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DATE:   August 13, 2019 

TO: Mayor and Town Council 

FROM: Robert Schultz, Town Attorney 

SUBJECT: Introduction of an Ordinance of the Town of Los Gatos Amending Chapter 2, 
Article II, Section 2.20.035, Election of Mayor and Vice-Mayor 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  

Accept public comment and then move for the introduction and first reading of an Ordinance, 
by title only, amending Chapter 2, Article II, Section 2.20.035, Election of Mayor and Vice-
Mayor. 
 
BACKGROUND: 

Each year, at the second meeting in November, the Town Council elects a Mayor and Vice 
Mayor pursuant to Town Code Section Sec. 2.20.035. 
 
DISCUSSION: 

Government Code Section 36801 states that during election years, the Town Council shall 
choose one of its members as Mayor and Vice Mayor following the declaration of election 
results and the installation of elected officials.  To comply with Government Code Section 
36801, staff is recommending the following amendments to the Town Code: 
 

Sec. 2.20.035. - Election of Mayor and Vice-Mayor. 
 
The Town Council shall elect a Mayor and Vice Mayor annually on the second 
meeting in November December of each year, or if during an election year, the 
election of the Mayor and Vice Mayor shall be scheduled on the same meeting 
day as the certification of election results and installation of newly or re-elected 
Council Members. 
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ALTERNATIVES: 
 
The Town Council may also consider the following alternatives: 
 

 The installation of newly or re-elected Council Members and the election of Mayor and 
Vice Mayor occur during a special meeting in December after receipt of election results 
from the Registrar of Voters.  This could occur prior to the second regular meeting in 
December to enable the newly elected Mayor the opportunity to recommend 
appointments of Council Members to various Boards and Committees, which is typically 
considered by the full Council at the second regular meeting in December.   

 

 The draft Ordinance would go into effect on January 1, 2020 and the 2019 election of 
Mayor and Vice Mayor would occur at the second meeting in November. 
 

 Other options that the Town Council may choose to explore. 
 
CONCLUSION: 

Staff recommends that Council accept public comment and then move for the introduction and 
first reading of an Ordinance, by title only, amending Chapter 2, Article II, Section 2.20.035, 
Election of Mayor and Vice-Mayor. 
 
COORDINATION: 

This report was coordinated with the Town Manager’s Office. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 

There are no fiscal impacts associated with the approval of these amendments. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT: 

This is not a project defined under CEQA, and no further action is required. 

 

Attachment: 
1.  Draft Ordinance Amending Chapter 2, Article II, Section 2.20.035, Election of Mayor and  
      Vice Mayor  
 


