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Attachments:

1. Ordinance 24-1291/Adopting a new chapter in the Lake Forest Park Municipal Code
“Acceptance of Donations”

Executive Summary

The mayor and council have expressed interest in adopting policies and procedures to allow for the city
to receive donations. Local governments in Washington State are allowed to receive donations per
RCW 35.21.100, which states:

Every city and town by ordinance may accept any money or property donated, devised, or
bequeathed to it and carry out the terms of the donation, devise, or bequest, if within the powers
granted by law. If no terms or conditions are attached to the donation, devise, or bequest, the
city or town may expend or use it for any municipal purpose.

Included is a draft ordinance for council discussion.

Background

Currently there is not a mechanism allowing the City of Lake Forest Park to accept donations. Over the
past few years members of the public have desired to donate to the police department. To accept these

donations, they have been made to an outside non-profit police foundation on behalf of the police
department.



Adopting a policy by which the city can accept all forms of donations intended specifically to benefit the
city will provide for an easy to understand and accessible process. The draft ordinance sets limitations
on donations that may be accepted by the mayor or designee, those to be considered for acceptance
by city council, and provides a general structure for assessing whether the proposed donation is
consistent with city adopted plans and visions, and assessing costs associated with ownership,
prioritization of city resources, and any terms or restrictions on the donation.

Allowed donations, including those to support the city in a declared local emergency, and Prohibited
Donations are also outlined in the proposed ordinance.

Fiscal & Policy Implications

Fiscal implications would be considered as part of the proposed donation assessment, such as
operations and maintenance associated with real property donations.

Section 2 directs the Finance Director to establish accounting procedures to carry out the terms of the
chapter.

Alternatives

Options Results

e Adopt policies and procedures allowing | The administration will create the necessary
for donations to the city. forms and procedures to support donations to
the city.

¢ Do not adopt policies and procedures Donations to the police department will be

allowing for donations to the city. allowed through the outside police foundation
and all others require separate ordinances for
each donation.

Staff Recommendation

Discuss and provide the administration with requested changes/additions for consideration at a future
council meeting.



