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Purpose and preferred site
This updated evaluation replaces the July 7, 2026 version for CUP U-26-002. It compares modernization of the 
established PG&E/T-Mobile location at approximately 42 Miles Avenue with plausible alternatives in the 
vicinity. It references the October 15, 2026 90% PZD drawings and the November 17, 2025 PG&E location-
concurrence email. Proposed structure height is 76 feet overall to the highest faux branch, with proposed 
radiation centers at 52 and 58 feet AGL; the 64-foot centerline and 78-foot structure in the prior analysis are 
superseded for purposes of describing the supplied October drawings.

Network need and radio-frequency evidence
The existing installation provides T-Mobile SF04939A service near Highway 17/Bell Vista. Prior propagation 
material reports in-building commercial population coverage of 5,429 with the site versus 4,617 without and 
residential 3,064 with versus 2,934 without; these are with/without-site results, not a comparative 52/58-foot 
versus lower-height RF engineering study. The supplied 2% downtilt schematic is conceptual and labels an 
outdated approximately 64-foot antenna position; it is not relied upon as engineering proof of the current 
design. Lower structure options require technical validation by T-Mobile if the Town requests RF evidence 
for minimum height.

Alternatives and findings

1. Existing PG&E parcel; adjusted tower location (preferred)
Existing network role, utility setting, established access and usable equipment platform; allows construction
before transfer and minimizes interruption. The new foundation requires a site-area extension and signed
land-rights/survey coordination. PG&E maintenance staff reported no issues with the revised location.

2. Retain wood pole/no build
Would avoid short-term ground work but does not provide the intended structural replacement and modern
antenna configuration.

3. Shorter new structure at the existing location
Could reduce height/visibility but risks additional vegetation obstruction and loss of intended service. No
comparative engineering model for 52/58-foot centers versus shorter heights is supplied; this remains a
technical factor for review.

4. Other portion of the PG&E parcel
May keep utility setting but changes access, construction and land-rights issues; an alternative PG&E location
has not been demonstrated superior to the specifically reviewed replacement location.
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5. Los Gatos High School / Helm Field area
Would require new school/district site control and introduce construction and operation within a more 
sensitive community setting.

6. Downtown / commercial rooftops
Potentially avoid a new ground tower but nearby low-rise rooftops may not provide sufficient elevation; 
would require separate roof structural analysis and agreements.

7. Commercial/hotel sites east of Highway 17
Introduce new land, new access/utility rights and additional visibility and proximity considerations; no 
demonstrated improvement over existing PG&E location.

8. Neighborhood residential parcels
New facilities on residential lots would intensify compatibility and community-impact concerns, with no 
demonstrated technical advantage.

9. Separate new ground tower in broader search area
Would create another freestanding structure and require new utilities, land control, zoning and service-
transfer planning.

Site control, lease area, and design reconciliation
Important record clarification: the October 15, 2026 90% PZD set identifies an existing 645 SF lease area plus 
100 SF proposed expansion (745 SF total), whereas the Town’s October 7 letter refers to a preexisting 183.3 
SF area and a 645 SF proposed area. The October 15 set also shows 76 feet overall to top of monopine 
branches, not 78 feet. These values cannot be represented as reconciled until the survey, PG&E land-rights 
documentation, and final engineer-approved plans are harmonized.

Conclusion
Subject to final engineering and lawful land control, the adjusted position within the PG&E utility property 
remains the preferred alternative because it modernizes the existing facility, retains network continuity and 
avoids creating a new remote site. The applicant does not assert that PG&E operational concurrence alone 
constitutes a recorded lease amendment. A final surveyed/dimensioned plan is necessary to substantiate 
setbacks and the definitive lease footprint.

















Hwy 17 & Bell Vista

Los Gatos, CA
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CCL – 65’ AGL – Monopole

ATC – 50’ AGL – Monopole

2 – RAD Centers (TMO VZW) 
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Distance – 1.02 mi
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