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The comer of Miles and Edelan Ave
nue has two beautifully preserved Queen 
Anne residences. The A. Skinkle, Jr., house 
at U9 Edelan has a fine carriage house, and 
the Miles home at 130 Edelan features a 
curved porch and a scallop-shingled tower. 

Among several attractive homes on the 
east end of Main Street, going up Lorna Al
ta, Johnson and Alpine, is another interest
ing restoration at 75 Alpine, the 1885 Moser 
house. Mrs. Moser was a friend of Sarah 
Winchester, a frequent visitor. The carriage 
house adjacent has become a separate resi
dence. Nearby at 107 Foster Road is the 
Herman Sund home built by the Swedish 
immigrant in 1884. At U2 Los Gatos 
Boulevard is a nicely restored cottage, once 
the summer house of Alma Spreckels of San 
Francisco. Not far from here at 42 Central 
Avenue the well known Florentine Village 
has existed since 1887 as a home, winery, 
and more recently a restaurant. 

Two 1870's "school cottages" were pri
vate homes where classes were held at 179 
Loma Alta and 269 Los Gatos Boulevard. 

The 1875 home of Peter Johnson re
mains at 49 Los Gatos Boulevard. A native 
of Denmark, Johnson arrived in the county 
in 1861 and was the ch~irman of Los Gatos' 
Board of Trustees in 1892-94, when the 
town had only 1645 residents. 

Unusual for Los Gatos is the Orien
tal-styled home built in 1909 at 16600 Cy
press Way by Senator Sanborn Young and 
his wife, author and poet, Ruth Comfort 
Mitchell. 

Also in East Los Gatos, the old tank house, 
guest house, and remodeled barn are all that 
remain of Colonel James Parker's ranch, 
now Hill brook School at 16000 Marchmont. 

A favorite landmark among the euca
lyptus trees on the hill is the home at 17940 
Saratoga-Los Gatos Road. Built by the Mit
chells in 1890, it has come to be known as 
the Oarence Hamsher house, after Los 
Gatos' long-time historian who lived there 
after 1922. Restoration is under way on the 
house, carriage house,and tank house. 

This Queen Anne structure built by Cogswell in 1895 
owes its long life alllS North Santa Cruz to E. E. 
Place, who bought the house in 1920 for his furniture, 
funeral and ambulance business. Additions have been 
made, but the integrity of its style remains. 

At the top of College Avenue, the Sacred Hearl No
vitiate and winery have been in operation since 1886 
when the jesuits bought the Harvey Wilcox properly. The 
old winery building was destroyed by fire in 1934, butt he 
stone aging cellars have survived, though enveloped by 
new structures. The covered wal/cways in the cloister area 
and the slaughter house (see photo) date from the earliest 
years. The only other pre-1920 buildings are the chapel, 
modernized dining room, and the Juniors' wing, built in 
1915 . 
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;:ED/\ TING T HE FOUNDING OF THE LOS GATOS .':CH<X::. DISTRICT WER THE LEXINGTON an.i 
.· t< . ThP. G••:~ 1 1,e distric t, founo e <-1 in 1860, h<" l it• ,·;-,; cla s~es in a c h. r<"h . T he <c hool at-e-ve 

·I it w:1s c0n~o' 1ated wi th Los Gacos in 1938. n ·,' :h!d .on of the V INEU' .' ID and G UADALUPE d 
· c ~~ion for title or LOS GJ\TOS UNION SCHOOL D!STRK'T bein~ g iven to the c om b ined are as . An 
sl ric twa s to be n·!de d when LEXINGTON school j.-;ned t he Los Ga tos grou p . LEX INGTON was one • 

•·:c t~ in the ~ta te, h:1v ing been organ ized in 1859 . In 1933, when the Wright '>ch ool District lapsed, 
t~cn Mr. Joserh Hanc ock was our County Superintendent of Schools, the are :.~ was made a part of t h 

··•d. The re fc-rc, iL w a s th is combined area that was taken in when the LOS GATOS UNION DISTRIC 
·>unda rie s in 1 949, and consolidated with the Lexington District . 
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Ctt looked out on a dirt street and 
::llrroundings when she posed w ith 

· .. r J :~ ss for this p ic tu re in 1895, as is 
· •· · • .~n the ri;;;ht :tnd abov e . 

kc t Street is now known as Lorna 
,l rcet. 
·d Streets, s idew a lks, new porch 
•ntl a ll;arage, ratl t o cloak the 

•l.y o f the original building. 

/ 

Mrs . Ella Case Angt' 
the Market Street Sch0 
Yearbook staff and Mt'S 
visit to her old school "' 
a c o mfortable h ome at 

The home is readily i 
Market Street sc:!':c ol sh< 
as it looked in 1895. 



SECTION 2. 

The property listed is designated to be of historic, archi-

tectural, or aesthetic significance for the reasons 1 isted below. 

Property: Market Street School - 179 Lorna Alta Avenue 

Historic Designation No. HD-75-1 

C 1 a s s i f i c a t i on ( s t r u c t u r e o r 1 an d'm a r k) : S t r u c t u r e 

Description of ltem(s) Designated: The exterior of the wooden structure. 

Description of the characteristics which justify the designation: 
This Victorian-style wood frame one-story home containing five rooms 
and a basement is an hfstoric home, which was converted into a one
room s·chool house, and was known as the 11 Market Street School 11 from 
approximately 1894 to 1.917. The first and second grades were taught 
here. One of Peter Johnson's ilsters was an earl~ teacher. There 
were a number of such primary schools in and about Los Gatos in the 
early days. The Vineland School at 269 Los Gatos Boulevard is the 
only other known structure of fts type still in existence. The property 
is presently owned by the occupants, Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Ray. 
Apparently, title was never in the School Dist·rict, the one room being 
leased for school purposes. Lorna Alta Avenue was formerly known as 

11 Market Street 11
• 

Description of particular features that should be preserved in 
addition to Items covered under Section 9-3.1 (site area, appurte-
nance, landscape feature, other).· None 
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