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Town of Loxahatchee Groves 
                                                                                                    
 155 “F” Road • Loxahatchee Groves, Florida 33470 • Telephone (561) 793-2418 • Fax (561) 793-2420  
 

 
        Agenda Item # 4 
 

TO:    Francine Ramaglia, Town Manager 
         Town of Loxahatchee Groves 
 
FROM: Jim Fleischmann 
  Town Planning Consultant 
 
RE:  Groves Town Center Pod B Phase IIB Specimen Tree Report  
 
DATE:   October 9, 2023 
 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
The owner of the property identified as Pod B (Ref: Attachment 1) within the Groves 
Town Center Multiple Land Use Planned Unit Development, Solar Sport Systems, Inc., 
has applied for approval of two Vegetation Removal Permit Applications (Pod B Phase 
IIA and Pod B Phase IIB) to remove native trees on the property in preparation for 
development of the Floodplain Compensation Area and Dry Pond (Ref: Attachment 2).  
 
The Applications include the proposed removal of native non-specimen (Pod B Phase 
IIA) and specimen (Pod B Phase IIB) trees. The Pod B Phase IIA Vegetation Removal 
Permit, involving only non-specimen trees and palms, has been administratively 
approved. The Pod B Phase IIB Vegetation Removal Permit, involving only specimen 
trees, is currently in process. 
 
Per ULDC Section 87-035(C) (2) (i), specimen trees are not subject to cutting, 
relocation, or mitigation without Town Council approval. To satisfy this requirement, the 
following data is taken from the specimen tree survey submitted as part of the Pod B 
Phase IIB Vegetation Removal Permit Application (Specimen Trees removal) prepared 
by Scott Barber Designs, P.A.: 
 

A. Native Specimen Trees Subject to the Vegetation Removal Permit  
 

Total of 60, according to the following distribution by species: Laurel Oak – 2; 
Pine – 52; Cypress; 5; and Holly – 1. 

 
B. Native Specimen Trees to be Removed: 

 
Total of 60, according to the following distribution by species: Laurel Oak – 2; 
Pine – 52; Cypress; 5; and Holly – 1. 

 
The proposed removal of specimen native trees is the result of the South Florida Water 
Management District Conceptual Master Infrastructure Permit No. 50-104052-P (Ref: 
Attachment 3, in part) which authorizes the stormwater management system (SWM) for 
the Groves Town Center Planned Unit Development.  The SWM consists of catch basins 
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and multiple dry and wet detention areas which are used to capture stormwater runoff 
and provide water quality treatment and attenuation for the entire 92 acre Planned Unit 
Development.  Issuance of the permit constitutes certification of compliance with state 
water quality standards in accordance with Rule 62-330.062 Florida Administrative 
Code. 
 
Attachment 2 depicts the location of that portion of the SWM which is the subject of the 
Pod B Phase IIB Vegetation Removal Permit Application. 
 
Tree Removal Mitigation Tables, a Mitigation Cost Estimate, and a Mitigation Plan will be 
incorporated within the associated Vegetation Removal Permit.  
 
Per ULDC Section 87-035 (D) Mitigation, either a performance bond or cash payment in 
the amount of $46,605 has been filed/deposited with the Town of Loxahatchee Groves 
as an interim measure to cover the calculated Specimen Tree Removal Plant Cost. A 
final Mitigation Plan equal to or exceeding the performance bond/ cash payment amount 
will be incorporated within the Pod B Phase IIB Vegetation Removal Permit. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jim Fleischmann 
Town Planning Consultant 
 
 Attachments: 
 
1.  Groves Town Center Plat Pod B. 
2.   Pod B Phase IIB Floodplain Compensation Area and Dry Pond. 
3.  South Florida Permit  No. 50-104052-P (excerpt). 












	04 GTC_Pod_B_Phhase IIB__Specimen_Tree_Report(1) Res No 2023-70
	04a DOC101023-10102023004958

