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ITEM NO: 3 

DATE: October 5, 2026  

TO: Parks and Sustainability Commission 

FROM: Nicolle Burnham, Parks and Public Works Director 

SUBJECT: Green Stormwater Infrastructure Requirements  

RECOMMENDATION: Receive a verbal report on green stormwater infrastructure in Los Gatos. 

BACKGROUND: 

Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI) refers to nature-based systems and engineered designs - 
such as bioretention areas, bioretention planters, rainwater harvesting, and pervious pavement 
- that manage stormwater at its source using vegetation, soils, and natural infiltration to
manage stormwater and create healthier urban environments. Unlike traditional "gray"
infrastructure that relies on concrete pipes to rapidly channel runoff, GSI mimics natural
hydrologic processes to slow, absorb, and filter stormwater onsite. Integrating GSI directly
supports the Town’s compliance with the Clean Water Act mandates administered through the
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Municipal Regional Permit (MRP). The
Town reports GSI projects to the State Water Board each year as part of the Annual Report.

Installing more GSI throughout the Town lowers peak runoff volumes, prevents localized 
flooding, and minimizes sewer overflows during major storm events. GSI also delivers multiple 
benefits for urban sustainability by capturing surface pollutants before they enter water ways, 
recharges local groundwater supplies, reduces urban heat island effect, and enhances overall 
community livability. 

DISCUSSION: 

Under the current MRP1 (referred to as MRP 3.0), the Town has a 1.81-acre numeric GSI retrofit 
requirement, measured as impervious surface treated by qualifying GSI projects. The Town is 
evaluating both Regulated and Non-Regulated Projects. Regulated Projects already have 
stormwater treatment requirements under C.3 (New Development and Redevelopment), while 
eligible treatment beyond those requirements may contribute toward the 1.81-acre 

1 https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/rwqcb2/board_decisions/adopted_orders/2022/R2-2022-0018.pdf 
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requirement. Non-Regulated Projects provide opportunities to retrofit existing impervious 
surfaces with qualifying GSI.  
 
In 2019, the Town and the West Valley Stormwater Authority collaborated to develop a Green 
Stormwater Infrastructure Plan (GSI Plan) (Attachment 1) to guide GSI implementation. This 
Plan, adopted by the Town Council on August 20, 2019, identifies opportunities to integrate GSI 
into the Town’s urban landscape and stormwater systems. 
 
Staff is evaluating GSI opportunities a discussed in the GSI Plan, and in existing and planned 
capital projects, including roadway and drainage improvements, parking lots, parks, and other 
Town-owned properties. Staff is also exploring opportunities with other public agencies, private 
development, and regional projects. Parks and Public Works has added a part-time Special 
Projects Manager, in part to support this effort.  
 
The current goal is to identify feasible projects, determine how much impervious surface each 
project can treat, and develop a strategy to meet the Town’s 1.81-acre requirement by June 30, 
2027 as required by MRP 3.0. GSI project completed by that date will count toward the 
requirement, as will projects that have been identified, planned, and funded, by the June 30, 
2027 date. Staff will continue to evaluate and identify potential projects, quantify their 
potential contribution, coordinate with partners, and identify funding and implementation 
strategies. 
 
The current version of the MRP requires that GSI implementation must be fully met by June 30, 
2027. The next version of the permit (referred to as MRP 4.0) is expected to increase GSI 
requirements, though the updated provisions have not yet been finalized. While the Town 
continues to seek opportunities to install additional GSI, meeting requirements beyond the 
1.81-acre target will be challenging if the Town is unable to receive credit for Regulated 
Projects. Under the current requirements, only Non-Regulated Projects are eligible to count 
towards the GSI numeric target. The State Water Board is working with local jurisdictions 
statewide to gather feedback and finalize the new requirements. The Town is represented in 
these discussions by the WVSA and Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention 
Program (SCURPPP), which advocate for provisions that reduce impacts on smaller jurisdictions 
such as Los Gatos. 
 
Attachments: 

1. Town of Los Gatos Green Stormwater Infrastructure Plan 
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