DesignRituals

Planning Department 08.24.2026
Community Development Department

Town of Los Gatos

110 E. Main St. Los Gatos, CA 95030

Attn: Suray Nathan — Planner/Project Coordinator

Re: 226 Caldwell Ave.
Addition to an existing Single Family Home

Dear Planning Commission,

In light of the Historic Preservation Committee's decision on 05.27.2026 meeting, we
would like the Planning Commission to review our findings and allow the Mehta-Shah
family to improve and expand their residence, pursuant to the Town of Los Gatos
Residential Design Guidelines.

This Letter of Justification and attached historic report are submitted in support of our
request to appeal the PHC decision.

Building History

Pre 1923 The 9.5-acre property was originally part of the Rancho Rinconada de los
Gatos, later owned by John E. Daves and then Mrs. S. B. Williams. It was acquired by
the Follett family before selling to developer Charles H. Caldwell.

Subdivision & Development (1923—-1928) Caldwell sold the sub-divided lots in 1928 to
Alexander and Jennie Dalziel, who built the house at 389 San Jose Avenue — a 1,288
sq ft, stucco-clad, hipped-roof home with a 340 sq ft garage.

Mid-Century Ownership (1947-1977) After Alexander Dalziel's death in 1947, property
was sold in 1948 to the Linehans, and resold to Alice & Douglas Wilson. Alice later
added her sister Leona Kramer to the deed. After both sisters died in 1970, their niece
Virginia McBride inherited the property.

Recent Owners (1977—present)

e Seb Hamamijian (1977-1993) — later co-founded the Museum of Craft and
Design in SF

e John & Marianne Trotter (1993—-1997) — first major renovations: kitchen
remodel and master bedroom addition in rear

e Kevin & Anne Parker (1997-2003) — replaced the original wood shingle roof
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e Pauline Berkowitz (2003—2006)
e William & Cathy Davis (2006-2017) — bathroom remodel
e Jignesh Mehta & Hetal Shah (2017—present) — seismic retrofit in 2021

Proposed Addition & Alteration

The Mehta-Shah family is growing and there is a need to improve the house they have
lived in for the last 10 years. In addition, to accommodate adequate care & facility for
Mr. Mehta’s aging mother changes to the street facing facades would be inevitable.
We respectfully request the Planning Commission to accept our request to remove the
property from Town’s Historic Preservation list.

As part of the proposed addition, our intent is to implement the same design language
of the 1928 structure in terms of material and color palette, align with neighborhood
context

In summary, the proposed addition and alteration would not overwhelm the original
structure and would provide much needed improvements for the Hetal-Shah family. We
sincerely request that the Commission consider and pave the way for the proposed
project.

Regards,
Hetal Shah & Jignesh Mehta Property Owners
Amir Afifi Project Designer

1807 Lyon Street | San Francisco | CA 94115



History of 226 Caldwell Avenue, Los Gatos, CA 95030
APN 529-20-031

Bonnie Montgomery, Historical Consultant
421 N 5™ St

San Jose, CA 95112
bayandvalleybooks@gmail.com
408-439-9073

The history prepared here is based on documents found at the Los Gatos Public Library, including
Sanborn maps, the 1941 Tax Assessment, the 1989 Anne Bloomfield Historic Resource Survey,
Polk’s directory listings, and Los Gatos telephone directories. It also uses county assessor’s
records, county official records, recorded maps, newspaper articles, Town of Los Gatos building
permits, and genealogical resources as referenced in the footnotes and the figures.

The subject property’s street address was changed to 226 Caldwell Avenue only in the last 25
years. Between 1928 and 1970, the address was 389 San Jose Avenue. After 1970, San Jose Avenue
became known as Los Gatos Boulevard.

The subject property is Lot 2, Block 2 of the J. G. Follett Subdivision, recorded on August 7, 1923
(Santa Clara County [hereafter SCC] Recorded Maps Book R, Page 40). Figure 1 shows the
subdivision map, with the subject property highlighted in blue. The map’s certificate of ownership
reads that “John H. Grill and Grace L. Grill (his wife) are the owners and that Charles H. Caldwell
and Helen A. Caldwell (his wife) are the owners of a contract to purchase the tract of land...” The
San Jose Mercury reported on May 30, 1923, that “C. H. Caldwell has purchased the old Follett
ranch from J. H. Grill, and is planning to subdivide it into house lots. The sale was made through
the Wagner and Wright agency. Mr. Grill will return to his home in Minneapolis, Minn.”

Giles A. Follett moved from Minnesota to San Jose in 1884 and relocated to Los Gatos in 1893.
On July 14, 1901, the San Jose Mercury reports that “J. G. Follett of Sherburn, Minn., who recently
purchased the Price place on San Jose avenue, is the guest of his brother, G. A. Follett. He intends
to leave shortly for Minnesota, where he will wind up business and with his family move here to
permanently reside.” It was not a permanent move. On September 30, 1902, the San Jose Mercury
reported that “J. G. Follett and family left for their former home in Minnesota this morning after
having spent a year in Los Gatos.” In the 1910 census, Jesse Green Follett was enumerated in
Sherburn, Minnesota, running his general store. Giles A. Follett and his wife Bertha remained in
Los Gatos until their deaths in 1910 and 1916, respectively.

Three daughters of Jesse Green Follett had possession of the Follett ranch by the beginning of
1923. Eldest daughter Minnie B. Follett and her younger married sister, Eva J. Uplinger, granted
their interest in the ranch to their sister, Grace L. Grill, on April 16, 1923 (SCC OR Book 23, Page
580). On May 9, 1923, Grace L. Grill granted her interest to her husband, John H. Grill (SCC OR
Book 23, Page 579), so he could travel to Los Gatos and sell the ranch. The agreement between
Grill and Caldwell was recorded on May 11, 1923 (SCC OR Book 31, Page 211).

As described in these deeds, the J. G. Follett ranch was 9.5 acres, “part of the J. E. Daves tract, in
the Rancho Rinconada de los Gatos.” The 1876 Thompson & West atlas of Santa Clara County
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shows the 509.55-acre ranch of John E Daves, who purchased it in 1872, according to an 1881
biographical sketch.'

Between 1876 and 1884, John E. Daves sold off much of his 500 acres. Surveyor Henry A.
Brainard published a map of Los Gatos and vicinity around 1884 (Figure 2), which shows the 9.5-
acre tract that became the J. G. Follett Subdivision. Brainard recorded Mrs. S. B. Williams of
Oakland as owning the tract. She grew on it “3 acres apricots, 5 acres prunes, and 1 acre of table
grapes.”> Nothing else could be found concerning Mrs. Williams.

Charles H. Caldwell, according to a biographical sketch published in 1922, was born in Maine in
1850. He was trained as a carpenter, but also dealt in real estate, buying land, subdividing it, and
building houses to sell. He moved from Chicago to Lexington in 1903, where he operated a prune
ranch. He sold the ranch in 1912 and moved to Los Gatos, where he “put the C. H. Caldwell
Subdivision to Los Gatos, on the market; there he planned and built thirteen residences, two of
which he sold.”” Only one house built in the J. G. Follett subdivision can be attributed definitely to
C. H. Caldwell. On February 28, 1924, the San Jose Mercury reported that “C. H. Caldwell has
started to build a beautiful home on his lot, corner of Bella Vista and Caldwell avenues.”

On September 11, 1923, Charles H. Caldwell and his wife Helen sold Lots 1, 2, 14, and 15 of the

J. G. Follett Subdivision to Henrietta Blanchard, the wife of San Jose attorney Hiram A. Blanchard
(SCC Official Records [hereafter OR] Book 46, Page 282). On June 7, 1928, Henrietta Blanchard
sold Lots 1 and 2 to Alexander S. and Jennie Dalziel (SCC OR Book 405, Page 146). The March
1928 Sanborn map of Los Gatos shows that both Lots 1 and 2 were then vacant (Figure 3). No
information could be found concerning the construction of the house or garage. Presumably, the
Dalziels began building soon after they purchased the lots in June 1928, because were listed living
at 389 San Jose Avenue in the 1929 Los Gatos city directory.

Alexander Smith Dalziel was born in Oakland in 1868. His father, Robert D. Dalziel, partnered
with William Moller to form the Dalziel-Moller Company, one of the largest plumbing and gas
fixture suppliers in the Bay Area for decades. Alexander worked as a sheet-metal worker for his
father’s company. Alexander married his first wife, Annie, in 1892. Annie died in 1922. A year
later, Alexander married Jennie McIntosh Cameron. According to Alexander’s obituary in the Los
Gatos Times, he moved from Oakland and retired to Los Gatos.*

The house at 389 San Jose Avenue has a page in the 1941 Los Gatos Assessment books (Figure 4,
left). W. W. Holden appraised the property on April 18, 1941. The six-room house was 1288
square feet, with a front porch of 108 square feet. The garage behind the house was 340 square
feet. The wood-frame house was clad in stucco over chicken wire. The house had a concrete
foundation and a hipped roof covered in wood shingles. Lot 1 next door was still vacant and still

' J. P. Munro-Fraser, History of Santa Clara County, California. San Francisco: Alley, Bowen, 1881, page 751.
* Henry A. Brainard, Map No. 4, “Los Gatos and Vicinity;’

https://digitalcollections.sjlibrary.org/digital/collection/sjplmaps/id/74
? Eugene Sawyer, “Charles H. Caldwell,” in History of Santa Clara County, California. Los Angeles: Historic Record

Company, 1922, page 1665.
* “Services Held for Alexander Dalziel,” Los Gatos Times, July 25, 1947.
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owned by Alexander Dalziel. The house and garage appear on the 1944 Los Gatos Sanborn map,
looking identical to how it was drawn on the 1941 assessment document (Figure 4, right).

Alexander Smith Dalziel died on July 17, 1947. On September 5, 1947, an order establishing his
death and the termination of the joint tenancy of Lots 1 and 2 gave Jennie Dalziel full interest in
the property (SCC OR Book 1501, Page 554). On March 29, 1948, Jennie Dalziel granted Lots 1
and 2 to Daniel J. Linehan, Sr., and his wife Olive E. Linehan (SCC OR Book 1586, Page 505). The
Linehans began building a new house on the vacant Lot 1. The Linehans moved into the house,
403 San Jose Avenue, in time for them to be enumerated there on the April 1, 1950, census. The
previous fall, November 17, 1949, the Linehans sold Lot 2 to Alice Giraud Wilson of Oakland
(SCC OR Book 1877, Page 379).

Alice Giraud Wilson and her husband, Douglas Bower Wilson, were, like the Dalziels, residents of
Oakland who retired to Los Gatos. Alice Louise Giraud was born in France and came to the
United States as an infant with her parents. By 1914, she was working as a typist in San Francisco.
She married Douglas Bower Wilson in September 1914. Wilson was born in England and had
come to the United States as a child. The couple was living in San Francisco in the 1920 and 1930
censuses. Douglas was a clerk for a wholesale grocery company. Alice was a clerk for the Southern
Pacific railroad. By the time of the1940 census, the couple had moved to Oakland, where Douglas
worked for the City Club Hotel. He was still working there at the time of the 1950 census. The
Wilsons likely retired to live in Los Gatos later in 1950 or in 1951. They are first listed in the 1952
Los Gatos city directory. On August 1, 1957, Alice Giraud Wilson added her husband and her
widowed sister, Leona G. Kramer, to the deed (SCC OR Book 3858, Page 499). Leona and her
husband Ralph moved to Los Gatos around the same time as the Wilsons and lived at 18510 Beck
Avenue. Ralph Kramer died in November 1952 and Douglas Wilson died in August 1959.” The
sisters continued to live in their separate houses for years after they were widowed. By 1965, Alice
and Leona went to live with Leona’s only child, Virginia McBride, in Berkeley. The house at 389
San Jose Avenue was listed as vacant in the 1965 and 1967 Los Gatos city directories. Leona died
in Berkeley on March 27, 1970, and Alice passed away soon after on May 23, 1970. On March 12,
1971, Virginia McBride received her Aunt Alice’s interest in the subject property (SCC OR Book
9300, Page 342). On January 19, 1972, Virginia received her mother’s interest (SCC OR Book
9673, Page 138). During most of the 1970s, the house stood vacant, the address not even listed in
the Los Gatos reverse city directories.

On March 29, 1977, Viriginia McBride sold the property to Sebouh V. “Seb” Hamamjian (SCC
OR Book C697, Page 95). Seb Hamamjian founded the Museum of Craft and Design in San
Francisco in 2004 with his sister JoAnn Edwards.® The siblings also owned Tercera Gallery in Palo
Alto between 1978 and 2009.” During Seb Hamamjian’s tenure, the house was included in the

5 “Last Rites Set Tomorrow for Ralph Kramer,” Los Gatos Times, November 19, 1952; “D. B. Wilson Dies at 73,” Los
Gatos Times, August 18, 1959.

¢ “Deaths: Sue Hamamjian,” Palo Alto Online,
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/morgue/2004/2004_11_03.obits3.shtml

7 “Tercera Gallery closes its doors with a final sale,” Palo Alfo Online,
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2009/08/07/tercera-gallery-closes-its-doors-with-a-final-sale/
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1989 Anne Bloomfield Survey. Its street address was then 389 Los Gatos Boulevard. A photograph
of the front elevation at the bottom of page 1 of the form has been enlarged in Figure 5.

On July 7, 1993, Seb Hamamjian sold the subject property to John D. and Marianne H. Trotter
(SCC OR Doc. No. 11982437). The Trotters remodeled the kitchen on a September 20, 1993,
permit, and received a permit for a 498-square-foot master bedroom addition on December 20,
1993. These were the first significant changes to the house since it was built in 1928.% On July 18,
1997, Mr. and Mrs. Trotter received a permit to “repair chimney and shoulder up existing steel.” A
few days later, on July 25, 1997, the Trotters sold the property to Kevin T. and Anne Parker and
(SCC OR Doc. No. 13790050). The Parkers received a permit to remove the wood shingle roof
and replace it with composition shingles on July 22, 2003. On July 21, 2003, the Parkers sold the
house to Pauline Anderson Berkowitz (SCC OR Doc. No. 17205741). On April 6, 2006, Paul
Anderson Berkowitz sold the house to William and Cathy Davis (SCC OR Doc. No. 18874804).
Mr. and Mrs. Davis received a permit to remodel the master bathroom on April 19, 2006. On
October 12, 2017, William and Cathy Davis sold the house to husband and wife Jignesh A Mehta
and Hetal R Shah (SCC OR Doc. No. 23773748). On April 2, 2021, Mehta and Shah received a
permit for a voluntary seismic retrofit. On February 17, 2023, Mehta and Shah transferred their
property to their revocable trust (SCC OR Doc. No. 25439169).

The house was built prior to 1941 and was identified in the 1989 Anne Bloomfield Historic
Resource Survey. The house was not considered significant at that time, and it should now not be
considered a significant historic resource for the following reasons:

1. The house is not associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the Town.
The house was associated with Alexander S. and Jennie Daziel (1928-1948), Daniel J. and
Olive E. Linehan (1948-1949), Alice G. and Douglas B. Wilson (1949-1970). None of these
individuals were significant in the history of Los Gatos, the state, or the nation.

3. There are no distinctive characteristics of type, period, or method of construction. The
architect and builder are unknown. The house was built in 1928, a simple hipped-roof one-
story residence of six rooms clad in stucco, according to the 1941 assessment book. It had no
distinctive architectural features.

4. Nothing about the buildings, structures, or objects on the site contain information important
in prehistory or history.

5. 'The integrity of the house to its period of construction has been significantly compromised.
The house has additions, and the front entry of the house has been shifted to Caldwell
Avenue.

8 Previous permits found in the Town of Los Gatos records: May 13, 1949, electrical permit; April 24, 1959, plumbing
permit for sewer; 1969 plumbing permit, full date and type of work not legible.
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Figure 1. Map of the J. G. Follett Subdivision. Subject property, 226 Caldwell Avenue, is highlighted in blue. (Source: Santa Clara

County Recorded Maps Book R, Page

40).
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Figure 3. Portion of Page 28 of March 1928 Sanborn maps of Los Gatos, with Lots 1 and 2 of the J. G. Follett Subdivision highlighted in blue.
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Figure 4. 1941 Los Gatos Assessment of 389 San Jose Avenue (left), with 1944 Sanborn map (right).
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Figure 5. 1989 Anne Bloomfield Survey for 389 Los Gatos Boulevard, Page 1, with front elevation photo enlarged.
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Figure 5. 1989 Anne Bloomfield Survey for 389 Los Gatos Boulevard, Page 2.
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