TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES
TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING &
FIRST BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING
MEETING MINUTES
TOWN HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 155 F. Road, Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470
Tuesday, May 7, 2024

TOWN COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Kane called the meeting to order at 6:31 P.M.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE:
Mayor Kane led the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a moment of silence.

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Anita Kane, Vice Mayor Margaret Herzog, Councilmember Phillis Maniglia,
Councilmember Laura Danowski, Councilmember Robert Shorr, Town Manager Francine
Ramaglia, Town Attorney Glen Torcivia (via zoom), Town Attorney Tanya Earley, Director of
Public Works Richard Gallant, Project Coordinator Jeff Kurtz, Town’s Financial Consultant Chris
Wallace (of Munilytics) and Town Clerk Valerie Oakes were present.

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS AND MODIFICATIONS
Mayor Kane called for any additions, deletions, modifications or approval of the agenda.

Mayor Kane proposed to move the presentations forward so that the public officials are not here
for a long period of time.

MOTION: MAYOR KANE/COUNCILMEMBER DANOWSKI MOVED TO AMEND
THE AGENDA. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0).
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MOTION: COUNCILMEMBER SHORR/COUNCILMEMBER MANIGLIA MOVED
TO APPROVE AS WRITTEN WITH THE MODIFICATIONS MOVING
THE PRESENTATIONS IN FRONT OF THE CONSENT AGENDA.
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0).

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS

Public comment received from Cassie Suchy.

CONSENT AGENDA

Councilmember Maniglia requested to pull item no. 2. the Consent Agenda. Councilmember Shorr
requested to pull item no. 4 & 6 off the Consent Agenda.

MOTION: COUNCILMEMBER SHORR/COUNCILMEMBER MANIGLIA
MOVED TO APPROVE THE MODIFIED CONSENT AGENDA
ITEMS NO. ONE, THREE, FIVE, SEVEN THROUGH TWELVE.
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0).

Public comment received from Virginia Standish and Cassie Suchy. Town Council discussion
ensued.

1. Approval on Resolution No. 2024-30 approving the First Amendment to the Amended and
Restated Agreement R2019-1627 between Palm Beach County and the Town of Loxahatchee
Groves to participate in County-wide Radio System

2. Approval on Resolution No. 2024-21 Approving a Schedule for the Town Council Meeting
Dates.

Agenda item no. 2 was pulled off the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

By consensus, the Town Council agreed to keep the meetings on the first Tuesdays of
every month.

MOTION: COUNCILMEMBER SHORR/VICE MAYOR HERZOG MOVED TO
APPROVE ITEM NO. 2. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0)

3. Approval on Resolution No. 2024-19 Relating to Procedures & Public Participation of Town
Boards and Committees.

4. Approval on Resolution No. 2024-22 Re-Establishing the Loxahatchee Groves Agritourism
Committee through April 10, 2024 and Distribution of Initial Committee Report.

Agenda item no. 4 was pulled off the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

By consensus, the Town Council chose to table item no. 4 to discuss it at a later time.
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5. Approval on Resolution No. 2024-23 Appointing Members to the Finance Audit and
Advisory Committee.
6. Approval on Resolution No. 2024-24 Appointing Members to the Planning & Zoning Board.

Agenda item no. 6 was pulled off the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

MOTION: COUNCILMEMBER MANIGLIA/NICE MAYOR HERZOG MOVED TO
MOVE ITEM NO. 6 AFTER ITEM NO. 23. MOTION PASSED
UNANIMOUSLY (5-0).

Councilmember Maniglia removed the motion.

MOTION: COUNCILMEMBER MANIGLIA/NICE MAYOR HERZOG MOVED TO
APPROVE RESOLUTION 2024-24 APPOINTING MEMBERS TO THE
PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD WITH THE EXCEPTION OF
VETTING JACKIE CLIFTON AS AN ACCEPTABLE MEMBER. PASSED
UNANIMOUSLY (5-0).

MOTION: COUNCILMEMBER _ MANIGLIA/COUNCILMEMBER __ DANOWKSI
MOVED TO RECESS AND CONVINE AT 8:12 P.M. MOTION PASSED
UNANIMOUSLY (5-0).

7. Approval on Resolution No. 2024-25 Accepting an Easement for 14281 Collecting Canal
Road, Loxahatchee, FL 33470.

8. Approval on Resolution No. 2024-13 Accepting an Easement for 15045 Collecting Canal
Road.

9. Approval on Resolution No. 2024-26 Authorizing the Required Entry by the Town into the
State of Florida Division of Emergency Management.

10. Approval on Resolution No. 2024-27 Approving Purchase Order to Procure a 2025
Freightliner M2 12 Yard Dump Truck.

11. Approval on Resolution No. 2024-28 Approving the Disposal of Surplus Property

12. Receive & File Quarterly Reports

RECESS TOWN COUNCIL MEETING & CALL TO ORDER DEPENDENT
WATER CONTROL DISTRICT AT 8:20 P.M.

MOTION: COUNCILMEMBER DANOWSKI/COUNCILMEMBER
MANIGLIA MOVED TO APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA.
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0).
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CONSENT AGENDA

13. Approval on Resolution No. 2024-DD03 Establishing a Schedule of its Regular Meetings for
Fiscal Year 2024-2025.

MOTION: VICE MAYOR HERZOG/COUNCILMEMBER MANIGLIA
MOVED TO APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 13.
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0).

MOTION: COUNCILMEMBER SHORR/VICE MAYOR HERZOG MOVED
TO ADJOURN THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING OF THE
DEPENDENT WATER CONTROL DISTRICT. MOTION PASSED
UNANIMOUSLY (5-0).

RECONVENED TOWN COUNCIL MEETING AT 8:21 P.M.

PRESENTATIONS

14. FY 2023 Annual Report, Palm Beach County Fire Rescue

District Chief Amanda VVomero presented the FY 2023 Annual Report.

15. FY 2023 Financial Audit by Andrew S. Fierman, Caballero Fierman Llerena & Garcia LLP

Andrew S. Fireman (Caballero Fierman Llerena & Garcia LLP) presented the FY 2023 Financial
Audit.

16. FY 2024 Second Quarterly Financial Report by Chris Wallace, Munilytics

Chris Wallace (of Munilytics) presented the FY 2024 Second Quarterly Financial Report.
17. Discussion of Code Compliance and Foreclosures

Mario Matos, (Code Enforcement Manager) Discussed Code Compliance and Foreclosures

Public comments provided by Virginia Standish, Frank Standish, Cassie Suchy, Todd McLendon,
Jo Siciliano, and Marianne Miles. Town Council discussion ensued.

REGULAR AGENDA

MOTION: COUNCILMEMBER DANOWSKI/COUNCILMEMBER
MANIGLIA MOVED TO APPROVE THE REGULAR AGENDA.
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0).

Public comment received from Cassie Suchy and Todd McLendon. Town Council discussion
ensued.
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18. Approval on Resolution No. 2024-20 Adopting Revisions to the Town Council Rules of Order

and Procedure.

By consensus, the Town Council agreed not to speak at Town Advisory Board meetings
and to have the Attorney bring back clarification on the items discussed.

19. Consideration of Ordinance No. 2024-03 on First Reading Amending Chapter 2
“Administration”, Article II “Town Council”.

Town Clerk Oakes read the title of Ordinance No. 2024-03 into the record.

There were no public comments. Town Council discussion ensued.

MOTION:

MOTION:

COUNCILMEMBER MANIGLIA/VICE MAYOR HERZOG
MOVED TO APPROVE ORDINANCE NO. 2024-03 THE UNIFORM
REQUIREMENTS TO TOWN ADVISORY BOARD ON FIRST
READING. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0).

COUNCILMEMBER SHORR/VICE MAYOR HERZOG MOVED
TO APPROVE THE COMMITTEE CONSISTING OF RESIDENTS
AND/OR LAND OWNERS THAT HAVE A LAND BONIFIED
AGRICULTURE. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0).

20. Consideration of Ordinance No. 2024-06 on First Reading Adopting Chapter 2
“Administration”, Article VII “Town Advisory Boards”.

Town Clerk Oakes read the title of Ordinance No. 2024-06 into the record.

Public comments provided by Cassie Suchy. Town Council discussion ensued.

MOTION:

MOTION:

COUNCILMEMBER  MANIGLIA/NVICE MAYOR HERZOG
MOVED TO APPROVE ORDINANCE NO. 2024-06 ADOPTING
CHAPTER 2 ADMINISTRATION TOWN ADVISORY BOARDS ON
FIRST READING. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0).

COUNCILMEMBER __ MANIGLIA/VICE __MAYOR _ HERZOG
MOVED TO AMEND THE PREVIOUS MOTION DELETING THE
VERBIAGE ON ITEM C SECTION 34-278 FOR ORDINANCE NO.
2024-06 ON FIRST READING. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY
(5-0).

By consensus, the Town Council agreed to have the Attorney change the verbiage by adding
a Resolution giving clarity to residency of Advisory Board members &/ad hoc committees.
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MOTION: COUNCILMEMBER  MANIGLIA/NVICE _MAYOR HERZOG
MOVED TO EXTEND THE MEETING AT 10:24 P.M. MOTION
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0).

21. Consideration of Ordinance No. 2024-05 on First Reading Providing that in the event there
is no Contract for Law Enforcement Services in effect between the Town and the Palm Beach
County Sheriff’s Office (“PBSO”) or an Adjoining Municipality, the Law Enforcement
Services in the Town will be the Standard Law Enforcement Services Provided by the PBSO.

Town Clerk Oakes read the title of Ordinance No. 2024-05 into the record.

There were no public comments. Town Council discussion ensued.

MOTION: COUNCILMEMBER  MANIGLIA/VICE MAYOR HERZOG
MOVED TO APPROVE ORDINANCE NO. 2024-05 REGARDING
LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES ON FIRST READING.
MOTION PASSED (4-1 with COUNCILMEMBER SHORR
DISSENTING).

PUBLIC HEARING

22. Consideration of Ordinance No. 2024-02 on Second Reading Repealing Ordinance 2023-04
and Adopting the Annual Update to the Capital Improvements Element of the Comprehensive
Plan; and Approval on Resolution No. 2024-29 Adopting a Budget Amendment for FY 2023-
24

Public comments provided by Cassie Suchy. Town Council discussion ensued.

MOTION: COUNCILMEMBER SHORR/VICE MAYOR HERZOG MOVED TO
APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 2024-02 WHICH REPEALS 2023-04.
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0).

MOTION: COUNCILMEMBER SHORR/VICE MAYOR HERZOG MOVED TO
APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 2024-29. MOTION PASSED
UNANIMOUSLY (5-0).

23. Consideration of Ordinance No. 2024-04 on First Reading Amending the Unified Land
Development Code Section 10-015, “Definitions”, and Section 20-015, “Residential Zoning
Districts”.

Town Clerk Oakes read the title of Ordinance No. 2024-04 into the record.

Town’s Planning Consultant Kaitlyn Forbes (of Complete Cities) presented Ordinance No. 2024-
04.
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Public comments provided by Cassie Suchy. Town Council discussion ensued.

MOTION: COUNCILMEMBER SHORR/VICE MAYOR HERZOG MOVED TO
APPROVE ORDINANCE NO. 2024-04 ON FIRST READING. MOTION
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0).

MOTION: COUNCILMEMBER MANIGLIA/VICE MAYOR HERZOG MOVED TO
CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (5-
0).

MOTION: COUNCILMEMBER SHORR/VICE MAYOR HERZOG MOVED TO
EXTEND THE MEETING AT 11:00 P.M. MOTION PASSED
UNANIMOUSLY (5-0).

QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEARING

None.

DISCUSSION

24. Updates, Items of Interest and Future Agenda Items

TOWN STAFF COMMENTS

Town Manager provided a detailed update on upcoming agenda items and planning
considerations. She reminded the Council of the importance of reviewing the schedule of items
coming before them. Some updates included that the conveyance of the county right-of-way at the
intersection of lan and Okeechobee, originally scheduled for June, will be pushed to August or
September, depending on County Commission approval. She also clarified that a piggyback
agreement with Murray Logan for canal dredging will now be on the June 4th agenda, and that the
correct name for a work item is Brian McNeal, not Scott. She confirmed that the Johnson-Davis
work authorization concerns and noted the town is advertising for volunteers based on the
previously approved policy. The May 21 meeting may include the Village of Royal Palm Beach
drainage discussion. Three requested agenda items were reviewed: 1) Council participation on
external committees—with backup showing current participation and mention of League of Cities
voting delegate needing future scheduling; 2) a town stance discussion on Okobo Corridor
development, which will be placed on the next agenda; and 3) adoption of a policy regarding
reimbursement for attorney fees related to ethics violations—she included a sample policy and
attorney input, and will add the current policy language for comparison before placing it on the
June 4 agenda. Ms. Ramaglia said the schedule for budget workshops will be coming soon and
emphasized the importance of reviewing upcoming planning items that are application dependent.
A Planning, Zoning, and Building meeting is expected in May for Groves at Town Center, with
the hotel component to follow shortly for Council review. She floated the idea of scheduling some
reviews before regular Council meetings. Finally, she noted several site plan amendments and
letters of intent are under discussion but are not yet on the formal schedule. She concluded by

Town of Loxahatchee Groves Page 7



Town Council Regular Meeting Minutes May 7, 2024

thanking the Council for directions and invited them to share any other items they’d like to add.
Mayor Kane clarified that the upcoming drainage workshop on May 21 will take place from 6:00
PM to 8:00 PM, not 6:30 PM as might have been previously assumed. She emphasized the
importance of making this time clear in all advertising and public notices to prevent confusion and
ensure attendees arrive at the correct time. Referring to past instances where miscommunication
led to early arrivals and stressed the need for a "time certain™ designation to avoid that issue.

Town Attorney asked to move the ethics item from the June meeting to July as he will be on
vacation and would like to be in attendance. The Council agreed.

Public Works Director updated the Council on the transition from the Code Red system to Civic
Ready, which officially went into effect that day. He noted that out of approximately 3,400
residents, only 36 people are currently signed up, and about half of those are staff or council
members. He emphasized the need for educational outreach to boost enrollment and clarified that
all existing Code Red sign-ups were transferred to the new system. Gallant also discussed potential
room layout changes, suggesting the removal of two tables and replacing them with a more
functional arrangement to improve camera visibility during meetings. He pointed out issues with
glare on camera views and proposed the addition of new camera angles for better Zoom visibility.
On public works progress, he reported that the team is continuing preparations for the paving
project. He highlighted the large debris pile at Public Works, clarifying it contains material
removed by town crews, not contractors. The debris is being cleared using a 30-yard dumpster
picked up twice daily, although debris is accumulating faster than it can be hauled away. Gallant
noted this cleanup is proactive for hurricane season, aiming to reduce potential damage and
workload later. However, he stressed the town cannot remove debris from private property unless
a hazardous condition occurs. Lastly, he briefly confirmed that the truck and surplus equipment
request had already been submitted and approved.

Town Clerk had no report.

TOWN COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS

Councilmember Laura Danowski (Seat 2) mentioned that before we rearrange furniture, get new
items and hang new cameras, she asked to get mics that work.

Councilmember Phillis Maniglia (Seat 1) requested Council consensus on prohibiting eating at
the dais, stating it is rude and distracting during meetings. The request resulted in a split
consensus—two Councilmembers supported the no-eating policy, one opposed it, and another was
indifferent—so no formal policy was established. She continued by asking for the town’s sign
ordinance, specifically requesting consideration of longer loan periods for signs. They also
addressed equipment purchasing, advocating investments in durable, high-quality equipment
rather than continuing with short-term or low-value purchases, referring to a large amount of
recently discarded equipment as a waste of money.

Councilmember Robert Shorr (Seat 4) shared that he attended the groundbreaking ceremony for
a new school located just west of Arden, visible from Southern Boulevard. The event was attended
by representatives from various Western communities, including Indian Trail, Wellington,
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Westlake, and the speaker on behalf of their municipality noting that Marcia from the school
district acknowledged their presence, which he appreciated. He briefly mentioned discussing
Building, Review, Inspection, and Information System (BRIIS)-related matters with Mr. Gallant
earlier that day, expressed thanks to Mr. Kurtz and the team for their work on the Capital
Improvement Plan (CIP), and was pleased that progress is continuing while reserves are being
maintained.

Vice Mayor Marge Herzog (Seat 5) stated she was glad the meeting was finished all in one night.

Mayor Anita Kane (Seat 3) thanked the staff for having great detailed reports and thanked the
citizens that came and participated in the process and offered valued input.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business before the Council, Councilmember Maniglia moved to adjourn
the meeting at 11:18 PM, which was seconded by Vice Mayor Herzog and passed unanimously
(5-0).

TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES,
FLORIDA

ATTEST:

Mayor Anita Kane, Seat 3

Town Clerk

Vice Mayor Margaret Herzog, Seat 5

Councilmember Phillis Maniglia, Seat 1

Councilmember Laura Danowski, Seat 2

Councilmember Robert Shorr, Seat 4
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