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18. Macabee Gopher Trap Building, 110 LOMA ALTA-­
Built in 1894, this was the home of Zephyr Macabee 
and his family. Zephyr was a clerk at the El 
Monte Hotel who in 1900 invented the Macabee 
Gopher Trap--hailed as a godsend by Santa Clara 
Valley orchardists! By the mid-1920s, some 1,000 
traps were being produced per day. 

19. Market Street School, 179 LOMA ALTA--This 
house was built in 1891. Starting in 1894, one 
room of the house was used as a primary school for 
over 20 years. It became a private residence once 
again in 1917. 

20. Johnson house, 49 LOS GATOS BLVD--This house 
was built prior to 1876 (perhaps as early as 1866) 
by Peter Johnson, a teamster whose barn and black­
smith shop were across the road. Johnson was mayor 
of Los Gatos from 1892-94 and was one of the town's 
first subdividers. The house has undergone very 
little structural change in the past 100 years. 

21. Simon house, 207 LOS GATOS BLVD--This Italian­
ate style house was built in the late 1880s or 
early 1890s by D.P. Simon. Simon introduced an 
ordinance regulating saloons in Los Gatos in 1905 
and was elected to the newly formed Chamber of 
Commerce in 1910. 

22. Old Vineland School, 269 LOS GATOS BLVD-­
This building was moved from Farley Road in 1906 
and is presently a private residence . 

23. Sunshine Market, 308 E. MAIN--This building 
dates back to 1905 and is a classic example of a 
neighborhood store. It is now The Store Antiques . 

24. Fretwell Building,~. MAIN & University-­
Built by a jeweler in 1906, this was the First 
National Bank of Los Gatos from 1912-1918 . It is 
now an antique shop. 

25. Beckwith Block-Rex Hotel, 31 E. MAIN--Known 
as the Beckwith Block, this building was erected 
in 1891. It housed the post office in 1894 and 
later became the Rex Hotel. 

26. Rankin Block, 'II. MAIN & Montebello--Built 
on the site of the Wilcox Block, which was dest­
royed by fire in 1901, this building housed the 
post office from 1917 to 1948. 

27. Ford's Opera House, 140 W. MAIN--Built in 
1904, Eugene Ford's Opera House was a social 
center in town for many years . As Opera House 
Antiques, the building retains its unique stamped­
tin panels on the ceiling and upper walls. 

28. Rice house, 312 W. MAIN--This early 1880s 
home was purchased about 1896 by Dr. Rice, one 
of Los Gatos' first dentists. Substantial 
interior and exterior renovation was done in 1970. 

29. First National Bank Building, 198 ~J. MAIN-­
This was the First National Bank of Los Gatos 
(replacing an earlier structure) from 1920 until 
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1955. It housed several different businesses 
until 1973, when it was completely restored for 
savings & loan purposes by Homestead Savings. 

30. Old Parker Ranch, 16000 MARCHMONT DRIVE--
The original tank house, guest house, and 
remodelled barn remain fro~ Col. James Parker's 
ranch. The ranch became Children's Country School 
in 1936 and has been Hillbrook School since 1960. 

**31. McCullagh-Janes house, 18000 OVERLOOK ROAD-­
After a period in Pennsylvania, Frank McCullagh 
returned to Los Gatos in 1901, re-purchased his 
former property, and hired architect Willis Polk 
to redesign and enlarge his farmhouse. Polk was 
assisted in the design, a prototype of the Mission 
Revival style, by architect George Washington Perc~ 
The house was cut in two and pulled apart by teams 
of horses. The present arcaded loggia was built to 
join the two halves. Dr & Mrs Horace Jones owned 
the home from 1939 unti 1 1961. 

32. Simond adobe, 14610 QUITO ROAD-- C.laude 
Simond, a nati ve of France, acquired several 
thousand acres of rancho lands in 1852 for his 
El Rancho de las Uvas. When Si mon defaulted on 
his payments, Edward Auzerais of San Jose acquired 
the rancho in 1857 and subdivided it. By 1884, 
Simond's unique two story, arch-windo~1ed adobe 
had changed hands 11 times, one of its owner s 
being the tenth child of Jose Maria Hernandez, 
co-grantee of Rancho Rinconada de los Gatos. 

33. La Canada Building, 1 N. SANTA CRUZ AVENUE-­
This 1894 landmark, housing a corner drugstore 
(Watkins-Skinkle), offices and other firms was 
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Los Gatos Library: 
X City directories (name & street index) 

---Historic Collection Index (green boxes) 
---Thompson & West, 1876 (bio index) 
---Pen Pi c t ures , 1888 (bio i ndex) 

Californi a History Center, De Anza College : 
___ Biographical file 
___ Photo collection 

---Sunshine Fruit & Flowers, 1895 (bio index) 
--- Guinn, 1904 ( bio index) 
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