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Facts Fentanyl:

Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid that is approved for 

pharmaceutical use to treat pain.

Fentanyl if 50 to 100 times more potent that heroin.

Illegal manufacturers create counterfeit fentanyl.

Counterfeit fentanyl is manufactured in 

clandestine laboratories with no quality control 

oversight.

Counterfeit fentanyl is extremely dangerous due to 

not manufacturing quality control that results in 

varied potency.

Counterfeit fentanyl is easy and inexpensive to 

manufacture.

Counterfeit fentanyl is typically found in powder 

form and pill form.

Powder Fentanyl

Fentanyl Pills

Clandestine Lab



Facts About Counterfeit Pills:

Criminal drug networks are mass-producing fake pills 

and falsely marketing them as legitimate prescription 

pills to deceive the American public.

Counterfeit pills are easy to purchase, widely 

available, often contain fentanyl or methamphetamine, 

and can be deadly.

Fake prescription pills are easily accessible and often 

sold on social media and e-commerce platforms, 

making them available to anyone with a smartphone, 

including minors.

Many counterfeit pills are made to look like 

prescription opioids such as oxycodone (Oxycontin®, 

Percocet®), hydrocodone (Vicodin®), and 

alprazolam (Xanax®); or stimulants like amphetamines 

(Adderall®).

Adderall®

Oxycontin®

Vicodin®

Percocet®

Xanax®



Authentic Oxycodone

Synthetic opioid drug prescribed for pain as OxyContin®, Tylox®, and Percodan®.  These drugs are 

derived from one species of the poppy plant and have a high potential for abuse.



Counterfeit Oxycodone

Street Names: 30s; 40s; M30s; 512s; Beans; Blues; Buttons; Cotton; Greens; Hillbilly Heroin; Kickers; 

Killers; Muchachas; Mujeres; OC; Oxy; Oxy 80s; Roxy; Roxy Shorts; Whites



Authentic Alprazolam

Depressants that produce sedation, induce sleep, relieve anxiety and prevent seizures. Available in 

prescription pills, syrup and injectable preparation. Prescribed as Valium®, Xanax®, Restoril®, 

Ativan®, Klonopin®



Counterfeit Alprazolam

Street Names: Bars; Benzos; Bicycle Handle Bars; Bicycle Parts; Bricks; Footballs; Handlebars; Hulk; 

Ladders; Planks; School Bus; Sticks; Xanies; Yellow Boys; Zanbars; Zannies; Z-Bars



Authentic Amphetamine

Prescription stimulants used to treat Attention-Deficit / Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD). Used as a 

study aid, to stay awake, and to suppress appetites. Prescribed as Adderall®, Concerta®, Dexedrine®, 

Focalin®, Metadate®, Methylin®, Ritalin®.



Counterfeit Amphetamine

Street Names: A-Train; Abby; Addy; Amps; Christmas Trees; Co-Pilots; Lid Poppers; Smart Pills; 

Smarties; Study Buddies; Study Skittles; Truck Drivers; Zing



Cocaine

Methamphetamine Marijuana

Ecstasy

Fentanyl Laced Narcotics

There is significant risk that illegal drugs have been intentionally contaminated with 

fentanyl. Because of its potency and low cost, drug dealers have been mixing fentanyl with other 

drugs including heroin, methamphetamine, cocaine, ecstasy, and marijuana increasing the likelihood 

of a fatal interaction.

Heroin



Orally

Smoking Injecting

Absorption

How do people use fentanyl?

When prescribed by a doctor, fentanyl can be given as a shot, a patch that is put on a person’s skin, 

or as lozenges that are sucked like cough drops.

The illegally used fentanyl most often associated with recent overdoses is made in labs.  This 

synthetic fentanyl is sold illegally as a powder, dropped onto blotter paper, put in eye droppers and 

nasal sprays, or made into pills.  Pills can be taken orally, smoked or ground up and snorted.

Snorting



Lips Turn Blue
Slow or slurred speech

Sleepiness

Difficulty holding body upright

Pale, clammy skin

Very small pupils

Unresponsive

Slow, shallow breathing

Uneven snoring

Lips, fingers, and toes turning blue

Constricted Pupils

Unresponsive

Sleepiness

Pale, Clammy Skin



Naloxone is an FDA approved 

medication designed to rapidly 

reverse opioid overdose.  Naloxone 

binds to opioid receptors and can 

reverse and block the effects of 

other opioids, such as heroin, 

morphine, oxycodone and fentanyl. 

Most first responders (law 

enforcement, fire department and 

paramedics) carry Naloxone with 

them at all times.

Santa Clara County Opioid 

Overdose Prevention Project 

(SCCOOPP) will provide Naloxone 

free of charge (see handout)

Naloxone (Narcan)
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