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Powers and Duties of Commissions, Attachment 2 

Commissions With Powers Defined in the Municipal Code: 
 

2.08.060 Powers and duties of the planning commission. 

The planning commission shall have those powers and duties given it by the State Planning Act (Title 7 of 
Chapter 3 of the Government Code of the state, commencing with Section 65100), as amended from time to time, 
and such other powers as granted it by the other provisions of this Municipal Code, or as may be entrusted to it by 
the council from time to time, and shall submit an annual report to the council.  

(Prior code § 2-5.06) 

(Ord. No. 2012-379, § 3, 5-22-2012; Ord. No. 2017-434 , § 1, 9-26-2017) 

2.08.090 Powers and duties of the historical commission. 

The historical commission shall have those powers and duties granted it by Section 2.12.030 of the Los Altos 
Municipal Code and/or as may be entrusted to it by the council from time to time and shall submit an annual 
report to the council.  

(Prior code § 2-5.09) 

2.08.110 Powers and duties of the design review commission. 

The design review commission shall have those powers and duties granted it by other provisions of this 
Municipal Code, or as may be entrusted to it by the council from time to time, and shall submit an annual report to 
the council.  

(Ord. 03-255 § 2) 

(Ord. No. 2012-379, § 4, 5-22-2012) 
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Commissions Established in Advisory Capacity with Additional Direction: 
 

2.08.130 Powers and duties of the financial commission. 

The commission shall have those powers and duties entrusted to it by the council including:  

A. Annual review of the investment policy;  

B. Annual review of independent financial audit;  

C. Review of auditor selection process;  

D. Review of financial projections and assumptions. This especially relates to review of revenue 
projections provided in the annual mid-year report which are used biennially as the basis for the 
service and financial plan;  

E. Special projects as directed by the council, city manager or finance director; and  

F. Submission of an annual report to the council.  

The financial commission provides resident input to the council and staff regarding financial policy issues, 
and promotes resident participation and understanding regarding the financial condition of the city.  

(Ord. 08-326 § 3) 

2.08.150 Powers and duties of the public arts commission. 

A. The public arts commission shall act in an advisory capacity to the council in all matters pertaining to public 
arts programs sponsored by the city. It shall take an active role in bringing about public awareness of the 
visual arts as well as in the definition, execution and promotion of those programs which include, but are not 
limited to, exhibition of sculpture, paintings, photography, video and other visual arts. The commission shall 
submit an annual report to the council.  

B. The primary focus of the commission is the public outdoor sculpture loan program. The commission will 
conduct sculpture searches, evaluate and recommend sculptures, identify sculpture locations and work with 
city staff on placement and maintenance of sculptures. The commission will also assist the city with ensuring 
that all conditions and agreements are being met. In addition, the commission will promote artists' works 
through media exposure of the sculpture program.  

(Ord. No. 2011-374, § 4, 11-22-2011) 

2.08.160 Powers and duties of the complete streets commission. 

• Help to create multi-modal transportation solutions and policies that enable safe, attractive, comfortable 
and independent access and travel for pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users, and motorists of all ages and 
abilities, including connectivity across jurisdictional boundaries.  

• Shall advise the council on existing and proposed city policies related to traffic calming and traffic 
enforcement.  

• Shall advise the council on projects and budget priorities for transportation-related capital improvements.  

• Provide for community engagement and serve as a conduit for community input.  

(Ord. No. 2012-379, § 5, 5-22-2012; Ord. No. 2017-434 , § 1, 9-26-2017) 
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Commissions Established in Advisory Capacity: 

2.08.070 Powers and duties of the library commission. 

The library commission shall act in an advisory capacity to the council in all matters pertaining to the city 
library, shall cooperate with other governmental agencies and civic groups in the promotion of adequate and 
efficient library service to the citizens of the community, shall make budget recommendations to the council with 
regard to the library, and shall submit an annual report to the council.  

(Prior code § 2-5.07) 

2.08.080 Powers and duties of the parks and recreation commission. 

The parks and recreation commission shall act in an advisory capacity to the council in all matters pertaining 
to parks and public recreation and shall cooperate with all other governmental agencies and civic groups in the 
advancement of sound parks and recreational planning and programming, shall make budget recommendations to 
the council with regard to parks and recreation, and shall submit an annual report to the council.  

(Ord. 00-388 § 2: prior code § 2-5.08) 

(Ord. No. 2011-374, § 3, 11-22-2011) 

2.08.100 Powers and duties of the youth commission. 

The youth commission shall act in an advisory capacity to the city council on matters relating to youth 
interests, youth concerns, and the need for outreach services. The city council's youth commission interview 
committee shall interview commission applicants and recommend appointments.  

(Prior code § 2-5.10) 

(Ord. No. 2016-420 , § 3, 6-28-2016) 

2.08.120 Powers and duties of the environmental commission. 

The commission shall have those powers and duties entrusted to it by the council from time to time, and 
shall submit an annual report to the council. The environmental commission studies and makes recommendations 
to council on issues that affect the natural and built environment in the city and the region. Additional duties 
include special projects as directed by the council.  

(Ord. 08-326 § 2) 

2.08.140 Powers and duties of the senior commission. 

The joint Los Altos/Los Altos Hills senior commission shall act in an advisory capacity to the council in all 
matters relating to senior interests and concerns, shall make recommendations aimed at improving the life of 
seniors, and shall submit an annual report to the council.  

(Ord. No. 2011-369, § 5, 8-23-2011; Ord. No. 2016-420 , § 4, 6-28-2016) 

 


