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AGENDA 
TOWN OF LOS GATOS 

EARTHQUAKE RESTORATION COMMI'ITEE 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1989 

10:30 A.M . -- TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
110 EAST MAIN STREET -- TOWN HALL 

(408) 354-6872 

I. REVIEW OF RESTORATION APPLICATIONS 

612 University Avenue 
Architecture and Site Application ES-74-31A 

Requesting approval of plans to demolish and reconstruct an office 
building building significantly damaged by the earthquake on property 
in the LM zone. 

PROPERTY OWNER: Thomas and Elenor Shafer 

~ 
I 9 Peralta Avenue 

Architecture and 

-------·---
Site Application ES-89-72 

.. ____ _ 
---.....___ 

~ 

( 
\ 

Requesting approval of plans to reconstruct portions of a single­
family residence significantly damaged by the earthyquake on property 
in the R-1:8 zone. 

\ 
\ PROPERTY OWNER: Duane Bi llheimer 

APPLICANT : Gary Schloh - --

II. REVIEW OF RELOCATION APPLICATIONS 

140 N. Santa Cruz Avenue 
Conditional Use Permit Application U-77-24C 

Requesting permission to relocate an existing r estaur ant from 15 
North Santa Cruz Avenue to this new location on property in the C-
2 zone. This r elocation is r eques ted due to significant physical 
damage suffered by the recent earthquake or aftershocks at the 
previous locati on. 
PROPERTY OWNER: De nnis Varni 
BUSINESS OWNER: Jeff Brigham 

DISTRIBUTION: 
Earthquake Restoration Committee 
Development Review Commit tee 
His toric Preservation Committee 
Mardi Bennett 
Laura Taylor 
Bruce A. Spotswood Friesen 
Planning Commiss ion 
Town Council 

PL04\ Agendas\ ERC11-30 REVISED 
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Los Gatos Library Cal ifornia Hi stor y Center , De Anza College 
____ Directories, 1919+ ____ Biogr a phi cal fi l e 

Historic Collection Index Photo col l ection 
Thompson & West, 1876 --------

______ Photo collec tion 
______ County history 1888, Pen Pictures 
______ County histor y 1922, Sawyer 
~L.G. history 1971, Bruntz 
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Los Gatos Museum (Forbes Mill) 
______ Death records/ obituaries 
____ Direc tory, 1902 or 1903 

Photo collection 

San Jose Historical 
________ Grea t Regi sters 
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____ Phot o Col lec t ion 
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CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF 9 PERALTA AVE, LOS GATOS, CALIFORNIA 

by Duane Billheimer 

9 September 1986 

1888 OCl'OBER 24 Saratoga Los Gatos Real Estate Association 

conveyed the property to ·James c. Crosby. This was a 

subdivided property at the time, a subdivision of the 

Mcullough Tract. The McCullough property was one of the 

largest pieces of properties in the town foothills area. 

Map oook D, page 37, shows the 1 ot (l), block ( 3) 

designation ot the Me Cullough tract, still used today 

in modern maps. 

1891 NOVEMBER 19 James c. Crosby and his wife Sarah J. conveyed 

the property with ~rovements to Mary M. Pierce. She 

was the wife of .E. F. Pierce. It is known that improvements 

existed on the property at the time because of the outline of 

a house and water tower showing on a San~born Insurance 

company map. At this time, the house was stone, and two 

stories. There was a cellar just outside the back door. 

The stones used to make the home came from a quarry in 

the Almaden Valley, and were transported and sold by a 

Dutchman by mule team and cart. These same stones were used 

on a f&~ other Los Gatos and San ·Jose structures, as well as 

Stant ord University. Kr • . 'J. A. Crosby wu a mason. He 

1 ived on Main street according to the 1888 Santa Clara Cty 

directory. The masonry work is very well done and has 

endured the elements and the big earthquake very well. 
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1891 pg 4 

1892 pg 31 

1897 pg 

1898 

1902 pg 68 

1903 

1905 

1906 pg 52 

1 9-- ' 

Crosby J. C. (or J. A.) 200 

Pierce, Mrs Mary M. 200 

Pierce, Mary M. 200 

Pierce, Mrs Mary M. 225 

Pierce, Mrs M. D. 245 

Pierce, Mrs M. D. 26 0 

Pierce, Mrs Mary D. 260 

Pearce Mary D. 260 

1500 

1600 

1600 

1485 

1890 

2070 

2070 

2070 

1650 

1750 

Harwood ..... Dorothy Case was daughter ... ? 

McEachr en, Neil a nd May 

.88 

2.89 

1931 28 Oct McEachren, Niel from Son , William, (Sons s hare of 
Deceased Mother's Estate) 

1933 13 Feb McEachren , Whiliam H. and Haze 1 

1937 Ze ll · Lewi s Bought 

1942 3 Sept Hit t, Fredrick G. Bought 

195- Hitt, Fred rick G & Mary J Transfer Z-4135 

195- Blankenbaker, Charles R. & R. E . Transfer 682988 

1954 Dec 16 Hoefer. Bruce D & Berry Transfer 1035687 

1 9 57 Feb 14 Slater, George T et a 1 Transfer 130711 8 

19 57 Apr 30 Jantze, Harry et a l Tran sfe r 1334322 

1957 Dec 20 Phelan, Forest D. & Rita Tran sfer 1417851 

195 8 Sep 1 7 Nawrocki, John T & Theodore 1517992 

1959 Jul 9 Graff, Gordon w. & Florence Transfer 1660347 

1963? 



In the Los Gatos Museum, there is a large original map of 

the tcwn, and this shows MPierceM as the builder of the 

house at 9 Peralta. According to the Sandborn maps, an 

aaaition to the house was com~leted sometime betore 189~r ------- ~~ -- --- - - .. ---
This addition is the wood frame structure added beside the 

stone MsquareN original structure. It is interesting to 

note that there exists a photo of the water tcwer shc:Ming 

on the Sandborn map. This picture was taken of the Lois 

Chapson family when Lois was a young girl. The water tcwer 

can be reconstructed from this photo if ever desired. 

When the Crosby's first paid tax~s on the property , 

(earliest available recorded history> they paid $0.88 on 

an appraised value ot $1500.00 bouse, 200.00 lot, in 1891. 

Taxes paid in 1892 by Mrs Mary M. Pierce were $2.89 on 

an appraised value of $1600.00 house, and 200 . 00 lot . 

The record of taxes paid is available in the Town Clerk ' s 

otiice. - A bri ef summary is included as an exhibit, showing 

the owners through present (1986). 

1906 thru 1931 - At some time the property was cwned by a 

Mr . Barw ood , whose daughter was a bistor ic figure in the 

town, Dorothy case. Dorothy used to play with Dora Rankin, 

who has told a lot of the history about these old homes in 

Los Gatos over the year a. Documenta were not foWld to 

determine the exact changes of ownership during this period, 

however and exhaustive search was not conducted. 



19 31 OCI'OBER 2 8 Neil and May McEachren had owned the house. 

They had a new and second hand furniture business 

called McEachren and son in the town of Los Gatos, at 

23 West Main . Their telephone number was 412. Apparently, 

on this day, the son, William conveyed his share ot his 

recently deceased Mother's willed property, 9 Peralta, to 

his father. It is interesting that most homes were actually 

deeded to the women in these days. The taxes were paid by 

women also, perhaps because they were the legal owners. 

Anyway, two years later, the son, William McEachren must have 

just gotten married, because the house was deeded back to 

William and his wiie Hazel, from the Father Niel. 

1937 FEBRUARY 13 Zella Lewis purchased the house. It is 

believed that during the Zella Lewis era, the house was 

converted to several rooms for boarders. The boarders were 

interestingly enough the Los Gatos High School teachers . 

Tne Principal durini tbe 70 •s, Mr. , also lived 

there at the time. Other teachers who lived there were 

It is also during this time that booze was purchased and 

hidcien. A bottle dated of was found behind a 

built in buffet . It was probably kept on top of this 

buffet . It could only be accessed through another closet. 

The bottle was empty. Also found in this vicinity was a 

box of shredded wheat (empty) and an old cake box 

with a string around it that had a dull rattle • Hoping 

there was money or banda in the cake box. but tearing a dried 

up carcass of some rodent, the box was caretully opened. 



To our surprise, we found ice cream and cottage cheese 

containers, like the Chinese-food-to-go type. 

The containers are from a very popular dairy dCJNntCJNn which 

is no longer there. At least there will be one keepsake tor 

the museums of the future. 

When Zella Lew is owned the house, there were still two 

stairways, (1941 appraisal by Santa Clara County). There 

were 15 plumbing fixtures and it still had its original 

wood shingle roofing. It had 2 fireplaces and 4 bathrooms. 

It is snCJNn as owner occupied, with a nurnoer oi tennants. 

1942 SEPTEMBER 3 The property was conveyed to Fredrick G. Hitt . 

1975 

It is believed that this period was also multi-apartment 

usage. After this period, through 1963, the CJNnership 

involved may owners, perhaps unhappy ones, because as many 

as seven people owned it in 1950 through 1959 . 

It is known that the Raloneys owned it and sold it to 

tbe Etbridges sometime in the late seventies. A very 

nice article, but not bistor ically accurate, was written 

while the Maloneys lived in the horne. 

Mrs Maloney loved pink. and there are several signs that 

many things were painted pink , like a mantel which is no 

longer used in the bouse, (stored in the garage). 

There are nice oak aupport5 for this mantel Also painted 

pink. The Maloneys owned several antique5 as well . 'l'hia 

was the sta rt of the popularity ot owning Victor ian homes 

and stuffing them with antiques from the period. 

I 
I 
I 
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1981 - The Moores, ·John and Muffet, bought the home. It is 

believed that the Ethridges fixed the home up quite a bit 

inside. The Moores have some historic furniture that 

has been in the town since its original purchase by Mrs. 

of • The furniture 

fits so well in the house, it was offered for sale to the 

B illheimer • s as part of the house. The £ urni t ure should 

remain as a cherished part of the house because of the 

historical background and the uniqueness of the circumstances 

behind how it came to stay at 9 Peralta. 



1975 
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1981 

1984 
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Moore, John and Muffet 
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Summar? on g Peralta (ca. 155f..-l(S9 1 .. Pi~rce): 

This "Crcsby/Pierce House" is \·v·e11 documented from earlier sur>leys 
and !..)y the present ov .. !ner. I verified the tax records and OV·'twrship The 
first ext..ant tax record with a structure is in 1091. In 1895, \)Wnersllip 
shovls as Pier(:e .. formerly being Crosby. The 1902 city directory llsts :f\ •. frs. 
M.D. Pierce at 9 Peralt:L No prior directory listing found. 

Heavily ciamageci in t.lle 1 gag qu:::tke, a major restoration \Al'as clone in 
1990. 
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