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GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

A

Bills Impacting Cities
2026 Legislative Session

Below is a list of bills that passed this session that impact city operations and interests or will
likely require a change in city code. We encourage you to review and prepare for the
requirements outlined in the following bills. For reference, click here to view all bills approved by
the Legislature, even those without a nexus to city government.

Child Care

Child Care Operational Flexibility: House Bill 2219, sponsored by Rep. Lillian Ortiz-Self (D-
Mukilteo), allows licensed child care centers to use limited mixed-age staffing ratios each day
and permits returning or experienced staff to waive repeat completion of the state’s early
learning orientation when certain conditions are met.

Early Learning Licensing Exemption: House Bill 2317, sponsored by Rep. Carolyn Eslick (R-
Sultan), revises the definition of “agency” under state early learning licensing law to exclude
certain school- day Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program (ECEAP) and Head Start
programs that are located in a public school building or community or technical college
building, or on the premises of a public school or community or technical college. This change
narrows which early learning programs require state child care licensing, reducing regulatory
requirements for specified school- and college- based early childhood programs and aligning
them more closely with K- 12 and higher education facility oversight.

Courts

Court System Unification Task Force: House Bill 1909, sponsored by Rep. Jamila Taylor (D-
Federal Way), creates a statewide Court Unification Task Force to evaluate how disparate local
rules, technology, and funding create inefficiencies and inequities, and to recommend more
unified approaches to improve access and consistency statewide. The task force must convene
by October 1, 2026, report preliminary findings by June 30, 2027, submit a final strategic plan
by June 30, 2028, hold at least one additional full meeting before June 30, 2029, and then
sunset on December 31, 2029.

Court Procedures Update: House Bill 2178, sponsored by Rep. My-Linh Thai (D-41st LD),
updates civil infraction timelines by extending the response period to 30 days for personally
served notices and 33 days for notices served by mail, changes the filing deadline for notices of
infraction to five days excluding weekends and holidays and requires untimely notices to be
dismissed without prejudice absent good cause shown, increases the damage threshold for
aggregating certain malicious mischief charges to second degree from $250 to $750, enhances
access to payment plans for civil infraction monetary obligations by allowing requests at any
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time and requiring courts to enter into payment plans in specified circumstances while
permitting discretionary plans after referral to collections, corrects a technical cross-reference
related to litter penalties, repeals an obsolete legal financial obligations collection and
distribution statute, and requires annual state treasurer distributions to counties for clerk
collection budgets based on a formula recommended by the Washington Association of County
Officials.

Energy

Clean Energy Tax Preferences: House Bill 1210, sponsored by Rep. Stephanie Barnard (R-8th
LD), seeks to extend targeted urban area property tax exemptions to clean energy
transformation businesses and facilities requiring federal regulatory commission certification to
promote economic growth and carbon-free energy goals. The bill defines “clean energy
transformation business” to include businesses that create a product for sale that will aid in
lowering Washington’s carbon emissions, while excluding government agencies and tribal
nations. It introduces new requirements for tax exemption applications and post-construction
documentation for facilities requiring federal regulatory commission certification, including
community workforce or project labor agreements, compliance with labor standards, and
consultation with the Department of Labor and Industries to confirm wage, apprenticeship, and
labor law compliance, and allows for extended project completion deadlines specifically for
those facilities. The bill also exempts the tax preferences from certain performance review
provisions.

Renewable Energy Taxation and Siting: House Bill 1960, sponsored by Rep. Alex Ramel (D-
Bellingham), establishes a new state excise tax framework for large wind, solar, and battery
storage facilities that replaces the existing renewable energy excise regime and property tax
treatment, paired with optional local excise taxes, property tax exemptions for renewable
energy personal property, a local community investment account with matching grants for
jurisdictions hosting projects, tribal capacity grants funded in part from climate policy accounts,
and minimum siting and wind facility decommissioning standards that counties and cities must
meet to qualify for grant funding.

Coal Plant Greenhouse Gas and Tax Regulation: House Bill 2367, sponsored by Rep. Joe
Fitzgibbon (D-West Seattle), would end special greenhouse gas protections and coal sales and
use tax exemptions for a specific coal-fired power plant, bringing its post- 2025 emissions under
the state cap- and- invest program and allowing additional state or local greenhouse gas
requirements after 2025.

Finance

Affordable Housing Revenue Flexibility: Senate Bill 6027, sponsored by Sen. Emily Alvarado (D-
West Seattle), expands eligible uses of sales and use tax authority and local state credit sales
and use tax to include operations, maintenance, and rehabilitation of existing affordable and
supportive housing, and revises document recording fee distributions and eligible activities to
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prioritize households below 30% of area median income while directing Commerce to maintain
stability for existing permanent supportive housing projects.

Tax Increment Financing Revisions: House Bill 2451, sponsored by Rep. Davina Duerr (D-
Bothell), addresses special district concerns while maintaining and tightening the tax increment
financing (TIF) tool. The bill is the result of a stakeholder workgroup convened by AWC last year
to discuss how TIF works, what the impacts are, and potential revisions to the tool. It makes
multiple changes to local TIF rules to clarify project eligibility, require mitigation for affected
taxing districts, restructure revenue apportionment, and limit the use of the mandatory
multifamily property tax exemption in increment areas taking effect on or after June 2, 2026.
The bill applies its changes prospectively, so existing increment areas are not modified.

Senior and Disabled Property Tax Relief and State Levy Consolidation: Senate Bill 6162,
sponsored by Sen. Deborah Krishnadasan (D-Gig Harbor), expands senior, disabled, and veteran
property tax exemptions and deferrals by raising benefit tiers, redefining income eligibility with
a standard deduction and rental income exclusions, and tying thresholds to higher percentages
of county median income, while consolidating the state school property tax into a single “state
school levy” that is subject to regular levy growth limits beginning with taxes levied for
collection in 2028.

Fire Service

Wildfire Alleviation Support Funding: House Bill 2089, sponsored by Rep. Shaun Scott (D-43rd
LD) and titled the “Wildfire Alleviation Support Act,” modifies Washington’s business and
occupation tax treatment of certain mortgage interest by redefining when interest earned by
high volume mortgage lenders is taxed, with the additional general fund revenue annually
transferred into the state’s wildfire response, forest restoration, and community resilience
account to restore and support ongoing preparedness, mitigation, and community resilience
activities beginning July 1, 2026. The bill responds to a reduction in the previously planned
biennial investment in the wildfire response account by directing the Department of Revenue
to estimate the increased general fund revenue attributable to the revised tax structure by
October 15, 2027, and annually thereafter, and requiring the State Treasurer to transfer that
amount to the wildfire response, forest restoration, and community resilience account by
November 1 each year.

Wildland Firefighting Aviation: House Bill 2104, sponsored by Rep. Tom Dent (R-13th LD) and
Rep. Larry Springer (D-Kirkland), makes permanent the state’s aviation assurance funding
program for wildland fire response, converting a successful pilot into an ongoing mechanism to
support local firefighting aviation resources. The bill removes the prior sunset and affirms
continued financial support through the Department of Natural Resources for local and tribal
suppression efforts using aviation assets under trained air operations commanders, solidifying
the program as a standing component of the state’s wildland fire strategy.

Ambulance Personnel Requirements: House Bill 2110, sponsored by Rep. Joe Schmick (R-9th
LD), allows qualified registered nurses, even without EMT certification, to staff interfacility
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specialty care ambulance transports under specified conditions when paramedics or nurse-
EMTs are unavailable, clarifying definitions of interfacility and specialty care transports to
better address workforce shortages and providing that the sending hospital must coordinate
with the ambulance service to ensure the nurse is familiar with the ambulance’s equipment and
supplies before participating in a transport.

Fire Sprinkler Enforcement: House Bill 2472, sponsored by Rep. Dan Bronoske (D-Lakewood),
enhances enforcement of existing fire protection sprinkler licensing laws by authorizing
investigations, stop work orders, documentation checks, payroll record reviews, and safety-
based system replacement determinations to ensure only properly licensed contractors and
certified fitters perform sprinkler work, including residential systems, and requiring contractors
and fitters to provide proof of licensure or certification upon request from a fire code official.

EMT Recertification Intervals: House Bill 2540, sponsored by Rep. Dan Bronoske (D-
Lakewood), extends the recertification period for emergency medical technicians from three to
six years for practitioners who have been certified in Washington for at least ten years, while
retaining the three-year interval as the standard requirement for all others.

Wildfire Home Hardening in Common Interest Communities: Senate Bill 6054, sponsored by
Sen. Victoria Hunt (D-Issaquah), prohibits homeowner and condominium association governing
documents from unreasonably restricting an owner’s installation, use, or maintenance of
qualified fire-hardened building materials that meet specified wildfire safety standards,
including ignition-resistant construction under the International Wildland Urban Interface Code,
relevant NFPA wildland construction standards, or Insurance Institute for Business and Home
Safety wildfire-prepared home criteria. Associations may adopt reasonable aesthetic or design
regulations regarding the design, dimensions, placement, or appearance of these materials as
long as such rules do not make their use impractical or significantly increase their cost
compared to alternative fire-hardened materials, and the bill clarifies that owners do not gain
any right to construct on property owned by others, on leased property without lessor
permission, or in common areas. Any conflicting existing provisions are rendered unenforceable
until the bill’s sunset on January 1, 2028.

Housing Affordability

Social Housing Framework: House Bill 1687, sponsored by Rep. Julia Reed (D-36th LD), amends
Washington’s housing cooperation statute to explicitly recognize social housing public
development authorities (SHPDAs) and social housing within existing authority for state and
local government support of housing projects. The bill defines “social housing” as subsidized
and cross-subsidized rental housing available to households of any income level, publicly owned
in perpetuity by a social housing developer, and adds related income and cross-subsidization
definitions. SHPDAs are treated as housing authorities for cooperation purposes, allowing state
public bodies to aid SHPDAs on the same basis as traditional housing authorities, including
conveying or leasing property, providing adjacent public facilities and services, purchasing
bonds or other obligations, entering into long-term agreements, making payments in lieu of
taxes or no payments, and lending or donating money and support to boards of commissioners.
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Key provisions include the introduction of cross-subsidization, where rents from high-income
households offset lower rents for low- and moderate-income households, and streamlined
procedural requirements for state public bodies to authorize housing-related actions.

Religious Organization Affordable Housing Density Bonuses: House Bill 1859, sponsored by
Rep. Osman Salahuddin (D-Redmond), modifies the current requirement that cities and
counties must grant increased residential density for affordable housing developments on
property owned or controlled by religious organizations by lowering the affordability set- aside
threshold from 100% of units to either 50% of units to be affordable to low-income households
or 20% of units to be affordable to very low- income households, and clarifies that affordability
is based on monthly housing costs not exceeding 30% of a qualifying household’s income. The
bill also requires local jurisdictions to develop policies to implement these density bonus
provisions upon request from a religious organization and allows them to require higher
affordability set- asides as a condition of receiving the increased density bonus.

Homeless Youth Advisory Committee Membership: Senate Bill 5957, sponsored by Sen. Tina
Orwall (D-Des Moines), expands and diversifies the Office of Homeless Youth Prevention and
Protection Programs advisory committee by specifying broader representation, clarifying
appointment and staffing roles, and allowing young adult members who turn 25 to complete
their terms, thereby strengthening the committee’s capacity to advise on funding, policy, and
practice to reduce youth homelessness.

Condominium Warranty Changes: House Bill 2304, sponsored by Rep. Jamila Taylor (D-Federal
Way), expands the types of small condominium buildings that can substitute insured express
warranties for statutory implied warranties of quality by allowing this option for buildings with
up to twelve units and four or fewer stories.

Nonprofit Housing Property Tax Exemptions Alignment: House Bill 2610, sponsored by

Rep. Chipalo Street (D-Seattle), revises property tax exemptions for nonprofit homeownership
and affordable housing by aligning them with general nonprofit standards, clarifying exclusive-
use requirements, and coordinating expiration dates through 2038.

Eviction Notice Service: House Bill 2664, sponsored by Rep. April Connors (R-Kennewick),
standardizes service of eviction and related notices by eliminating the certified mail
requirement, directing mailed notices to the tenant’s place of residence rather than their last
known address, and clarifying that service by mail is complete when the notice is deposited in
the U.S. mail from within Washington state, properly addressed with postage prepaid.

Flood Risk Disclosures for Rentals: Senate Bill 6237, sponsored by Sen. Jessica Bateman (D-
Olympia), expands landlord duties under the Residential Landlord-Tenant Act by requiring, for
residential leases entered into after December 31, 2026, disclosure that a property may be
located in a special flood hazard area or area of potential flooding, that the landlord’s insurance
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does not cover loss of the tenant’s personal possessions and that tenants should consider
renter’s and flood insurance, and that information about hazards affecting the property,
including potential flood risk, is available from the county government in which the property is
located, and makes conforming renumbering changes to existing landlord duties without
otherwise altering them.

Human Resources

Employee Information Sharing Expansion: House Bill 2091, sponsored by Rep. Julia Reed (D-
Seattle), expands the requirement to provide employee contact information to unions from a
limited set of higher education institutions to all public employers covered under the state
employee collective bargaining statute, standardizing disclosure obligations statewide by
eliminating the prior limitation that applied only to certain four-year universities so that all
employers subject to the chapter must provide specified employee information to exclusive
bargaining representatives upon request; the bill also temporarily limits employer liability for
failing to provide required information when an employer is unable to do so due to limitations
of its current technological systems until the state’s One Washington human resources Phase 2
subproject is completed and fully implemented.

Workers’ Compensation Rate Transparency: Senate Bill 6136, sponsored by Senator Curtis
King (R-Yakima), requires the Department of Labor and Industries to publish actuarially
indicated workers’ compensation premium rates and disclose any director-imposed limitations
that cause cross-subsidization among risk classes. The bills also require this information to be
posted online and transmitted to legislative committees and the workers’ compensation
advisory committee to support more informed oversight of the program.

Workers’ Compensation Medical Access and Claims Management: Senate Bill 5847,
sponsored by Sen. Rebecca Saldafia (D-Seattle), expands injured workers’ access to workers’
compensation medical treatment and provider choice, eases access to nonnetwork providers
when network access fails, tightens utilization review timelines, and authorizes additional
claims managers to reduce caseloads and improve claim oversight. The bill also clarifies
employer conduct standards around provider coercion, updates treatment duration and post-
closure care rules including ongoing monitoring for accepted cancer conditions, modernizes
provider network guidelines and appeal rights, and phases in these changes across all claims
regardless of injury date through staggered effective dates.

Voluntary Layoff Unemployment Eligibility: House Bill 2264, sponsored by Rep. Liz Berry (D-
Seattle), clarifies that employees who volunteer for employer-initiated layoffs or reductions in
force under a written workforce reduction plan are treated as unemployed through no fault of
their own and may receive unemployment benefits if separated on or after June 14, 2026. The
bill limits eligibility to situations meeting specified written notice and volunteer criteria,
excluding early retirement or separation incentive programs that do not follow the formal
reduction plan framework, while allowing employers to let workers rescind a volunteer offer
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without jeopardizing eligibility as long as the core conditions are met.

Mandatory Microchip Ban: House Bill 2303, sponsored by Rep. Brianna Thomas (D- West
Seattle), prohibits employers from requesting, requiring, or coercing employees or job
applicants to receive an implanted microchip and establishes a private right of action for
violations. The bill adds a new section to employment law to regulate the use of implanted
microchips in the workplace and authorizes courts to award injunctive relief, actual and
punitive damages, and reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs to aggrieved employees.

Paid Family and Medical Leave Premium Allocation: House Bill 2345, sponsored by

Rep. Suzanne Schmidt (R-Spokane Valley), adjusts how paid family and medical leave premiums
are split between employers and employees by reversing which portions of the premiums may
be deducted from employee wages so that employers may now deduct up to the full amount of
the required medical leave premium from employee wages and redefining the maximum
employee- deductible share of the family leave premium through a new cross- referenced
formula designed to keep the overall employer- employee split of the total premium
unchanged, while leaving unchanged the overall premium rate structure and the ability of
employers to cover part or all of the employee share.

PTSD Workers’ Compensation Pilot and Behavioral Health Grants: House Bill 2405, sponsored
by Rep. Suzanne Schmidt (R-Spokane Valley), expands workers’ compensation law by
authorizing Labor and Industries to fund workplace behavioral health initiatives for

trauma- exposed occupations and establishing a time- limited PTSD pilot program that provides
pre- adjudication and limited post- closure treatment while easing administrative burdens and
protecting certain treatment records from disclosure. House Bill 2405 further specifies use of
existing Safety and Health Investment Project return- to- work funds for behavioral health
workplace grants and clarifies how nonnetwork providers may deliver short- term PTSD care
within the pilot.

Electronic Labor & Industries Communications Modernization: Senate Bill 6039, sponsored by
Sen. Curtis King (R-Yakima), authorizes the Department of Labor & Industries and related
entities to use trackable electronic or nonelectronic methods for notices, standardizes
deadlines when service is electronic versus nonelectronic, and modernizes notice requirements
for workplace safety rulemaking.

Expanded Shared Leave Protections: House Bill 2411, sponsored by Rep. Osman Salahuddin
(D-Redmond), expands the state employee shared leave program to cover hate crime victims
and absences related to immigration enforcement actions involving employees or their families,
with confidentiality protections for immigration-related verification and updates to the
definitions of eligible family members and victims.

LEOFF Survivor Medical Benefits: House Bill 2441, sponsored by Representative Sam Low (R-
Lake Stevens), expands and clarifies that surviving spouses, domestic partners, and dependent
children of LEOFF members killed in the course of employment are entitled to reimbursement
of medical and Medicare Part A and Part B premiumes, including coverage for premiums paid
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while a line- of- duty determination is pending and retroactive reimbursement for eligible
premiums paid after June 10, 2010.

Wage Complaint Enforcement Discretion: Senate Bill 6058, sponsored by Sen. Rebecca
Saldafia (D-Seattle), aligns and modernizes the Department of Labor and Industries’ wage
enforcement authority by broadening recoverable “wages” to “amounts,” capping
administrative recoveries to three years, adding interest and penalties through a clearer
administrative order framework, and making complaint investigations discretionary under a
publicly documented prioritization process tied to complaint acceptance and clarified tolling of
limitation periods.

Wage Recovery Program: House Bill 2479, sponsored by Rep. Mary Fosse (D-Everett), revises
wage complaint enforcement by changing the Department of Labor and Industries’ obligation
from investigating all wage complaints to investigating complaints consistent with a publicly
available prioritization process, expanding its authority to initiate and consolidate
investigations, increasing and indexing civil penalties for wage violations beginning in 2030, and
redirecting collected penalties into a new wage recovery account funded by civil penalties
under wage and transportation network company statutes. The bill also creates a wage
recovery program that can advance up to 85% of anticipated unpaid wages, capped at $2,500
per employee, to qualifying low- wage workers beginning the later of July 1, 2028, or when the
wage recovery account reaches $130,000, and requires a long- term program and fiscal review
by the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Committee; the bill repeals the existing statute
addressing mandatory civil penalties for repeat willful violators and, under a new penalty
framework, narrows penalty waivers while directing the Department to adopt a penalty matrix
with enhanced penalties for repeat willful and other repeat violators.

Expanding Public Sector Employment Eligibility: Senate Bill 5068, sponsored by Sen. John
Lovick (D-44th LD), seeks to expand eligibility for certain public safety and prosecutorial
positions in Washington state to all individuals legally authorized to work in the United States
under federal law. The bill revises several sections of state law to ensure that roles in
prosecuting attorneys’ offices and corrections officer positions in state correctional facilities
and local jails are accessible to a broader pool of candidates, provided they meet federal work
authorization requirements, while preserving existing citizenship, lawful permanent residence,
or Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals standards for peace officer positions. It maintains
existing qualifications, such as language proficiency and suitability for specific roles, while
requiring compliance with federal regulations, including verification of work authorization, and
specifies that these standards must be applied consistently with federal law and may not be
used to bypass federal employment verification requirements; it also clarifies that certain
weapons prohibitions based solely on immigration status cannot, by themselves, be used to
deny or revoke certification where federal law would otherwise allow lawful possession in an
official capacity. The bill applies its new work-authorization requirements retroactively to
individuals employed on and after the act’s effective date and takes effect immediately upon
enactment as an emergency measure.
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PFML Premium Rate Methodology: Senate Bill 5292, sponsored by Sen. Steve Conway

(D- Tacoma), replaces the current formula- based approach to calculating Paid Family and
Medical Leave (PFML) premiums with actuarially determined rates aimed at ensuring long- term
solvency and establishing a four- month reserve by the end of 2030, without changing the
existing statutory cap of 1.2% on the total premium rate and with the changes taking effect
January 1, 2028.

Retirement Benefits Adjustment: Senate Bill 5862, sponsored by Sen. Perry Dozier (R-16th LD),
provides a one-time 3% cost-of-living increase, capped at $110 per month, to beneficiaries of
Teachers’ Retirement System Plan 1 and Public Employees’ Retirement System Plan 1 who are
receiving a monthly benefit on July 1, 2025, with the act taking effect July 1, 2026 and the
increase effective that same date.

Unemployment Reporting Amendments: Senate Bill 5874, sponsored by Sen. Drew MacEwen
(R-35th LD), modernizes unemployment insurance tax and wage reporting penalty provisions by
standardizing how monetary amounts and percentages are expressed in statute and expanding
the Employment Security Department commissioner’s authority to waive penalties for minor or
insignificant reporting errors, including inadvertent errors caused by software failures to
correctly produce required job classification information. The bill clarifies that employers are
subject to penalties for missing standard occupational classification or job title data only when
they knowingly fail to report that information.

Layoff Notice Requirements and Tribal Exemption: Senate Bill 6106, sponsored by

Sen. Annette Cleveland (D-Vancouver), exempts Indian tribes from state layoff-notice
requirements by excluding them from the definition of “employer” under the Securing Timely
Notification and Benefits for Laid-Off Employees Act, and creates a new public records
exemption shielding employee names and addresses submitted to the Employment Security
Department for layoff notifications from disclosure. The bill also clarifies that written layoff
notices must be provided to both the Employment Security Department and the affected
employees or, if applicable, their bargaining representative, and that the names and addresses
of employees in a mass layoff or business closure notice are required only in notices sent to the
department and, if applicable, the employees’ bargaining representative.

Land Use/Permitting

Factory Built Housing Standards Modernization: House Bill 2151, sponsored by Rep. Deb
Manjarrez (R-Wapato), aligns factory built housing and commercial structure rules with
updated international building, mechanical, and plumbing codes, clarifies approval and
oversight of nongovernmental qualified inspection agencies, and exempts certain utility- owned
prefabricated energy and electrical enclosures from state approval when tightly controlled by
the utility and not used for occupancy.

Scissor Stair Code Study: Substitute House Bill 2228, sponsored by Rep. Janice Zahn (D-Mercer
Island), temporarily directs the State Building Code Council to convene a technical advisory
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group to recommend 2027 code changes allowing scissor stairs in multi- unit, primarily
permanent residential occupancies.

Permitting of STEP (Shelter, Transitional Housing, Emergency Housing, and Permanent
Supportive Housing): House Bill 2266, sponsored by Rep. Strom Peterson (D-Edmonds),
standardizes statewide zoning and permitting rules to require most cities and counties planning
under the Growth Management Act to allow transitional and permanent supportive housing in
any urban growth area zones where residential dwelling units or hotels are allowed, and to
allow indoor emergency shelters and indoor emergency housing in any urban growth area
zones where hotels are allowed, while limiting local development, operating, and permitting
standards for these uses to those that are no more restrictive than those applied to comparable
lodging or residential development in the same zone. It also allows cities to impose additional
operational requirements when a jurisdiction contributes general fund dollars or public land to
a project.

Residential Required to Be Allowed in Commercial Zones: Senate Bill 6026, sponsored by

Sen. Emily Alvarado (D-West Seattle), is Governor-request legislation that requires jurisdictions
with a population of 30,000 or more that plan under the Growth Management Act, and
counties that plan under the Act and are not rural counties, to allow residential uses in most
commercial and mixed-use zones and limits a city or county’s ability to require ground-floor
commercial. Under the latest version, a jurisdiction generally cannot impose ground-floor
commercial or mixed-use requirements in more than 40% of the total area zoned for
commercial or mixed use (with specified exceptions, including industrial areas, certain historic
and Main Street areas, business improvement areas, and additional allowances in station areas
and higher-height zones) and may not impose such requirements on publicly subsidized
affordable housing projects; covered cities and counties must also provide an administrative
process for applicants to seek reductions or waivers of ground-floor commercial or retail
requirements, while grandfathering any jurisdiction that has a process already in place. Local
governments have 18 months after the bill’s effective date to adopt required ordinances and, if
they do not, the state standards automatically preempt conflicting local regulations; they are
not obligated to update growth and development assumptions until their first comprehensive
plan update after January 1, 2031.

Sound Transit Permitting Streamlining: Senate Bill 6309, sponsored by Sen. Marko Liias
(D-Lynnwood), makes changes to local permitting, land use, and subdivision requirements for
regional transit authorities, including Sound Transit, to expedite project delivery and reduce
project costs. The bills allow earlier permit applications and exemptions for partial parcel
acquisitions needed for transit facilities. The bills also clarify that local governments must
accept land use, construction, or technical permit applications from a regional transit authority
for projects on property the authority does not yet own, while requiring the authority to
independently secure necessary property rights or permissions before proceeding with
permitted work.
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Elevator Safety Standards: Senate Bill 5156, sponsored by Sen. Jesse Salomon (D-32nd LD),
directs the State Building Code Council to adopt standards in the 2027 technical codes that will
allow cities and counties to permit smaller passenger elevators in small apartment buildings,
defined as buildings with up to six stories and no more than 24 units. The bill requires the State
Building Code Council to adopt new rules ensuring that all passenger elevators in these
buildings are minimally sized to meet federal accessibility requirements, while convening an
expert technical advisory group to review hoistway opening protection and two-way visual
emergency communication requirements and evaluate elevator safety and cost standards for
small apartment buildings and to align state policy with national and international model code
and competitiveness efforts.

Kit Home Building Codes: Senate Bill 5552, sponsored by Sen. Jeff Wilson (R-19th LD),
establishes a new category of building codes for “kit homes” to promote affordable
introductory housing in Washington State. The bill defines kit homes as prefabricated
residential structures of 800 square feet or smaller, comprised of prefabricated walls, floors,
and roofs that are assembled on-site, and directs the State Building Code Council to perform
rulemaking on the state building codes applicable to kit homes and to update those provisions
over time, with rulemaking to be completed no later than March 31, 2027.

Miscellaneous

Derelict Vessel Management: House Bill 2199, sponsored by Rep. Adison Richards (D-Gig
Harbor), amends procedures for managing and disposing of derelict and abandoned vessels by
updating and expanding the definition of a derelict vessel, including allowing a vessel to be
classified as derelict if it has been in violation of state registration requirements for at least two
full annual registration periods, and by removing ownership status and owner control as
conditions for classifying a vessel as derelict.

Statewide Food Security Strategy: House Bill 2238, sponsored by Rep. Kristine Reeves (D-
Federal Way), modifies the Department of Agriculture’s responsibilities to monitor food system
performance, coordinate statewide food security efforts, and lead a time-limited, multiagency
planning effort to end hunger, reduce diet-related health disparities, and improve agricultural
viability and supply chain resilience through 2028. The department must submit the finalized
statewide food security strategy to the appropriate legislative committees by December 1,
2027, and, beginning June 30, 2030, must report to the Legislature at least once every four
years on the competitiveness of Washington’s agricultural regulatory landscape, including
metrics that monitor and quantify regulatory costs imposed by the state on fuel, packaging, and
labor.

Restrictive Real Estate Agreements: House Bill 2294, sponsored by Rep. Darya Farivar (D-
Seattle), prohibits most new private real estate agreements that restrict otherwise-allowed use
of property for grocery stores or pharmacies, declares such restrictions void as against public
policy, and treats entering into or maintaining such agreements as unlawful practices. The bill
provides limited exceptions for preexisting agreements, certain relocation arrangements within
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specified distance and time limits that may be extended by local governments for good cause,
and specified retail center covenants that lose enforceability if the use is discontinued beyond a
set period, while authorizing enforcement by local governments and the Attorney General and
requiring parties entering covered agreements to provide notice to the Attorney General and
the relevant local government within ten days.

Commercial Truck Safety and Education Council: House Bill 2410, sponsored by Rep. Jake Fey
(D-Tacoma), creates the Washington State Commercial Truck Safety and Education Council
within the Washington Traffic Safety Commission to address rising large-truck collisions and
support coordinated public-private safety, training, and education initiatives, funded in part by
increasing the commercial vehicle safety enforcement fee from $16 to $32 and directing a
share of the revenue to a new commercial truck safety and education account overseen by the
council.

Behavioral Health Training in the Trades: House Bill 2492, sponsored by Rep. Greg Nance (D-
Bainbridge Island), adds optional behavioral health and wellness content to existing continuing
education requirements for plumbers and electricians and creates a mandatory behavioral
health and wellness training component in all state-approved building and construction
apprenticeships.

Community Reinvestment Governance and Planning: House Bill 2523, sponsored by

Rep. Kristine Reeves (D-Federal Way), revises Washington’s community reinvestment
framework to add long- term planning, outcome reporting, and independent evaluation for
funding targeted to communities disproportionately harmed by past drug laws.

Alien Terminology Replacement: House Bill 2632, sponsored by Rep. My-Linh Thai (D-
Bellevue), standardizes state law by defining “noncitizen,” replacing existing references to
“alien” and related terms across multiple statutory titles without changing eligibility rules or
program structures, and authorizing expedited rulemaking to implement those technical
language updates. The bill also directs that, beginning July 1, 2026, new state and local
enactments use “noncitizen” or another context- appropriate term instead of “alien,” unless
federal law or funding conditions require the term “alien.”

Rural County Eligibility Expansion: Senate Bill 6149, sponsored by Sen. Jeff Wilson (R-
Longview), broadens the definition of “rural county” used for Community Economic
Revitalization Board programs and the rural county public facilities sales and use tax by allowing
eligibility for counties that either have a population density below 100 persons per square mile,
have a population density of 100 persons per square mile or greater but no city larger than
45,000 people, or are smaller than 225 square miles.

Procurement

Small Works Roster Expansion: House Bill 2420, sponsored by Rep. Janice Zahn (D-Bellevue),
incrementally raises the maximum contract amount eligible for small works roster
procurement, allowing the limit to increase from $350,000 to $650,000 over a phased period
while clarifying that the thresholds are based on estimated cost not including sales tax and
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retaining existing documentation, direct contracting, and public access provisions.

Public Works Independent Contractors: Senate Bill 6302, sponsored by Sen. Steve Conway (D-
Tacoma), creates a mandatory Department of Labor & Industries misclassification investigation
process for certain finishing-trade independent contractors on public works projects by
requiring the department to investigate potential misclassification when a contractor or
subcontractor uses three or more independent contractors to perform the same type of
covered finishing work—defined as drywall, flooring, tiling, painting, and glazier and
glasswork—simultaneously on a public works project, upon referral from specified public
entities, contractors or subcontractors on the project, labor organizations representing covered
workers, or affected individuals performing covered finishing work, and, if misclassification is
found, to apply all applicable prevailing wage requirements, liabilities, and penalties and refer
the matter for appropriate industrial insurance and unemployment insurance actions.

Public Safety (Police and Corrections)

Al-Generated Child Sexual Exploitation Depictions: Senate Bill 5105, sponsored by Senator
Tina Orwall (D-Des Moines), expands existing child sexual exploitation crimes to clearly cover
Al-generated and other digitally fabricated depictions of minors in sexually explicit conduct,
including images where the minor is not identifiable but the material is obscene.

Transgender Jail Searches: House Bill 1604, sponsored by Rep. Osman Salahuddin (D-48th LD),
establishes specific statewide standards and procedures for searches and physical examinations
of transgender, intersex, and gender nonconforming individuals in local jails and aligns related
strip search laws with these requirements. Local jails are required to develop policies that
comply with the federal Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA) and include training for staff to
ensure searches are conducted respectfully and in the least intrusive manner consistent with
security needs. Key provisions include prohibiting searches solely to determine genital status,
allowing individuals to choose the gender of the staff conducting strip searches or have them
conducted by a medical professional, clarifying that lack of available trained female staff is not
an exigent circumstance justifying cross-gender searches, and ensuring privacy protections
during searches and daily activities such as showering, toileting, and changing clothes.

Attorney General Investigators: House Bill 2156, sponsored by Rep. Edwin Obras (D-33rd LD),
authorizes specially trained Attorney General’s Office investigators who handle economic and
financial crime investigations to be designated as limited authority Washington peace officers
for narrowly defined economic and financial crime investigations, while explicitly denying them
detention, arrest, or firearms authority, limiting their search warrant authority to electronic
service on businesses after judicial approval, prohibiting them from physically serving search
warrants for business records, and preserving existing law enforcement powers.

Attorney General Civil Investigative Demands: Senate Bill 5925, sponsored by Sen. Drew
Hansen (D-Bainbridge Island), authorizes the Attorney General to issue civil investigative
demands for specified civil rights, labor, and law enforcement oversight investigations, with
confidentiality protections, judicial review, and limits to civil, noncriminal matters. The bill
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further narrows use by excluding federal agencies and the Attorney General’s criminal justice
division, and adds a four-year legislative reporting requirement on how the civil investigative
demand authority is used.

False Identification as Peace Officers: House Bill 2165, sponsored by Rep. Edwin Obras (D-
SeaTac), is Governor-request legislation that creates a new gross misdemeanor offense for
falsely identifying as a peace officer and removes peace officer impersonation from the existing
criminal impersonation statute.

Law Enforcement Facial Covering Restrictions: Senate Bill 5855, sponsored by Sen. Javier
Valdez (D- Seattle), prohibits law enforcement officers from wearing facial coverings while
interacting with the public in the performance of their duties, while allowing limited exceptions
for officers working as undercover operatives or as part of a special weapons and tactics
(SWAT) team, and establishes a civil cause of action for individuals detained in violation of
these requirements. The bill also clarifies that personal protective equipment required or
authorized under federal or state workplace safety rules, helmets used on certain vehicles, and
religious head or face coverings are not subject to the ban.

Digital Firearm Manufacturing Restrictions: House Bill 2320, sponsored by Rep. Osman
Salahuddin (D-Redmond), expands Washington’s regulation of ghost guns by defining digital
firearm manufacturing code and three-dimensional printers, expressly covering 3D printing and
CNC milling within existing prohibitions on manufacturing untraceable and certain prohibited
firearms and components. The bill further restricts who may possess, distribute, or use firearm-
related digital design files and equipment.

Blue Envelope Program: House Bill 2323, sponsored by Rep. Carolyn Eslick (R-Sultan), creates a
voluntary “blue envelope program” to support safer traffic-stop interactions by providing
drivers and passengers with disabilities or conditions that may affect interactions, including
neurodiverse individuals, with a distinct envelope containing key documents, safety tips, and
communication guidance for law enforcement. The program requires the Department of
Licensing, in collaboration with stakeholders, to make blue envelopes available free of charge at
driver licensing offices and to maintain program information on an existing website.

Automated License Plate Privacy Regulations: Senate Bill 6002, sponsored by Sen. Yasmin
Trudeau (D-Tacoma), establishes comprehensive limits on when agencies may use automated
license plate reader (ALPR) systems, including exempting ALPR data from public records
disclosure and tightly limiting authorized uses, retention, sharing, and enforcement to protect
driver privacy. The bill clarifies that existing automated traffic safety, school bus, and toll
camera systems that do not interface with ALPR beyond their current statutory purposes are
excluded from the new rules, restricts agencies from using ALPR systems except in specified
circumstances such as investigations involving stolen vehicles, missing or endangered persons,
persons with felony or gross misdemeanor warrants, vehicles related to felonies or gross
misdemeanors, commercial vehicle enforcement, and parking enforcement, and generally
limits data retention to 21 days except in certain circumstances. The bill also prohibits specified
surveillance practices and collection in sensitive locations, requires agencies to register ALPR

GTH-GOV 14


https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2165&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5855&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2320&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2323&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=6002&Year=2025&Initiative=false

systems with the Attorney General, adopt policies consistent with model policies to be
developed by 2027, conduct annual audits, and provide public reporting and oversight, with
violations subject to gross misdemeanor penalties and civil remedies, including treatment as
unfair trade practices under the consumer protection act and inadmissibility of unlawfully
obtained ALPR data in court.

Police Use of Force Investigations: House Bill 2508, sponsored by Rep. Debra Entenman

(D- Kent), broadens and clarifies the Office of Independent Investigations’ jurisdiction over
police use- of- force deaths and in- custody death cases, strengthens its authority over scene
control and access to records (including certain fire and ambulance records, subject to consent
or court order where they contain health care information), and narrows certain definitional
references. The bill makes Office of Independent Investigations investigative records
confidential until referral to a prosecutor for a charging decision and limits disclosure of certain
non-investigative records to protect personal privacy through new exemptions under the Public
Records Act.

Wrongful Conviction Compensation Expansion: Senate Bill 5520, sponsored by Sen. Tina
Orwall (D-Des Moines), broadens eligibility for wrongful conviction claims by tying
compensation to an “actually innocent” standard based on a preponderance of the evidence,
clarifies key definitions including “actually innocent,” “significant new exculpatory information,”
and “wrongly convicted,” restructures filing and merits standards, increases and clarifies
compensation and attorney fee provisions by setting attorneys’ fees at 10% of a claimant’s
confinement- and community-custody-related monetary damages and capping fees and
expenses at $75,000, extends the statute of limitations and notice-related filing windows,
authorizes structured settlements, and expands educational and reentry benefits and tuition
waivers for exonerated individuals and their families.

DUI Toxicology Testing: Senate Bill 5880, sponsored by Sen. Keith Wagoner (R-39th LD),
expands who may conduct DUI toxicology testing by authorizing ISO/IEC 17025-accredited
forensic toxicology laboratories to perform blood analyses as an alternative to individuals
permitted by the state toxicologist, while retaining the toxicologist’s authority to approve
testing methods and issue individual permits; the bill also clarifies that local governments may,
but have no duty to, accept private donations to fund such analysis and includes delayed
transition language with one section expiring June 30, 2027, and a successor section taking
effect on that date to align with future statutory updates, and requires cities and counties that
choose to use private laboratories for analysis of evidence previously submitted to the state
toxicological laboratory to reimburse the Washington State Patrol for the cost of returning the
evidence and prohibits the laboratory from releasing evidence unless a contract governing the
release is in place, and further requires cities and counties that use private laboratories for
blood analysis to contract with those laboratories in advance and mandates that such contracts
include provisions for free, timely defense interviews with laboratory personnel, which may be
conducted remotely, and acceptance by the laboratory of electronic service of pleadings,
discovery, and subpoenas.
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Law Enforcement Qualifications: Senate Bill 5974, sponsored by Sen. John Lovick (D-Mill
Creek), modernizes eligibility, certification, background investigation, and accountability
standards for sheriffs, police chiefs, town marshals, and sheriff candidates, and regulates the
use of volunteers, youth cadets, specially commissioned officers, and deputized process servers
by law enforcement agencies in cities, code cities, and counties. The bill restores the right of
officers, their attorneys, or representatives to review and copy confidential records held by the
Criminal Justice Training Commission, updates eligibility and background check rules for
sheriffs, police chiefs, and marshals by clarifying that non-vacated gross misdemeanors can
disqualify candidates while vacated gross misdemeanors do not, adding experience and
grandfathering provisions, requiring state and federal criminal history checks, and authorizing
the Washington State Patrol to treat sheriff candidates as peace officer certification applicants
to accelerate fingerprint-based eligibility verification processes. The changes specify that
decertification or failure to meet eligibility requirements creates a vacancy in office for sheriffs,
police chiefs, and marshals, adjust volunteer firearm restrictions for qualified retired officers,
permit fixed cameras in facilities, allow limited supervisor data sharing, clarify that specially
commissioned peace officers are not subject to volunteer limits and that deputized process
servers may only perform non-law-enforcement-authority tasks unless they are certified peace
officers, require sheriff, police chief, and marshal candidates to undergo a pre-appointment
background investigation equivalent to peace officer certification standards, with an attestation
of eligibility and suitability submitted to the Commission before appointment, and prohibit
volunteers and youth cadets who are not fully trained and certified peace officers from
exercising core law enforcement powers, including pursuits, arrests, use of force, carrying
weapons, certain surveillance activities beyond fixed internal cameras, use of tracking or
apprehension dogs, and immigration enforcement.

Transportation and Traffic Safety

Transit Lane Access: House Bill 1980, sponsored by Rep. Janice Zahn (D-41st LD), allows private
employer transportation services to use certain business access and transit-only lanes in
counties with populations over 2,000,000 under a fee-for-use, two-year pilot permit system
initiated before 2035, contingent on public transportation provider approval and performance
standards to protect transit operations. The bill requires public transportation providers, in
consultation with local authorities and representatives of one or more labor organizations
representing transit employees, to establish operational performance measures for affected
lanes, jointly prepare annual performance reports with labor input, and revoke permits if those
standards are not met, with permit revenues first covering local administrative costs and any
remaining revenues supplementing rather than replacing existing funding for transit-only lane
maintenance and improvements.

Crash Prevention Zones: Senate Bill 6066, sponsored by Sen. Nikki Torres (R- Pasco), authorizes
and defines “crash prevention zones,” adjusts related enforcement, and links fine revenue to
targeted safety improvements. The bill allows the creation of crash prevention zones on
specified high- collision segments of US 395 and SR 12 prior to January 1, 2029, and beginning
in 2029 authorizes counties, cities, towns, and the Washington State Department of
Transportation to designate additional zones on high- collision road segments, require public
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hearings and engineering and traffic investigations to identify safety improvements (including
potential speed limit changes), and direct increased law enforcement presence within the
zones. Monetary penalties for personal electronic device violations and automated

camera- based speed violations committed within crash prevention zones may be doubled, with
resulting revenues dedicated to zone- related engineering and traffic investigations, signage,
and safety improvements, including deposits to local crash prevention zone accounts and, for
certain state- established zones, the highway safety fund. The bill also authorizes the use of
automated traffic safety cameras for speed enforcement in crash prevention zones and
requires that any remaining camera revenue after program costs be spent only on safety
purposes within the zone.

Traffic Fatality Review Confidentiality and Data Access: House Bill 2192, sponsored by
Representative Sam Low (R-Lake Stevens), expands the Washington Traffic Safety Commission’s
role as a public health authority by authorizing confidential traffic fatality review committees,
protecting related crash and health data from public disclosure, and enabling broader access to
law enforcement, licensing, and medical records to analyze serious and fatal collisions and
recommend safety improvements, while shifting detailed review and confidentiality functions
from the Cooper Jones Active Transportation Safety Council to the commission.

Electric Motorcycle Regulations: Senate Bill 6110, sponsored by Sen. Sharon Shewmake (D-
Bellingham), clarifies that high-speed or easily modified electric bicycles are treated as
motorcycles rather than electric-assisted bicycles, and establishes a temporary work group
process to develop a new statutory framework for electric motorcycles, including enforcement
tools and potential penalties related to youth operation and deceptive marketing or tampering,
while also directing the work group to assess the regulatory landscape for other micromobility
devices such as electric unicycles, scooters, and tricycles. An emergency clause allows the work
group section of the bill to take effect immediately, with an interim report due by December
15, 2026, and a final recommendation, including any draft legislation, due by October 31, 2027.

Utilities

Industrial Symbiosis Incentives: House Bill 1302, sponsored by Rep. Julio Cortes (D-38th LD),
allows local utilities to waive or delay utility connection charges for organizations practicing
industrial symbiosis, defined as collaboration among businesses or organizations to exchange
materials, energy, water, and byproducts to optimize resource use and achieve measurable
reductions in resource consumption or greenhouse gas emissions while supporting sustainable
development and long-term community benefits. The bill requires that waived charges be
covered by general funds or other revenue sources and mandates repayment if the property no
longer qualifies.

Clean Energy Compliance Expansion: Senate Bill 5982, sponsored by Sen. Victoria Hunt (D-
Issaquah), broadens the Clean Energy Transformation Act to cover ports and nonresidential
electricity consumers that self-generate or procure power outside traditional utilities, requiring
affected market customers to report their retail electric load and comply with clean energy
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standards enforced by the Utilities and Transportation Commission. Senate Bill 5982
additionally directs the Department of Commerce to tailor reporting for port districts and
phases in enhanced contract disclosure requirements for consumer-owned utilities starting in
2026, with later timelines for port districts.

Energy Reporting Requirements: House Bill 2575, sponsored by Rep. Zach Hall (D-Issaquah),
reduces utility and energy strategy reporting requirements by shifting qualifying utilities’
renewable portfolio compliance reports to the Department of Commerce from annual to
biennial, lengthening state energy strategy reporting intervals, and eliminating multiple heat-
related utility disconnection and energy planning-related reporting obligations while retaining
underlying customer protections and disconnection rules, and adds nonbinding encouragement
for utilities to use savings from the reduced reporting requirements to support low-income
energy assistance programs.

Fish Barrier Coordination: Senate Bill 5690, sponsored by Sen. Drew MacEwen (R-35th LD),
directs the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) to adopt and maintain
policies to proactively coordinate with utility owners and to maximize federal funding for utility
relocation in state highway fish barrier removal projects. The bill requires WSDOT to provide
utility owners with information about planned state highway fish barrier removal projects, with
at least one year of advance notice where feasible, and to adopt agency procedures to ensure
this coordination consistent with applicable federal rules and regulations. Additionally, WSDOT
is directed to adopt policies aimed at maximizing the amount of federal funding available for
fish barrier removal projects where such funding can also be used for utility relocation costs,
whether incurred by WSDOT or by utilities, and is encouraged to deposit eligible federal awards
into the multimodal transportation account and report recommendations to the Legislature
and the Office of Financial Management on changes that would improve access to federal
funding.

Utility Procurement Streamlining: Senate Bill 6076, sponsored by Sen. Keith Goehner (R-
Dryden), streamlines procurement processes for public utility districts and other consumer-
owned utilities to more quickly procure and construct clean energy generation, storage,
transmission, and distribution projects through 2045. The bill raises competitive bidding
thresholds for specified clean energy projects to $500,000, authorizes an intermediate
guotation-based procurement pathway for certain mid-range purchases, clarifies that bids must
be awarded to the lowest responsible and responsive bidder, increases from 15% to 25% the
maximum amount by which an awarded contract may exceed the estimated cost, and adds
temporary exemptions allowing a municipality’s governing body to waive competitive bidding
for proprietary or specialized technologies needed to meet reliability standards or for projects
that are common facilities.

On-site Sewage Inspections: Senate Bill 6291, sponsored by Sen. Liz Lovelett (D-Anacortes),
extends from two to four years the period during which noncertified individuals may review
designs and conduct inspections of on-site wastewater treatment systems under the
supervision of a certified individual, while leaving all other qualification and oversight
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requirements unchanged.
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