
Ordinance No. 2025-___  Page 1 

ORDINANCE NO. 2025-___ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LOS ALTOS TO DESIGNATE FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY ZONES 

 
WHEREAS, California State Law requires the State Fire Marshal identify areas in the State as 
moderate, high and very high fire hazard severity zones; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City is required to adopt an ordinance designating moderate, high and very high 
fire hazard severity zones in the City within 120 days of receiving recommendations from the 
State Fire Marshal; and 

  
WHEREAS, fire hazard severity zones may be used to in planning for fire protection services and 
may be considered as part of a City’s general plan; and 

  
WHEREAS, this Ordinance is exempt from environmental review pursuant to Section 
15061(b)(3) of the State Guidelines implementing the California Environmental Quality Act of 
1970, as amended. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Los Altos does hereby ordain as follows: 
 
The City hereby designates the Fire Hazard Severity Zones as recommended by the California 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection pursuant to Government Code Section 51178 as 
attached in Exhibit A. 
 
SECTION 1. CONSTITUTIONALITY. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase 
of this code is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect 
the validity of the remaining portions of this code. 
 
SECTION 2. PUBLICATION. This ordinance shall be published as provided in Government 
Code section 36933. 
 
SECTION 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall be effective upon the commencement 
of the thirty-first day following the adoption date. 
 
The foregoing ordinance was duly and properly introduced at a regular meeting of the City Council 
of the City of Los Altos held on ____________, 2025 and was thereafter, at a regular meeting held 
on ___________, 2025 passed and adopted by the following vote: 
 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAIN:  

___________________________ 
 Pete Dailey, MAYOR 
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Attest: 
 
_______________________ 
Melissa Thurman, MMC, CITY CLERK 
 



City and County boundaries as of 10/22/24 (CA Board of Equalization)

CAL FIRE State Responsibility Areas (SRA25_1)

CAL FIRE Fire Hazard Severity Zones (FHSZSRA23_3, FHSZLRA_25_1)

Data Sources:

Daniel Berlant, State Fire Marshal, CA Department of Forestry and Fire Protection

Joe Tyler, Director/Fire Chief, CA Department of Forestry and Fire Protection

Wade Crowfoot, Secretary for Natural Resources, CA Natural Resources Agency

Gavin Newsom, Governor, State of CaliforniaThe State of California and the Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection make no representations or warranties regarding the
accuracy of data or maps. Neither the State nor the Department shall
be liable under any circumstances for any direct, special, incidental,
or consequential damages with respect to any claim by any user or
third party on account of, or arising from, the use of data or maps.

and other relevant factors including areas where winds
have been identified by the Office of the State Fire Marshal
as a major cause of wildfire spread.

statewide criteria and based on the severity of fire hazard that is
expected to prevail in those areas. Moderate, high, and very high fire
hazard severity zones shall be based on fuel loading, slope, fire weather,

Government Code section 51178 requires the State Fire
Marshal to identify areas in the state as moderate, high,
and very high fire hazard severity zones based on consistent
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