@

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

EVALUATION AND APPRAISAL AMENDMENTS
2024 Data and Analysis

Town of

Loxahatchee Groves



TABLE OF CONTENTS

SECTICN PAGE
FANtrodUuCtion ... e, 1
Notification Letter Comprehensive Planning Requirements ..........cc.oovoeevvveeenn) 1
Additional Florida Statutes Based Amendments ..o, 1
Changes in Local Conditions AMendments.........ooovoooeeoe oo oo 2
Il. Notification Letter AMendments ...t 2
Ten-Year Water Supply Facilities Work Plan Amendments ........ccoovvooeveeeveeeeeeen, 2
SUPPOrt DoCUMENtAtION. ... e e 2
Comprehensive Plan AmMendments ..., 4
Capital Improvements Element Update...........ocoooeiiiiioe e 5
Additional Florida Statutes Based AMendments .............ccooooeiieeee oo 8
Planning Period Update and Population Projections.........occooeeveees oo 8
Addition of a Property Rights Element..........oooiiie oo, 9
Deletion of the Public School Facilities Element ...........cc..ccoocoov oo, 9
Affordable HOUSING......ooviii et e, 10
Changes in Local Conditions AmMendmentS........c.ocoeiooioiiiie oo 12
Reformatting of the Comprehensive Plan...............ciiii e, 12
Minor Text AMEndMENTS .....ccoiiiiiii et e 13



TABLE OF CONTENTS (Continued)

SECTION PAGE
Designation of Okeechobee Boulevard as a Rural Minor Collector ................... 13
Creation of a Local Roads Classification System...........ocoooivovie e, 16

LIST OF TABLES
TABLE PAGE
1 PBCWUD Served Population and Potable Water Consumption Projections..... 3
2 Self-Served Population and Potable Water Consumption Projections .............. 3
TRN 1 Local Roads Functional Classification System..........ccocvoooveeeiioiviieenn 17

LIST OF EXHIBITS

EXHIBIT | PAGE
1 Loxahatchee Groves Evaluation and Appraisal Notification ............c...cco........ 18
2 Florida Department of Economic opportunity Confirmation Letter .................. 19
3 EAR Workshops and Meetings Schedule ...........ooooooveniieeeee e 20
4 Local Issue Comprehensive Plan Map Amendments ........ccooocvovvevireeeeennennn. 21

5 Rural Community Support Documentation...........c...coooiiiiiieee e 22



l. INTRODUCTION

The Loxahatchee Groves Evaluation and Appraisal Report (EAR) comprehensive plan
amendments are submitted in response to the provisions of Section 163.3191, Florida
Statutes (F.S.), which requires that the planning program be an ongoing process.

In order to ensure the ongoing process, F.S. Section 163.3191(1) requires each local
government to prepare a formal evaluation of its comprehensive plan each seven years
and notify the state land planning agency of the results. The purpose of the evaluation is
to identify amendments to the comprehensive plan necessary to reflect relevant changes
in state requirements since the last update. In addition, local governments are
encouraged to update comprehensive plans to reflect changed local conditions.

In response to F.S. Section 163.3101(1) requirements, the Loxahatchee Groves
Evaluation and Appraisal Notification Letter (Notification) was submitted to the Florida
Depariment of Economic Opportunity (FDEO) on June 16, 2021. (Ref: Exhibit 1). The
Town received confirmation of the Notification from the Florida Department of Economic
Opportunity (FDEO) in a letter dated July 15, 2021 (Ref: Exhibit 2).

The following principal amendment categories are included in the EAR review process to
meet state comprehensive planning requirements per the FDEO confirmation letter and
changed local conditions:

A. Notification Letter Comprehensive Planning Requirements.

1. Coordination with the Lower East Coast and Palm Beach County 10-Year Water
Supply Plans (F.S. 163.3177 (4){(a); and

2. Update of the Five-Year Schedule of Capital in the Capital Improvements
Element (F.S. 163.3177 (3)(a).

B. Additional Florida Statutes Based Amendments

1. Updates to the planning period and population projections.
2. Addition of a Property Rights Element to the Comprehensive Plan.
3. Deletion of the Public Schools Element from the Comprehensive Plan,

4. Update of the data and analysis and Objectives and Policies of the Housing
Element of the Comprehensive Plan.



C. Changes in Local Conditions Amendments:

1. Reformatting of the 2009 Loxahatchee Groves Comprehensive Plan, as
amended, to consist of two separate documents; Evaluation and Appraisal
Amendments 2023 Data and Analysis (2023 Support Documentation) and
2023 Evaluation and Appraisal Amendments Goals, Objectives, and Policies
(2023 Goals, Objectives and Policies).

As part of the reformatting, an Introduction Element has been added to the
2023 Goals, Objectives and Policies document.

2. Minor text amendments.

3. Local issue amendments including redesignation of Okeechobee Boulevard
as a Rural Minor Collector and creation of a local roads classification system.

All of the following EAR-based revisions to the current adopted Comprehensive Plan are

identified by underline (additions to current text) or strikethrough (deletions of current
text) format,

lI. NOTIFICATION LETTER AMENDMENTS

A. Ten-Year Water Supply Facilities Work Plan Update
1. Support Documentation

The Town’s Evaluation and Appraisal Notification Letter identified an update of the Town’s
Ten-Year Water Supply Facilities Work Plan as an item to be completed as a component
of the EAR-based Comprehensive Plan amendments.

A majority of the Town does not have central potable water service available and operates

primarily on domestic self-supply water wells. The water supply wells draw from the
Surficial Aquifer.

For areas centrally served, the Town entered into a Potable Water, Wastewater, and
Reclaimed Water Utilities Franchise and Service Area Agreement (Service Agreement)
with Palm Beach County in 2009. The Agreement is currently in effect.

Areas served by central potable water systems are located along Southern Boulevard,
Okeechobee Boulevard and 40" Street North. Water mains are operated by Paim Beach
County Water Utilities Department (PBCWUD). Property owners proximate to these
mains may request connection with the permission of the Town Council. The daily Level-
of-Service (LOS), per the current Palm Beach County 10-Year Water Supply Facilities
Work Plan, is 111 gallons per day (GPD) per capita.
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Residential and non-residential users purchase retail water directly from PBCWUD which
has exclusive rights to operate a potable water distribution system within the Town.
Specifically, PBCWUD has the right to erect, maintain and operate a potable water
distribution system in order to provide potable water service to customers within the Town.

Per the lorida Department of Economic Opportunity Division of Community Development
Bureau of Community Planning document entitled: “A Guide to the Preparation of the
Water Supply Facilities Work Plan”, local governments with no water supply responsibility
need only compile the following data and analysis:

“Population and Water Demand Projections for at least a 10-year period, and a
discussion of reuse and conservation methods to reduce demand during the
projection period”.

PBCWUD has included population and water use projections within its most current 10-
Year Water Supply Facilities Work Plan, prepared in 2020. PBCWUD Served and Self-
Served population and potable water use projections for the Town of Loxahatchee Groves
are presented in Tables 1 and 2, assuming a consumption rate of 111 gallons per capita
per day (gpcd).
Table 1
Town of Loxahatchee Groves Water Service Area
PBCWUD Served Population and Potable Water Consumption Projections

Year | Population Projection Potahle Water Consumption (imgd)
2020 235 0.0261
2025 774 0.0856
2030 1,333 0.1480

Source: Palm Beach County 10-Year Water Supply Facilities Work Plan (2/5/2020)

Table 2
Town of Loxahatchee Groves
Self-Served Population and Potable Water Consumption Projections

Year | Population Projection Potable Water Consumption (mgd)
| 2020 3,180 0.3530

2025 2,980 0.3308

2030 2,780 0.3086

Source: Palm Beach County 10-Year Water Supply Facilities Work Plan (2/5/2020)

Per Section 8 of the PBCWUD Water Supply Facilities Work Plan, implementation of
water conservation is key to maintaining the health and productivity of the Surficial
and Floridan Aquifer systems. Promoting water conservation equipment, techniques
and practices will benefit customers economically and maintain a realistic water
demand picture for utilities.



Policy 3.5.6 of the Infrastructure Element of the current Loxahatchee Groves
Comprehensive Plan supports Palm Beach County’s efforts to conserve water supply
from the Surficial Aquifer, as follows:

“3.5.6 Policy:

In order to protect and conserve the Surficial Aquifer, the Town shall
cooperate with Palm Beach County to continue to investigate utilization
of alternate water sources to supplement and broaden the county’s
future water supply sources as described in the 10-Year Water Supply
Facilites Work Plan. These potential sources could include the
increased use of reclaimed wastewater, improved methods of
conservation, Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR), improved
operations to increase stormwater reuse and aquifer recharge by
improvements to the secondary canal infrastructure, and other
technologies which may be addressed in the Lower East Coast Regional

Water Supply Plan of the South Florida Water Management District
(SFWMD).”

In addition, updated Policy 4.2.9 and current Policy 4.2.10 of the Conservation
Element of the 2023 Goals, Objectives, and Policies document promote water
conservation and quality, as follows:

"4.2.9 Policy (to be revised by the EAR-based amendments; as underlined):
The Town shall work towards the further education of the public regarding
various methods of water conservation at the household and small business
level. In this regard, the Town shall procure publications from the South

Florida Water Management District for distribution to residents and posting
on the Town's website.”

“4.2.10 Policy:

The Town shall encourage the utilization of the Best Management Practices
developed by the Florida Department of Agriculture to promote the
protection of water quality. The Town shall provide, as available, education
material on the Best Management Practices.”

2. Comprehensive Plan Amendments:

The following EAR-based amendments are incorporated in the Infrastructure Element of
the accompanying 2023 Goals, Objectives, and Policies document:

3.4 Obijective:

The Town shall support Palm Beach County (PBC) Water Utilities{PBCWID) fo
identify and—where—feasible; correct existing potable water facilities' deficiencies
as necessary.

3.4.1 Policy:



The Town shall assist the County with-—capacity—surpluses-and
leficionei o the | lanning_hos I ]

relevantissues. in planning for the Town's potable water supply
needs by participating in the preparation of periodic PBC 10- Year
Water Supply Facility Plan updates.

3.4.2 Policy: The Town shall continue to participate in the Palm Beach
County/Town of Loxahatchee Groves Potable Water, Wastewater,
and Reclaimed Water Utilities Franchise and Service Area
Agreement as a means to provide potable water supply service to
Town residents.

3.5 Objective:
Potable water facilities, currently depicted on MAP INF-1, shall be provided to
meet the Town's short-term anedeng-term future needs. Long-term needs shall
be addressed in the PBC 10-Yyear Water Supply Facilities Work Plan updates.

3.5.1 Policy:

The level of service (LOS) standard for potable water facilities shall
be the Florida Department of Environmental Protection Permitted
Capacity of the County facility that serves the Town. The LOS standard
for water treatment plants planning shall be measured by maximum
average daily flow. The level of service (LOS) standard for potable
water facilities provided by PBCWWDB-in the current PBC 10-Yyear
Water Supply Facilities Work Plan is 111 426- GPD per capita.

3.5.3 Policy:
FheTFownshallsupporttheplanning Planning for additicnal

capacity and/or a reduction in per capita demand shall be included
in the PBC 10-Year Water Supply Facilities Work-plan. as

requiredHn-Chapter 183 of Florida-Statutes-to-increase the

B. Capital Improvements Element Update

Florida Statutes Section 163.3177(3)(a) requires a local government comprehensive plan
to include a Capital Improvements Element. Section 163.3177(3)(b) requires the Capital
Improvements Element to be reviewed on an annual basis. However, modifications to
the 5-Year Schedule of Improvements may be accomplished by local government
ordinance rather than by amendment to the comprehensive plan.



The Town Council has elected to amend the Five-Year Schedule of Improvements by
ordinance as part of its annual budget process in order to increase its planning efficiency.
The following EAR-based amendments are incorporated in the Capital Improvements
Element of the accompanying 2023 Goals, Objectives, and Policies document:

8.6  Objective:
The Five-Year Schedule of Capital Improvements shall be reviewed by the FAAC
on an annual basis as part of the Town budget process. Any revisions and/or
amendments to the Five-Year Schedule of Capital Improvements shall be made
by the Town Council at that time. Annual updates to Fables-9-4+t0-9-3 the Five
Year Schedule of Capital Improvements shall be made by Town Counci! Ordinance
and not subject to the comprehensive plan amendment process.

87  Objective
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lll. ADDITIONAL FLORIDA STATUTES BASED AMENDMENTS

A. Planning Period Update and Population Projections

The Town’s comprehensive plan must include a planning period for at least a ten-year
period and population projections of at least 10 and 20-year periods. The 2020 Census
population of Loxahatchee Groves was established at 3,355 residents. Future Town
population generated by the Palm Beach County Planning Division, a professionally
accepted source, is projected at 4,322 residents by 2035 and 4,908 residents by 2045.



It is necessary to update the Future Land Use Map to indicate the planning period of at
least 10 years. Per this requirement, the 2023 — 2035 period is utilized in the 2023 Goals,
Objectives and Policies document as the planning period.

B. Addition of a Property Rights Element

Florida Statutes Chapter 163.3177(6)(i)(1) requires a Property Rights Element to be
included in the Town's Comprehensive Plan. The Property Rights Element has been
added as Element 8 to the Comprehensive Plan as in the accompanying 2023 Goals,
Objectives and Policies document as follows:

GOAL 9: PROPERY RIGHTS

The Town shall respect judicially acknowledged, and constitutionally protected
private property rights.

9.1 Objective:
The Town shall ensure that private property rights are considered in local decision
making.

9.1.1 Policy:
The following rights shall be considered in local decision making.

(a) The right of a property owner to physically possess and control his or
her interests in the property, including easements, leases. or mineral rights.

(b) The right of a property owner to use, maintain, develop, and improve his
or her property for personal use or for the use of any of any other person,
subject to state law and local ordinances.

(c} The right of the property owner to privacy and to exclude others from
the property to protect the owner’s possessions and property.

(d) The right of a property owner to dispose of his or her property through
sale or gift.

C. Deletion of the Public School Facilities Element

Florida Statutes Chapter 163.3177(6) no longer requires a Public School Facilities
Element to be included in the Comprehensive Plan. On this basis, the Town Council has
deleted the current Element 8 Public Schools Facilities Element from the accompanying
2023 Goals, Objectives and Policies document.



D. Affordable Housing

Florida Statutes Chapter 163.3177(6)(f)1.d includes Comprehensive Plan requirements

for very-low, low and moderate income workforce housing, mobile homes, group homes
and foster care.

The Town currently relies upon the private sector to provide affordable housing
opportunities for its residents. Private sector affordable housing opportunities are
principally defined in the Unified Land Development Code (ULDC) as follows:

1.

2.

4.

Minimum residential unit size of 400 sq. ft.

Allowance for permanent housing alternatives including accessory dwelling
units, grooms quarters, medular and truck trailer and container conversion
homes, and continuance and replacement of existing manufactured homes.

Use of a recreational vehicle and manufactured home on a temporary basis
during new residence construction.

Use of recreational vehicles as temporary residences for a portion of the year

Housing Element Objective 6.2, modified in the accompanying 2023 Goals, Objectives,
and Policies document, summarizes and supports the Town's housing policy:

6.2 Objective:
Adequate and affordable housing, consistent with the current rural character of
the Town, shall be provided for existing residents and anticipated population
growth, including housing fo accommodate any defined specialized needs of

very-low, low and moderate income households,-elderly-householdsEH-
modular homes and community residential homes.

Also, provisions shall

be made for displaced residents, and communttv residential homes foster-care
housing, as well as and manufactured er and modular mebile homes.

6.2.3 Policy:

Provide for innovative housing alternatives (e.g., single-reem-oceupaney,
accessory dwelling units residential-structurescaretakerquarers-groom's
guariers;,—manufactured—and mobile modular homes and community
residential housing cengregate—living—alternatives) oriented to facilitating
reduced housing costs for very low, low and moderate income households
and special needs populations.
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6.2.5

6.2.6

Policy:

Allow the placement of manufactured homes and—individual-mobile
hemes-within single-family residential districts provided that: (1) such
homes must comply with all Town building, construction, design and
housing codes that apply to all housing types and U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development manufactured home construction and
safety standards; and (2) they shall be subject to any reviews as
provided in the Town code of ordinances.

Polic

Encoslljrage development of affordable and workforce housing, including
accessory dwellings, in residential developments south-of Collecting
Ganal-Read areas, in proximity to employment opportunities and major
transportation facilities.

6.3 Objective:
Provision shall be made for the location of community residential homes

dayecare—foster-care-and-group-home-facilities requlated by the Town’s ULDC
and licensed by the state of Florida—in-a-manner-consistent-with-statelaw-and

the-characterof-existing-residential-neighborheods-

6.3.1

6.3.2

6.3.3

Policy:

The 1y0wn shall permit-support the location of community residential
homes of 6 or fewer residents licensed by the state of Florida. different
classes—of —group—home—facilities in appropriate residential
neighborhoods that foster non-discrimination and encourage the

éevelepmeni—ef—eemmumw alternatives to institutionalization. Further;

: .”. -

Policy:
The Town shall monitor the development and distribution of dayeare
foster-care-and-group-hemes community residential homes to ensure

that adequate sites and infrastructures are provided, while over-

concentration {.es-to be-defined-by-implementingPelicy-6-3-41)>-in any

residential-appropriately zoned area is avoided.

Policy:

“FosterCare Facility-and-"Group-Home Facility" “Community residential
home” shall be defined as a residential unit, otherwise meeting the
requirements of the Chapter 419, Florida Statutes and the Town Zoning

11




Code, where a family living environment is provided for individuals not
related by blood or legally to the householder.

6.4.1 Policy:
Due to high land values and low permitted densities, very-low, low and
moderate income housing efforts shall be oriented primarily toward: (1)
maintaining the existing housing stock in standard condition; (2)
continuing to permit individual manufacturedhousing—and-mebilehomes
modular or factory built homes and existing manufactured homes; and (3)
investigating innovative housing alternatives such as single-reom

oeccupaney; accessory dwelling units; and-cengregate—living; tiny homes
and _truck traifer and container storage conversions.

IV. CHANGES IN LOCAL CONDITIONS AMENDMENTS

The Town Council and Local Planning Agency went through an extensive ten-month,
page-by-page review of the current Comprehensive Plan Element Goals, Objectives and
Policies. A schedule of workshops and meetings topics is presented in Exhibit 3.

The workshops and L.PA recommendation resulted in three categories of Comprehensive
Plan Amendments; Reformatting of the Comprehensive Plan; minor text amendments:
and local issue amendments.

A. Reformatting of the Comprehensive Plan

Due to the unwieldy size and format of the existing Comprehensive Plan, the Town has
opted to separate the document into 2023 Support Documentation and 2023 Goals,
Objectives and Policies documents. The 2023 Support Documentation as well as
additional future revisions will be approved by Town Council Resolution, as opposed to
Ordinance, in order facilitate the update process. Future 2023 Goals, Objectives and

Policies updates will continue to be approved by Town Ordinance, per statutory
requirements.

As part of the EAR-based review a new Introduction Element has been added to the 2023
Goats, Objectives and Policies document. The Element addresses basic comprehensive
plan requirements per the Florida Statutes. In addition, the following specific vision (i.e.

Community Character Goal) of the Town's future based upon its historical past is
included:

Loxahatchee Groves will protect its natural environment and rural
character in the midst of an urbanizing reqion. The Town will continue
to be a rural residential and agricultural community that has dgreat
respect for lifestyle choices balanced with historical community needs.
This is reflected in a cost effective, minimal government structure that
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strives to protect the environment and our quality of traditional
lifestyles.

Development of plans, enforcement of regulations, and operations of the Town are
directed toward this end.

B. Minor Text Amendments

The following minor amendments are indicated by underline and strikethreugh text in the
accompanying 2023 Goals, Objectives and Policies document.

e Grammer and format revisions.

* Movement of objectives and/or policies to a more appropriate location(s).
o Use of consistent terminology thrbughout the Comprehensive Plan.

e Updating of implementation timing for certain objectives and policies.

» Updating, where necessary, of Florida Statutes references and deleting
Florida Administrative Code references.

C Local Issue Amendments

Local issue amendments, including text and map revisions, are included in the
accompanying 2023 Goals Objectives and Policies document. The following paragraphs

compriseé a data and analysis summary of each issue. Related map revisions are
presented in Exhibit 4.

1. Designation of Okeechobee Boulevard as a Rural Minor Collector

The current designation of Okeechobee Boulevard through the Town, by both the Town
and Palm Beach County, is County Urban Collector. This designation is not consistent
with the nature of the Town, as described by the Community Character Goal included in
the new Introduction Element which describes the Town as a rural residential and
agricultural community. Consistent with its character, the Town has proposed a
change in the designation of Okeechobee Boulevard to Rural Minor Collector.

Implementing the Community Character Goal is the Town’s Rural Residential 5(RR
5) Future Land Use category and Agricultural Residential (AR) zoning district which
encompass more than 95% of the Town's land area and limit residential density to
a maximum of 1 unit per 5 acres.

Supporting the Town's Community Character Goal are Palm Beach County

Comprehensive Plan policies and planning maps and the designation of Loxahatchee

Groves as a rural community by the Florida Department of Commerce (Ref: Exhibit 5).
13



Per Map LU-1.1 (Ref: Exhibit 5), the Town is within the Rural Tier of Palm Beach
County’s Managed Growth Tier System. Objective 1.4 Rural Tier of the Future Land
Use Element of the County Comprehensive Plan, the Rural Tier is characterized as

follows;

“The Rural Tier includes agricultural land and rural settlements that range
in density from primarily 1 dwelling unit per 5 acres to 1 dwelling unit per
20 acres. These areas support large agricultural operations as well as
single-family homes with small family -owned agricultural businesses,
including equestrian related uses. Due to the declining availability of land
and the increase in population in the Urban and Exurban Tiers, the Rural
Tier is beginning to experience pressure for urban densities and
nonresidential intensities normally associated with a more urban area.
The strategies in the Rural Tier are established to protect and enhance
rural settlements that support agricultural uses and equestrian uses while
also providing an alternative style of development in specific areas that
further the goals of the Rural Tier”

County Future Land Use Element Policy 1.4-a states the following Rural Tier land use

“The County shall protect and maintain the rural residential, equestrian
and agricultura! areas within the Rural Tier by:

1. Preserving and enhancing the rural landscape, including
historic, cultural, recreational, agricultural, and open space
resources;

2, Providing facilities and services consistent with the character of
the area;

3. Preserving and enhancing natural resources; and,

4, Ensuring development is compatible with the scale, mass, intensity

of use, height, and character of the rural community”,

Per Map LU-2.1 (Ref: Exhibit 4), the Town is also within the County Rural Service Area.
Objective 3.4 Rural Service Area of the Future Land Use Element summarizes the
required service level as follows:

“Palm Beach County shall require a rural level of service, which meets
the needs of rural development and uses without encouraging the
conversion of rural areas to more intense uses.

14



Policy 3.4-a: The Rural Service Area shall include those areas of the
County where the extension of urban levels of service is neither
foreseen during the long-range planning horizon nor warranted by the
development patterns or densities or intensities allowed. The official
boundaries of the Rural Service Area shall be depicted on the Service
Areas Map in the Map Series.

Policy 3.4-b: Development on a parcel in the Rural Tier that is adjacent
to water and/or sewer lines which existed prior to the adoption of the
Comprehensive Plan in 1989 shall be allowed an urban level of service
when required by the Public Health Department”.

To assist in maintaining its rural character while addressing its infrastructure needs and
improving economic conditions, the Town applied for, and was designated a rural
community, per F.S. Section 288.0656(2)(e)4, by the Florida Department of Commerce
(FDOC). Documentation of the FDOC designation is included in Exhibit 5.

The following supportive text amendments are incorporated in the Transportation Element
in the accompanying 2023 Goals Objectives and Policies document:

2.2.5 Policy:

The following shall be Town policies: (1) permanent removal of the *E” Road ~140th
Avenue “extension; {2) annual exclusion of that portion of Okeechobee Boulevard from
Folsom Road to west of "A” Road from consideration_of expansion to four lanes from the
County’s 5-Year Road Program; (3) support for the extension of Seminole Pratt-Whitney
Road north to State Road 710, the Beeline Highway: (4) opposition to the extension of
Okeechobee Boulevard to State Road 80 (Southern Boulevard): and (5) support of the
extension of State Road 7 from Okeechobee Boulevard to Northlake Boulevard.

2.2.6 Policy:
In order to maintain the two-lane section on Okeechobee Boulevard and protect its rural
character, the Town shall support implementation of the following:

a) Designation of the section of Okeachobee Boulevard within Loxahatchee Groves
a Rural Minor Coilector:

b) Traffic calming features to include, but not limited to, roundabouts, traffic signals.
and/or stop signs at the Letter Road intersections: and

¢} _Implementation and enforcement of reduced speed limits.

2.2.8 Policy:

On an annual basis, work with Palm Beach County to incorporate future roadway
improvements that implement the Town’s Okeechobee Boulevard planning pelicy
Policies 2.2.5 and 2.2.6 within the Five-Year Transportation_Improvement Program
(T1P). In this regard, the Town Council shall be represented at Transportation Planning
Agency meetings in preparation of the TIP.

15




2. Creation of a Local Roads Classification System

The Town’s current classification system consists of three roadways; Okeechobee
Boulevard, Southern Boulevard and Folsom Road. In order to facilitate and prioritize its
local roads maintenance and improvements program it is necessary to create a related
classification system. The Town’s Roadway Equestrian Trails and Greenways (RETAG)

Advisory Committee developed the classification system and map to be incorporated in
the Comprehensive Plan.

To establish a classification system, following text amendments and map are

incorporated in the Transportation Element of the accompanying 2023 Goals Objectives
and Policies document:

2.7  Objective:
The Town shall maintain a safe focal roadway network.

2.7.1 Policy:
For the purpose of allocating public maintenance and capital improvements
projects funds, the Town's local roads shall be classified asfollows: in Table
TRN 1 Local Roads Functionai Classification System and iliustrated on Map
TRN 2 Local Roads Classification Map.

2.7.4 Policy:
The Town shall investigate and implement strategies with all affected
governments, special districts, and other public agencies;-including-the

LGWED; to discourage cut-through traffic on local roads throughout the
Town.

16



Tahle TRN 1

Local Roads Functional Classification System

Road
Classification

Function

Desian Objective

Service Level 1

Principal public access

Improved or

from Town properties to

unimproved, as

both Okeechobee

Boulevard and

Southern Boulevard

determined by the
Town

Service Lavel 2

Public access from

Town properties to

Okeechobee Boulevard

Improved or
unimproved, as

determined by the

or Southern Blvd.

Town

Service Level 3

Connector public
access between two or

Improved or
unimproved determined

more Service Leve! 1

by Town and abutting

Roads

owners

Service Level 4

Non-through public

direct access to Town

Improvement can be
requested by abutting

properties

owners and approved
by Town.

Service Level 5

Non-through private

direct access to Town

Improvements may be
made by abutting

properties

owners
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EXHIBIT 1
LOXAHATCHEE GROVES
EVALUATION AND APPRAISAL NOTIFICATION
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Town of Loxahatchee Groves

I,

e At

155 "F" Raad * Loxakalchee Graves, Florida 33470 « Telephone (361) 793-2418 « Fax {361} 793-2420 - wwwloxahatcheeprovesfl_gov

June 18, 2021

Ray Eubanks, Plan Processing Administrator
Florida Department of Economic Opportunity
Galdwell Building

107 East Madison Street

Tallahasse, Florida 32389

Re: Submiltal of Evaluation and Appraisal Notification for the Town of Loxahatchee Groves (Palm
Beach County).

Dear Mr. Eubanks:

Pursuant to the requirements of F.S. 163.3191{1), please accept this letter as the
Evalualion and Appraisal Notification (Notification) for the Town of Loxahatchee Groves. In
completing the Notification, the Town has ressarched changes in state comprehensive planning
requirements since the date of the adoption of the Gomprehensive Plan :

Based upon the Town's research into the matter, the principal amendments necessary to
reflect updated state comprehenisive planning requirements are those included in F.S. 163.3177
{4)(a) (coordination with the Lower East Coast and Palm Beach County 10-year Water Supply
Plans) and F.S. 163.3177(3)(a} (update of the 5-Year Capital Improvements Plan).

tn addition to a review of updated state requirements, the Town has determined that the
Comprehensive Plan requires the following additional amendments to appropriately reflect current
conditions:

1. Editing statutory and administrafive code referencas in the Comprehensive Plan, and
updating the planning period and populatlon projections; and

2. Additional updates resuling from the recently completed 2016 FDEQ Technical
Assistance Planning Grant No PG361 {currently under review for Second Reading).

The Town will review the abové items and transmit appropriate Comprehensive Plan
amendments fo the State Land Planning Agency. .

.Any questions regarding this submittal may be addressed fo:

Jamie Titcomb Tel (561) 7932418

Town Manager E-Mail: jtitcomp@ioxahatchesgrovesfl.gov
Town of Laxahaichee Groves

155 F Road

Loxahatchee Groves, Fl 33470

Respetifu ly;;s%b!:r‘;ﬁﬁed';““"
Ve
17/ e

A
£ 4;’%{4“*’
Jamie Titcomb, Town Manager
r
/ Town of Loxahatchee Groves
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Ron DeSantis

GOVERMHOR

Dane Eagle

SECRETARY

FLORIDA DEFPARTHMENT o
EQONOMIC OPPORTUMITY

July 15, 2021

Mr. Jamle Titcomb, Town Manager
Town of Loxahatchee Groves

155 F Road

Loxahatchee Groves, Florida 33470

RE: Loxahatchee Groves Evaluation and Appraisal Notification Letter

Dear Mr. Titcomb:

This is to acknowledge recelpt of your Evaluation and Appraisal Notification Letter which
was due on August 1, 2021 and received by the Department on July 13, 2021,

Please note that your proposed comprehensive plan amendments based on your
Evaluation and Appraisal should be transmiited to the Department by luly 13, 2022, within one
year of your notification, pursuant to Section 163.3191(2), Florida Statutes. The amendments

are subject to the State Coordinated Rewew Process as outlined in Sectian 163.3184(4), Florida
Statutes.

Please be aware that Chapter No. 2021-195 Laws of Florida, creates a new Seciion
183. 3177(6)(|), Florida Statutes. Effective July 1, 2021, each local government is now required To
adopt a property rights elemen’c into its comprehensive plan.

Ms. Kelly Corvin of the Department’s staff is available to assist and providea technical guiclance to
your questions cancerning the contents of the Evaluation and Appraisal based comprehensive plan
amendments and may be reached at (850) 717-8503.

If you have any questions concerning the processing of the Evaluation and Appraisal based
amendments, please contact Mr. Ray Eubanks, Plan Processing Administrator, at (850) 717-8483.

Sincerely,

— P
SV 2
{::';j»f ;’.’2{1—:}? [ ST

D. Ray Eubanks
Plan Processing Administrator

DRE/me

frlier oo 2%
Fiorida Depavirnent of Zcodomic Uppoariualiy | © <l Buliding {19 7 £, Madison Strest | lel shasses, FL 22384
0 S4B fi” ) -‘r‘.ﬁaiaus 25

el 20 service ars availanis upon request 1o bidkidusle wiih
Il gy be rerchzd by persons using TTYTTD equipment vig
i Helay Servies 2l 711,

Anegual opport vty amplove
disshifitiss, All voloe tetephons 1
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EAR-BASED AMENDMENTS PROCESS AND SCHEDULE
Commencing January 9, 2023 (10" Revision)

Month Date Comp Plan Element(s) Task
Conservation and 1. Discussion and Staff
January 9 Recreation/Open Space Direction
Housing and 1. Review of January 9th
January 23 | Intergovernmental 2. Discussion and Staff
Coordination Direction
Infrastructure and 1. Review of January 23rd
January 30 | Transportation (part) 2. Discussion and Staff
Direction
Transportation (balance), 1. Review of January 30th
February 13 | Capital Improvements and 2. Discussion and Staff
Property Rights Direction
1. Review of February 13th
February 28 | Future Land Use #1 2. Discussion and Staff
Direction
1. Review of February 28th
March 13 | Future Land Use #2, 2. Discussion and Staff
Direction
introduction Element Plan 1. Review of March 13th
March 27 | graphics and Additional 2. Discussion and Staff
Planning Issues Direction
Summary and discussion of 1. Review of March 27th
April 24 | previous and additional 2. Discussion and Staff
revisions Direction
May 8 .| Council Review Workshop #1 | 1. Discussion of new FLU
categories
Council Review Workshop #2: | 1. Discussion of future fand
Introduction, Infrastructure, uses
May 15 | Recreation and Open Space, Housing| 5 Final Workshop Review of
Capital Improvements, o Elements
Intergovernmental Coordination,
Properly Rights
1. Discussion of future land
Continuation of Review use
May 30 Workshop #2 2. Final Workshop Review of
Elements
Workshop Review of Draft
June 26 | Council Review Workshop #3 | Revised Comp Plan




(TBD)

Comprehensive Plan

Month Date Comp Plan Element(s) Task
Infroduction, Conservation,
Recreation/Open Space,
R gcoag?é?r?étligtr%c;\;eitr;mentai Planning and Zoning Board
ugust 17 review
Improvements, and Property
Rights Elements — Revised
Comprehensive Plan
Future Land Use,
September 21 Transportation and Planning and Zoning Board
Infrastructure Elements — review
Revised Comprehensive Plan
Public Hearing - All Elements | Local Planning Agency
October 24 — Revised Comprehensive Public Hearing and
Plan Recommendation
All Elements — Revised Town Council Review of
January 23 Comprehensive Plan Recommendations from staff
and LPA. :
Public Hearing - All Elements | Council Public Hearing and
February 6 —~ Revised Comprehensive Consideration of Adoption
Plan Ordinance on First Reading
To be . Transmittal to FDEO and
determined TBD Agfrﬁ;?:ﬁ;;vze;izid Other Agencies for Review
 (TBD) and Comment
To be . Staff Review of Agency
determined TBD AC”: Elements — Revised Comments (If any) and Draft
omprehensive Plan
(TBD} response
To be Public Hearing - All Elements | Council Public Hearing and
determined TBD — Revised Comprehensive Consideration of Adoption
(TBD) Plan, Including Agency Ordinance on Second
Comment Responses Reading
To be . .
determined TBD ACIE,oEr:?T:t?; s—ivF;e;ilzid Submittal ofF%cliEogted Plan to
(TBD) P
To be All Elements — Revised Comprehensive Plan
determined TBD

Effective Date
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) own mf Loxahatchee Groves

loshua Ashkey

Florida Commerce

Division of Community Development
107 East Madison Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399

lashua,

[ am Writing to express my strong support for the designation of our rural community, The Town of Loxahatchee
Groves, as an official rural community. | am confident that this designation will bring much-needed resourcas and
support to our community, and | am excited about the potential benefits it will bring to our residents.

The Town of Loxahatchee Groves has a rich history and a deep sense of pride in our rural way of life. However, like
many rura} communities across the state, we face unique challenges and opportunities. Our community relies
heavily on agricutture, with a plethora of bona fide agricultural and homestead designations. Yet, we recognize the
need for investment In ourinfrastructure and economic development.

Designating The Town of Loxahatchee Groves as a rural community weould enable us to access a wide range of
federaland state resources that can help address these challenges. These resources could be used to improve our

roads, stimulate economicgrowth, and provide funding for community development projects that will enhance our
quality of life and preserve our unique rural character.

| kindly request that you consider our applicatibn for rural community designation and support our efforts to
improve the lives of our residents. Attached is our narrative of considerations in determining our eligibility. 1am
avaitable to provide any additional information or assistance that may be needed throughout the application
process. '

Thank you for your time and consideration. We are excited about the prospect of becoming an official rural
community and committed to working diligently to make this designation a reality.

Sincerely,

;‘ =
L‘fk Ll ,,;l

1 [ﬁi r‘{,,‘-.ﬁ-é-d
Francine L. Ramaglia,

Town Manager

Town of Loxahatchee Groves, Florida



il \ L= 4. Alex Kelly -
October 20, 2023

The Honorable Laura Donowski
ivlayor, Town of Loxahatchee Groves
155 F Road

Loxahatchee Groves, Florida 33470

Re: Eligibility for Walver or Reduction of Match Reguirements
Dear Mayor Donowski:

The Florida Department of Commerce has reviewed the Information submitted on
behalf of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves (Town) and has determined that the Town is a “rural

community” as that term is defined by Section 288.0656(2){e)4., Florida Statutes.

Ifyou have any questions or wish to discuss this further, please contact Barbara Powell
at (850) 717-8504 or via email at Barbara.Powell@Commerce.fl.2ov.

Sincerely,
Vi r&g‘ﬂ/!\fzéé}/ (__,r' /{f}{ﬁ
Meredith ey, Depiiiy Secretary
Division of Community Davelopment

wil/bp

An equal opportunity emplayer/program., Auxiliary aids and sevica are availabla
upon request to individuals with disabilities. All voicz telanhone numbars on this
docement may bs reached by persons using TTY/TTD equipmant via the Florida

Relay Service at 741



