


HOW TO RESEARCH THE HISTORY OF A HOUSE IN LOS GATOS
At the Los Gatos Public Library
100 Villa Avenue, Los Gatos CA 95030

Locked Cases Area
1. The Los Gatos Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps located on the microfilm file cabinet. These maps indicate
the outline of buildings in 1884, 1888, 1891, 1895, 1904, 1928 and 1944 (please note the 1944 maps
have been relabeled and appear out-of-order, before the 1928 maps). These can be used to identify a
construction date range.

Bookcase #11
1. The 1941 Tax Assessment Survey. The listings are alphabetical by street name. An entry will note how
old the owner thought the house was in 1941 (please note that this information is not always accurate).

2. The 1991 Anne Bloomfield Historic Resources Survey. These listings are alphabetical by street name.
3. Alist of the Museums of Los Gatos Historic Homes Tours and programs.
4. Alist of the 100 Bellringers and information.
5. As it Was by Dora Rankin.
Bookcase #12

1. The 1924-1974 Polk’s Directories (please note that some years are missing), with reverse listings by
address and then resident name.
2. Business and Telephone Directories, as early as 1881-82.

History Room (Docent Hours: 1:00-5:00 Mondays and Thursdays; 10:00-12:00 Wednesdays)
1. History of Los Gatos by George Bruntz and Los Gatos Observed by Alistair Dallas (979.473).
2. Information in the Residences drawers of the Vertical File, filed by street.
3. The Patrons’ Inquiries, binder #3 Residences, listed by street, located on the shelf above the computers.
These may provide information found under previous searches.

General
1. ancestry.com is available free while inside the library.
2. AField Guide to American Houses by Virginia Savage McAlester (728 M11 in non-fiction)
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ATTACHMENT -1

JUSTIFICATION FOR REMOVAL FROM HISTORIC INVENTORY

446 San Benito Avenue Los Gatos. CA. 94032

SUBJECT: Request for removal of a Pre-1941 Property from Historic Resources

Inventory for the Property Zoned R-1D, Located at 446 San Benito Avenue.
APN 410-16-051.

PROPERTY OWNER/APPLICANT: Devendra Deshwal
PROPERTY DETAILS:

1.

Sl

Date primary structure was built: as per ANNE BLOOMFIELD ARCHITECTURAL
SURVEY- LOS GATOS RESEARCH -Year 1920, As Per Town Record -1905

Town of Los Gatos Historic Status Code: N/A

Does property have an LHP Overlay? No

Is the structure in a historic district? No

If yes, is it a contributor? N/A

DETAILED JUSTIFICATION:

A wide-ranging research has been conducted in line with the guidelines of the Historic
Research WorkSheet, Historic Preservation Committee, Town of Los Gatos and the details
of the research are given as below:

1. LOS GATOS PUBLIC LIBRARY:

a. SANBORN MAPS: The Sanborn maps of 1928 & 1944 are attached as

Annexures-1 & 2. These maps show the main house and an accessory
structure in the rear yard. The main house still exists but the accessory
structure is no longer existing as will be seen from the existing site plan sheet
A1 in the plan set of the existing house attached as Annexure 10.

. 1941 TAX ASSESSMENT: The 1941 Tax Assessment Survey is attached

as Annexure-3. It does not convey any pointer to the historical character of
this building. (The survey report is for lot 43 (Old No.) as also correlated in the
ANNE BLOOMFIELD SURVEY.

. 1989 ANNE BLOOMFIELD HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY

FORM:

The Anne Bloomfield Historic Resource Survey Form is attached as
Annexure-4. The survey also mentions its old lot No. as 43 and also provides
its likely year of construction as 1920. The original style is said to be
“‘Banglow”. It also mentions that some alterations to existing windows and the
Porch were done to the original house. A photo of the house is also given but
the features of the house are not very clear from it. As such, the survey does
not establish it to be a structure of historic importance.

d. POLK’S DIRECTORIES & TELEPHONE DIRECTORY:
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The Polk’s Directories & Telephone directories were researched to know the
details of persons staying or associated with this house. A chronological detalil
of the persons stayed is given in Annexure -5 attached including the relevant
pages of the Polk’s Directory.

A search was made on the internet for important persons associated with Los
Gatos and a list of 83 people appeared as per the link below:
https://www.famousfix.com/list/people-from-los-gatos-california

None of these famous people lived in this house..

Thus a perusal of Annexure 5 and the Google search shows that no
significant persons are associated with this house/structure.

e. HISTORIC PROPERTY RESEARCH COLLOECTION:

The Historic Property Research Collection in the Los Gatos Library was
searched and no record pertaining to this structure was found in box no. 9
relevant for the San Benito Ave. A record of only one house i.e. for 441, was
found in the box. This establishes the house at 446 San Benito Ave does not
have any historical importance.

2. SANTA CLARA COUNTY RESOURCES:

A request was made to the planning department of the Santa Clara County to
ascertain if any plans or any other records are available in the county records.
The county replied that no plan or any other records are available for 446 San
Benito Ave & asked to contact the town of Los Gatos for the same. Thus no
historical records are available in the county for this structure. The email
screenshot of the replies from the county are attached as Annexure 6 & 7.

3. TOWN OF LOS GATOS- COMPUTER RECORDS:

A search was made on the computer installed in the lobby to find out the
records of 446 San Benito Ave. The search yielded some of the records
including the permit records for some of the works done in this house. These
records are attached as Annexure 8 (11 pages). A perusal of these records
indicate that some alteration works have been done to the original house as
below:
1. Electrical service upgrade
2. Front porch repair and repair of the eve.
3. Repair of the roof and eave including replacement of the rafters. The
shape of the house given in this permit is rectangular box type.
4. In addition other unpermitted works have also been carried out in the
house as brought out in succeeding paras.

4. ADDITIONAL DETAILS:

(a) In addition, the details of the house were also downloaded from the Town
of Los Gatos city portal and the same are attached as Annexure-9.. A
perusal of these records show that the permitted floor area of this house is
684 Sq Ft only. whereas the existing floor area of the house is 889 sq ft
without the front porch. It speaks of some unpermitted addition made to
the house as discussed in following paras.
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(b) The plans of the existing house have been prepared and are attached as

Annexure 10 (24 pages). The floor area of the existing house is 889 Sq Ft

as against the permitted floor area of 684 Sq Ft only.

It is also seen that the ceiling height of the bedroom & bathroom on the

right side is only 6’-9” to 6’-11”, as against the main house ceiling height of

8’-0”(+). It is marked with A, B & C on sheet A4, A5 & A6.1.

It establishes that some unpermitted constructions have been made to the

house. The possible unpermitted portion is marked in redlines in sheet A2

(Existing Floor Plan) & A2.1 (Area Calculations).

The photo survey of the existing house has also been done & the photos

of the house are given in sheet A 6.1 to A6.17 & A7 of the attached plan

set (Annexure -10).

A quick perusal of the photos & plan indicate that the house is not

structurally sound & also some alterations have been made which are not

code compliant as outlined below:

i. The ridge board of the porch is not provided as seen in plan sheet
A6.7. Thus the porch roof is not structurally sound.

ii. The height in the bedroom 2 is less than 7°-6” the minimum admissible
height.

iii. A wall has been constructed between bedroom 1 & closet which is
abutting the middle of the window as seen in Sheet A6.17.

iv. The existing windows of the bedroom are not egress compliant as per
the current code requirement etc.

v. The architectural design of the house is very simple- a rectangular box
with front porch enclosed on all sides and no uniqueness is noticed in
the architectural details/design.

vi. Further due to alteration to window & porch etc, the original design is
no longer existing.

(c) As would be seen from the plan sheet A7, all the houses around this

house have been modified and present a good look and this house in the
existing condition is totally a misfit in the area.

(d) The APN map and the Tract Map of the lot are also attached as Annexure

11 &12.

CONCLUSION:

In view of the above points, it is clear that the existing house has no architectural
merit for the following reasons:

a.

The structure is not associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the Town;

No significant persons are associated with the structure.

There are no distinctive characteristics of type, period or method of
construction or representation of work of a master;

. The structure does not yield information to Town history; and,
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ANNEXURE-1

(1928 SANBORN MAPS)

446 San Benoto Ave



ANNEXURE-2
(1944 SANBORN MAPS)

446 San Benito Ave



ANNEXURE -3






ANNEXURE-5
OWNERSHIP HISTORY OF 446 SAN BENITO AVE, LOS GATOS

As per Telephone directories of various years available in the Los gatos Library, the
ownership details are as below:

Period Homeowners

Prior to 1934 No record found

1934 to 1941 Mr Conroy Owen

1941 to 1943 Mr M J Wuseri ( The 1941 Tax assessment indicated his name
(name not legible).

1943 to 1944 Vacant

1945 to 1947 Mrs Kinter Paula

1949 to 2025 Mr Cushman Arth C

2025 onwards Mrs Rajkumari & Devendra Deshwal






























ANNEXURE -6
Santa<Clara County Reply -1



ANNEXURE-7
Santa Clara County Reply -2



ANNEXURE-8

CITY COMPUTER RECORDS

1. Electrical Service Upgrade (5 pages)

d ' SANBENITO AVE - 446 -
.““‘
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OWNER-BUILDER VEmmCAT_lON

1 or my immediate family (parent, spouse, or child) will perform (check one):

1,
A. @Al the work authorized by this permit.
B. Q A portion of the work
C. & None of the work.
If B or C is checked, complete 2 or 3 below.
2. A state licensed contractor will be hired to do (complele section below):
A. U All of the work.
B. (1 A portion of the work
_¢.__ U Noncof the work
Contractor Address/City | Phone Number | State License # | Type of work
to be
performed
3. ] [ will utilize unlicenced person(s) other than my family to perform all or portions of
the authorized work. I understand that I may be an employcr (see reverse side). A
Certificate of Insurance covering worker’s compensalion must be on file al the
Communily Development office.
Person/Firm Address/City I'hone Number Type of work to be
performed
. 1 AGREL TO CHECK THAT EACIHI CONTRACTOR AND SUBCONTRACTOR HAS A
VALID TOWN OF LOS GATOS BUSINESS LICENSE BEFORE THEY BEGIN TO
WORK. YOU MAY VERIFY BUSINESS LICENSE STATUS WIT1l THE FINANCE
DEPARTMENT AT (408) 354-6831 OR (408) 399-5704.
roperty Owner's lnitial;::_)"“ (
Any changes to this form shall be submitted to the Community Development Department

nmaster\finance\permit




- TOWN OF LOS GATOS
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
PO Box 949, Los Gatos, CA 95031
(408) 354-6881

OWNER-BUILDER INFORMATION

Attention Property Owner:

If you plan to improve your property and employ persons other than your immcdiate family, the
following information will be of benefit to you. State and Federal laws require that you:

. Register with the State and Federal government as an employer.
. Withhold and remit income tax for each employcc.
. Withliold and r=mit social sceurity costs on each employec and pay social security costs on

cach cinployce

. Withhold and remit disability insurancc costs for each employcc and pay worker’s
compensation insurance costs for cach employce.

. Pay employec unvinployment insurance costs on cach cmployee.

. "“liere may be financial risks for you if you do not carry out these obligations and these risks
arc especially scrious with respect to worker’s compcensation insurance

. It the structure is intended for sale, properly owners who arc not licensed contractors are
allowed to perform their work personally or through their own employees, withouta licensed
contractor or subcontractor, only under limited conditions.

. A frequent pre tice of unlicenced persons professing to be contractors is to securc an
“Owner-Builder” building permit, erroncously implying th-:t the property owner is providing
his o1 sier own labor and material personally.

Information about licensed contractors, insurancc, and licn laws may be obtained by contacting the
Contractors® Stale License Board and/or various business and trade associations.

Please complete the “Owner-Builder Verification” form (reverse side) and sign below so that we can
confirm that you arc aware of these matlers. The building permit cannot be issued wntil the
verification has been completed and signed to the Community Development Department.

e 4 ek 4o e om0 A o B T L S S S8 8 e e S e ST - Y e 9 O B B 0 P 8 T S T 8 0 P e

I declare under penalty of perjury that {lie information provided on the reverse side is true
and correct. I have read and understand the Owner-Builder Information,

N .
Property Owner’s Signature: M /MIJMM _Date: ”_Z_.

Job Addrcss: 9/1/6 (~$-AW 8&]1) ((f() N Permit ¥ /Eoy.. M(

V ~
Print Owner’s Nanw:__,..wn J










OWNER-BUILDER DECLARATION
| hereby affirm under penaity of perjury that | am exempt from the Contractors’ State License Law for the reason(s}

indicated below by the checkmark(s) | have placed next to the applicable item(s) (Section 7031.5, Business and
Professions

Code: Any city or county that requires a permit to construct, alter, improve, demolish, or repair any structure, prior ta its
issuance, also requires the applicant for the permit to file a signed statement that he ar she is licensed pursuant to the
provisions of the Contractors' State License Law (Chapter 8 {commencing with Section 7000) of Division 3 of the
Business and Professions Code) or that he or she is exempt from licensure and the basis for the alleged exemption. Any
violation of Section 7031.5 by any applicant for a permit subjects the applicant to a civil penalty of not more than five

* hundred dollars {$500).):
7> 2%, as owner of the property, or my employees with wages as their sole compensation, will do () all of or () portions

A

of the work, and the structure is not intended or offered for sale (Section 7044, Business and Professions Code: The
Contractors' State License Law does not apply ta an owner of property who, through employees' or personal effort, builds
or improves the property, provided that the improvements are not intended or offered for sale. If, however, the building or
improvement is sold within one year of completion, the Owner-Builder will have the burden of praving that it was not built
or improved for the purpose of sale.).

{1, as owner of the property, am exclusively contracting with licensed Contractors to construct the project (Section
7044, Business and Professions Code: The Contractors' State License Law does not apply to an owner of property who
builds or improves thereon, and who contracts for the projects with a licensed Contractor pursuant to the Contractors’
State License Law.).

1 am exempt from jJicensure under the Contractors’ State License Law for the following reason:

mytsignature belowT acknowledge that, except for my personal residence in which | must have resided for at least
one year prior to completion of the improvements covered by this permit, | cannot legally sell a structure that | have built
as an owner-builder if it has not been constructed in ifs entirely by licensed contractors. | understand that a copy of the
applicable law, Section 7044 of the Business and Professions Code, is available upon request when this application is
submitted or at the following. Web site: hitp:/fwww.leginfo.ca.gov/calaw.html

Date 72 -/ / ~ /') Signature of Properly Owner or Authorized agent

DECLARATION REGARDING CONSTRUCTION LENDING AGENCY

1 hereby affirm under penalty of perjury that there is a construction lending agency for the performance of the work for
which this permit is issued {Section 3097, Civil Code).

Lender's Name Lender's Address

By my signature below, | certify to each of the following:

| am the property owner or authorized to act on the property owner's behalf. | have read this application and the
information | have provided is correct. | agree to comply with all applicable city and county ordinances and state laws
relating to building construction. | authorize representatives of this city or county to enter the above-identified property for

inspeﬂcic:-ngrpos(e;; -_,_b/g 8 em poy 2 = // = / O V

S@ﬁﬁlre &f Property Owner or Authidrized Agent Date
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TowN oF Los GAToS Blo-174

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT Civic CanTER
BUILDING DIVISION 110 E. MAIN STREET

PHONE (408) 354-6876 FAX (408) 354-7593 P.O. Box 949
www.LosGatosCA.gov/building Los Gatos, CA 95031

NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER

Dear Property Owner:

An application for a building permit has been submitted in ygur name listing yourself as the builder of
the property improvements specified at 4 %{» ..57,5_ ’ Z,%g TED

We are providing you with an Owner-Builder Acknowledgment and Information Verification Form to
make you aware of your responsibilities and possible risk you may incur by having this permit issued in
your name as the Owner-Builder.

We will not issue a building permit until you have read, initialed your understanding of each provision,
signed, and returned this form to us at our official address indicated. An agent of the owner cannot
execute this notice unless you, the property owner, obtain the prior approval of the permitting authority.

OWNER'S ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND VERIFICATION OF INFORMATION DIRECTIONS:
Read and initial each statement below to signify you understand or verify this information.

- L. Tunderstand a frequent practice of unlicensed persons is to have the property owner obtain an
"Owner-Builder" building permit that erroneously implies that the property owner is providing his or her
own labor and material personally. I, as an Owner-Builder, may be he!d liable and subject to serious
financial risk for any injuries sustained by an unlicensed person and his or her employees while working
on my property. My homeowner's insurance may not provide coverage for those injuries. I am willfully
acting as an Owner-Builder and am aware of the limits of my insurance coverage for injuries to workers
On my property.

2. I understand building permits are not required to be signed by property owners unless they are
responsible for the construction and are not hiring a licensed Contractor to assume this responsibility.

3.1 understand as an "Owner-Builder" I am the respousible paity of record on the permit. I
understand that I may protect myself from potential financial risk by hiring a licensed Contractor and
having the permit filed in his or her name instead of my own.

4.1 understand Contractors are required by law to be licensed and bonded in California and to list
their license numbers on permits and contracts,

5. Tunderstand if I employ or otherwise engage any persons, other than California licensed
Contractors, and the total value of my construction is at least five hundred dollars ($500), including labor
and materials, I may be eonsidered an "employer" under state and federal faw.

__ 6.l understand if [ am considered an "employer" under state and federal law, I must register with the
state and federal government, withhold payroll taxes, provide workers' compensation disability insurance,
and contribute to unemployment compensation for each "employee." I also understand my failure to abide
by these laws may subject me to serious financial risk.

{over)

INcorPoRATED Aucust 10, 1887
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__ 7.1 understand under California Contractors' State License Law, an Owner-Builder who builds
single-family residential structures cannot legally build them with the intent to offer them for sale, unless
all work is performed by licensed subcontractors and the number of structures does not exceed four within
any calendar year, or all of the work is performed under contract with a licensed general building
Contractor.

-- 8. T-understand as-an Owner-Builder if I sell the property for -whicﬁ this permit is issued, Tmay be - - - - -

held liable for any financial or personal injuries sustained by any subsequent owner(s) that result from any
latent construction defects in the workmanship or materials.

___9.Tunderstand I may obtain more information regarding my obligations as an "employer” from the
Internal Revenue Service, the United States Small Business Administration, the California Department of
Benefit Payments, and the California Division of Industrial Accidents. I also understand I may contact the
California Contractors' State License Board (CSLB) at 1-800-321-CSLB (2752) or www.cslb.ca.gov for
more information about licensed contractors,

10. I am aware of and consent to an Owner-Builder building permit applied for in my name, and

understand that I am the party iegalliﬁy‘ financi /l—}y respensible for proposed construction activity at the
following address: '21 )y J.p “ ﬂz

11. I agree that, as the party legally and financially responsible for this proposed construction
activity, I will abide by all applicable laws and requirements that govern Owner-Builders as well as
employers.

__12.1 agree to notify the issuer of this form immediately of any additions, deletions, or changes to
any of the information I have provided on this form. Licensed contractors are regulated by laws designed
to protect the public. If you contract with someone who does not have a license, the Contractors' State
License Board may be unable to assist you with any financial loss you may sustain as a result of a
complaint. Your only remedy against unlicensed Contractors may be in civil court. It is also important for
you to understand that if an unlicensed Contractor or employee of that individual or firm is injured while
working on your property, you may be held liable for damages. If you obtain a permit as Owner-Builder
and wish to hire Contractors, you will be responsible for verifying whether or not those Contractors are
properly licensed and the status of their workers' compensation insurance coverage. Before a building
permit can be issued, this form must be completed and signed by the property owner and returned to the
agency responsible for issuing the permit.

Note: A copy of the property owner's driver's license, form notarization, or other verification acceptable
to the agency is required to be presented when the permit is issued to verify the property owner's
signature.

Signature of property owner ra Date: =2 -/ / — /70

I have contracted with the following person (firm) to provide the proposed construction:

Person and/or Firm Name:

Address City Zip

Phone Contractors State License Number

If needed, provide additional contractor information on separate form.

NADEVAFORMS\Building\OwnerBuilder.doc Revised 05/13/2009






3. REROOF INCLUDING REPLACEMENT OF ROOF PERMIT -1 Page
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REFERENCES
(A) BRUNSKULL SUB., "K"-M—67

(B) PARCEL MAP, 475—-M—20
(C) RECORD OF SURVEY 746—M—27
(D) PARCEL MAP, 500-M—33

BASIS OF BEARINGS

BEARING NORTH 21°30° EAST ALONG THE CENTER
LINE OF SAN BENITO AVENUE AS SHOWN UPON THAT
CENTAIN PARCEL MAP FILED FOR RECORD IN

BOOK 475 OF MAPS, AT PAGE 20, SANTA CLARA
COUNTY RECORDS, WAS USED AS THE BASIS OF
BEARINGS FOR THIS MAP.

SURVEYOR'S STATEMENT

This map correctly represents a survey made by
me or under my direction In conformance with the

requirements of the Professional Land Surveyors’ Act at

the request of Gilbert Clevenger in January, 2005.

ROBERT J. RAIG
Professional Lond Surveydr No. 5418
Renewal Date 9/30/2006

LICENSE
RENEWAL DATE
30 SEPT 2008

COUNTY SURVEYOR'S STATEMENT

This map has been examined in accordance with Section 8766 of the

Professional Land Surveyors’ Act this

GWENDOLYN GEE, COUNTY SURVEYOR -

Professional Land Surveyor No. 6780
Renewai Date 9/30/2006

LEGEND

® indicates Monuments, found as noted.

ANNEXURE-12.
TRACT MAP

o Indicates set 3/4” Iron Pipe, tagged "LS 5418",

uniess noted otherwise.

(N.R.F.) Indicates no record found.

N&T Indicates set nail & tag "LS 5418" in sidewalk.
( ) Indicates record data per reference table.

All distances shown are in feet and decimals thereof.
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RECORDER’S STATEMENT

Filed this__ 21" __day of NoVernbay 2008 02428, i Book 19

of Maps

LAND SURVEYS, INC.

County RecorderL:
By Deputy

at Page_s_i at the request of

BRENDA DAWVS

DUNBAR & CRAIG

Fite: [{é%bg?/

L

Fee:

o2

This map being filed in cccoreén/w'v_vi,th Section 8762(b) (1)(2)(3) of the
Professional Land Surveyors’ Act.
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o SET N&T IN SIDEWALK S68'37’E  1.00° DISTANT.

APN: 410-17-056
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DUNBAR & CRAIG

LICENSED LAND SURVEYORS
236 N. SANTA CRUZ AVENUE #104

RECORD OF SURVEY
LOT 62, BRUNSKULL SUB.

AS SHOWN IN BOOK "K" OF MAPS, PAGE 67
RECORDS OF SANTA CLARA COUNTY

LOS GATOS, CAUFORNIA 95030
(408) 399-6929

LICENSED LAND SURVEYCOR NO. 5418

SITUATED IN

TOWN OF LOS GATOS

SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

SCALE 17=40" DRAWN CHC JOB NO. 05006 SHEET
DATE NOVEMBER 22, 2005] CHECKED RJC INDEX SANTA CLARA CO. 1
DESIGN RJC DWG NAME O0S5006ROS.dwg J GRID 139-28-52 OoF
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