
City Administrator Report 
City of Lake Forest Park 

 
Date:  February 23, 2023 
 
TO: Honorable Deputy Mayor and Councilmembers 
 
FR: Phillip Hill, City Administrator 
 
CC: Honorable Mayor Jeff Johnson 

Leadership Team 
 

 
The City Administrator Report is meant to provide the council, staff and community an update 
on the activities of the City and on issues that concern the City.  This memo will be provided in 
each Council packet and is divided into key sections.    
 
Please let me know if you have any questions or need additional information about any of the 
following items and please feel free to contact any of the department heads for additional 
information. 
 

I. Intergovernmental and local issues update.  
 

Police Department 
 
Notable Calls 
 
Subject called 911 to report his child had died in bathtub. Other 
occupant of home contacted 911 stating subject was out of control 
and everyone in home was ok. Subject implied he had a firearm, is a 
convicted felon with multiple warrants for his arrest. Subject 
barricaded himself inside the residence and threatened to shoot 
officers if they came inside. Other occupants were evacuated while 
officers attempted to deescalate suspect by phone. SWAT was 
contacted and declined to respond due to potential to escalate 
situation. Officers cleared scene; other occupants of residence stayed at another location for 
the night. Homeowner eventually obtained protection order to remove subject from residence. 
Officers located subject a few days later standing in front of the house. Subject refused to 
comply with officer’s commands after being told he was under arrest. Officers used “Bola 
Wrap” restraint device to safely take subject into custody. 
 
Officers responded to a male subject crying, screaming, and throwing items at vehicles in a 
parking lot. When contacted subject stated he was being harassed and wanted to take the 
officer’s gun. Subject appeared to have mental health issues. Subject refused assistance and left 
the area.  
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Victim reported jewelry worth over $14K missing from residence. Victim believes cleaning crew 
took the items. Victim unable to provide proof cleaning crew stolen her rings. 
 
Officers responded to a malicious mischief. Victim advised all of 
their vehicles and their house had been “egged”. Suspect/s threw 
an unknown number of eggs on multiple vehicles, a motorhome, 
and the residence. Victim’s security cameras not working at time of 
incident. 
 

 
Several vehicle prowls reported, multiple with 
windows broken out on vehicles, items taken, 
stolen credit cards used at local businesses and a 
catalytic converter removed.  
 

 
Subject located passed out in the mall, officers had difficulty waking subject to ensure he was 
ok. Once subject woke up, he became irate with officers for contacting him. Subject was 
belligerent, refused services or assistance and left the area on foot.  
 
Officers responded to multiple thefts and suspicious subjects in the mall area, including Ross 
and Rite Aid. One subject taken into custody for theft at Rite Aid seen by aid personnel due to 
open wounding and infections due to drug usage. Subject cleared by aid, given a citation for 
theft, and released.  
 
Officer located elderly female sitting at bus stop in the cold and dark. Subject stated she had 
been there a few hours; she did not have a phone and that Starbucks refused to let her use 
theirs. Officer provided courtesy ride to her home in Shoreline. 
 
Officer observed juvenile subject possibly in crisis, in the mall area. Officer made contact with 
the juvenile at Rite Aid and discovered subject was missing from Arlington. Juvenile openly 
hostile towards officers. Parent arrived and advised juvenile has behavioral health issues. At 
mall security’s request, juvenile trespassed from mall area. Parent took custody of juvenile, 
declined further assistance. 
 
Transient subject located at bus stop. Subject waving arms and screaming at passing cars. 
Subject had all her property and sleeping bag set up in bus stop shelter. Subject had multiple 
warrants for her arrest, one for assaulting a police officer. Subject taken into custody without 
incident and booked into KCJ.  
 
Officers responded to multiple mail thefts, including the theft of the entire mailbox. Suspect 
vehicle seen by one victim, vehicle left area prior to officers’ arrival, no license plate or other 
information on suspect available. 
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Acacia funeral home called to report damage to one of their vehicles. 
While on scene officer discovered multiple cases of damage to 
company vehicles had been on-going for several months, 
unreported. Victim requested extra patrols. 
 
 

 
A subject went to Civic Club, removed all her clothing, and entered the lake in what was later 
determined to be a suicide attempt. Subject was removed from lake by citizens who contacted 
the subjects’ parent and PD. Subject was sent to hospital for medical and a mental health 
evaluation. 

 
Officers discovered graffiti at 
Whispering Willows Park. Public works 
notified for cleanup.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
A resident on 38th Ave NE called 911 to report an in-progress burglary at his residence.  He was 
off-site and watching it via surveillance cameras.  It turned out to be an attempted burglary and 
Criminal Trespass 2nd.  The subject was scared off by an alarm and unrelated sirens from a 
passing Fire Department vehicle.  Five patrol vehicles responded and were in the area until 
around 1830 hrs.  The reporting party provided high quality surveillance video of the suspect. In 
piecing together the timeline of events, it appears the suspect then went next door to another 
residence, on 38th Ave NE, kicked in the door, and burglarized the home.  Based on the 
investigation, the suspect had a partner and/or vehicle in the area. The suspect then crossed 
the street to another residence, on 38th Ave NE and entered through an unlocked front door 
where he encountered the residents.  The homeowner said they told the suspect to leave, but 
then felt bad and called him back in.  This would have been about the time police units were in 
the area looking for him.  They asked if he needed help, to which the suspect replied that he 
was autistic.  The homeowner described the suspect as very thin and heavily tattooed with 
additional descriptors, which perfectly matched the suspect in the surveillance video.  The 
homeowner then offered to drive the suspect somewhere, which he accepted.  He was then 
driven to an address in Bothell.  The homeowner called the police the next morning. The 
investigation is ongoing. 
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PD Staffing Update  
Another officer is leaving the department for an agency in Snohomish County. The police 
department continues to recruit for the three open police officer positions.  Internally, our 
support officer is on light duty from a medical issue last year. He recently required another a 
medical procedure with an additional recovery period of 4-6 weeks.  One patrol officer is 
currently out for 3 months on paternity leave.  
 
On February 7 and 8, we conducted oral boards resulting in four passing candidates.  The 
recruiting and hiring process has been extremely difficult. This is a direct result of the 
competitive market in law enforcement, the challenge of salary differences in the area, and a 
general lack of people wanting to serve their community in law enforcement.  
 
We are now awaiting approval from the civil service commission for list certification. The next 
steps are Chief’s interviews and backgrounds investigations.  Out of the qualified candidates, 
one is a lateral, and three are entry level.  This means the entry level officers will need to go to 
the police academy, which currently has a wait list of 6-9 months. The academy itself is 4 
months, and then the officer has an additional 3 months of Field Training. Unfortunately, this 
means entry level officers will not be able to fill the loss of officers leaving for approximately 
one year.   
 

II. Internal City Information 
 

Joint Lake Forest Park, Shoreline, Ballinger Creek Restoration Project – NE 195th & Ballinger 
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has received a $100,000 grant to complete a feasibility study 
for the Ballinger Creek Restoration Project. This represents a significant step in moving this 
important salmon stream habitat restoration project forward.   
 
The grant was made possible because of the hard work and dedication of Senator Maria 
Cantwell and Representative Pramila Jayapal in ensuring our federal tax dollars come back to 
Washington to help fund important projects like salmon habitat restoration, which impacts the 
entire Puget Sound.   
 
The goal of the Project is to aid in salmon recovery efforts by restoring Ballinger Creek to 
natural conditions and restoring the habitat of threatened species. The grant funding will allow 
the Corps to complete a feasibility study and make specific recommendations for design and 
implementation of the Project, which will move it closer to the restoration phase. 
 
The Administration, including our Federal lobbyist Jake Johnston, Deputy Mayor French and 
Vice Chair Kassover, representatives from Shoreline and the U.S. Army Corps met on site with 
Representative Jayapal and her staff to give them a better understanding of the project and 
thank them for their support. 
 
[See image on following page] 
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Sound Transit Stride BRT 
 
Several on site meetings with representatives from Sound Transit have occurred over the past 
couple of weeks to explore opportunities to lessen the impacts of the Stride BRT construction. 
 
City Website – Sound Transit Page 
 
The city’s website now has a page dedicated to the project where you can find the most up to 
date information and all documents related to the project. Special thanks to our Clerk, Deputy 
Clerk, and IT Manager for providing this resource. 
 
Municipal Services Department 

 
Passport Services 

  
During the month of January, we processed 331 passports with 209 photos, for a total revenue 
of $15,765.  By way of comparison, in January 2022 there was a revenue of $11,945. 
  

Month Passport Revenue Photo Revenue Total 

January $11,585 $4,180 $15,765 

  
Records Requests 

  
For January, there were 12 police department record requests made, along with 15 public 
records requests made.  From January, there are still four open records requests, and in total, 
staff has spent over 40 hours on records requests.  There are still two open requests from 2022, 
one of which staff has spent over 220 hours fulfilling, and many more before it is completely 
fulfilled. 
 
III. Council Information 

 
 
IV. Response to Citizen and Council Comments 

 

 
V. Contract Reporting 

 
Two contracts were administratively approved during the reporting period: AG-23-006, Olympic 
Environmental Resources for recycling event consulting services; AG-23-007, Washington State 
Patrol, Elite Motor Escort, Inc., and Multiple Law Enforcement Agencies for emergency vehicle 
permit for funeral escorts. 
 
VI. Legislative Update 
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VII. Community Events 
 
 
VIII. Upcoming City Sponsored Events 
 

 

IX. Meetings Calendar 
 

Tree Board Meeting (Hybrid) 
March 1, 2023, 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM @ City Hall and via Zoom 
 
Climate Action Committee Meeting (hybrid meeting) 
March 7, 2023, 7:00 PM @ City Hall and via Zoom 
 
North King County Coalition on Homelessness 
March 9, 2023, 1:00 PM - 2:30 PM  
 
City Council Work Session (hybrid meeting) 
March 9, 2023, 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM @ City Hall and via Zoom 
 
City Council Regular Business Meeting (hybrid meeting) 
March 9, 2023, 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM @  City Hall and via Zoom 
 

https://www.cityoflfp.gov/Calendar.aspx?EID=2472&month=2&year=2023&day=17&calType=0
https://www.cityoflfp.gov/Calendar.aspx?EID=2447&month=2&year=2023&day=17&calType=0
https://www.cityoflfp.gov/Calendar.aspx?EID=2423&month=2&year=2023&day=17&calType=0
https://www.cityoflfp.gov/Calendar.aspx?EID=2357&month=2&year=2023&day=17&calType=0
https://www.cityoflfp.gov/Calendar.aspx?EID=2369&month=2&year=2023&day=17&calType=0

