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the designation of properties that no longer retain the integrity necessary to convey historical 
significance. 
 
Ultimately, the goal should be to preserve and protect resources that genuinely represent our history and 
heritage, not simply those that have survived based upon age alone.  A combination of nationally 
recognized preservation principals and clearly articulated local standards will provide a stronger 
foundation for identifying, protecting and managing historic resources that truly contribute to the Town's 
character. 
 
I also encourage the Planning Commission to direct HPC and the planning department to seek input from 
local architects, preservation professionals, contractors, and other qualified experts in developing 
practical local guidelines.  We bring valuable (and free) expertise regarding building materials, 
construction methods, architectural styles, rehabilitation practices and the realities of maintaining and 
adapting older structures to today's current building and fire codes, as well as materials and 
methods.  We are here - and ready to help.  We need consistency! Creating real, appropriate definitions 
and standards benefits all of us and only strengthens our community's aged building inventory as a 
whole. 
 
***** 
 
In follow-up you asked me about where do I have experience with other jurisdictions where addressing 
potentially historic structures is successful / consistent - and I believe I stated Carmel and Santa Clara - 
and the reason, in my perspective, is that they rely on professionals to inform decisions, or at least 
interpret/defend status. 
 
Thank you for your time! 
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Bess Wiersema 
principal + owner 
408.292.3252 

 

 


