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To incorporate public input into the labor negotiations process. 
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The City Council has expressed a desire to improve public communication and outreach on labor 

relations to the extent reasonably possible. 

POLICY 

A regular business item shall be placed on a Council agenda in advance of formal labor negotiations 

that includes an opportunity for the public to comment. At least seven days prior to this meeting, 

staff shall post a report that contains relevant information on employee salaries and benefits, as well 

as the methodology used to determine a competitive and appropriate compensation package. As 

part of this process, a concerted effort shall be made to request public comment on the negotiations 

parameters. 

As a general rule, staff shall engage the services of a labor attorney to participate in formal labor 

negotiations with bargaining units representing permanent employees. 

During labor negotiations, public comment will be provided prior to the entry into closed session to 

discuss labor negotiations, in accordance with State law. At the conclusion of the closed session, 
the Council shall report out any action taken, including in the record the individual votes taken and 

the characterization of the deliberations. In addition, at some point in the negotiations process, staff 

shall submit a public report to Council that provides a general status of labor negotiations and that 

allows for public input prior to concluding negotiations. 

Staff shall prepare and make public a staff report, at least fifteen calendar days prior to Council 

consideration of a tentative agreement or implementation resolution for any bargaining unit, that 
provides full details and costing associated with the recommended action, shall schedule the matter 

as a regular business item and shall provide an opportunity for the public to comment. 
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