subject to the Special Exception, Category A requirements.

Section 5. Conflict. All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances, Resolutions or parts of
Resolutions in conflict herewith be, and the same are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict.

Section 6. Severability. If any clause, section, or other part or application of this
Ordinance shall be held by any court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid,
such unconstitutional or invalid part or application shall be considered as eliminated and so not
affecting the validity of the remaining portions or applications remaining in full force and effect.



Section 7. Codification. It is the intention of the Town Council of the Town of
Loxahatchee Groves that the provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the
Unified Land Development Code of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves, Florida, that the Sections
of this ordinance may be renumbered, re-lettered, and the word "Ordinance” may be changed to
"Section", "Article" or such other word or phrase in order to accomplish such intention.

Section 8. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon
its passage and adoption.

Councilmember offered the foregoing ordinance. Councilmember
seconded the motion, and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:

Aye Nay Absent

ANITA KANE, MAYOR O O o
MARGARET HERZOG, VICE MAYOR O O o
LAURA DANOWSKI, COUNCILMEMBER O O o
PHILLIS MANIGLIA, COUNCILMEMBER O O o
ROBERT SHORR, COUNCILMEMBER O O m

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF
LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA, ON FIRST READING, THIS __ DAY OF ,
20 .

Councilmember offered the foregoing ordinance. Councilmember
seconded the motion, and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:

Aye Nay Absent

ANITA KANE, MAYOR m m m
MARGARET HERZOG, VICE MAYOR O O o
LAURA DANOWSKI, COUNCILMEMBER m m m
PHILLIS MANIGLIA, COUNCILMEMBER i m m
ROBERT SHORR, COUNCILMEMBER m m m

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN LOXAHATCHEE
GROVES, ON SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING, THIS DAY OF
, 20




TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA

ATTEST:

Mayor Anita Kane
Town Clerk

Vice Mayor Margaret Herzog
APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM: Councilmember -Laura Danowski
Office of the Town Attorney Councilmember Phillis Maniglia

Councilmember Robert Shorr



