Dated 05/19/2025
To

Town of Los Gatos
Historic Preservation Committee

SUBJECT: Request for removal of a Pre-1941 Property from Historic Resources Inventory
for the Property Zoned R-1D.
ADDENDUM TO LETTER DATED 05/07/2025

Address: 446 San Benito Ave
APN: 410-16-051

Dear Committee Members,
This is in continuation to my earlier request dated 04/07/2025 and 05/07/2025 for removal
of the house at 446 San Benito Ave from the Historic Resource Inventory.

During the last meeting following queries were raised by the Hon’ble members of the HPC:

1. Whether the owners have met the neighbors with regards to the historic information
etc..

2. How the integrity of the structure is compromised as the same was not very clear
from the documents submitted.

In this regard, following additional information is submitted for perusal of the HPC:

1. MEETING WITH NEIGHBORS:
| met the following owners on 04/27/2025:

() Kevin Fernandez and his wife, _: Kevin is the owner of the
home at || 2nd has been residing in the neighborhood for the last
50 years. It was explained by him that the house has undergone changes over the
years with modifications on the front side as well as on the rear side. and does not
present the original look today.

It was further told by him that there was a structure in the middle of the lot which had
caught fire some 2-3 years back and the same was taken out from the lot
completely. This fact is corroborated from the Sanborn map where we see a
structure in the middle rear left of the main house. This structure is also seen in
Google vicinity map -Refer sheet A6.22. The concrete platform is also seen at the
same location in photo sheet A6.3.

The phone number of Kevin is |||

(ii) Luchi Gonzalez & his wife Amal: Luici and Amal are living as a tenant in the
house at || for the 'ast 3 years. They also mentioned about the fire
damaging the second structure on the lot. They however did not have any more
historical information. The phone number of Amal is ||| Gz
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(iii) The lot at 445 San Benito Ave has five units and all are occupied by the
tenants. No one was available for discussion. Otherwise also the tenant may not be
having any historical information of significance.

(iv) The house at_ has 2 units and both are occupied by the
tenants. | met the tenant of the front unit, Joe Grafer, who moved in within the last
one year only and did not have any past information about the house.The phone
number of Joe is

Joe also gave me the phone number of the homeowner Holy Kaiser

| tried contacting her but could not talk to her yet. | will provide the details of any
more information | am able to get after discussion with her, as soon as | am able to
talk to her.

(v) The house no_ is also occupied by the tenant. | met the
tenant, Teri Jetter, on 05/12/2025. She has been living in the house for the last 16
years. She confirmed the fire in the garage and also broadly mentioned about the
changes in the look of the house during this period without any specifics.

The phone number of Teri is ||| N

Conclusion: The meeting with the neighbors provided evidence that the main house
has undergone significant changes with one structure on the lot completely removed
from the lot and the present structure does not at all provide its original look.

. INTEGRITY OF THE STRUCTURE:

a. Front of the house:

(i) After learning from the neighbors that the house does not provide the original
historical look, | contacted the last homeowners who were staying in the house from
1949 to 2025 and got some old photographs of the house. The old vs new
photographs are depicted in sheet A6.18, A6.19 & A6.20. The old house number
plate is also visible in the old and new photos. It is seen that the front look of the
house has totally changed from the original look of the house.

b. Rear of the house:

(ii) As would be seen from photos on sheet A2.1, there was a porch on the rear side
with a sloping roof. The slope line is clearly visible on both sides along with the
siding on the walls. The photo on sheet A6.21 looks like that of the rear porch,
though not totally relatable. Subsequently some addition was made on the rear side
of the house by adding a room and totally modifying the outer shape of the house. It
is also supported by the fact that the existing area of the house is 845 sq f,
whereas, the area of the house as per records is only 684 sq ft.

C. Windows of the house:

(iii) It would be seen from the old photo on sheet A6.19 and 6.21 that the window
frame has a sill projecting out of the wall face, whereas, the present vinyl windows
are flush with the wall. | also looked at the window style of the neighboring houses



and the photos of the same are given on a new plan sheet A6.22. It is seen that
windows of all the houses of that time are of the same style with a sill projection at
the bottom of the windows. Thus, the windows installed as of nhow are not similar to
the style of the time of its construction and the windows as well as the fixing style
has been modified and is not the original one.

(iv) As would be seen from the existing floor plan sheet A2 and the left side
elevation on sheet A4 and the left side photo on sheet A6.8 and interior side photo
on A6.17, the window installed is spanning over the interior wall. Such a situation
cannot exist in the original condition and, therefore, it is clear that the outside
window placement has also been modified.

(v) Moreover, the size and style of all the windows is such that none of these
complies with the egress requirements.

d. Complete removal of the existing structure:

(vi) As brought out above a separate structure in the rear yard fully visible from San
Benito Ave has been completely demolished due to fire. Form 1(9) -'Building
Classification & Computation Record’ for the property, attached as Annexure 14 also
specifies the existence of a 240 sq ft garage in the rear of the house which is
non-existent today.

Conclusion: It is seen from the above discussion that the front of the structure is not
the same as it existed historically. The windows of the house have been altered to
present a totally different look. Furthermore, one structure on the lot is completely
not existing.

Thus, it is quite obvious that the integrity of the structure has been compromised
such that the structure no longer has the potential to convey significance.

In view of the above, it is once again requested to kindly approve removal of the
house at 446 San Benito Ave from the historic resources inventory.

Encl: 1. Request letter dated 04/07/2025 -Attachment 1

2. Home inspection report as Annexure -13 -Page 8 for foundation condition

3. Annexure-14 -Form 1(9) -Building Classification & Computation Record
document.

3. Additional enclosures referred above i.e. A6.18, A6.19, A6.20, A6.21 & A6.22.
-Attachment 2

Devendra Deshwal
Homeowner 0 g) ’ (\I 9’01(

446 San Benito Ave
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ATTACHMENT -1

Dated 04.07.2025
To

Town of Los Gatos
Historic Preservation Committee

SUBJECT: Request for removal of a Pre-1941 Property from Historic Resources Inventory
for the Property Zoned R-1D.
Address: 446 San Benito Ave
APN 410-16-051.

Dear CommitteeMembers,

This is regarding a request for removal of the house at 446 San Benito Ave from the
Historic Resource Inventory. As outlined in the Historic Research Worksheet, the required
research was conducted and the following documents reviewed:
e Sanborn Maps — Attached as Annexure 1 & 2 along with the HRC worksheet.
e 1941 Tax Assessment — Attached as Annexure 3 along with the HRC worksheet.
e 1989 Ann Bloomfield Historic Resource Survey Form — Attached as Annexure 4
along with the HRC worksheet.
e Polk Directories — Attached as Annexure 5 along with the HRC worksheet.
e Historic Property Collection and Tour Books — Nothing could be found in the
Historic property Collection as outlined in the HRC worksheet.
e Telephone Directories — Included with Polk Directories.

In addition following documents were also relied upon:

e Santa Clara County records -No records were available in the county for this
property. The replies from the county are attached as Annexure 6 & 7 with the HRC
Worksheet.

e Permit history of the house from City Computer Records: As per Annexure 8
attached with HRS worksheet.

e Town of los Gatos Parcel Report: As per Annexure -9 attached with HRC
worksheet.

e Home inspection report: attached herewith as Annexure 13.

Our research has determined that the structure has neither any historic significance nor any
architectural merit:
e ltis believed that the home may have been built in 1905.
o The home was not constructed with any defined architectural style and has
been modified from the original design.
m The house does not have any perimeter foundation. Refer Page 8 of

the Home Inspection report attached herewith as Annexure 13.

m The front porch has clearly been modified. The ridge board of the
porch is not provided as seen in plan sheet A6.7. Thus the porch roof
is not structurally sound.



m Unpermitted additions have been made to the house. The height in
bedroom 2 is less than 7°-0”, the minimum admissible height.

m A wall has been constructed between bedroom 1 & closet which is
abutting the middle of the window as seen in Sheet A6.17 of the plan
set attached as Annexure 10 along with HRC worksheet.

m The existing windows of the bedroom are not egress compliant as per
the current code requirement etc.

m The vinyl windows are not original and of the time of its construction,
and may not be in their original locations.

m The windows and front door do not reflect the architectural style nor
materials used in that era.
m The architectural design of the house is very simple- a rectangular box

with front porch enclosed on all sides and no uniqueness is noticed in
the architectural details/design.

m Further due to alteration to window & porch etc, the original design is
no longer existing.

o Our research indicates that no person of any significant importance nor
anyone associated with the Town’s founding or history has ever owned or
lived in the property.

o While the home was built prior to 1941, it is not included in historical records,
is not located within any historic district, and has no redeeming architectural
qualities.

o Inits current condition under modern codes, it may be deemed uninhabitable.

The above details, along with the specifics provided in the HRC worksheet demonstrate
that all five required findings have been proven:
1. The structure is not associated with events that have made a significant contribution
to the Town;
2. No Significant persons are associated with the site;
3. There are no distinctive characteristics of type, period, or method of construction or
representation of the work of a master;
4. The structure does not yield information to Town history; or
5. The integrity has been compromised such that the structure no longer has the
potential to convey significance.

Based on the evidence provided above, we strongly believe that this structure should be
removed from any historic list.

Encl: 1. HRC Worksheet along with Annexures 1 to 12.
2. Home inspection regort as Annexure -13 -Page 8 for foundation condition.

Devendra D

lomeovmer 04" 07‘{%"/&/

446 San Benito Ave






TOWN OF LOS GATOS
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMITTEE
HISTORIC RESEARCH WORKSHEET

Applicants shall provide written evidence and supporting documents to justify their request for a
remodel, alteration, addition, determination of significance, or demolition of a designated or
presumptive historic resource. This worksheet is intended to assist the applicant in gathering written
evidence and supporting documents, and to assist the Historic Preservation Committee during
evaluation of the request.

Applicants shall provide written evidence and supporting documents of the historical and architectural
characteristics, regarding both structures (construction date, alteration dates, photographic
documentation) and people (owner and/or resident names). If written evidence cannot fit on this
worksheet, please attach separate sheets.

The Historic Preservation Committee reviews the application using the Town's Historic District Ordinance
requirements. Copies of the ordinance(s) are available at Town Hall. The Committee meets the fourth
Wednesday of every month. The filing deadline is 20 days prior to the meeting by 11:00 AM.

The applicant shall research the following (please check the box once you complete your research):

1. Los Gatos Public Library (see How to Research the History of a House in Los Gatos):
Sanborn Maps

1941 Tax Assessment

1989 Anne Bloomfield Historic Resource Survey forms

Polk’s Directories

W W (=

Telephone Directories
Other
2. Santa Clara County Resources (especially helpful for properties previously located in the county’s

|

jurisdiction):
Santa Clara County Planning Department records
O SanJose Public Library (California Room)
3. Community Development Department Resources:
Sanborn Maps
1989 Anne Bloomfield Historic Resource Survey forms
Community Development Department property files (permit history)

03/21/2025
Research was conducted on (please enter date):

. 1. San Born Maps. 2. 1941 Tax Assesment
Records and Documents found (please attach copies):

3. 1989 Anne Bloomfield Historic Survey. 4. Telephone Directories. 5. Computer Records. 6. SCC replies

The justification for the removal of 446 San Benito Ave from the Historic Inventory is attached
as Attachment-1 containing all these documents as Annexures 1 to 10.



HOW TO RESEARCH THE HISTORY OF A HOUSE IN LOS GATOS
At the Los Gatos Public Library
100 Villa Avenue, Los Gatos CA 95030

Locked Cases Area
1. The Los Gatos Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps located on the microfilm file cabinet. These maps indicate
the outline of buildings in 1884, 1888, 1891, 1895, 1904, 1928 and 1944 (please note the 1944 maps
have been relabeled and appear out-of-order, before the 1928 maps). These can be used to identify a
construction date range.

Bookcase #11
1. The 1941 Tax Assessment Survey. The listings are alphabetical by street name. An entry will note how
old the owner thought the house was in 1941 (please note that this information is not always accurate).

2. The 1991 Anne Bloomfield Historic Resources Survey. These listings are alphabetical by street name.
3. Alist of the Museums of Los Gatos Historic Homes Tours and programs.
4. Alist of the 100 Bellringers and information.
5. As it Was by Dora Rankin.
Bookcase #12

1. The 1924-1974 Polk’s Directories (please note that some years are missing), with reverse listings by
address and then resident name.
2. Business and Telephone Directories, as early as 1881-82.

History Room (Docent Hours: 1:00-5:00 Mondays and Thursdays; 10:00-12:00 Wednesdays)
1. History of Los Gatos by George Bruntz and Los Gatos Observed by Alistair Dallas (979.473).
2. Information in the Residences drawers of the Vertical File, filed by street.
3. The Patrons’ Inquiries, binder #3 Residences, listed by street, located on the shelf above the computers.
These may provide information found under previous searches.

General
1. ancestry.com is available free while inside the library.
2. AField Guide to American Houses by Virginia Savage McAlester (728 M11 in non-fiction)

N:\DEV\FORMS\Planning\2022-23 Forms\HPC\HPC - Request for Review.docx 3/25/2022



Community Development Application Process Agreement

This document explains the decision-making process used by the Town of Los Gatos for all land-use related
applications and permits being considered by the Community Development Director, Development Review
Committee, Historic Preservation Committee, Planning Commission, and/or the Town Council. All applicants
and their representatives/professionals are required to read, understand, acknowledge, and sign this
disclosure prior to their application being deemed complete and ready for consideration.

All applications and permits presented to the Community Development Director, Development Review
Committee, Historic Preservation Committee, Planning Commission, and/or the Town Council are solely at
their discretion, including but not limited to General Plan Amendments, Zoning Amendments, Planned
Developments, Architecture and Site Applications, Conditional Use Permits, Subdivisions, Minor Residential
Developments, and Removals from the Historic Resources Inventory. Staff and consultant
recommendations, including those of the consulting architect, are in no way limiting on or indicative of any
subsequent decision or direction from the Community Development Director, Development Review
Committee, Historic Preservation Committee, Planning Commission, and/or Town Council.

Staff and consultant recommendations are based solely on the application of the Town’s General Plan, Zoning
and other ordinances, Specific Plans, Guidelines, and adopted policies. Staff’s role is not to advocate for or
support the interests of the applicant, but to ensure compliance with the aforementioned policy direction and
to consider the proposed development’s impacts on both the immediate neighborhood and the broader
community.

Town Council policy prohibits the Planning Commission from discussing pending applications or permits with
either the proponents or opponents of the application. Applicants and their representatives are prohibited
from directly or indirectly contacting or communicating with Planning Commissioners regarding the
application except through publicly disclosed written communications.

For Planning Commission matters appealed to the Town Council, in the appeal, and based on the record, the
appellant bears the burden to prove that there was an error or abuse of discretion by the Planning
Commission as required by Section 29.20.275. If neither is proved, the appeal shall be denied. If the
appellant meets the burden, the Council shall grant the appeal and may modify, in whole or in part, the
determination from which the appeal was taken or, in its discretion, return the matter to the Planning
Commission. If the basis for granting the appeal is, in whole or in part, information not presented to or
considered by the Planning Commission, the matter shall be returned to the Planning Commission for review.

Those signing below grant the Town of Los Gatos release to copy and reproduce electronically, in whole or in

part, drawings and all other materials submitted with this development application for the Town’s regulatory,
administrative, and legal functions, including sharing of information with other governmental entities and for
compliance with the California Public Records Act

The undersigned have reviewed this document and acknowledge and agree to the statements above.

Property Owner: Devendra Deshwal DATE: 03/24/2025
. . Devendra Deshwal 03/24/2025

Architect/Designer: ATE:

Civil Engineer: Devendra Deshwal g 03/24/2025

Business Owner: DATE:

Other: DATE:




ATTACHMENT -1

JUSTIFICATION FOR REMOVAL FROM HISTORIC INVENTORY

446 San Benito Avenue Los Gatos, CA, 94032

SUBJECT: Request for removal of a Pre-1941 Property from Historic Resources

Inventory for the Property Zoned R-1D, Located at 446 San Benito Avenue.
APN 410-16-051.

PROPERTY OWNER/APPLICANT: Devendra Deshwal
PROPERTY DETAILS:

1.

ok owb

Date primary structure was built: as per ANNE BLOOMFIELD ARCHITECTURAL
SURVEY- LOS GATOS RESEARCH -Year 1920, As Per Town Record -1905

Town of Los Gatos Historic Status Code: N/A

Does property have an LHP Overlay? No

Is the structure in a historic district? No

If yes, is it a contributor? N/A

DETAILED JUSTIFICATION:

A wide-ranging research has been conducted in line with the guidelines of the Historic
Research WorkSheet, Historic Preservation Committee, Town of Los Gatos and the details
of the research are given as below:

1. LOS GATOS PUBLIC LIBRARY:

a. SANBORN MAPS: The Sanborn maps of 1928 & 1944 are attached as

Annexures-1 & 2. These maps show the main house and an accessory
structure in the rear yard. The main house still exists but the accessory
structure is no longer existing as will be seen from the existing site plan sheet
A1 in the plan set of the existing house attached as Annexure 10.

. 1941 TAX ASSESSMENT: The 1941 Tax Assessment Survey is attached

as Annexure-3. It does not convey any pointer to the historical character of
this building. (The survey report is for lot 43 (Old No.) as also correlated in the
ANNE BLOOMFIELD SURVEY.

. 1989 ANNE BLOOMFIELD HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY

FORM:

The Anne Bloomfield Historic Resource Survey Form is attached as
Annexure-4. The survey also mentions its old lot No. as 43 and also provides
its likely year of construction as 1920. The original style is said to be
“Banglow”. It also mentions that some alterations to existing windows and the
Porch were done to the original house. A photo of the house is also given but
the features of the house are not very clear from it. As such, the survey does
not establish it to be a structure of historic importance.

d. POLK’S DIRECTORIES & TELEPHONE DIRECTORY:

Contd P2



The Polk’s Directories & Telephone directories were researched to know the
details of persons staying or associated with this house. A chronological detail
of the persons stayed is given in Annexure -5 attached including the relevant
pages of the Polk’s Directory.

A search was made on the internet for important persons associated with Los
Gatos and a list of 83 people appeared as per the link below:
https://www.famousfix.com/list/people-from-los-gatos-california

None of these famous people lived in this house..

Thus a perusal of Annexure 5 and the Google search shows that no
significant persons are associated with this house/structure.

e. HISTORIC PROPERTY RESEARCH COLLOECTION:

The Historic Property Research Collection in the Los Gatos Library was
searched and no record pertaining to this structure was found in box no. 9
relevant for the San Benito Ave. A record of only one house i.e. for 441, was
found in the box. This establishes the house at 446 San Benito Ave does not
have any historical importance.

2. SANTA CLARA COUNTY RESOURCES:

A request was made to the planning department of the Santa Clara County to
ascertain if any plans or any other records are available in the county records.
The county replied that no plan or any other records are available for 446 San
Benito Ave & asked to contact the town of Los Gatos for the same. Thus no
historical records are available in the county for this structure. The email
screenshot of the replies from the county are attached as Annexure 6 & 7.

3. TOWN OF LOS GATOS- COMPUTER RECORDS:

A search was made on the computer installed in the lobby to find out the
records of 446 San Benito Ave. The search yielded some of the records
including the permit records for some of the works done in this house. These
records are attached as Annexure 8 (11 pages). A perusal of these records
indicate that some alteration works have been done to the original house as
below:
1. Electrical service upgrade
2. Front porch repair and repair of the eve.
3. Repair of the roof and eave including replacement of the rafters. The
shape of the house given in this permit is rectangular box type.
4. In addition other unpermitted works have also been carried out in the
house as brought out in succeeding paras.
4. ADDITIONAL DETAILS:

(a) In addition, the details of the house were also downloaded from the Town
of Los Gatos city portal and the same are attached as Annexure-9.. A
perusal of these records show that the permitted floor area of this house is
684 Sq Ft only. whereas the existing floor area of the house is 889 sq ft
without the front porch. It speaks of some unpermitted addition made to
the house as discussed in following paras.
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(b) The plans of the existing house have been prepared and are attached as

Annexure 10 (24 pages). The floor area of the existing house is 889 Sq Ft

as against the permitted floor area of 684 Sq Ft only.

It is also seen that the ceiling height of the bedroom & bathroom on the

right side is only 6’-9” to 6’-11”, as against the main house ceiling height of

8’-0”(+). It is marked with A, B & C on sheet A4, A5 & AG.1.

It establishes that some unpermitted constructions have been made to the

house. The possible unpermitted portion is marked in redlines in sheet A2

(Existing Floor Plan) & A2.1 (Area Calculations).

The photo survey of the existing house has also been done & the photos

of the house are given in sheet A 6.1 to A6.17 & A7 of the attached plan

set (Annexure -10).

A quick perusal of the photos & plan indicate that the house is not

structurally sound & also some alterations have been made which are not

code compliant as outlined below:

i. The ridge board of the porch is not provided as seen in plan sheet
A6.7. Thus the porch roof is not structurally sound.

ii. The height in the bedroom 2 is less than 7°-6” the minimum admissible
height.

iii. A wall has been constructed between bedroom 1 & closet which is
abutting the middle of the window as seen in Sheet A6.17.

iv. The existing windows of the bedroom are not egress compliant as per
the current code requirement etc.

v. The architectural design of the house is very simple- a rectangular box
with front porch enclosed on all sides and no uniqueness is noticed in
the architectural details/design.

vi. Further due to alteration to window & porch etc, the original design is
no longer existing.

(c) As would be seen from the plan sheet A7, all the houses around this

house have been modified and present a good look and this house in the
existing condition is totally a misfit in the area.

(d) The APN map and the Tract Map of the lot are also attached as Annexure

11 &12.

CONCLUSION:

In view of the above points, it is clear that the existing house has no architectural
merit for the following reasons:

a.

The structure is not associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the Town;

No significant persons are associated with the structure.

There are no distinctive characteristics of type, period or method of
construction or representation of work of a master;

The structure does not yield information to Town history; and,
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e. The integrity has been compromised due to alterations such that the
structure no longer has the potential to convey significance.

In view of above submissions, it can be seen that the existing house at 446 San Benito Ave
has no historic significance or architectural merit. Due to the poor condition of the house it
needs repair and due to family needs extra space is also required to be added. Therefore, it
is requested that the house may be removed from Historic Resources Inventory.

Thank you for your considerations

Best regards,

Devendra Deshwa

Homeowner 0 3,25 ) '). 0‘)- g
446 San Benito Ave,

Los Gatos CA, 95032












ANNEXURE -4







































ANNEXURE-8

CITY COMPUTER RECORDS

1. Electrical Service Upgrade (5 pages)






























3. REROOF INCLUDING REPLACEMENT OF ROOF PERMIT -1 Page
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