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TOWN OF LOS GATOS  
HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
COMMITTEE REPORT 

MEETING DATE: 11/15/2023 

ITEM NO: 5 

DATE: November 10, 2023 

TO: Historic Preservation Committee 

FROM: Joel Paulson, Community Development Director 

SUBJECT: Preliminary Review for Construction of Exterior Alterations and a New Second-
Story Addition to an Existing Pre-1941 Single-Family Residence and 
Determination of Significance on Property Zoned R-1D.  Located at 80 Cleland 
Avenue.  APN 529-33-026.  Categorically Exempt Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15301: Existing Facilities.  Request for Review PHST-23-021.  Property 
Owner: Dinesh Mishra.  Applicant: Davide Giannella, Acadia Architecture.  
Project Planner: Erin Walters. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Preliminary review for construction of exterior alterations and a new second-story addition to 
an existing pre-1941 single-family residence and determination of historic significance of the 
residence located at 80 Cleland Avenue.   

PROPERTY DETAILS: 

1. Date primary structure was built:  1900 per County Assessor’s Database; 1900s per Anne
Bloomfield Survey

2. Town of Los Gatos Historic Status Code:  or R, historic and some altered but still
contributor to district if there is one and historic but grossly altered.

3. Does property have an LHP Overlay?  No
4. Is structure in a historic district?  No
5. If yes, is it a contributor?  N/A
6. Findings required?  N/A
7. Considerations required?  Yes
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BACKGROUND: 

The County Assessor indicates that the American Foursquare style residence located at 80 
Cleland Avenue was constructed in 1900 and the Bloomfield Survey estimates the construction 
date as the 1900’s (Attachment 1 and 2).  The 1991 Anne Bloomfield Survey rates the residence 
as historic and some altered but still contributor to district if there is one, this property is not 
located in a district (Attachment 1).  The American Foursquare style building type generally 
refers to a two-story house with a square floor plan that was popular from the mid-1880s to 
late 1930s.  The Bloomfield Survey also notes that the residence is historic but grossly altered.  
This rating suggests modifications have been made to the residence over time, which is 
reflected in the brief permit history contained in the Town’s records.   

On May 27, 1998, a Minor Residential Development application was approved by the 
Community Development Director to construct a new second story addition to the subject pre-
1941 single-family residence with conditions of approval (Attachment 3).  On August 11, 1998, a 
building permit was issued for a 576-square foot second story addition to the residence, and 
building final was received on March 17, 2000.  In 2014, a building permit was issued to 
demolish the existing garage and reconstruct a new detached garage.  Note the detached 
garage is not part of the review of this preliminary application.  

The Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps show that the footprint of the residence remained consistent 
between 1904 and 1956 (Attachment 4).   

DISCUSSION: 

The property is located south side of Cleland Avenue, between Kimble Avenue and Reservoir 
Road.  The applicant is requesting a preliminary review by the Committee to provide feedback 
on the first floor addition on the eastern side of the existing house, second story addition to the 
rear of the house, other exterior modifications, and a determination of the historic significance 
(Attachment 6).  

The development plans propose a 321-square foot addition to the first floor of the eastern side 
of the existing house and a 358-square foot second story addition with a covered porch to the 
rear of the house which transitions to the rear sloped grade.  The applicant proposes to match 
the existing horizontal wood siding and wood trim details.  The existing composition roof 
shingles are proposed to be replaced with a standing seam metal roof.   

Proposed changes to the existing front elevation include the following: 
• Enlarging and replacing the windows on the first and second floors;
• Removing the divided-light window detail for solid glass;
• Introducing double front entry doors on the first floor;
• Introducing double doors at the second story balcony;
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DISCUSSION (continued): 

• Adding a skylight to the proposed second story standing seam metal roof;
• Removing the character defining feature pattern of the existing wood porch railing; and
• Modifying the orientation of the front entry porch stairs.

Proposed changes to the proposed first story addition include the following: 
• Introducing a new shed style roof form adjacent to the existing residences hip roof

form;
• Adding trapezoid shaped clearstory windows at the front and rear elevations;
• Extending the existing trellis to the front of the new addition;
• Adding a standing seam metal roof with custom geometric roof windows;
• Adding multiple paneled sliding doors on the east elevation; and
• Adding a modern trellis element to the east elevation.

The type of new and replacement windows, doors, trellis, porch railings and posts have not 
been specified in the plans.   

The Committee should consider the Sections 3.9 of the Town’s Residential Design Guidelines 
which provides recommendations for construction of additions to existing residences 
(Attachment 5).  Including but not limited to the following recommendations:  

• The existing built forms, components and materials should be reinforced.  Heights and
proportions of additions and alterations should be consistent with and continue the
original architectural style and design.

• Additions should be subordinate, and compatible in scale and proportion to the
historically significant portions of the existing structure.

• When an addition or remodel requires the use of newly constructed exterior elements,
they should be identical in size, dimension, shape, and location as the original, and
should utilize the same materials as the existing protected exterior elements.

As part of this preliminary review the applicant has not provided a full demolition plan but has 
indicated that the proposed project will fall below Town’s demolition thresholds for historic 
residences.  A demolition plan will be provided the applicant once a formal application is made.  

CONSIDERATIONS: 

A. Considerations

Sec. 29.80.290. Standards for review.
In evaluating applications, the deciding body shall consider the architectural style, design,
arrangement, texture, materials and color, and any other pertinent factors.  Applications
shall not be granted unless:
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CONSIDERATIONS (continued): 

 For pre-1941 structures, the proposed work will neither adversely affect the exterior 
architectural characteristics or other features of the property which is the subject of 
the application. 

B. Residential Design Guidelines

Sections 3.9 of the Town’s Residential Design Guidelines offers recommendations for
construction of additions to existing residences (Attachment 5).

CONCLUSION: 

The applicant is requesting the Committee to provide preliminary feedback on a determination 
of the historic significance of the pre-1941 property and the first and second story additions 
with exterior modifications (Attachment 6).  A new second-story addition, if not triggering a 
technical demolition, is processed under a Minor Residential Development application.  This 
application would return to the Committee for a formal recommendation to the deciding body. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Research
2. Bloomfield Survey
3. Minor Residential Development Application Approval Letter, 1998
4. Sanborn Map Exhibits
5. Section 3.9, Residential Design Guidelines
6. Development Plans



10/24/2023

We are requesting the HRC to review our proposed addition to this historical house on 80 Cleland Ave.

The house started its life as a single story house and much later on received a second story addition.

Please review the attached historical documentation we were able to find.  

We couldn't find particular notes about the history around this house, except for the fact that at a certain
point it was inhabited by the Los Gatos Fire Marshall.  

The second floor addition and the side smaller one on the East side, have considerably altered the 
original design intent. 

We are proposing to add to the eastern side (the only flat portion of the lot) and thus extending the 
current kitchen area. 

The new owners would like to expand the house as currently had three bedrooms of modest size and a 
small kitchen/living area. 

The other addition would happen at the rear of the house, not very visible at all from Cleland Ave. 

This is at the second floor, spanning over the flat area behind the house and landing on the natural 
grade.  The existing house overall height will not be changed. 

We will keep the same wood siding and trim details preserving the house character.

The only changes to the front elevation will be aligning the front windows on the two levels and 
centering a new entry door. We will keep the trellis elements. 

Only for the roofing we would propose a standing seam metal roofing replacing the existing shingles.

Our exterior walls demolition calculations (see existing elevations sheet) 
show that we are not close to demolishing the house. 

We would like to know whether this addition is suitable and if at all this residence still has historical 
value considering the significant alterations it has received. 

Thank you

Davide Giannella

Acadia Architecture
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Town of Los Gatos
BUILDING DESIGN

3
3.8.3	 Use traditional detailing

• Treat openings in walls as though they were constructed of
the traditional material for the style. For example, be sure to
provide substantial wall space above arches in stucco and
stone walls. Traditionally, wall space above the arch would
have been necessary to structurally span the opening, and
to make the space too small is inconsistent with the archi-
tectural style.

• Openings in walls faced with stone, real or synthetic, should
have defined lintels above the opening except in Mission or
Spanish Eclectic styles. Lintels may be stone, brick or wood
as suits the style of  the house.

• Treat synthetic materials as though they were authentic.
For example, select synthetic stone patterns that place the
individual stones in a horizontal plane as they would have
been in a load bearing masonry wall.

• Select roof  materials that are consistent with the traditional
architectural style (e.g., avoid concrete roof  tiles on a Crafts-
man Style house.)

3.8.4	 Materials changes

• Make materials and color changes at inside corners rather
than outside corners to avoid a pasted on look.

3.9	 ADDITIONS/ACCESSORY BUILDINGS/SECONDARY 
UNITS

• Site additions in the least conspicuous place. In many cases
this is a rear or side elevation - only rarely is it a rooftop.

• The existing built forms, components and materials should
be reinforced. Heights and proportions of  additions and
alterations should be consistent with and continue the
original architectural style and design.

• Additions should be subordinate, and compatible in scale
and proportion to the historically significant portions of
the existing structure.

• When an addition or remodel requires the use of  newly
constructed exterior elements, they should be identical in
size, dimension, shape and location as the original, and

Use stone or wood lintels over 
openings in stone walls

Additions, accessory buildings and secondary 
units should match the form, architectural 
style, and details of the original house

ATTACHMENT 5
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Town of Los Gatos
BUILDING DESIGN

3
should utilize the same materials as the existing protected 
exterior elements.

•	 When an addition necessitates the removal of  architectural 
materials, such as siding, windows, doors, and decorative 
elements, they should be carefully removed and reused in 
the addition where possible.

•	 The introduction of  window and door openings not char-
acteristic in proportion, scale, or style with the original 
architecture is strongly discouraged (e.g., sliding windows or 
doors in a structure characterized by double hung windows 
and swinging doors).

•	 The character of  any addition or alteration should be in 
keeping with and subordinate to the integrity of  the original 
structure.

•	 The amount of  foundation exposed on the addition should 
match that of  the original building.

•	 Do not add roof  top additions where the roof  is of  historic 
significance.

•	 Second floor additions are discouraged in neighborhoods 
with largely one story homes. If  horizontal expansion of  
the house is not possible, consider incorporating a second 
floor addition within the roof  form as shown in the example 
to the left.

•	 Second floor additions which are not embedded within the 
roof  form should be located to the rear of  the structure.

•	 The height and proportion of  an addition or a second story 
should not dominate the original structure.

•	 Deck additions should be placed to the rear of  the struc-
ture only, and should be subordinate in terms of  scale and 
detailing.

•	 New outbuildings, such as garages, should be clearly subor-
dinate to the main structure in massing, and should utilize 
forms, materials and details which are similar to the main 
structure.

•	 Garages should generally be located to the rear of  the lot 
behind the rear wall of  the residence. One car wide access 
driveways should be utilized.

Original structure

Addition incorporated into the roof 
successfully adds space while respecting the 
integrity of the existing house and the scale of 
the neighborhood

Placing a two story addition to the rear can 
minimize its impact on the historic resource 
and the scale of the neighborhood
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