328 Bachman Ave,

Los Gatos, CA, 95030
11/13/2024

To the Historical Preservation Committee of Los Gatos,
Subject: Historical Documentation and Planned Renovations for 328 Bachman Ave
Dear Members,

We are writing to document the history of 328 Bachman Ave, Los Gatos, CA, 95030 and to outline our
plans for renovations that respect its historical significance while adapting it for modern living.

Historical Timeline

1884-1885: Built by Fen Massol

Constructed by Fen Massol, the house reflects a simple Victorian style. At the time, it was surrounded by
almond orchards, which Fen’s father, Florian Massol, cultivated after retiring from the wholesale hardware
business.

1893-1909: Owned by Frank Watkins

Frank Watkins, a pharmacist and local leader, converted the attic into bedrooms in 1902 and installed a
small telephone exchange in a back office of the pharmacy he ran, playing a pivotal role in early
communication for the town of Los Gatos.

1945 Onward: Owned by the McClure Family
The McClures made significant updates, including adding living room windows, enlarging doorways, and
constructing a side porch, which softened and brightened the home’s atmosphere.

1971 Onward: Owned by the Anderson Family

The Andersons focused on restoration, polishing original hardwood floors, refinishing intricate brass
hinges, and remodeling rooms to add features like a bay window. They also installed modern heating and
added a white picket fence and arbor gateway to the property.

Planned Renovations

As the current stewards of this historic home, we deeply appreciate its unique character and the stories
embedded in its walls. However, as much as we love its Victorian charm, some features are less
enchanting—drafts masquerading as ventilation and plumbing that seems to have a personality all its
own.

Our plans aim to strike a balance between honoring the past and making the house practical for the
future:

» Functionality Updates: Insulation, plumbing, and heating systems will be updated with a light
touch, ensuring the home s¥eys cozy in winter without iosing its old-world charm.

e Living Space Improvements: Some interior spaces including kitchen and a bedroom in the back
will be thoughtfully adapted to accommodate family life in the 21st century. Rest assured, these
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changes will respect the architectural integrity of the home—we wouldn’t dream of letting
modern convenience upstage Victorian elegance.

e Preservation Efforts: We remain committed to maintaining original features like the beautiful
hardwood floors, brass fixtures, and other elements that make this home a piece of living history.

We're approaching these renovations with the same care and respect as those who came before us,
ensuring this home remains a beloved part of Los Gatos’ story for generations to come.

Conclusion

This home has stood as a cornerstone of Los Gatos history, welcoming figures like Yehudi Menuhin and
serving as a witness to the evolution of the town itself. We are proud to carry its story forward and ensure
it remains both a livable space and a celebration of its past for generations to come.

Should you have questions or require additional information, we are happy to provide further details.

Sincerely,
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